
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

BALTIMORE

r

ADDIE CLEMETTr

vs.

ROBERT CLEMENTS.

B i l l fo r Divorce

" v incu lo iaa t r lmoni l .

D A v i s i sr > f s HOP



Addle Clements In The Circuit Court

vs. of

Robert Clements Baltimore City.

To The Honorable, The Judge of Said Court:

Your Oratrix, complaining, respectfully says:

FIRST, That the parties hereto were married in Indian Head,

Maryland, January 29th.,1902.,by Rev. Smith, a Methodist minister,

and lived together as man and wife until on or about July 6th.1911.

SECOND, That Your Oratrix is a resident of the city of

Baltimore, state of Maryland, and has been for more than two years

prior to the filing of this Bill of Complaint. That the Respondent

is a non-resident of the city and state and when last heard of was

in Washington D.C,

THIRD; That though the conduct of your Oratrix towards her

husband has always been kind, affectionate and above reproach, he,

without any just cause or reason abandoned and deserted her, and has

declared his intentions to live with her no longer; that such

, abandonment has continued uninterrupted for more than three years

prior to the filing of this Bill of Complaint; and was deliberate

and final, and beyond any reasonable hope or expectation of

reconciliation.

FOURTH, That Your Oratrix has never condoned nor forgiven

the said desertion, that she has never co-habited with the said

Respondent since the desertion.

FIFTH, That there is one child born as a result of this

marriage, Evelyn, age sixteen years.

WHEREFORE YOUR ORATRIX PRAYS:
-a- A divorce a vinculo matrimonii from the Respondent.
-b- Custody of the child, Evelyn.

-c- Such other and further relief as the case may require.

May it please your Honor, to grant unto Your Oratrix, an

order of publication, setting forth the nature and substance of

this Bill and warning the said Respondent to be in this court in

person or appear by solicitor on or before a certain day to be theria

named and show cause, if any he may have why a decree should not

be passed as prayed.



And as in duty Bound etc.

Complainant Solicitors for Complainant,

State of Maryland )

Baltimore City
) To T7it:
)

I hereby certify that on this fCJ^'d&y of

August, before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public, in and for

Baltimore City, State of Maryland, personally appeared Addie

Clements, the Complainant in the foregoing Bill and made oath

in due form of law that the matter contained in the same was

true to the best of hfer knowledge and belief.

Notary Public,





DAVIS &, BISHOP, SOLICITORS,
118 E. Lexington St,

In The Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

Addie Clements vs. Robert Clements.

ORDER OP PUBLICATION:

The object of this suit is to procure a decree for a divorce

a vincuio matrlmonii, by the Complainant, Addie Clements, from the

Respondent, Robert Clements and for the custody of the minor child

Evelyn Clements.

The bill states that the parties thereto were married In Indian

Head, Maryland, January 39th.,1902 by Rev, Smith, a Methodist minister,,

and lived together as man and wife until on or about July 8th.,1911.

That the Complainant is a resident of the City of Baltimore, State of

Maryland and has been for more than two years prior to the filing of

this bill of complaint. That the Respondent is a non-resident of this

city and state and when last heard of was in Washington, D.C. That

though the conduct of the Complainant towards her husband has always

been kind, affectionate and above reproach, he, without any Juet cause

or reason abandoned and deserted her, and has declared his intentions

to live with her no longer; that such abandonment has continued un-

interruptedly for more than three years prior to the filing of thi»

Bill of Complaint, was deliberate and final and beyond any reasonable

hope or expectation of reconciliation. That the Complainant has never

condoned nor forgiven the said desertion, that she has never co-habited

with the said Respondent since the desertion. That there is one child

born as a result of this marriage, Evelyn, age sixteen years.

It is thereupon by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

ordered this 3<o day of w^W"i920, that the Comjlalnamt by causing a

copy of this order to be inserted in some daily newspaper, published

in^the City of Baltimore, once a week for four successive weeks before

the JLJl&y of^Wy^^a^f^gg^ give notice to the said absent

Respondent, Robert Clements, of the object and substance of this bill,

warning him to be and appear An. Vpia. Court in person or by solicitor,

on or before the /^pday of^Cft^T»20, to show cause if any he mpy

have, why a decree should not be passed as prayed.



Certificate of Publication

THE. DAILY RECORD.



THE DAILY RECORD

Fourth Insertion.

Davis & Bishoi>, Solicitors,
118 E. Lexington Street.

IN THIi CIUCTIT COURT OF BALTI-
MORE CITY — (U—016—1920) — Addie

Clements vs. Robert Clements.
ORDER OF PUBLICATION.

The object of this suit is to procure a
decree for a divorce a vinculo matrimonii
by the complainant, Addie Clements, from
the respondent. Robert Clements, and for
the cusiody of the minor child, Evelyn
Clements.

The bill states th.it the parties thereto
were married in Indian Head, Maryland.
January 2!)th. 1M02, by Rev. Smith, a
Methodist minister, and lived together ns
man and wife until on or about July (Sth,
Wll. That the complainant is a resident of
the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland,
and has been for more than two years prior
to the filing of this bill of complaint. That
the respondent is a non-resident of this
city and state, and when last heaxd of was
in Washington, D. C. That though the
roi'duct of the complainant towards her
husband has always been kind, affectionate
and above reproach, he, without any just
cause or reason abandoned and deserted
her, and has declared his intentions to live
with her no longer: th:it such abanonment
has continued uninterruptedly for more
than three years prior to the filing of this
bill of complaint, was deliberate and final
and beyond any reasonable hope or ex-
pectation of reconciliation. That the com-
plainant has never condoned nor forgiven
the said desertion, that she lias never co-
habited with the said respondent since the
desertion. That there is one child born as
a result of this marriage, Evelyn, age
sixteen years.

It is thereupon by the Circuit Court of
Baltimore t'ity, ordered, this 30th day of
August, 1020, that the complainant, by
causing a copy of this order to be Inserted
in some daily newspaper, published in the
City of Baltimore, once a week for four
suweasive weeks before the DOth day of
September. l!)20, give notice to the said
absent respondent, Robert Clements, of the
object and substance of this bill, warning
him to be and appear in this Court, in per-
son or by solicitor, on or before the Kith
day of October. lill'O, to show cause, if any
lie may have, why a decree should not be
passed as prayed.

CARROLL T. BOND.
True copy—Test •

' HAS. R. WHITEFORD.
iiuMs7,14. '̂l

Baltimore,.... SFP 2 1 1PW , 192

We hereby certify that the annexed advertise-

ment of Order Circuit Court

of Baltimore City, Case of

vs.

was published in THE DAILY RECORD, a daily

newspaper published in the City of Baltimore, once in

each of QS.....*<£^<r<Sb:/... successive weeks before the

First insertion

THE DAIJUX- RECORD.

Per



Decree Pro Confesso.



[Decree Pro Confesso.]

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE C?TY.

Term, 19&&

The Defendant having been duly anmmonod (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the—writ,

(said Order).

It is thereupon this ^ u day of (JJCsOfb-oo in the year nineteen

hundred and tttAsi/J* by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and

DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and

is hereby taken pro confesso against said defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what

relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.

STATE OF MARYLAND,

BALTIMORE CITY, SCT : „; p ^

I hereby certify that en this \%\ * v d a v o f
 ( - C - ^ L X - O ^ ^ M 19 "*-d

before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public, of the State of Maryland, in and for the City aforesaid,

personally appeared d * l ~ f j ^ £ V ^ \L) 4r_Q •, • - f.,wV»T ~~ and made oath

in due form of law that her (his) husband (wife) the defendant in the above entitled case is not in the

Military or Naval service of the United States Government, to the best of her (his) knowledge, informa-

tion and belief.

As Witness my hand and Notarial Seal.

Notary Public.



In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

puifn#ycosTS

DEFENDANT'S COSTS



vs.
OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the..-/fo*txZ*

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an ojrd-er of the^above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

day of C 19>-2-2, met on

^t-.-.^y^^t^LA^e^^^^ day of L^>fcO^<««™....in the year nineteen

hundred andu-^^^^^^y . at my pffice, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned \\\&.....^^A^UJ^uAuJZa^ day ̂  Lpt^rAUjr^.

in the same year aty^^^."^^«^#Ly..o'clockin the ££*&•£&/...— noon and the

)ffice of^^&^^fc...-.^ L .in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—



C1EMKNTS

V8

CLEMENTS

Testimony taken at the office of Messrs. Davis and

Bishop, 118 E«' Lexington Street, Baltimore, jjraryland,

on the 20th day,of October, 1920, at 4:30 P. M.

ADDIE CLEMENTS, the Plaintiff, in this case, pro-

duced on her own behalf, having been first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name, residence and occupation?

A* Addie Clements, 1408 McCulloh Street. Domestic.

2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff, and the Defendant is my

husband.

BY MR. BISHOP:

1 Q. TlWien1, where and by whom were you married?

A. January 29th, 1902 at Indian Head, Maryland,

by the Reverend Mr. Smith, a Methodist Minister and

we lived together until July 6th, 1911*

2 Q. What took place then?

A, He staid out all night and came back the next

morning and I asked him where he had bea and he said that



Addle Clements: -2-

he had' staid out all night with a woman and that he did

not care. We then had words o f course, and then he

left and took what he wanted with him.

3 Q. Since July 6, 1911 have you and your husband

lived or cohabited together?

A. No.

4 Q. How long have you lived in the City of Baltimore

State of Maryland?

A. Fight years.

5 Q. nixere does your husband reside?

A. The last I heard "of * him he lived in Washington,

D. C.

6 Q. He is not a resident of the State of Maryland?

No. He is not#

A.

7 Q. What was your conduct towards your husband?

A. I was kind and affectionate to my husband,

and my conduct was above reproach.

8 Q. Did you give him any just cause or reason to desert

you?

A. No.

9 Q. He has declared his intention to live with you no

longer?

A. Yes.

10 Q. And the abandonment has continued uninterruptedly



Addie Clements: -3»

for more than three years prior to the filing of your

Bill?

A. Yes,

11 Q. Is there any hope or expectation of youn ever

living together again?

A* No. The abandonment was his deliberate and

final act*

12 Q. Were any children born of this marriage?

A. Yes, one* Evelyn Clements, Sixteen years*

13 Q* Do you desire the custody of your child?

A* Yes* I have taken care of it and am able to

do so*

14 Q. Since the desertion have you condpned or forgiven

the desertion or lived or cohabited with your husband?

A* Ro«



T>o you Vnow or can you state any other at tar

or thing that may be to the bsn^fit or advent'.g« of th«

part i te t-> fMs euit, or eithcx* of tth«n, or that -rray >»•

m&terinl to the maibjeot of this , your ax&wination, or th«

natters in queatiin T3«t««<»n the -artios? If so, state

th« a«ua« fuT1-.' nd at largelln your s.n.-!»«r.

A . — ffe,



-5=

ROSA SEAGLES, a witness of lawful age produced on

beh&f of the Plaintiff, having "been first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say.

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name, residence and occupation.

A. Rosa Seagles, 1317 Rhodes Island, Washington,

B.C» Janitress.

2 Q« Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes. All my life. Mrs. Clements is my sister.

BY MR. BISHOP:

1 Q. Were you present at the wedding?

A. No, hut I know they were married. They lived to-

gether as married people, and their friends and ac-

quaintances and family accepted them as married people.

2 Q. You spent considerable time in the home of Mr.

and Mrs, Clements during their married life?

A. Yes.

3 Q. You were present in July, 1911 about the time

they had their disagreement?

A. I was out at work, but I was living at their

house at that time.

4 Q. Which left the other?

A. He left her; I think it was July 6th.

5 Q. But you saw that he left her?

A. Yes, I know that.

6 Q. How long has your sister lived in Baltimore City,

Maryland?



Rosa Seagles. -6-

A. Eight years, and she lives here now,

7 Q, "Where does her hus"band live?

A. The last time I saw him he was living in Wash-
W

ington, c. C , and I think he lives there still*

8 Q. He is a non-resident of the State of Maryland then?

A. Yes.

9 Q. What was your s i s t e r ' s conduct towards her husband?

A. She was everything that a wife would be expected

to do.

10 Q. Did your sister give him any cause to abandon

or desert her?

A. No.

11 Q. Has the abandonment and desertion of the Plaintiff

by the Defendant continued uninterruptedly for more than

three years prior to the filing of the Bill in this case?

A. Yes.

3)2 Q. In your opinion is the separation deliberate

and final and beyond any reasonable hope of a reconci-

liation?

A* Yes. He has told me that he did not intent to

live with her again.

13 Q. Were there any children born as the result of

this marriage?

A. One child. Evelyn Clements, sixteen years olg#



Rosa Seagles. -7-

14 Q, Who has the custody of this child?

A« Her mo ther.

15 Q. Which parent is the proper one to have the child?

A* The mother. She has taken care of it and is

able to do so.

16 Q. As far as you know has your sister eVer lived

or cohabited with her husband since the desertion?

A. No. She has not and she has not forgiven him.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know o r can you s t a t e any o the r m a t t e r

o r th ing t h a t may be to the "benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of tiiem, or that maybe

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the part es? If so,state

the same fully and at large in your answer*

A . - ko,



-9-

BURTTETTE CHISTOM, a witness of lawful age, produced

on behalf of the Plaintiff, haing been first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows, that is to 3ay:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name, residence and occupation*

A« Burnette Chistora, 1408 McCulloh Street, Domestic,

2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?,

A. Yes, For about fifteen years.

BY MR. BISHOP:

1 Q. What relation exists "between them?

A. They are husband and wife, they both told me and

1 have seen their certificate. They lived together as

husband and wife.

2 Q. Are they living together now?

A» W>.

3 Q, Which left the other?

A. Mr. Clements left her •

4 Q. What happened the day he left?

A. When I camc!e down thay morning, he was not there,

but shortly after he came in Mrs. Clements asked him

where he had been and he said he had been out with

"His Woman". Then they had a fuss of course and he

took his things and left. He said he was not going to

pay any more rent.



Burnette Chistom. -19-

5 Q. When was that?

A. July 6th, 1911,

6 Q. Since that time have they ever lived together

again,

A. No.

7 Q. What was hes conduct towards htm?

A. she was a good true and loving wife ever

since I knew them.

8 Q, Did she give him any just cause or reason to

desert her?

A. No.

9 Q. How long has she lived in Baltimore, Maryland?

A* Eoght years and she still lives here.

10 Q. Where does he live?

A. He was in Washington, D. C. the last I heard

of him.

11 Q. Thenihe is not a resident of the State of

Maryland?

A, No.

12 Q. Has the abandonment and desertion continued un-

interruptedly for more than three years prior to the fil-

ing of the Bill in this case?

A. Yes. It has "been about nine years

13 Q. In your opinion is the separation deliberate and



Burnette Chistorn* -14-

A. Yes.

14 Q, Since the separation in July, 1911, has Mrs.

Clenentis lived or cohabited with her husband?

A* No.

15 Qi, Were any childra born of this marriage?

A» Yes. One Child, Evelyn Clements, sixteen years

old.

16 Q. Who has her custody?

A. The mother. She has taken care of the child

and is able to do so.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other atter

or thing that may be to the "benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may he

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question "between the parties? If so, state

the same fully and at largelin your answer.

A.— 1(0,



No other witnesses being named or produced b f̂o/e^me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the-

closed the depositions taken in safid' cause and nc(>$/rettf^ them closed under n^y

hand and seal, on this

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and r..^$AA£H:CA*!tu. at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of MaryficLrpl. f^-^f s^

^T. (SEAL).
Examiner.

There are.^i^y.. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit * -

Defendant's Exhibit-

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon-w^L^^sf. days, on-

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on.

by the Defendant



Order of Reference
and Report



IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..

day op^IZ\!\M^&^ _ „..., 19 2$ , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

XJAALL^L.... L.5=t&dCr^z?^.. , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

_ Bill...fgr... divorce, a Yinc.u.lo......m.tr.imQ.nti....a.rid....±.o.r .the ciis-tady

.of the minor child. ...of.. ..tlia. ..pa.r.txe.s-±'-ile4....by....the wif © -a-ga-iBet her- hwafeancl:--

on...tli.e...̂ .rQ.TiiJ3i3. Q.f....a.l2.aM.Q.3amen.t.« Code. ...1.9.11., Art* 1...6, aecs... 26=41* _

___ D.e:L©Ma)it...J9;ro^ nQ.n-x.e.s.id..ea.t....aa.d....J3iia

^£-5-r._?§...?.id.enc © ...proven.. ;

Z5Mi^1i.i£JL^s_.^jLSid.eaic_e i n . B a l t i m o r e ^ j t y fo r iqpre t l a n

..'t.l?7.P.....Ze...S!r..s....£.?o.venJ

The marriage proven.

The abandonment for three years, i ts finality and the

..toecpnciJ^M^ _ _ _ _ „

._._ _ __ _....Qajs_e mai.e....£.ox..^i.Ylng....tlifl cu.i3t.a..dy......o.f .th.e.~.minar. child..~to-.

the;..£la.i.nt^iff._

A decree pro c©^esao_^s__jBa_sse^aj^inst the__def endan_t._

Md.....mP...?!B $.M.Q_.t..Mrty... days have....si_nce e.lajp.g.e.4. _ „ _...

Case ready for decree.

Auditor and blaster.

Fee $9 paid. November 19th. .1920,



The within is a proper decree to be passed

CIRCUIT C O U R T inthiscase

B-"W- 7&U&L/L <!&*=_.
1920. No. 60 Docket Auditor and Master.

AEDIE CEBMBBTTS.

VS.

ffpTgreT f!T.T?.MHWTO.



Decree of Divorce ^
IN THE

ADDIB CLEMENTS

VS.

ROBERT CLEMENTS

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

-Term, 19&CU...

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. * - //

It is thereupon, thisyu££^..^CT. day o f ^ . . . 4 ^ r r ^ ? ^ ^ Z 5 ^ . :, A. D...19.20,

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said - - - - -

A d d i e e l e m e n t s - - - - - - - - _ — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ - - - - - - -

the above named Complainant be and She is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, the...s.a.id...RQt).ert...Qle.ment.a..

AJn)...I£..IS..!IIR3IBm..X)^^
guardianslLip and cusLtqdy oi Evel^m. Clements^ the minor child of t h e

I^rt.to.s..in..tM...pr.QGe.Mi^s...raen.i5io.n(ed.*...imtilAth..e^
Court.

And it is further Ordered, That the said~.~QO.mp

pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—6M—1-1-19.


