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IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT NO, 2

OF
BALTIMORE CITY

CLAYTON CARTER,
' ' Complainant,

VSe

MATTIE R. CARTER,
' Respondent,

‘BILL OF COMPLAINT,

Mr. Clerk: Please file,
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Solicitor forQComplainant‘

CHARLES W. MAIN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
LAW BUILDING

BALTIMORE., MD.
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CLAYTON CARTER, : IN THE
Complainant,
: CIRCUIT COURT NO,2
V8,
: OF

MATTIE R, CARTER,

Respondent, BALTIMORE CITY

o

TO, THE HONORABLE, THE:JUDGE OF SAID COURT:=-

The Complainant, Claytoen Carter, respectfully repre-
sents to the Court as follows:=

FIRST: That the Complainant and the Respondent were
married in the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland, on the 3rd
day of October, 1909, by the Rev., Castle, a regularly ordained
Minister of the Gospel of the Methodist Church,

SECOND: That both the Complainant and the Respondent
are residents of the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland, and
have resided in said City and State for more than two years last
past,

THIRD: That no children were born to the union of the
parties to this suit, '

FOURTH: That on or about the 16th day of July, 1922,
the Respondent, the said Mattie R. Carter, deserted and abandoned
this Complainant without any just cause or provocation therefor
and declared her intention to live with him no longer; that the
Respondent has been guilty of the crime of adultery with one John

in the City of Baltimore during the years 1921 and 1922,
H, Gibson/and elso with divers other men; that the Complainant has
not lived nor cohabited with the Respondent, the said Mattie R,
Carter, since he became aware of her misconduct, nor has he in any,
way forgiven.or condoned her said adulterous acts,

WHEREFORE, the premises considered, this Complainant
prays as follows:-

(a) Tnat ne may be divorced a vinculo matrimonii from
the Respondent, the said Mattie R, Carter, his wife,

(b) That ne may have such other and further relief as

the Court may deem meet and proper and as the exigencies of his

case may require,
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MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOR, to grant unto the Complain-
ant a writ of subpoena, directed to the Respondent, the said Mattie
R. Carter, residing in the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland,
commanding her to be and appear in this Honorable Court on some
certain day to be named therein, to answer the premises and abide
by and perform such decree as may be passed therein,

And as in duty bound, etc,

72

Solicitor for Complainant,

/7 Compiainant,

STATE OF MARYLAND,
To witie=

e® oo oo

CITY OF BALTIMORE,

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That on this.4%47( day of Aprily .
1923, before me, the subscriber, Nedany-Public of the State of
Maryland, in and for the City of Baltimore, aforesaid, personally
appeared Clayton Carter, Complainant in the aforegoing Bill of

Complaint, and he made ocath in due form of law that the matters

set forth therein are true to the best of his knowledge, infcerma-

>

tion and belief,
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore ity Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited

/
by law, beginning on the second Monday of A‘//Ml ................................................ , next, cause an
appearance to be entered for you, and your Answer to be filed to the Complaint of ... ... ... .

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT No. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY.

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. G%jf{, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore
ot/ , 1923

O Al \-//,4 e oy~ Bk

Issued the. ...

MEMORANDUM:

You are required to file your Answer or other defence in the Clerk’s Office, Room No. 235, in the

Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.)
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Decree Pro Confesso




[DECREE PRO CONFESSO.]

IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term 192>

The Defendant having been duly

summoned (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to the Bill of Complaint and having failed to appear thereto, accord-

ing to the exigency of the writ satd=Ordery:

in the year nineteen hundred

and.. No. 2 of Baltimore City ApjupcEp ORrpERED and DECREED,

But because it doth not certainly appear to what relief the plaintiff is entitled, it is further ADJUDGED and ORDERED,

that one of the Examiners of this Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the Bill.
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made ofth in"due form o
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military service of gie United States.
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CLAYTON CARTER

DEPOSITIONS
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Clayton Carter

vs. ; In the Tirenit Conrt xo 2
Mattie Carter ) OF BALTIMORE CITY t
A Decree Pro Confesso having passed, - - - - - -

and-notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the_Plaintiff
_ - _ George Arnold Frick
of a desire to take testimony in the same, |, ke one of the

Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by virtue

of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

second day of. June 1923, met on
the 12th day of June 3 in the year nineteen
hundred and_twenty three at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State
of Maryland, and assigned the _ 13th day of __June
in the same year at 3,30 o'clock in the after  noon and the
office of ___the Examiner, in the City and State

2

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place | attended, due notice of such meeting

T

- S
having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor_  of- the

——

Plaintiff to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—




CLAYTON CARTER, proﬁuceduasratwitﬁesé iﬁthié own behalf,

being first duly éworn, deposeth end saith as follows -

" that

is to say -

BY THE EXAMINER:

1l e-

Ao

State your name, residence and occupation.

Clayton. Carter. I live at 807 North Carrollton Street:

I am foreman for the Ryan Construction Compény.r

Do’ you know the parties to this suit?

Yes, sir. I am the piaintiff, and the defendant Mattie
Carter is my wife. '

How long have you known the defendant?

I have knowvn the defendant about eighteen years.

BY MR. MAIN:

4 C-

A=

6 Q-

State when, ﬁhere and by whom. you were married.

On October 2, 1901 in the City of Baltimore by the
Teverend <alter L. Castell, = dﬁly ordsined Minister
of the Methodist Church.

Note: Mérriage Certificate and filed with the Examiner
Marked Plaintiff's Exhibit E:aminer No. 1.

Haveyou been & resident of Beltimore City, State of
Marylend for more then two years prior to the:filing of
this suit?

Yes, I heve lived here continuously fof the past nine-
teen‘years.

Is your wife a resident of the City of Baltimore?

- e

«
b}
]




| 10

;.

Clayton Carter
She was born here and has live here all her life.
Were eny children born &s & result 6f this marriage?
No. ’
Are you living together now, and if not, which one
left the other? '
#e are not living together. Cthe left me on the l6th of‘i
July lest year.
What caused her to lesave you?
I received informetion that she was untrue to me. I
suspected John H., Gibson and everybody told me thst hes
had guilty reletions with her.
Whet happened on the 1l6th of <uly, 19227
Thetnday was Sunday. I came: home late Saturdey night and
slept late the next deay. I wes in bed when John Gibson|
came to the house about two o'clock. My wife, who had
been up some time, went down steirs and let him in.
They talked & while in the dining room and then went
to the besement where our kitchen was. We were then
living at 1034 HN. liount Street. I got up and listened
to what they were saying. I heerd him try to meke a
date with her for thet night. He then ssgid, "Let's
not wait until night, let's do it now". He then asked |
her where Clayton was. She s2id that I was in bed. He|
asked whether I ws= asleep. he came up to see if I

wes asleep and caught me peeping &t them. Then she ran|




dowvn the steps to the basement and
I said, "I have heerd ebout this for

I wanted to catch you.

11 G-
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Clsyton Carter
ren daown behind her.

more than two years and

Now you take her and get out."

What dia your wife say, if enything?

She did 10t say & word. She was dressed in wery-thin

clothes and had on an apron end she opened the door
so fast that I

and ran dovn the street could scarcely

see her, and she went to the house of her sister who
lived four blocks awey on Stricker Street.

Have you seen or talked with your wife since she left

you on the 1l6th day of July?

No, that wes the last time thet I heve seen her end the
last word words I seid to her when she ran out of the
door.

But you telked to John Gibson?

Yes. He told me "PFor CGod's seske, don't let this get

out. will give you anything in the world if you will |
keep this quiet.

what dic you say to Uibson when he gsid he would give you

anything in the world if you would kxeep thet cuiet?

I tola him I did not want anything, that he had, that

he wes a dirty brute to take my wife and live with her.

dhen did you first receive information that John Gibson

wes intimste with your wife?

(Y]




Clayton Carter.

L little over a year before that, some time in August,

Have you lived or cohabited with your wife since you

caught her with John Gibson,on the 16th day of July,

19229

No, I have not seen her nor talkedAwith him, nor have

I seen John.Gibson or telked with him.

Have you forgiven or condoned her offenses with Gibson?
No, sir.

Vo you know where your wife is living at'tﬁe present
time ? |

At 1372 Fremont ivenue, Bsltimore City.

- - —_— - - o
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' QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing
. that may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this
%Asuit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-
: ject of this your examinaiion or the matters in question

i between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

, large in your ansyer.
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| 2ANDOLPH BOYD:, & witness produced in behalf of the plaintiff,
f%being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith as follows - ’
" thet is to say -

QEBY THE BXAMINER:

il Q= Sféte yoﬁr name, residence and occupation. :
A= Randoiph Boyd~, 423 Lawrence Street, a laborer with the ;
; - Ryan. Construction Compsny. ' |
522 Q- Do you know the parties to this suit?
Y A- Yes, sir, I kmow both of them.
,1;5.Q-'How long have you known them?

A- I hsve known his wife for about five years. I have knowﬁ
. _him for about eight or nine years. | V
© BY IR, TATN:

?:4 Q- Do you know_whether or not they are husband and wife?

! A- I do not know when they were married, but. I do know that:

)
|

they have lived together &s man ana wife and were so
called by the friends and acquaintances, and I have heard
Mr., Certer introduce lrs. Carter as his wife.
:‘5 Q= Has Clayton Carter been & resident of Baltimore-City for;
more than two years prior to the 12th day of April, 1925}
" when this bill of complaint-was filed? l
A~ Yes; He has lived in Baltiﬁore City ever since I have
4 knovn him, more than eight years.
L 6 Q- Is lrs. Carter & resident of Baltimore City, State of é

Maryland?

A- Yes, she hag lived here ever since I have known her,

6




Randolph Boyd
about five years.

7 Q- Were &ny chilcéren bo'n as a result of this marriage?

A- No, sir.

8 Q- Are Mr. and lMrs. Certer now living together, and if not;
which one left the other?

A- llo, she left him.

9 Q- Cla¥ton Carter has charged his wife with the crime of
adultery with one John H. Gibson and other men. State
whaet you know if anything esbout those allegations.

A<« During the year 1921, Clayton Carter worked in Phils-
delphia with me and sometimes I would come to Baltimore
on ~aturdey and he would stey in Philadelphia, and he
would give me money to take to his wife in Baltimore
with me and when I would teke the money up to his house’
I would alweys find Fohn Gibson there.

10 Q- How did Clayton Caerter treat his wife while they lived

!

and cohebited together? ;
L~ Just as good as & man could treat & woman. He provided
for her ané treated her well. I would bring her :'25.00
at a time and sometimes she would sent to Philadelphie

for more money and he would send it to her.




. QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know or can you state aﬁy other mattei or thing
. that ﬁl.qy_ be of benefit or _advantage to the parties to this
,"suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-
~; ject of this your examination or the'métters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

. large. in your wer.
© Answer: %
\ ﬁjlg /




SHELTON COLLINS, & witness produced on behalf of the

Plaintiff, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith as followe

“that

is to say-

BY THE EXAMINER:

l Q- Vhat is your name ?
A- My name is Shelton Collins. .
2 Q- Where do you live ?
A- I livg at 620 N. Eden street.
3 Q= Where do you work ?
| A- I an a laborer for the Ryan Construction Company.
4 Q- Do you know Clayton Carter and his wife, Mattie
Cartér?

A- Yes., I have known Clayton Carter for more than 13
years and I have known him wife forabout twelve
years, and I know that they were married some time
during the early part of QOctober, 1909, but I do
not know the name of the Preacher, and they lived
together as maﬁ and wife until about the middle of
last July.

BY MR MAIN:
-5 @ Do you mean July, 1922 ?

A- Yes,

6 Q- Has Clayton Carter been a resident of Baltimore City

for more than two years last past ?

9
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8 Q-

- SheltonCollins

Yes, he has lived in Baltimore City continuously

ever since I met him in 1909, and his wife, Mattie
Carter, has lived in the State of Maryland .and re-
sided in Baltimore City during that period of time.
Were any children born as a result of the marriage
of Clayton Carter and Mattie Carter ?

No, they have no children,

Are they living together'now, and,if not, which one
left the other ?- |

No, they are not.living together at the present time
and Mrs. Certer left her husband about the middle of
July, 1922, : o |
'Clayton Carter'haé charged his»wife with the crime
of adultery with one John H. Gibson, State whether

you ¥now John H; Gibson and what you know about this

- charge of adultery against Mrs. Carter ?

The first I knew that Mrs. Carter was going with
John Gibson was in the latter part of July or August
1921. At that time Clayton Carter‘qu working in
Philadelphia on a contract, and Mrs. Carter came
over to my house, 810 N, Dallas street, and John
Gibson was with her, and I asked her who he was and
vhat she was doing with him, and she said he was
her friend. They stayed abdut half an hour and

then left.

10




A-

Sheltdn Collins
After Mrs; Carter's visif to your house, did you
see her with Ginson again?®
Yes, I went to her home nearly everj Sﬁnday during
the month of August and September, 1921, and every
time except once I found John Gibson in the house.
During that period of time did you see Claytdn Car-
ter at his home? " |

Only about. twice.

'Have you seen and talked with Mrs. Carter since Mr.

Carter and sho separated on the 1l6th day of July,
1922 ?

. Yes sir, I have seen her frequently, and on a num-

ber of occasions she talked with me about her
husband snd about John Gibson.

Have you seen her with John Gibson since the sepa-
ration?

Yes sir, I have seen him with her twice, and on

'both occasions it was very late at night.

' When you talked with Mrs. Carter what did she say

about her husband and John Gibson?
I asked her why she laft her husband, and she said,

#"Because my husband caught John Gibson and me in

~the kitchen .one Sundsy morning and 1 was ashamed

to stay there in the house with my husband any
' 11

i L




Shelton Collins -
longer", and I asked her how long she had been
guilty of those relations with Gibson, and she

said “Why,Ayou oughﬁ to know, he was with me when

I came to your house inl921, and I have been going

with him ever since%, and T saild to her, "Do you
mean to say that you have not been with your husband
sindathat time?", and she said "No, I have nét had
anything to do with any one but John Gibson, and
when my husband caught us I knew that I could not
live with him any longer."” A_

Wnere has Mrs. Carter lived since she left her hus-
band?

She lives at 1372 N.Fremont Avenue,

Vhen was the last time you saw lirs. Carter?

Last Friday night I was at. her house on Frenont
Avenue, and while I was there I asked her why she
had not ma@e up with her husband, and she aald, "oh,
I'can't do tﬁat because it has been impossiﬁlé for
me to live with my husband since he'caught Gibson
and me that way in our home in July, 1922 *,

Did Mrs. Carter say anything to you about her re-
lations with Gibson sinece she deserted her husband?
Yes, she said she would like to have a divorce from
her husband, but she knows she'can not get one

12
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Shelton Collins

beéauae Gibson and she have been going together

" continually since the separation, and that she does

18 Q-

§i19 Q-

CAe
© 20 Q-

A-

" 21 Q-

not use her husband's name, but 1is known in the

neighborhood as Mattle Rawlins,

During the time you visited.Mrs. Carter's home in
August, September and part of October 1921, did you
see any ,ihtimécy between‘her and Johﬁ Gibson?
No, but from the way he was dressed when I would
gé there he appeared as 1f he was living in the
house. |
Was that during th; time that Clayton'Carter was
workinghin Philadelphia ? '

Yes. ‘

After Clq&ton Carter returned from Ehiladelphia;
did you visit his home ?

Yes, quite a number of times, but I did not see

Gibson there at any time except one or two occasions

wheéflayton Carter was not at home.
When'Clayton Carter was at home and you visited

his house, did you see Gibson there?

. No sir, I did not, but I did see him there almost

every time that I visited their home and Clayton
Carter was out.

e DT
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QUESTION DY THE EXAMINER:
Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing
that may bve of bénefit or advantage to the partles to this

suit or-either of them or that may be material to the sub

. Jject of this your examination or the matters in question

between the narties? If so, state the sare fully and at

large in your

Angwer:

Tolflin o

14




No other witnesses being named or produced before me, | then at the request of

the solicitor of the Plaintiff

closed’ the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them. closed under my

hand_and seal on this, ‘ / (/4 day of
WM ' /] in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred

/

and _twenty three  atthe

Examiner.
~There x%_1s one Exhibits with these deposmons to wit:
Plaintiff's ~__Exhibit Examiner No, 1

Defendant’s____ Exhibit

// /- ,/ S/

Examlner i,

George Arnold Frick i
I, AkKRERXxEkAZARR, the Examiner before whom the foregoing depositions

were taken, do hereby certify that 1 was employea in assigning a day, and taking =

the said depositions upon two

’

of which I was employed by thé plai
By the defendant .~

Examiner. -
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VS.

Mattr Cordes

ORDER FOR APPEARANCE
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- In the Circuit Court No. 2
Mgt Ca N/ - of Baltilmorg City

VS.

........... TERM, 192

MR. CLERK:

Solicitor. .




@t. dt. Nop. 2

1%@ jDocket No. 3%

émxu/

V8.

Oortent

Order of Reference
and Report

Jre

No. 7% ‘|
el g

Order Filed Z7 day of\{L/h‘ﬂ/ 192
Report Filed. Fz,(.day of‘//w/h/ 192 )L




IN THE

@irenit Gmuet Nop, 2

OF (
BALTIMORE CITY

/
g submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this . '? f :

" W?’ R A 192)4’
i n

is cyb Yerrt
day of/b[/)’ﬂ Oo% T PR MR s Y, that the same be and is hereby referred to

oy Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

—...ground of adultery, Code Article.l6, . .Section.36. ..Defendant summoned. - No- answer.
_..Decree pro confesso, thirty days elapsed. Proof shows marriage, residence and . . .

..adultery of the Defendant. . Case ready for decref.. ...




The within 1ls a proper decree to be

passed in this case.

7 &

Audltor and Master.

Civcuit Couct MMo. 2

_ CLAYTON CARTER, ... ...
VS.

DECREE OF DIVORCE

R » @
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DECRER OF DI\'T‘ORCE. » i
\ IN THE

CLAYTON CARTER,

‘Circuit Court Mo. 2

VS,
///\
OF
ot | . BALTiMORE CITY..
MATTIE R. CARTER, o o / ‘
} ~ : . MA-B&.H / Xt TERM, 192 4.

This cause staﬁding 1'eady for hearing and being duly submitted, the p1'oceedmgs were by the Court

read and considered. | _ » W ’ .. B
11, is thereupon, this W %' day of ﬂ & , Amno

Dom1n1, one thousand nine hundred and. twenty-f our by the Crcuir Courr No. 2

or Baurimore Ciry, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said
CLAYTON CARTER,

the above named complainant be, and }ie is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from

the defendant, MATTIE R. CARTER.

And it is further Ordered, that the said _Plaintiff

pay the cost of this proceeding. % 7 W W

I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Cireuit

- Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do. hereby

certify that the above is a true copy of the

decree taken from the record of proceed-
ings in said cause.
Ix Tesrrvony Wanreor, I hereunto set my

hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

this . - dayof 192

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, ’




