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In the Circuit Court,
No. 9,
Baltimore City.

ELSIE B. BYRD

BERNARD BYRD.,

Bill for divorce, |
A VINCULO MATRIMONII.

Mr. Clerk: --

Please file &cC.,
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ELSIE B. BYRD

VS, In the Circult Court,

BERNARD BYRD No. 2,

Baltimore City.

—

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix, Elsie B. Byrd complaining, re-
spectfully says:

(1) That she was married to her husband, Bernard
Byrd, in Baltimore City, State of Maryland, on or about the
14th day of April, 1912, with whom she resided until on or
about the 13th day of October, 1013.

(2) That both parties ars residents of Baltimore

"City, State of Maryland, and have been for more than two

years prior to the filing of this Bill of Compleint.

(3) That though the conduct of your oratrix, Elsie B.
Byrd, towards her said husband, has been kind, affectionats,
and above reproach, he without any just cause or reason, aban-
doned and deserted her and has declared his intentions to live-

with her no more; that such abandonment has continued unin-

terruptedly for more than three years, is deliberate and fin.

2l, and the geparation of the parties i3 beyond any reasona-

ble hope or expectetion of a reconiliation.
minor
(4) That there is one,Child as issue of said marriage,

Thelma Byrd,
WHEREFORE YOUR ORATRIX PRAYS:

-a- A divorce, A Vinculo Mstrimonii,
from the defendant, Bernard Byrd,

-b- The care and custody of minor child,
- Thelma Byrd, )

-C= 3uch other and further relief as
the case may require.




May it pleése your Honof, to grant unto
your ofatrix, Elsie B. Byrd, the writ of subpoena,
directed unto the saild defendant,'Bernard Byrd, an
employee of Kahn's Slothing House, 11 So. Howard Street,
commanding him to be and appear in this court, in person
or by solicitor, on some day certain to be therein named
and perform such decree as may be passed in the premi-

868.

As in duty bound, etc.,

i




¥
|
l
|

- e

Ct. Ct. No 2

_gzé— ﬁ Docket No. 7% _ 5
V&Y
(/ s

tn $
/jziﬂd
/

Subpoena to Ans:ver Bill of Complaint

i §

LI s

WM?"’ %ﬁfhé
(P9

vitea Py 2T f{ 7, 1982
Wy [l 7
: T — 3




EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

| of Baltimore @ity Greefivg:
WE COMMAND AND . ENJOIN YOU, '1;7 excuses set aside, you .do within the- .time liﬂlited-

/ W‘/ ' , next, cause an

appearance to be entered for yoﬁ,~ and your Answer to be filed to the Complaint of....... e

by law, beginning-on the second Monday of

e | @Kuz/ /j/ /w/

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT No. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY.

. HEREOF fail not, as you w1ll answer the contrary at your perll

-.‘._,t_“v," o e b ol
T T WITNESS, the “Honorable JAMhS “B.CO) TER Clnef Judge “of the Supreme Bench of Baltlmore 1
City, the . y lay '

Issued the. ... 08

ear 192\5
,&/ s Mﬂ%’—

Clerk.

MEMORANDUM:

You are required to file your Aunswer or other defence in the Clerk’s Office, Room No. 235, in the

Court House, Baltimore City, wit‘hin fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.)







ELSIE BYRD s IN THE CIRCUIT COURT NO., 2
VS. : ¢ or
BERNARD BYRD : BALTIMORE CITY.

'TO THE HCNORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAIb COURT:
The answer of the respondent in the Bill of
- Complaint in the sbove case exhibited is as follows:-
(I) He admits statements as contained in the
Complainant's first paragraph.
(2) He edmits statements as contsined in the
Complainant's second paragraph.
 (3) He denies with great emphasis the third
paragraph of the Compleinant's Bill.
(4) He admits the statement as contained in the
fourth ﬁaragraph of the Compleinaent's Bill.

Wherefore your respondent prays that the

'Complainant's bill be dismissed.
: T
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Elsie B. Byrd

Bernard Byrd.

ﬁay,/,

Petition for/ léave to take
Testimony and Order of
Court thereon.

|
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Elsie B. Byrd : \

IN THE

....................................................

” | - Circuit Court Ne. 2,

OF

....................................................

BALTIMORE CITY.

.....................................................

To the Honorable ﬂne Judge of the
Circuit Court No. 2 of Ba]timore City:

THE PETITION OF......... Elsie B. Byrd, . . .
e i ..., Plaintiff,

.........................................................

- in this case, respecffully shows that " she desire 8¢ ' to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray g that leave he granted her " to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED, this..........CJ.... % ... day of....... %M f 192.C)fthat

...........................

leave be grant'ed'to the parties to the cause, to take t_estimoriy, as prayed, before any.one of the

StandingExamin’ers ‘of this Court.
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Iu the Tirruit (Enurt;@w,.g s

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I,
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by
virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

19247 _, met on

aforesaid, as thé time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

- S ?
having been giyen, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor____________ of the

________ Ldandta sy . _____to take the following depositions, that




Byrd,
v,
Byrd.

Testlmony taken at the office of Roy S. Bond,
Esq., March 1923, at two 0'clock P, M.

Flsie B. Byrd, the Plaintiff in this case,
produced on her own behalf, having been first duly
sworn, depogeth ands aith as foglows, that is to
say.

By the EXaminer:
1 Q. State your name regidence and occupation?
A. Blsie B, Byrd, 324 North Pine Street; day's
work.
2 Q. Do you know the partieg to thig suit?
A, I am the Plaintiff and my husband 1s the De-
fendant.
By Mr, Bond:
1 q. When, where and by whom were you married?
A, I wag married by the Reverend Mr. Norwood.
2 Q. When and where?
A. 208 Wort' Bruce gtreet,
3 Q. In what City.
A, Baltimore, Maryland.
3 Q. What year?
A, 1912,
4 Q. When about,
A. Thanksgiviang time; about that time.




Elsie B, Byra.

5 Q. Thanksgiving was about when?

A.  November 25th.
-6 Q. November 25th., 19129

A. Yes,
7 9. | And the Reverend that married you, was he__ a
regBarly Ordained Minister of the Gospel?

A.. Yes.
8 Q. Where were you married?
" A.' At home.

9 Q. In the presence of your home folks?

.A.‘ . Ye.s'.
10 Q. And thereafter you lived together as husband
and wife. |

A.‘ Yes,
11 9. Arzyou living with him now,

A. Yo sir, | | ‘

12 Q, | Did &«:u iea.ve him or d4id he leaire you?

| A‘, He left me,
13 Q. Vhen?

A. About October 13th.., 1913. |

15 Q. State the circunstances under which he left you

-on that date.




Blgie B; Byrd;

A. He uged to drink and he came home on that ate,
and he was very sbusive to me, and I was living with my
father, andlmy fatherAspoke to him about it, and, of course

hew anted to go any how, and he left and he left his -
clothes and all.
‘16'Q. Dont you mean his trunk?
A, Yes; he teok his clbthes,
17 Q. .And what else did he leave; was the child botn
at that time¥ | |
‘ A. Yes..
18 Q. dow 0ld was thechild?
' A, About a year o01ld., ”
19 Q. VWhat is her neame?
Af Theima.
20 Q.  Have you any other children?
A Yo sir.
2L Q. Vho raised that chila?
A, T aia.. - |
22 Q. Who has provided for its support since then?

A. T have. | |
23 Q. T think that you told me that the only thing
ﬁha} he gave her was a Christmas present? .

A. Yes,

24 Q. After he left you the 13th., October 1913, did

he ever come back?




a ’Elsie Byrad.
| A No- sir. | N '
25 @, What happened six months after that?

A, Six months after that hewas in an argument and
he}shot a man_and he kililed him and got five years in
the Maryland Penitentiary. |
26 Q. - Six monthg after that he was sent to the Pene
itentiary? |

A; Yes.
37 Q. - And who came and got his trunk.

A, Hig mother came and got hig trunk.
88 Q. And after he got out of the Péhitentiary, did
hé come back? . -

A Yo sir; he never c ame back.

39 Q.. He has never come back to‘you since the 13th.,
0ctober 1913&Wﬁen he d egerted you? '
A, No sir. | | »
40 Q. were you élways a kind, affectionate and
true wife towards your huéband?
A, Yes.
41 Q; Was youf conduct above reproach in all re-
spects beth before and since the separafioh? “
A, Yes, |
42 q. Did you'give Your husband any just cause or
4feasontto abanddn andd sgert you, |

A. No sir.




Elgie Byrd.

43 Q; . Have you been & resident of Baltimore City,
sfate of Maryland for at least two years prior to
the filing of thisg suit?
A, Yes, _
44 q. Has this abandonment of you continued unin=-
terruptedly for at ;east three years prior totthe
£iling of thig suit? | |

A, Yesg, |
45 Q;- Was hig going a way histieliberate and final
act?

A. Yes.

46 Q. Ig t here any hope or expectation of your

living with him again?
A, Yo sir,

47 Q@ You have asked fer t he care and custody of your

child; how old 1is she.

A.  About twelve years old.
48 Q. If granted the gsame will you do a mother's
pért by the child in évery particdlar and take care
of hef, . |
A. Yes.
46 Q. Do you want anyssupport for the child?

A, No gir.




BENERAL, QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other natter
or thing thut way Ve to the bhen«fit or advantan e of the
parties to tisssult or either of them, or that may be
material to the subject of this, your examination, or the
matters in question between the parties? If so, state
‘;z“é large in your answers

the same fully anx
A. -




William E, Parker, 8 witness of lawful age,
produced cn behalf of the Plaintiff, having been first
duly sworn; déposeth and g aitha s follows, that is to
say:

’ By the Examiner:
1 g. State your ﬁame residénge and nccupation?
‘A, William E. Parker, 518 North Mount Street;
labarer,
2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?
_ A, Yes..
: By Mr, Bond:
1l Q; Do you remember when the parties to this suit
lived together as hushand and wife?
A, ;(es.
2,@. Do you remember when they were known in society
and among the people as husband and wife and'introduced
écbcrdingly;
A, Yes,
_3 Q. Were they married in Baltimore Citybby the
Reverend Mr, Nowood?
A, Yes.
4 Q. About Thanksging 1912 as she has expressed
here? |
A, Yes.

5 Q. Did you have occasion to visit them.




) Q. dew did they get along?

.7 Q. How did he treat her,

"9 Q. When.

11 Q. He had nnly left her about five or six

12 §. Did he ever come back to the house since

William E. Parker,

A, Time and time again; I often went to the

housa,

A. She geemed to bea good affectionate wife.

A. Itwas verys eldom that I saw him home; very
seldon.

t Q. Did he 1eave he or did she leave him?

A, He 1eft her,

'A.  About t ne 13th., of October 1913.
10 @ How long wag he away before he got in trouble?

A. Avout five or six months..

months before he got in trouble?

A, Yes,

the 13th, October 1913%
A, Yot to my kn@wing; I never met him there after
that. |
13 Q.- How long did he stay in the Penitentiary?
A, Pive years.
14 Q. Did he ever come back after that?

A. © Yo sir; not to my knowing; I have never met him

R



William B, fafkefh
15 Q.- And you have been there frgquentlyé
A, Yes.
15 Q. Are they related to you,
A Yge
16 Q. What relation?
’A} My niecé; my sister's child.
17 Q. Have the parties te this suit both been
regidents ofBHliimore City,.State df Maryland,
for mo’re than two years prior to the filing of this
suit?
A. Yes, _
18 Q.. Have they both been éeparated for a period
ﬁf nore thah three years uninterruptedly apd'cbntin-
upuély since the time that he 1eft her?
| A. Yes, _
19 Q. How did she treat her husband; was she always a
kind and true wife? ‘
A.  Yes;she seemed to be,
20 Q. Was her conduct above reproach in all
fespects both before and sincet he separation?
A. Yes. )
21 Q. Did she give her husband any just cause or
féasgn to abandon anddegert her?

A. Mo siry ag far as her conduct is concerned

itwas all right,




1C

William E, parker.

> Q. Has he shown by his acts thet he does not

Jav
Ay

(v

ntead to live with his wife any more,
A. Yes; he has shown that.

23 q Was‘his golng away his own deliberate‘aﬁd
final act?

A, Yes,
24 Q. Is‘there~any hepe or expectation of
a“reconciliation, or of them living together any more?

A‘. No .sir‘,. ‘
25 Q. Are there any childrenas hg result of this
' marriage'? |

A. One,
'26 Q. And in your opinion is the Plaintiff a fit and
proper party to have tha care and the custody of the
chi1ad? |

A. One, | |
26 é, _And 1is she able to suppob:ttducate andréar
the ¢ hild. | | |
| A, Yes.




GENERAL, QUESTION

Do you know or oan you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advanta e of the
parties to tisssuit or either of them, or that may be
material te the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in questiom between the parties? If so, state
7/

the same fully a at large in your answers




in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and. “ R 7O & & at the

Ci%y of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

Examiner.

There are. (72 ... Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff’'s________ Exhibit. . _';".\ ________________________________________________

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Exam‘iner before whom the fqre-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify, that I was employed ,in assigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon_._ ZZ’ ____ > _____ days; on___M _______
of which I was employed by the Plaintiff . _ .. _____ ,and on_____.___ e

. by the Defendant____________._







Elsie B. Byrd

) In the Circuit Court No. 2
Sornard Byrd | Of Baltimore City.
/ ‘\QD l TERM ]()?}

To the Honorable

The
Judge of Said Court:
The above cause is respectfully submitted for
decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.
”
', /}j
‘.V\/' / :’/
‘,f" e _,’
Suli('i\l\}h for Plaintiff.
Solicitor for Defendant.
///"
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IN THE

Cirenit Gpurt Np, 2 éDZW/ ﬁ ....... ﬁ O R b

OF

Term, 192.%

- BALTIMORE CITY SR RS LN T
{/om/:/ /7’/‘/“” rd. /7/;%

This case/being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this...........C. 57 ..

day of s ) , 1922 , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

C
q o iy S ‘/ M ”4\ , isq., Auditor and Master, to report the
M%ML/{

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

Bill.filed by wife against husband for_ a.divorce A_VINCULQ MATROMONII forxr

~

abandonmnent. for three years Code Arit, I6 Sec,36, Defendant. sumaoned. and..

answers Proof showe marriage.residence and abandonnent. for three years...

continuous,deliberate,final and without hope of reconciliation,The .care. and

n

uatody. of the miner.child Thelma. Byrd bhe awarded to the plaintiff,Case .

G- LA ARAReR. . .

H

Auditor and laster,
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This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court

Z/ :’i day of ____Ilarch .

read and considered.
G T g T T NI e A ourrreh DRI - | . T O ISR S SR

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and . twenty. three.................by the Covir Courr No. 2

oF Baurimore Crry, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said . . Tlgie B, Byrd .. ..

the above named complainant be, and she is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from

the defendant. Bernard Byrd and the care and custody of the minor child Thelma

SRR AR e ARRRARA 0 RNE B I b e s st ar s

And it is further Ordered, that the said PREONERNE. i R

pay the cost of this proceeding.

I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Circuit

Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby
certify that the above is a true copy of the
decree taken from the record of proceed-
ings in said cause.

In Tesrimony Waereor, I hereunto set my
hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

this ___________dayof, 192




