
In the Circuit Court,
No. ?,

Baltimore City.

ELSIE B. BYRD

VS.

BERNARD BYRD.

Bill for divorce,
A VINCULO MATRIMOHII.

R OY S. BOND
ATTORNEY AT U *

213 ST. PAUL PLACE

BALTIMORE, MD.



ELSIE B. B*RD

VS. In the Circuit Court,

BERNARD BYRD No. 2,

Baltimore City.

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix, Elsie B. Byrd complaining, re-
spectfully says:

(1) That ahe was married to her husband, Bernard

Byrd, in Baltimore City, State of Maryland, on or about the

14th day of April, 1912, with whom she resided until on or

about the 13th day of October, 1913.

(2) That both parties are residents of Baltimore

City, State of Maryland, and have been for more than two

years prior to the filing of this Bill of Complaint.

(3) That though the conduct of your oratrix, Elsie B.

Byrd, towards her said husband, has been kind, affectionate,

and above reproach, he without any just cause or reason, aban-

doned and deserted her and has declared his intentions to live

with her no more; that such abandonment has continued unin-

terruptedly for more than three years, is deliberate and fin-

al, and the separation of the parties is beyond any reasona-

ble hope or expectation of a reconiliation.
minor

(4) That there is oneychild as issue of said marriage,

Thelma Byrd,

WHEREFORE YOUR ORATRIX PRAYS:

-a- A divorce, A Vinculo Mstrimonii,
from the defendant, Bernard Byrd,

-to- The care and custody of minor child,
- Thelma Byrd,

-c- Such other and further relief as '
the case may require.



May it please your Honor, to grant unto

your oratrix, Elsie B. Byrd, the writ of subpoena,

directed unto the said defendant, Bernard Byrd, an

employee of Kahn's Slothing House, 11 So. Howard Street,

commanding him to be and appear in this court, in person

ofc by solicitor, on some day certain to be therein named

and perform such decree as may be passed in the premi-

ses.

As in duty bound, etc.,



Ct Ct. No 2

Subpoena to Answer Bill of Complaint



EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, Thatxttt excuses set aside, you do within the time limited

by law, beginning on the second Monday of. ?c/f.l$W*!$j[.{/... , next, cause an

appearance to be entered for you, and your Answer to be filed to the Complaint of

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT No. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY.

HEREOF faiJ not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

~~ WITNESS;~~the ^Hw^able^JAMES~P.~GQRTER, Chief~~jOglT~of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

City, the : i day of U.^^S^.I^I^t^. , 192 3

Issued the LSP. day ofC/ . .^/A/M.OiA^L^.., . . . . .y y iyrtthe^ear 192v3

MEMORANDUM:

You are required to file your Answer or other defence in the Clerk's Office, Room No. 235, in the

Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.)



ELSIE BYED

V S .

BERIIAHD BYRD

DAVIS S BISHOP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

B A N N E K E R B U I L D I N G

' 14 E. PLEASANT STREET

BAM'IMORC, MD.



ELSIE BYRD : . I I THE CIRCUIT COURT 110. 2

VS. : ? OF

BERNARD BIRD : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The answer of the respondent in the B i l l of

Complaint in the above case exh ib i t ed i s as f o l l o w s : -

(1) He admits s ta tements as contained in the

Complainant's first paragraph.

(2) He admits statements as contained in the

Complainant's second paragraph.

(3) He-denies with great emphasis the third

paragraph of the Complainant's Bill .

(4) He admits the statement as contained in the

fourth paragraph of the Complainant's Bil l .

Wherefore your respondent preys that the

Complainant's b i l l be dismissed.



Circuit Court Bo. 2

Elsie B. Byrd

Bernard Byrd.

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order of

Court thereon.



Elsie B. Byrd

vs.

Bernard Byrd.

IN THE

Circuit Court No» 2,.

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of tfye
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF ^iM!"?"6. .B.*. . B .7T. d ? . . ; . . ,

Plaintiff.

in this case, respectfully shows that she desire S > to take testimony in this case, arid

respectfully pray g that leave be granted . her to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED, this. S-fl.... .T. day of / / . /. ' 192OT, that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any. one of the

Standing Examiners of this Court.



In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CIT^

DEPOSITIONS

PLAINTIFF'S COSTS
Examiners $ _

~ Copies

Sheriff.

Stenographer.
t

DEFENDANT'S COSTS
Examiners. $

Copies

Sheriff. -

Stenographer - ,

10 rf/ =====



Jn 1I|? (Utrnrit (tort &h* • 3.

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the,

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUS^Y SAPPII4GT0N, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

.....^XcCA2d^L dayof_.6/./V^t^<^- 19^_, met on

the &SL£AJA^ day ofL^ JO/l^li/^^v^-. in the year nineteen

hundred andA^-£ud^r-C<&/lCiat my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the ^d^C^^U^Ji day o{^/k2^L^y^cJL/....

in the same year at-^<u<^~2L o'clock in the. -<?ft~H~£Si-.. r noon and the

office of- [J^Z>^AA^fjQft-x/ysd-. _ &4H?- ?- in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

.to take the following depositions, that

is to say



Byrd,

v.

Byrd.

Testimony taken at the office of Roy s. Bond,

Esq., March 1923, at two O'clock P. M.

Elsie B. Byrd, the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on her own "behalf, having been f i r s t duly

sworn, depn-eth a n d s a i t h a s follows, that i s to

say:

By the Examiner:

1 C£. State your name residence and occupation?

A. l l s i e B. Byrd, 324 ^Torth Pine Street; day's

worlc.

2 Q. T)o you knew the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my husband xs the De-

fendant.

By Mr. Bond;

1 Q. When, where and "by y«hom were you married?

A. I was married "b̂  the Reverend Mr. Norwood.

2 Q. When and ufaere?

A. 208 itforta Bruce s t ree t .

3 Q. In what City.

A. Baltimore, Maryland.

3 Q. Tffhat year?

A. 1912.

4 Q,. When ahout.

A. Thanksgiving time; alsout tha t time.



Elsie B. Byrd.

5 Q. Thanksgiving was about when?

A. November 25th.

6 Q. November 25th. , 1912?

A. Yes.

7 Q. And the Reverend t ha t married you, was he a

reg&arly Ordained Minister of the Gospel?

A. Yes.

8 Q,. Where were you married?

A. At home.

9 Q. In the presence of your home folks?

A. Yes.

10 Q. And thereafter you lived together as husband

and wife.

A. Yes.

11 Q,. Are you living with him now.

A. Itfo s i r .

12 q. Did- you leave him or did he leave you? .

A. He lef t me.

13 Q. When?

A. About October 13th., 1913.

15 Q. State the circumstances under which he l e f t you

on tha t date.



Elsie B. Byrd.

A. He used to drink and he came home on that dte,

and he was very abusive to me, and I was living with my

father, and ray father spoke to him about i t , and, of course

hew anted to go any how, and he left and he left his

clothes and a l l .

16 q. Dont you mean his trunk?

A. Yes; he took his clothes.

17 Q,. And what else did he leave; was the child "botn

at that time?

A. Yes.

18 q. How old was the"child?

A. About a year old.

19 q. What i s her name?

A. Thelma.

20 q. Have you any other children?

A. No sir .

21 q. Who raised that child?

A. I did.

22 q. Who has provided for i t s support since then?

A. I have.

23 q. I think that you told me that the only thing

that he gave her was a Christmas present?

A. Yes.

24 q. After he left you the 13th., October 1913, did

he ever come "back?



a

a Elsie Byrd.

A. No sir.

25 q . What happened six months after that?

A. Six months after thathewas in an argument and

he shot a man and! he killed him and got five years in

the Maryland Penitentiary.

26 Q. Six months after that he was sent to the Pen-

itentiary?

A. Yes.

3? Q. • And who came a nd got his trunk.

A. His mother came and got his trunk.

38 Q. And after he got out of the Penitentiary, did

he come "back?

A. No sir ; he never c ame "back.

39 Q. He has never come "back to you since the 13th. ,

October I9i3awhen hed eserted you?

A. Ho sir.

40 Q. were you always a kind, affectionate and

true wife towards your husband?

A. Yes.

41 <}. Was your conduct above reproach in al l re-

spects "both "before and since the separation?

A. Yes.

42 1. Did you give your hus"band any just cause or

reasontto abandon andd ssert you,

A. No s i r .



9 &

Elsie Byrd.

43 Q. Have you "been a resident of Baltimore City,

State of Maryland for a t leas t two years prior to

the fil ing of this suit?

A. Yes.

44 Q. Has this abandonment of you continued unin-

terruptedly for at least three years prior totthe

fi l ing of this suit?

A. Yes.

45 Q. Was hi3 going away h isdei ibera te and final

act?

A. Yes.

46 Q. Is there any hope or expectation of your

living with him again?

A. No s i r .

47 Q You have asked for t he care and custody of your

child; how old is she.

A. Ahout twelve years old.

48 Q. If granted the same will you do a motherfs

part "by the child in every particular and take care

of her..

A. Yes.

46 ty. Do you want anyssupport for the child?

A. Wo sir .



(WMSRAL QUasTIOW

Do you know or can you s t a t e any other n a t t e r

or thing that aiay e to the b e i " f i t or advantage of tht

p a r t i e s bo t i ^ s s u i t or c i ther of then, or that may be

aater.i<U. to the aubjuot of fchl», your eacaunination* or the

n a t t e r s In question Between the par t i e s? I f an9 str.te

the ;»m« f u l l ^ A h ^ ^t large i n ^ u r ansver*



William I . Parker, a witness of lawful age,

produced en "behalf of the Plaintiff, having been f i r s t

duly sworn, deposeth and s a i t h a s follows, that i s to

say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. William E. Parker, 518 Korth Mount Street;

laborer.

2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

By Mr. Bond:

1 Q. Do you remember whan the parties to this suit

lived together as husfeand and wife?

A. yes.

2 (}. Do you remember when they were known in society

and among the people as husband and wife and introduced

accordingly.

A. Yes.

3 Q. Were they married in Baltimore CityVby the

Reverend Mr. Nowood?

A. Yes.

4 Q. About Thanksging 1912 as she has expressed

here?

A. Yes.

5 Q,. Did you have occasion to v is i t them.



William 1. Parker.

A. Time and time again; I often went to the

house.

6 Q. Hew did tlaey get along?

A. She seemed to "be a good affectionate wife.
i

7 Q. How did he t r e a t her .

A. Itvras very s eldom that I saw him home; very

seldom.

x Q. Did he leave hE or did she leave him?

A. He l e f t her.

9 Q. When.

A. About t he 13th., of October 1913.

10 q How long was he away before he got in trouble?

A. About five or six months.

11 Q. He had only left her about five or six

months before.he got in trouble?

A. Yes. .

12 Q. Did he ever come back to the house since

the I3t3a, October 1913?

A. "Nfot to my knowing; I never met him there after

that .

13 $. How long did he stay in sthe Penitentiary?

A. Five years.

14 Q. Did he ever come back after that?

A. Ifo 3ir; not to my knowing; I have never met him



9

William E. Parker.

15 Q. And you have "been there frequently?

A. Yes.

15 Q. Are they related to you.

A. Yee

16 Q. What relation?

A. My niece; my s i s te r ' s child.

17 Q. Have the parties to this suit "both been

residents ofBSltimore City, .state of Maryland,

for more than two years prior to the filing of this

suit?

A. Yes.

18 Q. Have they "both been separated for a period

flf more than three years uninterruptedly and contin-

upusly since the time that he left herV

A. Yes.

19 Q. How did she treat her husband; was she always a

kind and true wife?

A. Yes;she seemed to be.

20 Q. Was her conduct above reproach in al l

respects both before and si nee t h e separation?

A. Yes.

21 Q,. Did she give her husband any just cause or

reason to abandon and desert her?

A. iTo siri as far as her conduct is concerned

itwas a l l right,



10

William E. parker.

22 q,. ?Ias he shown by his acts that he does not

intend to live with his wife any more.

A. Yes; he has shown that.

23 Q Was his going away his own deliberate and

final act?

A. Yes.

24 Q. I3 there any hope or expectation of

a reconciliation, or of them living together any more?

A. Mo sir.

25 Q. Are there any children a s 1hy result of this

marriage?

A. One.

26 Q. And in your opinion is the Plaintiff a f i t and

proper party to have the care and the custody of the

child?

A. One.

26 q. And is 3he able to suppoS^ducate andrear

the child.

A. Yes.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know o r oan you a t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or thing that may ^e to the "beiefit or advanta e of the

parties to tiassnit or either of them, or that may be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in quest Lorn "between the parties? If an, state

the jame ful^y an^ at large in your answer*

A.



No other witnesses being named or produced before, me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the.

closed the depositions taken in said caiWe and now jxtZurn. them closed under

hand and seal, on this._ 4^_^r§£_T7 day f&i^^V^c^l

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and_7U>t^^^W--^ -^^^=- at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.,^? ^%f S?

.(SEAL).
Examiner.

There are. V/P^J Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit, _ . . ^ .

Defendant's Exhibit ._ _ _\_

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify/ that I was employed .in assigning

Lt£.......a day, and taking the said depositions upon.-y^LP days, on

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on jTTtKTi&^i

by the Defendant . ^ , , _^ ^// ^

" Examiner.



Cir. Ct. No. 2.

E l s i e B. Byrd

Bernard Byrd.

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



Elsie B. Byrd

vs.
Bernard Byrd

To the Honorable

In the Circuit Court No. 2

Of Baltimore City.
\/jDfari TERM 191;*

The

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

for Plaintiff,

Solicitor for Defendant.

A



at ct. mo. 2

Order of Reference
and Report



IN THE

OTtrrutt GImtrt £fa. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 192v

This"case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..

day of ^•i.i^^S^L.. .fr% , 192v3 , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

, Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master
Bili....£il-ed....&y.....wlf..e^

abaaido.ruue.nt f.ax.....ihr.e.e.-..yje.a;rs.r.C.Q.±e....Ax.^

ansK£r.a..Pj:.Q.Q.f..._skQw.e.^ w}.irg.e....i:s.ar.B

co.ntiiauo.us.r.d.el.i.be^a.te.,.f..iiLal and.....u±.thjo.u.t....JaQ.pa.....ai'.....r.£ic.Q.nc.iliai.i.Q.n..T.hfi.....c.aE.e and

c.us.Laiy......Q.f......t:ha...;^^

r.ead^....^Qx....d.e.ci!.e.a»

Aud.i.±.QX....ani..JjaJa.8..t.c.r.̂ ..



Circuit Court IRcv 2

.^x:.

~v i'.i..

DECREE OF DIVORCE



Sl.sie.. .B...Byr.d...

VI.

IN THE

Circuit Court IRo. 2

..J5.c.rnar.d...By.r.i

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

^£^&xs£^...Za...^l<^^r...... TERM, 192 3 .

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court

read and considered.

It is thereupon, this <£:./.. rrr....'...::. day of Har.ch , Anno

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and twe.nty.....thr.e.e by the CIRCUIT COTJBT NO. 2

OF BALTIMORE CITY, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said El.S.ie....B, . Byr.d

the above named complainant be, and she is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRTMONII, from

the defendant. Bernard Byrd and the care and custody of the minor ch i l d Thelma

...Byr.d t.Q he av/.arde.d ...to the plaintiff.

And it is further Ordered, that the said.,

pay the cost of this proceeding.

..Defendant...

I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Circuit

Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby

certify that the above is a true copy of the

decree taken from the record of proceed-

ings in said cause.

IN TESTIMONY WHKBKOK, I hereunto set my

hand and affix the seal of the said Cotirl,

this day of.... 192

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.

x
. 

ir
 

is
 

--
. 

p
ro

p
o

r 
d

e
c

re
e

.

A
u

d
it

o
r 

|̂d
 

L
x

aa
te

i-
t


