
DAVIS S BISHOP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

By* A N E K E R . B U I L D I N G



Lillie May Butler In 'Hie Circuit Court

vs of

Samuel 1*'. Butler Bal timbre City.

To The Honorable, The Cudge of Said Court:

Your oratrix complaining respectfully states:-

3?IRST, that the parties hereto were married on

or about February 10th. 1908 by Rev.Boysley Boyce at Edgewood

Maryland and lived together as man and wife until on or about

the 30th. of October 1911.

SEC01TD, that both parties are residents of the

State of Maryland and have been for more than two years prior

to the filing of this bi l l of complaint.

THIRD, that though the conduct of your oratrix

toward her husband has always been kind, affectionate and a-

bove reproach, he without any just cause or reason abandoned

and deserted your oratrix. That the said desertion has con-

tinued uninterruptedly for more than three years prior to the

filing of this bi l l of complaint. That the said defendant has

declared his intentions to live no longer with your oratrix.

That the said separation of the parties are beyond any reason-

able hope or expectation of reconciliation.

]?©URTH, that your oratrix has never dondoned

nor forgiven the said desertion, that she has never cohabited

with the said respondent since the desertion.

1'IFTH, that there are no children born as a

result of said marriage.

a-a A divorce a vinculo matrimonnii from the respondent,
b-b Such other and further relief as the case may re-

quire.

Attorney For Complainant.



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Fortn No. 21 2ii 10-14-19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

J

County, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday Qfc^j^Sr4sy?/S^*!L~rrrT7. 19 JT^J.. to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS the honorable MORRIS A. SOPE^, * Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the " / day of.: \J:Y.U*4d-'.. 19

Issued the. day of.



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form No. 21 2M 10-14-19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Of Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday of xyvL^ASl^*^ 19 ../V./. to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the H day of (/rf/1 &U 191 T
Issued the / day of

Clerk



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form No. 21 2M 10-14-19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State o( Maryland
v

County, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside,.you be in your

person before the CircuitXlourt of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday of y*^^/{JuCsvi< I 9 ' to answer the complaint of

9n
- • r

against you in said Court exhibited.

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.
: " -WITNESS the honorable MORRIS A. SORER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the / day of

Issued the / day of in the year( 19

Clerk



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form No. 21 2M 10-14-19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
Gin

County, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday o L < r t O w ^ 4 . '.19 to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.

-HEREOR_faiLnot,-as you_will..aiiswer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS the honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

• • ^ (
of Baltimore City, the f -day of :

Issued the : !...}?L. day of



WM. O. WERTENBAKER
SHERIFF FOR FREDERICK COUNTY.

FREDERICK, MARYLAND.

July 9,1921.

Ilr •Charles R.Whiteford,

Clerk of Circuit Court,

"Baltimore sMdo

Dear Sir:-

I have sent the enclosed summons into every district in Frederick County,

and have been unable to locate this man.

I?rom the address given I feel sure that this party is not in Frederick County

as there is no place by the name of Deer Creek in this County.

yours very respectfully,

WOTSp&nai Sheriff.



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form No. 21 2M I0-14-19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
' I n • .

County, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU^that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuj£-\Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second. Monday of L^dsiJLzfy/lclq' ' 9. *—:/ to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS the honorable MORRIS A. SORER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the .'...//

. £11
Issued the day of



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form No. 21 2M 10-14-19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

County, Greeting:

• WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOl^ that all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circark Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday of \~A<//M?Jfl}/i/>±il.. 19.. °r?..l. to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

L, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the.' ,/../ day oiJCMJ/ys^/ 19

Issued the... Or....'. day of



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form No. 2il 2.M 10-14-19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Of ILJ^fMdL County, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOUrthat. all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday oiS^^.M^/pL£0l4t*/o^A9...^f. to answer the complaint of

against you in.said Court exhibited.

HEREOF fail not, as you will'answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS the honorable MORRIS A. SOPE&, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the / . / day of ML^LJ^L^ 19

Issued the / day of Z^1

Clerk





SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form No. 21 2.vi 10-14-19

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
So

ami

County, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOUf'that. all excuses set aside, you be in your

person before the Circujrt Cour^ of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the

Second Monday oi^^.JiAySMMWV.. 1 9.'~/ to answer the coniplaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.

H E R E O F "fairnot, as yoii^ill"^n~swer~t'lie"cont"far3raf your peTil. ' " - . -—••

W I T N E S S the honorable'MORRIS A. SOPE^R, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench

of Baltimore City, the ....../ day

Issued the / day of in the year 19 £-"/



lo the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS



< • • *

. Butler,

v.

Butler.

Testimony taken at the office of Mr. Davis,

Pleasant street, Baltimore, Maryland, January 3rd.,

1922,. at eleven O'clock A. M.

LILLI1 MAY BUTLER,' the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on her own "behalf, having "been first duly1 gworn

depnseth and saith as follows, that is to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q,. state your name residence . and occupation?

A. Lillie May Butler, 1113 North Dallas Street;

household work'. '

2 Q, Do you knrw the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my hus"band is the De-

fendant.

• BY MR. DAVIS:

1 Q,. When were you married?

. A. February 10th., 19 o 8.

2 Q,. Were you married "by a Minister of the Gospel?

A. Yes. . > '

3 (J, In Baltimore, Maryland?

A. NO; at Bdgewood, Maryland.

4 Q. Were you married, according to a Religious

Ceremony?

• A. Y e s . •



Lil l ia May Butler.

5 Q,. Have you "be-.n & resident nf Baltimore Cit j ,

State if Maryland, for at least two years prior to

the f i l ing of this suit?

A. Yes.

6 0o. Hr • l cno

A. I have lived i n •Baltimore altogether seven years

7 0. And yr.ur hushand: Is he a resident rf the

State rf Maryland?

A. Ye s t

8 0,. And h.̂ s he "been a resident of the stntt; rf Mary-

land for the last twr yaars prior to the fil ing (f this

suit?

A. Yes.

9 Q,. Are there any children of this marritige?

A. "So oir.

10 Q. Wtiiit was y« ur conduct towards ^ our hus"band

while l ivin • together?

A. I was always kind, and always tried to

do what was r i rht towards him.

11 Q,. state whether or not you were always a

kind, affectionate and faithful wife?

A. I was always kind and faithful to him, snd I

did Whatever T could do towards helping him up, o.nd

I' did not do anything that war displeasing to him.



Lillie May Butler.

12 Q. Are ycu and your husband living together now ?

A. Uo sir. •

13 Q. Which left the nther; did he lea.ve you or did

you leave him?

A. He left me.

14 Q. When did he leave you?

A. He left me the last time the last part of Oc-

tober 1911. •

15 Q, Did he have any just cause or reason to abandon

and desert you at that time?

A. , Wo sir ; he di d not have any reason

or cause that I know of.

16 Q,. What happened on the day that he lef t you?

A... There wasBnt anything that happened at al l ;

he just said that he had gotten a le t ter from

his brother at- Deer Creek, and that he was very sick,

and that he wanted, to go up and see how his brother was.

17 q. And did he go?

A. Yes.

19 Q What happened after that?

A. Well, then, during the week on Sunday he came back

and he said that his brother w a s all right, and he

stayed until Monday morning, and then he went away

morning, stating that he thought that he would



Lillie May Butler .

stay up there for the Winter, and he went up there and sta

stayed, and I did not see him any more.

20 Q. When he remained away from you, did you make any

attempt to get him to come "back to you or toaallow you

to come to him, so that you could live together as

•hus"band and wife should?

A. Yes.

21 Q,. And what was his reply?

A. He did not say anything whatever;- whether he

would, come "back or no.

22 Q. > Have you ever seen him personally so that

you could talk to him?

A. No sir.

23 q. Did he always know where he could locate you

if he wanted to come back to you or if he wanted

you to come to him so that you could live together as

husband and wife?

A. Yes..

24 CJ. As a matter of fact you wrote a number of letters

trying to get him to come "back to you and these let-

ters were ignored "by him; is'nt that true?

A. Yes.

25 Q. Has this abandonment continued uninterruptedly

since OctobE 30th., 1911?



Li l l i e May Butfcr.

26 Q. State whether or not said abandonment v?as

deliberate and f inalj did he deliberately and f inal ly

abandon and desert you?-

A. Yes.

27 Q. gtate whether or not there is any raasonable

expectation of a reconcil iat ion; do you ever expect

them to make up and live together again?

A. No s i r .



Bo you know or oan you state any other natter

or thing that may \>* to the be-nefit or advantage of th»

part eg to this suit, or either of them, or that aay be

Material to the acb.it-ot of this, your ex&mi atlon, or th»

ftfktterB in question betwff-n the praties? If so, state

the same fully and at large in your answer.



I.AVTNIA PEAKER, a. witness of lawful age, produced

on behalf of the P la in t i f f , having "been f i r s t duly sworn,

deposeth and sa i th as follows, that i s to cay:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. - Lavinia Peaker, 1113 Nort11 Dallas Street]

washing. •

2 Q. . Do you know the pa r t i e s ' to t h i s sui t?

" A. Yes.

BY ME: DAVIS:

1 Q. Are you related to either of the-parties to' this

suit? • '

A. She is my daughter. • .

2 Q,. Are the parties to this suit husband and wife?

A . Yes.

3 Q. Did they live together as husband and wife and v/ere

they always known and recognized in the community in

which they lived as husband and wife?

A Yes; they were married at my house.

4 Q. Has the Plaintiff "been a resident of Baltimore

City,state of Maryland, for at least two years prior to

the filing of this suit?

A » Ye s•

5 Q. Are there any children as the result of

this marriager . • .



8

Lavinia Peaker.

A. No f i i r .

6 Q. What was her conduct towards her -husband while

living together?

A. Well, she tried to treat him al l . r ight .

7 Q. .State whether or. not she was always a'kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A . Yes.

8 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. No sir.

9 Q. Which left the other?

A. He left h»r; he left her without a hit of cause

at all.

10 Q. When?

A. . October-1911.

11 Q, Were ynu living in-the same house with them

at the time he-left her?

A. Yes. .

12 q. What happened when he left hera

A. Nothing did not happenj he just went away

on his own account; there was not a thing "between them

at all.

13 Q. Do you know as a matter of fact that your

daughter has written to her hushand and tried to ef-

fect a reconciliation with him



lavinia Peaker.

A. Yes; she told me that she wrote to him and I

also saw the latters. Of course, I did not raad them

"because I can not read very well.

14 Q. Has he provided or offered to provide a home

for his wife since he abandoned and deserted her?

A. ¥o sir,

15 Q,. Was there anything to prevent him doing so if

he had wanted to? ' •

A. Not a thing at all, sir.

16 o. State whether or not said abandonment has

continued uninterruptedly sinee October 1911 ; have they

lived or cohabited together since October 1911?

A. No sir; they have not.

17 Q. State whether cr not said abandonment was

deliberate and final; did he deliberately and finally

abandon and desert his wife?

A. Yes.

18 Q,. state whether or not there is any reasonable

expectation of a reconciliation; do you ever expect

them to make up'and live together again?

A. $o sir .



GBttRR/I,

Do you know or can you s t a t e any other n a t t e r

e r thing that may bf to the b e n e f i t or advantage of th»

part e s to th i s s u i t , o r e i t h e r of them, or that may he

material to the subjf-ot of t h i s , your exami a t ion , or th»

p a t t e r s in question between the part ies? If 30, s t a t e

the same f u l l y and at large in your answer.



11

CARRIE PJi'AKBR, a, witness of lawful age, produced

on "behalf oft the P l a in t i f f , having "been f i r s t duly sworn,

depnseth and saith as follovys, tha t i s t t o say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Carrie Peaker, 1113 Wort11 Dallas St ree t ; house-

hold work.

2 Q. Do you know the pa r t i e s to th i s su i t?

A. Yes.

BY MR. DAVIS:

1 Q. Are they husband and wife?

A. Yes.

2 Q. Are they related to you? .

A. Mrs.Butler is my sister.

3 Q, Did they live together as husband and wife and

were they always known, and recognized in the community

in'which they lived as husband and wife?

. A . Yes. • .

3 Q. Has the Plaintiff, your sister, been aresident

of Baltimore City, State of Maryland, for at least two yeajg

prior to the fil ing of this suit?

A . Yesz

5 Q. Arre there any children as the result of this mar-

riage?

A. >To sir . • .



12

Carrie peaker.

livihg together? .

A. Always faithfulaand kind.

7 Q. State whether or not she was always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

& Q, . Are the parties to this suit living together

no w?

A. No sir. , .

9 Q. • Which left the other?

A . He left her.

10 Q. When?

A. ' Octo"ber 1911.

11 Q. I^d he have any jus t cause or r&ason to

abandon and desefct his wife at that time?

A. No. s i r .

12 Q. Were you living in the same house in which

they lived at the.time that he left his wife?

A. Yes. :

13 Q. State what happened at the time that he

left his wife?

A. Nothing at all happened.

14 Q,. Explain what you mean "by that; what did he sayor

do on that occasion when he left.

A -j.e said that he was going to eer Creek to see



13

Carrie "Peaker.

his "brother.

15 QT. After he left his /vife in tiie,t ,.cv , do jOu know

whether or not his wife wrote tn him and attempted to

get him to come "back and l ive with her or have him send

for her so frha.t she could <•;<•> toid live vath him.

A. Yes; she wrote to ±}i him.

16 0,. War she successful in "bringing him "back ?

A. TT° s i r .

1? Q. TT̂ S he provided <<r attempted to prrvide a

home fr r h is wife since he abandoned and deserted

h e r '

A. Wo Kir.

18 Q. Wa:- there anything to prevent him coming hack

if he had wanted to .

A . No r.iir; nothing at a l l prevented him from

coming "back.

19 cif State whether r r not said abandonment has con-

tinued uninterruptedly since Octoher 1911?

A. Yey.

2^ Q. State vfhether cr not i^aid abandonment was

deliberate and f ina l ; die- hu deliberately and f inal ly

abandon and desert hie .vife?

A. *>Yes.
* \

2



14

Carrie Peaker.

21 Q, state whether or not there is any r&asonable

expectation of a reconciliation; do you ever expect

them to make up and live together again?

A. No sir.

\



GENERAL QUESIOJT

Do you know or can you state any other matter

or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage- of tht

part es to this suit, or either of them, or that may be

material to the sub,jeot of this, your exami ation, or th»

flatterB in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully and at large in your answer.


