
IS THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

BALTIMORE COY1

WILLIAM KDGAE BUKKETT

VS.

HELEN BUBKETf

BILL FOR DIVORCE

flAVIS S BISHOP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW



WIU.IAM &DG.AB BUffiKETT : IE THE ulBCUM CODE!

T8. i OF

HELM BURKETT : BALTIMORii CITY

TO THE HOHORABLE.THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Orator complaining res-oectfully represents:-

(1) That he was married to his wife, Helen Burkett, on or

about the 27th day of March,1913 and with whom he resided until

about June 18,1918.

(2) That though the conduct of your Orator toward the said

Helen Burkett has always been kind, affectionate and above re-

proach, she has, without just cause or reason abandoned and de-

serted him and has declared her intentions to live with him no

longer, and that such abandonment ha6 continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years and is deliberate and final, and the

separation of the parties is beyond any reasonable expectation

of reconciliation.

(3) That your Orator has not lived or co-habited with the

said defendant since said desertion,

(4) That there are no children as issue of said m»rriage.

(5) That both your Orator and the defendant are oitieens

of the State of Maryland, having resided in B altimore City for

more than three years prior to the filing of this bill.



I

TO THE END,THEREFORE:

(a) That your Orator may be divorced a Vinculp Matrimonii

from the said Helen Burkett.

(b) That he may have such other and further relief as his

oase may require* ;

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Orator

the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Helen Burkett,

commanding and requiring her to be and appear in this Court on

ijsome day certain to be named therein to agswer the premises and

!abide by and perform such deoree or brder as may be passed therein*

P • ;
;! AHD as in duty bound, etc*

JJ'Og



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—6M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of June next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answerji/be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES PrGO'RTERyCrlief Judge orthrSupreme Bencfrof

Baltimore City, the 14th day of May 192 3

Issued the / / day of May , in the year 192 3

Chas R. Whiteford Clerk.

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



in the
•ircuit \~:;ri

. . ••dp-arTiurXel^r

Helen Purkett

*np?^!

WILLIAM C. McCARD
-ATTORNEY AT LAW



Wm. Edgar PurKett ) in the

vs ) Circuit Court

Helen EurXett ) of

) Baltimore City

TO the Honorable the Judge of RPid Court:-

Your defendant by her attorney, v-'n. c. MoCard, re-

speot-^ully answering the Pill of Complaint ir. this nsupe scninst

h-r exhibited says:-

Flrrt:

She admits the allegation? as pet forth in par?r'r *•>•>•• one
of the Bill of Complaint.

Second:

She denies e?ch and every allegation pet forth in para-
graph two and demands strict proof of the same.

She denies the allegations net out in paragraph three of
said Bill.

Fourth:

She admitP the allegations pet fort); in paragraphs four
and five of paid Bill.

Fifth:

And further answering Your defendant pe-yp that rhe is a
Teak woman and hap no Means of mn;.ort, or meanr; to defend thin
suit other than her own labor an a domestic; but that the plain-
tiff is an able bodied man regularly employed an.-i receiver #40.0
per weeK wages.

That she is advised that this Honorable Court wil] al-
low her such a SUIT, FIP alimony pendente lite and such e further
r-:um to employ Counsel ??• to thin Court rcs?/ pf-r uxst and proper.

And having fully answered Your defendant prayo-

a. That thiP Honorable Court allow her such a
weekly pum PR alimon3' pendente lite as may seem
.lust.

b. That she may be allowed such a further sum as
will permit her defend this suit.

o. Thai she may be dismissed hence with her Costs.

And as in duty bound &o.

Defendant

Mtorneytffir Defendant.



State of Maryland,

Baltimore City, to-wit:-

I Hereby Certify that on this ay of June in the yeai
one thousand nine hundred and twenty three before me, the subscrib-
er , a Notary Public of the State of Maryland in and for Balti-
more City aforesaid personally appeared the aboved named Helefi
BurKett, defendant and made oath in due forri of law the that
matters and facts in the foregoing, answer are true to the best
of her knowledge and belief.

Witness my hand and Notarial Seal.



Order Counsel Fee and Alimony
Pendente Lite



o
—IN THE-

CIRCUIT COURT
—OF—

BALTIMORE CITY

TERM

ORDERED BY THE COURT this 6L# day of

that the Plaintiff.

pay to the Defendan
J

the sum of ...y^.7I^X77Zj^..A. Dollars as Counsel Fee for the

Solicitor of the Defendant and .that he further pay the sum of

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit, to the said Defendant*

as Alimony, pendente lite, unless cause to the contrary be shown on or before the. /

irovided a copy of this Order be served on the said Plaintiff

or before the.

day of

TRUE COPY—TEST:

CLERK



A copy of the foregoing order having been served upon the defendant as is

shown by the Sheriff's return hereon, and no cause to the contrary having been shown,

it is this / S day of/^^^S>^^ 1 9 ^ ? , ordered by the Circuit

Court of Baltimore City that the same be, and it is hereby made absolute and final.



CIRCUIT COURT

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order

of Court thereon.



Form 25-8M—6-19

VS.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF..

in this case, respectfully shows that desire

respectfully pray that leave be granted

Examiners of this Court.

to take testimony in this case, and

to do so before one of the Standing

ORDERED, this \P day of.

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one

of the Standing Examiners of this Court. ^
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In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS



Jn % GItrrmt Okmrt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSî Y SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of ^he above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

71y , met on71 o 'F
day of_i/_ i>jkfe£y in the year nineteen

my office, îo the City of Baltimore, in the State

the.

hundred a

of Maryland, and assigned the^_ - ̂ &O$s&& day of.,

in the same vear at ^O^-A^L ^-o'clock in the fiJ^^A^..rr. _noon and the

office o(-A4* &J/J{JJ*dfeJu*jd&UH<J--Ul*rfr- l_in the City and State

aforesaidL as the time and place Tor such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been givpn, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

to take the following depositions, that

is to say::V



WILLIAM EDGAR BURKETT

-vs- • '

Helen Burkett.

Testimony taken at the office of A. de R. sappington,

Esq., 733-45 Title Building, Balto., Md., July 6M1, 1923,

at 3 o'clock P. M. -

WILLIAM EDGAR BURKETT, the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on hisroWncUehalfv'.having been first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name, residence and occupation?

A. William Edgar Burkett, 1510 McCulloh Street.

Chauffeur.

2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and the defendant is my wife.

BY MR. DAVIS:

1 Q, When, where and by whom were you married?

A. March 27th, 1913 in Baltimore City by the Pastor

of the Enon Baptist Church.

2 Q. After your marriage where did you and your wife

live?

A. iolO Park Avenue.

3 Q. Are you living together now?

, A. No.

4 Q. Which left the other?



-2-

William Edgar Burkett.

A. I left her.

5 Q. Why?

A. Because she. never would cook my meals. She would

go out and stay until three and four o'clock in the

morning. She neglected our home and when I asked her

where she had "been she wouldn't give me any answer.

When I came home I had to prepare my own meals or buy

them in the lunch room. There would "be nothing in the

house to eat. If I asked her why she would not give me

any reason, "but would go up stairs singing or something

like that. I hae told her that if she did not do "better

I would leave her and she would say she wished that I

would go. She was quarrellsome. I couldn't talk.;to

either a man or a woman without her quarrelling.

6 Q. What was your conduct towards her?

A. I was a kind and affectionate husband and provided

for her. She did not have to work all she had to do was

to take care of the house.

7 Q. When was it that you separated?

A. It was in the Pall of 1918. I don't recall the

date.

8 Q. Have you lived or cohabited with her since the

separation?

A, No.

9 Q. Were there any children born as the result of this



William Edgar Burke t t . -3-

marriage?

a. No.

10 Q. Has the abandonment and desertion of you by your

wife continued uninterruptedly for over three years

prior to the filing of your Bill?

A. Yes.

11 Q. Is it deliberate and final and beyond; any hope of

a reconciliation?

A. Yes.

12 q. How long have you livedin Baltimore City, Maryland?

A. Thirty years and I still live here.

13 Q. Have you ever tried to get your wife to come

back and live with you again?

A» Yes, but she went away and didn't give me any

reason.

14 Q. "Where does she live now?

A. With her mother in this City.

15 Q. Did you see your wife after the separation and did

you ask her to return to you?

A. Yes, she said.she would not.

16 Q. How often did you see her?

A. I naw her twice and asked her to come back, but

she would not. I saw her in June and July, 1919.



QUESTION

Do you know or can you state any other ratter

or thins thai may be to the benefit or adYanta&c of the

parties to this suit, or either of then, or thut ufaybe

material r<o the subject of thl6| your examination, or th«

matters in question "between the partiec? If so, otats

the MOM fully and at lar^e in your answer*



-5-

ALBERTA G. CAMPHER, a witness of lawful age, produced

on "behalf of the Plaintiff, having "been first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q, State your name, residence and occupation?

A. Alberta G, Campher, 1206 Pennsylvania Avenue,

Pantry Woman,

2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes'iv I have known him all my life. He. is my

brother and I have known her since they were married,

BY MR, DAVIS:

. 1 Q, When were they married?

A, It was in 1913, I was not present at their

wedding, "but they both told me they were married and

they lived together as husband and wife,

2 Q, What was your brother's conduct towards his wife?

A. It seemed to be all right. He provided for her.

She did not have to work and he was kind and affectionate

towards her,

3 Q, What was her conduct towards him?

A, She treated him like somebody who was strange like>-

that hadn't met him. She got so that she did not cook his

meals or take care of the house and if he asked her why

his meals were not ready she would give him no answer, I

know that she used to go out with my cousin and I have heard

his wife say that she had stayed outlate and bragged about it



-6-

Alberta G, Campher,

4 Q. Did you hear your brother say that if she did not

do "better he. would leave her?

A. Yes and she "said she did not care.

5 Q. Are they living together now?

A. No.

6 Q,. Which left the other?

A. He left her,

7 Q. Why?

A. Because of her treatment of hinu

8 Q. Were any children born of this marriage?

A. No,

9 Q, How long has your brother lived in Baltimore CityV

Maryland?

A. All his life,

10 Q, Does he live in Baltimore City?

A. Yes,

11 Q, About when was it that they separated?

' A. It was in 1918,

12 Q, Has the abandonment of the Plaintiff by the

defendant continued uninterruptedly for more than three

years prior to the filing of the Bill in thiscase?

A. Yes,

13 Q, In your opinion is the separation deliberate and

final and beyond any hope of a reconciliation?

A. I think so, I am almost sure of that.



-7-

Albert G» Carapher.

14 Q, Since the separation have they lived or co-

habited together?

A. Not to my knowledge• No. I know that he has-,

not lived with her.



CPWB1ML

Do you know or can you state any other natter

or thing that nay be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this e l i t , or either of them, or thut oaybo

aaterlal to the eubjeot of thin, your eauwnination, or the

natter0 in queatlon between the partieo? If oot :• f.afce

the same fully and at lar^e in your answer*

A.—



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the -^fZw&4A^UJLJ-

closed the depositions taken in said (cause and now ̂ return them closed-Hinder rnv

hand and seal, on this •__ v ^ ^ ^ ^ T ^ - . d a y of^g3^%S5555$T*

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and.^LClL^cdc^/-- f^ZvLAJLC* at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

.. . .(SEAL).
xaminer.

There

Plaintiff's Exhibit

Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Defendant's Exhibit

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify /that I was employed kn assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon 4WJ^_ days, on--

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant



SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



In the Circuit Court

Of Baltimore City.

.TERM 192.
To the Honorable

Judge of the Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

Solicitor for Defendant.

•> ' . ' . i i ; 1



Order of Reference
and Report



IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 192

This case being^ubmitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this

-day ^^..7ES£f^C^ t^'> , 192-^;hat the same be and it is hereby referred to

, , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

/

Report of Auditor and Master

Bill....£.ile.d--iJhy--lius.l3aiid.-agains!t...wii!e...fJOT. a divorce a vinculo matriraonii

.for abandonment for three years . Code Art . 16., Sec, 36.

Defendant summoned and answers... ..,,-,.,..,..,..,,

.„..„. .Proof shows marriage, residence and abandonmentfor three, yea r s , ..con-

t inuous, de l i be ra t e , f i n a l and -without hope of . . reconci l ia t ian.

Case ready for decree , ...-.

Auditor and Master.....



CIRCUIT COURT

William.Edgar. .Burke-tt

VS.

Helen 3urkett

fceoorded

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.



Decree of Divorce K
IN THE

. Burke.tl. Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY
VS.

He.l.en..Bur.ke.tt V^^/--^^-^---~- Term, 19

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. f) ~ / -vA i // // \

It is thereupon, this .7. / day ol^^^.\^k^m^-. , A. D..192:3.

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said - - - - - - -

. - r . - r . - r - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - ^ ^

the above named Complainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, .the...said-Helen..3urJicet.t<...: :...!

4

y>

And it is further Ordered, That the said

pay the cost of this proceeding.
..plaintiff.

/

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19.


