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BLANCHE V.SMITH IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

vs OP

WILLIAM A.SMITH BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your oratrix complaining respectfully says:-

FIRST, That the parties hereto were married on or a-

bout December 20, 1905, by Rev.Lilly a Methodist minister in Bal-

timore City, State of Maryland and lived together as man and wife

until on or about August 15, 1910.

SECOND, That your oratrix is a resident of the city

of Baltimore, State of Maryland and have been for more than two

years prior to the filing of this bill of complaint, that the

respondent is a resident of the State of liaryland and has been

for more than two years prior to the filing of this bill of com-

plaint.

THIRD, That though the conduct of your oratrix to-

ward her husband has always been kind, affectionate and above re-

proach, he without any just cause or reason abandoned and desert-

ed her and has declared his intentions to live with her no longer,

that such abandonment has continued uninterruptedly for more than

three years prior to the filing of this bill of complaint and was

deliberate and final, and beyond any reasonable hope or expecta-

tion of reconciliation.

FOURTH, That your oratrix has never condoned nor

forgiven the said desertion, that he has never co-habited with

the said respondent since the desertion.

FIFTH, That there is one child born as a result of

said marriage. Ethel Smith, fourteen years of age.

^a-a^A divorce n. Vinculo Katrimonnii from the respondent,
b-b Such other and further relief as the case may require.

MAY IT PL^iASE Your Honor to grant unto your ora.trix
a writ of subpoena, directed unto the said respondent, commanding
hî i to be or appear in this Court on some day certain, to named
therein, to perform such decree as may be passed in the premises.

AS in duty bound etc.

TTOP



SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18e—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

(Ho

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of November ' next

cause an appearance-to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:
James P.; Gorter

WITNESS, t h e ' H o n o i M r r a i S S ^ ^ Bench of

Baltimore City, the 12th day of September 192 1 .,

Issued the ^7/ day of .".October ! , in the year 192 1

Chas R.i fhiteford ^

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)





SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



Form 18—6M

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

-jJlL-1:,: I
REISSUED TO

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of Noveob&F next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

Jams P. Sorter
WITNESS, the Hnnm-ahig ift*WMMftrfrî rftyf fly rhigf Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 12th day of S&ptafflbeT 192 1

Issued the s), / day of QCtobeT , in the year 192 \

Chas R.. Whitoford Clerk-

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's^
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days
after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)
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W

J . STEWARD DAVIS, SOLICITOR

14 iD.PIdiA.SAFT ST.

IF THE CIRCUIT COURT 01? BALTIMORE CITY.

BLANCHE V. SMITH VS. WILLIAM A.SfcTITH.

ORDER 01' PUBLICATION: (

The object of this suit is to procure a decree for a

divorce A VIFCULO MATRIMONII, by the plaintiff from the defendant.

The Bill states that the parties thereto were married

in Baltimore City, State of Maryland by Rev. Lilly a Methodist

minister on or about December 20, 1905; and lived together as

man and wife until on or about August 15, 1910. That the plain-

tiff is a resident of the city of Baltimore, State of Maryland

and has been for more than two years prior to the filing of this

bi l l of complaint. That though the conduct of the plaintiff to-

wards her husband was always kind and affectionate and above re-

proach, he without any just cause or reason abandoned and desert-

ed her, and has declared his intentions to live with him no long-

er; that there is one child born as a result of said marriage.

/"'That two sucessive writs of subpoena issued to the last

known address of the defendant have been returned non est by the

sheriff of Baltimore CityJ It is thereupon bjz: the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City, ordered this day of*«^ 1921; that the plain-

tiff by causing a copy of this order to be inserted in some dai-

ly newspaper, published in the city of Baltimore, once a week

for four successive weeks, before the day of(y^ 192fl»-~and give no

-tice to the said defendant, William A.Smith(now absent) of the

object and substance of this bi l l and warning her to be andt ap-

pear in this court in person by solicitor, on or before the.

^ to show cause if any she may have, why a decree should not

be passed as prayed.



Certificate of Publication



THE DAILY RECORD

J. Steward navls, Solicitor,
14 E. Pleasant St. •

IN TUB CIRCUIT COURT OF BAILTI-
XIOR'E CITY—(B—555—1021)—Blanche V.

Smith vs. William A. Smith.
ORDER OF PUBLICATION.

The-object of this suit-is to .procure';!
decree for a di-voroo a vinculo matrimonii*
bv the plaintiff from the defendant. j

'The bill states that the parties thereto !
were married in Baltimore City, iState- of
Maryland, by Rev. Lilly, a Methodist
minister, on or about December 20, 1905,
and lived together as man arid wife until
on or about August lo, 1910. That the
plaintiff is a resident of-the City of '•Balti-
more. State of Maryland, and has been for
more than two years prior to the filing of
this bill of complaint. Tlint, though the
•conduct- of the plaintiff toward her hus-
band was always kind and affectionate
and above reproach, he, without any just
cause or reason, abandoned and deserted
her, and has declared his intentions to
live with her no longer; that there, is one
child born as a result of said marriage.

That two successive- writs of subpoena,
issued to the last-known address of the
defendant, have boon returned non est. by
the Sheriff of Baltimore City. It is there-
upon, by the Circuit Court of Baltimore
City, ordered this 20th day of December,
1021; that the plaintiff, by causing a copy
of this order to be inserted in some daily
newspaper, published in the City of Bal-
timore, once a week for four successive
weeks, before the 20th day of January,
1022, give notice to the said defendant,
William A. Smith (now absent), of the
object and substance of this bill and warn-
ing him to be and appear in this Court, in
person or by solicitor, on or before the
8th day of February, 1922, to show cause,
if any he- may have, why a decree should
not be passed as prayed.

' .CHAS. W. HEUISLER..
True copy—Test:

CHAS. R. WHITEFORD,
rl22,29ja5,12 . ' Clerk

p , . J A M * 1922 1Q_
Baltimore, , 192

We hereby certify that the annexed advertise-

ment of Order A..^^Zn^^W?2d^C^^....Circuit Court

vs

was published in THE DAILY RECORD, a daily news-

paper published in the City of Baltimore, once in each of

successive weeks before the

of ̂ ^ ^

First insertion ^ Z ^ ^ ^ c ^ ^ ^ . , . - ^ . ^ - - . ? ^ ^ ^ ? : : , 192J—

THE DA1I RECORD

•&••



Decree Pro Confesso



[DEGREE PRO CONFESSO.]

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

. [

Term 192 2-
.^\^<J^U having been duly

summoned notified by Order of Publication) to appear to the Bill of Complaint and having failed to appear thereto, accord-

ing to the exigency of the "•••' (said Order)

It is thereupon this llf.'.Tf day of '...(..iJr^y^Z.. in the year nineteen hundred

and "...Yrr\)....??. by the Circuit Court ISer^T of Baltimore City ADJUDGED ORDERED and DECREED,

that the complainant is entkled to relief in the premises, and that die Bill of Complaint be and is hereby taken pro confesso

against said defendant ^l^<iJ^S^4A^....C^. V^XM^C^x

But because it doth not certainly appear to what relief the plaintiff is entitled, it is further ADJUDGED and ORDERED,

that one of the Examiners of this Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the Bill.

STATE OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE CITY, to wit:

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That on this day of , 19 , before the

subscriber, a , of the State of Maryland, in and for Baltimore City, personally

appeared ..the plaintiff in this action, and

made oath in due form of law that ..the defendant is not in the

military service of the United States.



lo the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS



p

vs.

J n thi> (Etrrutt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the.

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue ô  an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

. _ _day of.

_day oL

19«-_£._, met on

^.in the year nineteen

hundred andyL^MrCcCJ^-f'rf^?_at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the

D '
in the same vear at_ _ .. -JfciJft , o'clock in the ^-

•n f1 I 7 in the City and State

aforesaid", ahthe time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place 1* attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

.to take the following depositions, that
7

is to say:—



Smith,

v.

Smith.

Testimony tkken at the office of Mr. Davis,

215 St. Paul place, Baltimore, Maryland, March
1

1922, at 5 O'clock P. M.

BLANCHE V. SMITH, the P l a in t i f f in t h i s case ,

produced on her own "behalf, having been f i r s t duly

sworn, deposeth and s a i t h as follows, tha t i s to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Blanche V. Smith, 1639 East Madison S t ree t ; I do

day'3 work.

2 q. Bo you know the pa r t i e s to t h i s sui t?

A. Yes; I am the P l a in t i f f and my husband i s the De-

fendant.

BY MR. DAVIS:

1 q. When, where and "by whom were you married V

A. December 20th., 1905.

2 q. Where?

A. 2120 Bast McBlderry Street.

3 q, in Baltimore City?

A. Yes.

4 q. By whom?

A. The Reverend M*", Lilly.

5 q. Pastor of what Church**

A. The Methodist Church.



Blanche V. Smith.

6 Q. Are you and your husband living together now?

A. Ho sir.

7 Q. Which left the other?

A. He left me.

8 Q. About when did that occur?

A. About the 15th., of August 1910.

9 Q. Now, state the circumstances surrounding your

husband's abandoning'and deserting you?

A. Well, he left me on account of non-support;

he did not support me at all.

10 Q. He did not support you and went right on away?

A. Yes.

11 Q. Did you do your duty as a good and faithful

wife should have donettowards her husband?

A. I did.

12 Q. Was the abandonment of you by your husband

deliberate, continuous and uninterrupted and final for

more than three years prior to the time of the filing of

thi3 Bill of Complaint?

A. Yes.

13 Q. !T<yw, it has been ever since when? Make your

answer full?

A. It has been ever since the 15th., of August

1910.



Blanche V. Smith.

14 Q. A* any time since the 15th., of August 1910, have

you or your husband either lived or cohabited together?

A. No sir.

15 Q. i s there any hope or expectation of a reconcilia-

tion "between you and your husband?

A. N© s i r .

16 Q. Why do you say that there is no hope or

expectation of a reconciliation "between you and your husbad

A. Because he did not do anything for me while he ws

was with me, and he wont do it now.

17 Q, You dont think that he is coming "back to live with

you any more,

A. No sir.

18 Q. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage?

A. One girl, fourteen years old.

19 q. Where is the child?

A. I have the child.

20 Q,. How long have ycu lived i n Baltimore City,

State of Maryland?

A. My whole life.

21 Q. How long has your husband lived in Maryland?

A. About two years "before we were married?

22 Q. Then he has "been here in Baltimore, Maryland,

ever since a"bout 1903?



Blanche V. smith.

A. Yes.

23 Q. And he has "been evading summons, has he?

A. Yes.



QUESTION

Do you know or can you stadeany other matter

or thing that may "be to the "benefit or advantage of the

p a r t i e s to th i s s u i t , or e i t he r of them, or Hiatmay "be

mate t ia l to the subject of t h i s , yefir examination, or the

matters in question "between the pa r t i e s? I f so, s t a t e

the same fullyvjndr a t la rge in your answer*

U



A¥NIE B. GIBSON, a witness of lawful age,produced

on behalf of the Plaintiff, having "been first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows, that is to say:

BY THE IX/MINER:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Annie B. Gibson, 2130 McHderry Street; laboring

work.

2 Q. Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

' BY MR. DAVIS:

1 Q. Were you present at the marriage or;f the

parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

2 q. Arti they s t i l l living together as husband and wife?

A. No s i r .

3 Q. Which left the other?

A. He left.

4 Q. That is Mr. Smith left Mrs. S mith?

A. Yes.

5 Q. Was there any just cause or reason for Mr. Smith

to leave his wife?

A. Hot that I know of.

6 Q. Did Mrs. smith do her full duty towards her husband

as a good and faithful husband should have done?

A. Yes.



Annie Bf Gibson.

7 Q. Has the abandonment been deliberate and con-

tinuous and uninterrupted and final for a period of more

than three years prior to the 20th., of December 1921?

A. Yes.

8 Q. At any time for a period of three years prior to

the 20th., December 1921, has Mr. and Mrs. Smith lived or

cohabited together?

A. Ho sir.

9 Q. Wow, state how you know that?

A. Well, I have been living right around here in the

neighborhood with her all the time right around her.

10 Q. And he has not been in that neighborhood, has he?

A.. TTo sir.

11 Q. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage ?

A. One girl.

12 Q. Who has the child?

A. She has it. •

13 Q. How long has'Mrs. Smith lived intthe City

of Baltimore , State of Maryland, to you knowledge.

A. All her life.

14 Q. How long has he lived in Baltimore City, State

Maryland?



3

Annie B, Gfibson.

A. since about three years that T can remember

"before he and hi3 wife were married.

15 Q. Then he has "been here ever since about 1903?

A. Yes.

16 Q. Was the abandonment of Mrs. Smith by her husband

deliberate and continuous and uninterrupted for a period

of more than three years prior to the 20th., December

A. Yes.

17 Q. At any time for a period of three years prior

to December 20th., 1921, state whether or not she

lived or cohabited with her husband?

A. Wo sir .

18 Q,. Is there any hope or expectation of a reconcil-

iation between the parties to this suit?

A. "WO sir; not that I know of, s i r .

19 Q . Why do you say that there is no hope of expec-

tation of a eeconciliation' between the

parties to this suit?

A. I dont think so; he has been away so long; he did

not do anything while he was there and I dont sup-

ppse that he is coming back.



qpssTiov

Do you know or oan you stae any other matter

er thing that nay be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit , or either of them, or thatnay be

Material to the subjeot of this, yeur eaouUnation, or the

miters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same ful lx and^at large In your answer*



10

SARAH DRIVER, a witness cf lawful age, produeed

on "behalf of the P l a i n t i f f , having "been f i r s t duly

sworn, deposeth and s a i t h as fol lows, t h a t i s to say:

BY THBi tflCAMINtfR:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

A. Sarah Driver , 1639 Madison S t r e e t ; aundry

work.

2 Q,. Do you knew the parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

PY MR. MVIS:

1 Q. Were you present at the marriage of the

parties to this suit?

A. Yes.

2 Q. Are they living together now as hushaAd and

wife?

A. No sir.

3 Q. Which left the ether

A. He left her.

4 Q. State a"bout whe that occurred?

A. About the 15th., of August 1910.

5 Q. Will you state the circumstances surrounding his

leaving; state why he }eft?

A. I can nrt tell .you why; I know that he did

not support her,and, cf course, when he did not support

her he was not going tc stay



11

Sarah Driver.

6 Q,. He did not suppcrt her and he went right away,

to kisep from doing it?

k. Yes; to keep f r m doing it, yes.

7 Q. Did she do her full duty as a good and faithful

wife should do towards her husband?

A. Yes; she certainly did.

8 Q Was the abandonment "by Mr. Smith of Mrs. Smith,

deliberate and Continuous and final for & period of

tkree years prior to the 20th., day of December 1921,

the date when this Bill of Complaint was filed?

A. Ye3.

9 <}. At any time fcr «i period of three years prior to

December 2&th., 1921, state whether or not she

has lived or cohabited v/ith her husband?

A. No.

10 Q. estate how £ou know that?

A "Because she lived in the house with me,

11 Q. Is there any hope of a reconciliation between

the parties to this suit?

A. Wo s i r .

12 Q. State why you dont believe there is any hope of

a reconciliation9

A. He did not do anything for her while he was

with her and I dont gee why she would want him back.

13 Q. You dont believe that he is coming back?

A. p sir; I am nrst sure that he wont.



12

Sarah Driver.

14 Q. How long have Mr. and Mrs. smith lived in

Baltimore City, State cf Maryland*

A. She has lived here a l l of her l i f e , and he has

lived here since afcout 1903.



QUESTION

Do you knar or oan you s t a * any other matter

or thing that may "be to the "benefit or advantage of the

p a r t i e s to th i s s u i t , or e i t h e r of them, or thatmay be

mate t ia l to the subject of t h i s , your examination, or the

matters in question between the par t i e s? I f s o , s t a t e

the same f u l l y \ u l d a t large in your answer*



No other witnesses being named or prodijeed before, me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the _TTl^

closed the depositions taken in said cause and now 'j&turn them closed under my

hand and seal, on this /2r--7^(7I[\ _day o f ^ y f e ^

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and ~7^pJj2^UJ~Zj>JU/- >i.*._at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland. *L^?f " /

({^^CPMU^^^^^I-- (SEAL).
f (/ Examiner.

There

Plaintiff's Exhibit"

Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Defendant's Exhibit.
V

xaminer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify__that I was employed' in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon iod/^ days,

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on

by the Defendant y^^~~) *><^Z?S y?



Order of Reference
and Report



IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

.Term, 19

This case &eing submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..

day of .^^...A..f^.rf!^.^^^^.....j^ _.., 19 * ^ tnat the same be and it is hereby referred to

.yXJiQ^Z.... /.!^^..Jj..U^ Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion there

Report of Auditor and Master

QfidSLJdLt 10* S.e.o..t.. 36... Qr.&e.r.....of..

a f t e r two ...sucoessive.....rjrurnj.mpf_non-eatj,

xiQ....anaw.er.., da.or.a.e....pr..o o.Qnf.B..a.0..Q.*......th.iE.t.y...day.a...̂

dalibej>aA9» f ina l and wlfrhoufc. hope Qf...j.eoQnoiiliatloii. Minor c h i l d t Eth.al

^̂

Auditor & Master.



CIRCUIT COURT
A K / \

..BLMQHK...SMim

VS.

..WILLIAH...SMITH

Recorded

The within is a proper decree to be passed
i n •fVlia r*aa£k



Decree of Divorce

.BL.MOHE..SMITH.

IN THE

VS.

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

BILLIAM.-SMITH -May Term, 19..-22-

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered.
inIt is thereupon, this Ai.A..*. day of ..iiay. , A. D...1922

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

BLA1CHE..SMITH !'. '. '.

the above named Complainant be and 8 he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, IILLIAM:..SI4lTH,...and..tha.t...ta^

And it is'further Ordered, That the said.Pl
pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19.


