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BESSIE BOARD : IE THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. : OF

ELI CLARENCE BOARD : BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix complaining respectfully represents:-

(1) That she was married to her husband, Eli Clarence

Board on the 28th day of August 1918, in Indianapolis,

Indiana, and with whom she resided until about the 4th

day of February 1920.

(2) That though the conduct of your Oratrix toward the

said Eli Clarence Board has always "been kind, affectionate

and above reproach, he has, without just cause or reason

abandoned and deserted her and has declared his intention

to live with her no longer, and that such abandonment has

continued uninterruptedly for more than three years and

is deliberate and final and the separation of the parties

is beyond any reasonable expectation of reconciliation.

(3) That your Oratrix has not lived or co-habited with

the said defendant since said desertion.

(4) That there are no children as issue of said marriage.

(5) That your Oratrix is c cdtizenLof the State of

Maryland, residing in Baltimore City for more than three

years prior to the filing of this Bill of Complaint but

that the defendant is a non-resident of the State of Maryland,



f

TO THE E1TD,THEREFORE:

(a) That your Oratrix may be divorced a Vinculo

Matrimonii from the said Eli Clarence Board.

(b) That she may have stich other and further relief

as her case may require.

(c) That she may h&ve the right to resume her maiden

name (Crawford).

May it please your Honor to grant unto your

Oratrix the Order of Publication directed against the said

Eli Clarence Board, a non-resident of the State of Maryland

aforeseid, coontoiding ir" rv^iring him to be and appear

in tids Court on some day certain to be named therein to

answer the premises ond abide by and perform such decree

or order as may be passed therein.

AND as in duty bound, etc.

/ /I
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J . 13TEY/ARD DAVIS.LCLICITCR 215 ST. PAUL PLACE

III i m CIRCUIT ClURT Off BALI IMPEL CITY

BESSIE BOARD VS ELI CLABLIICE BOAKP

object of this suit it to procure a divorce

a Yinculo Matrimonii by the plaintiff from the defendant.

The bill recites that the parties were married on

the 28th day of August, 1918 and. that they lived together

until about the 4th day of February 1920 when the defendant

deserted the plaintiff. That there are no children as

result of said marriage. That the defendant is a non-resident

of the State of Maryland anci that he deserted his wife

without any just cause or reason and has declared his in-

tention to live with her no longer; that the said abandon-

ment has continued uninterruptedly for more than three years

and is deliberate ..i,,. i'inal, and the separation oi the

parties ja beyond any reasonable expectation of reconcilia-

tion. That the plaintiff has been a citizen of the State

of Liaryland ^x ^WJ ̂  than three years prior to -..- Tiling

of this Bill of Compliant. /;—

It is thereupon this ̂  I day of U£Zi4^UH I9S3

ordered by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, that the

plaintiff by causing a copy of this order to be published

in Baltimore City once in eaph of four successive weeks,

before the $ (j day of[]/lMfyy\zsi23, give notice to the absent

defendant, Eli Clarence Board, of the object and substance

of this bill, warning him to be and appear in this Court in

person or by Solicitor on or before the/C?d&y of(£j/tUX- 1923

to show cause, if any he may have, why a decree should not

be passed as preyed.

y



Certificate of Publication



THE DAILY RECORD

4
J. S*«"vnrd l>nvi». Solicitor,

215 St. Paul Place.
IN' THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTI-

MORE CITY—(B—128 — 1923) -r Bessie
Board vs. Ell Clarence Board-. •

ORDER OF PUBLICATION.
The'object of' this suit i s ' to procure a

divorce n vinculo nintrlmonii by the plain-
till' from the ilefeiulant.

Th<> bill .recites that the parties were
married on the 28th day of August, 1918,
and that they lived together until about
the 4th day of February, 1920, when the
defendant deserted the plaintiff. That there
are :no children as result of said marriage.
.That the defendant is a non-resident of

I

the State of Maryland and that he deserted
his wife without any just cause or reason
and has declared his intention to live
with her no longer; that the said aban-
donment has continued uninterruptedly for
more than' three "years and is deliberate
and final,-and the separation of the parties
beyond any reasonable expectation of rec-
onciliation. That the plaintiff has been a
citizen of the State of Maryland for more
than three years prior to the filing of this
bill of complaint. ' .

It is thereupon this 27th day of Febru-
ary, 1923. ordered by the Circuit Court
of Baltimore City that the plaintiff by
causing a. copy of this, order to be pub-
lished in Baltimore. City .once in each of
four successive weeks, before the 30th
day of March, 1923, give notice to the ab-
sent defendant, Eil Clarence Board, of the,
object and substance of this bill, warning
him to be and appear In this Court, in
person or by solicitor, on or before the
•Ifith day of April, 1923, to show cause,- if
any he may have, 'why a' decree should
not be passed as prayed: • •• . •

• • • HENRY DUFFY.
T r u e C o p y — T e s t : • • • • • ' ' -•• ' • •

• - CHAS. K. WHITEFORD,
f28.m7.14,21.' . . , - . • clerk.

ment of Order

rebv certify that the annexed advertise-

Circuit Court

vs

was published in THE DAILY RECORD, a daily news-

paper published in the . City of Baltimore, once in each of

...successive weeks before the

of

First insertion

THE
/



Decree Pro Confesso.



[Decree Pro Confesso.]

vs.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term,

The Defendant having been duly sutiimoiied to appear to the Bill of Complaint, and having failed

to appear thereto, according to the exigency of tile writ _

It is thereupon this) /if * I day of / in the year nineteen

hundred and , I /1/l/fifAJri ^ by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, OKDERED and DECKKED,

that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the Bill of Complaint be and is hereby taken

pro confesso against said defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what relief the Plaintiff is

entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this Court, take testimony to support

the allegations of the bill.



In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS



Jht the GItmrit Gkmrt
7

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPIN(?TON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the abave named Circuit JCourt, passed in said cause on the

/QjL4£-CL4j!£t^&J**- day of. _ L^^QA^JL 19 £?3., met on

the JLAA^yy: day of_L^Ln^u in the year nineteen

IT f JZ
hundred sk\(\ LUMA/AM. at my office, in the City of Baltimore^ in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the

in the same year at

office (

day of_ X^

o'clock in the ^.Q^y^-i^. _ _ noon and the

- ̂ ^ y in the City and State

aforesaid*/as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given^and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

.to take the following depositions, that

is to say:— "



Board,

v.

Board.

Testimony taken at the office of Mr. Davis,

Baltimore, Maryland, • 1923, at three O'clock

Bessie Board, the Plaintiff in this case,

produced on her own'behalf, having "been first duly

sworn, depnseth and saith as follows, that is to

say: ^

By the Examiner:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation?

nA. Bessie Board, 1214 !Druid Hill Avenue; Clerk

in a drug store.

2 Q. Be you know the parties to this suit?

A. I am the Plaintiff and my husband i s the

Defendant /

By Mr. Davis:

1 Q. \Bien were.you married?

A. 28th., August 1918.

2 Q. Were you married "by a Minister of the Gospel?

A. Yes.

3 Q. In Baltimore sCity?

A. In Indianapolis, Indiana.

4 Q. Were you married according to a Religious

Cenarao ny?



Bessie Board.

A. Yes.

5 ty. Have you "been a resident of Baltimore City,

State of Maryland, for at least two years prior torn

the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

6.flu, Has the Plaintiff "been a resident of Baltimore

City, State of Maryland, for at least two years prior

to the filing of this suit?

A. Yes.

7 Q. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage?

A. MD.

8 q. ^hat was your conduct towards your husband while

living togethe; how did you treat him?

A. Well, I:suppose as good as any wife should treat a

husband.

9 Q. • state whether or not you were always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

10 Q. Are you and your husband living together now?

A. No s i r .

12 Q,. \!ttiich left the other?

A. He left me.

13 Q,. Mien?

A. Pebruaryy 4th., 1920.



Bessie Board.

14 Q. What did he say and what did he do on that

day?

A. On that occasionwe were living in Baltimore,

and we had an argument two or three days befor e he lef t

me, and on the day tha t he lef t me he told me that he was

going to his parents home in the West, and I did not

know for sure vihether he was leaving me or not, "but I

thought that provable he would come "back, "but he never

did* -

15 Q« Since that timehhas he provided or offered to pro-

vide a home for you?

A. He has not.

16 %. Was there anything to prevent him doing BO if

he had wanted to?

A. No s i r .

1? Q,. Has he shown "by his acts that he does not

intend to come "back any more?

A. "Re has.

18 Q. Has his abandonment of you continued uninter-

rujbedly since February 4th., 1920.

A. Yes.

19 q. TJhat i s , have you lived or cohabited with him

since that time?

A. Ifo s i r .



Besssie. Board.

20 Q. state whether cr not his abandonment of

you was deliberate and final; did he deliberately

and finally abandon and desert you?

A. Yesa ,

21 Q. Is he a resident or a non-resident of the

State of Maryland?

A. Uon-resident.

22 Q. Of what state is he a resident?

A. Indiana.



WQBUL 4J8STX0W

So you ;:now or oan you state any other atter

or thins that aay be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit* or si Khar of then, or that nay *«

material to the aubjwot oi* this, your exwrination, or the

natters in question between the portion? If BO, -j^te

tbe ease f-aî «^><* at largs in y««r answer*



Mary Goidring, a witness cf lawful age, produced

on "behalf of the Piaintiiff, having been fi st duly

sworn, depos.eth and saith as follows, that is to say:

By the Examiner:

1 Q. state your name residence and occupation?

A. Mary Goldring, 1554 Argyie Avenue; house work

2 Q, Do you know the parties to this suit?

A. Y e s . , ., •

By Mr. Davis:

1 (&. Are they husband and wife?

A. Ye s .

2 Q. Did they l i ve together as husband and wife and

were they always known and recognized i n the community

i n which they l ived as husband and wife?

A. Ye s . "

3 %. Are there any children as the r e s u l t of t h i s
i . . . .

marriage?

A. JTo.

4 q. What was her conduct towards her husband while

living together; how did she "behave herself?

A. Beautifully.

5 Q. State whether or not shewas always a kind,

affectionate and faithful wife?

A. Yes.

6 Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. ¥o sir.. . ,



Mary Goldring.

7 ft. Which left the other?

A. He did.

8 Q. When was that?

A. About February 4th., 1920.

9 Q,., ®iey 'were living in the same house with

you at that time, were they not?

A. Y es.

10 q. What did he say and what did he do on the

dy that he left her.

A. Well, their family differences - of course, I

t e n you the positive truth, I did not know, tu t

he just said goodbye to her and he left ; I did not

know that they were even angry , but he ieft .

11 ft. You mean to say that you did not know that he

was abandoning and deserting his wife at the time he

left her?

A. No; I did not.

12 Q. You do not know anything atioutthis abandonment

that Mrs. Board has testified about, do you?

A. ¥o.

13 Q. However, you'do know that he left his wife at

your house February 4th., 1920.

A . Y e s . • • " • • • • •

14 Q. And.how long did she continue to live in that



8

Mary Gk>ldringT

house a f te r he abandoned and d eserted h i s wife?
• • ' . ' ' ) . . . . . . •

A. A few months.

15 i\. Did he' r e tu rn td her in those few months?

A. 5fo s i r .
16 Q. After she moved away from your house, did

. . . . . • . . . . . y . .

you keep in touch with her?

A. Yes.
17 Q. , Has he returned to her?

A. Ub sir; I have not seen them living together

since that time.

18 Q. Has he povided for her or offered to provide

a home for his wife since he abandoned and deserted her?

A. Ih sir; not as far as * know.

19 Q. Was there anything to prevent him doing so if

he had wanted to?

A. nothing that I know of.

20 Q. Could he have; returned and lived with his wife

if he had wanted to . '

A. Yes.

21 Q. Has his abandonment of his wife continued

uninterruptedly since February 4t h. , 1920 ; that i s ,

have they lived or cohabited together since that time?

A. Kb s i r .

22 Q. state whether or not his abandonment of her wa s

deliberate and finaj; did he deliberately and finally



Mary Geldring,

abandon and desert her?

A. He went of h i s own accord.

23 ty. s t a t e v£-><?th'-r or not V. here i« «,ny reas

expectat ion cf a redonc i l i e t i cn ; do you ever e xpect

them tc make up end l ive tcgether again?

A. No s i r ; I dont; I wish they would.

24 Q. Ie he a res ident or a non-resident of the

Sta te cf Maryland, &s far as you knew.

A. Out of Maryland.

24 Q. Where did he t e l l you that he was going when he

eaid gordTbye.

A. The l a s t tha t I heard of him he was in

Arizona,- ecme place out West.



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know o r can you s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r

or tiling that may be to the benefit or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may "be

material to the subject of chis, your examination, or the

matters in question "between the parties? If so, state

the same fully/fi:rid^at lar e in your answer.

A.

\ ..



No other witnesses being named or produced b^?ore me, \ j^hen, at the request

of the Solicitor of the V O J 6

closed the depositions taken in said cause and^yhow reflir^them clo^d under my

hand and seal, on this IJ^^TT. day/

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred axi&-±^<r^^&4djf-A<tC^*i at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Mary land .^^ )

xaminer.

There

Plaintiff's

Exhibits with these depositions, to wit

Exhibit

Defendant's Exhibit f-

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning

~f~ /
a day, and taking the said depositions upon Li4f3l days,
of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on
by the Defendant

Exanfurer.



Order of Reference.



FORM 15

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
OF

I BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 19

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered

cs, that the same be and is hereby referred to

Auditor and Master, to report the pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master
Bill filed by wife against husband for a divorce a vinculo matrimonii

for abandonment for three years and to be permitted to resume her maiden

naue. Code Art. 16, Sec. 36.

Order of publication against defendant as a non-resident, no answer,

decree pro confes-o, thirty days elapsed.

Proof shows marriage, residence of plaintiff and non-residence of- de-

fendant and abandonment for three years, continuous, deliberate, final and
i

without hope of reconciliation .and that the plaintiff be permitted to resume

her maiden name. • •

Case ready for decree.

• \

Auditor, and Master.



CIRCUIT COURT

3.£5.EijSt..3O.*Jr.i .'

vs.

.TZL.L..G'Lzx.Q.n.Q.8..3oz!x*......

The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.



Decree of Divorce
\

IN THE

VS.

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Eli ...Clarence Board [LLS^Z.^1. Term,

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted.^Che proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. /Cs^

It is thereupon, this / day of ./£./....̂ .."...' . , A? D..1223.

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered awf Decreed, that the said •

the above named Complainant be and she is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, ....ttl&...S&L±.ELL..Cl.a,i:.&n2&..3'Q.ZXA.

And it is further Ordered, That the said

pay the cost of this proceeding.

FORM 4—5M—1-1-19.


