
IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2

of i
BALTLi:CR'£ £jf?X _ :"

UAVID kDKlliS
and t

KEBECCA SMITH, MJ-LRY QODDARD
and

THE biiVINGa bANK OF B A L T I M O R I S ,
a corporat ion.

BILL OĴ  CyMFLAlNTl

HAWKINS 6c MCMECHEN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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DAVID ADKlNa
and

JAMES ADKINS

vs

REBECCA SMITH, MARX GODDARD
and THE SAVINGS BANK O*1

BALTIMORE, a corporation

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2

Ol?1

BALTIMORE CITX

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

Your orators, complaining of the defendants, say:

1. That Mary Rebecaa Adkins, sometimes referred to as

Mary Adkins, late at" Baltimore ^ity, deceased, a widow, departed

this life, on the 5th day of January, 1925, and left surviving

her, six children, namely, Samuel, David, James, Moses,
-1* -

Rebecca Smith and Mary Goddard.

2. That Mary Rebecca Adkins, during her lifetime, resided

at No. 503 N. Eden Street, Baltimore uity and died as a result

of several strokes of paralysis, appoplexy and other diseases

with which she was afflicted, and that coupled with her advanced

age, not only became infirm and helpless in body, but her mind

was so enfeebled and impaired as to renderTjher unfit for the

transaction of any business and was utterly incapable of making

a valid deed or contract and so remained up to the date of her

death. ~

3. That during the continuancy of the infirmity of the

said Mary Rebecca Adkins and during her imbecility andincapabil-

ity, as aforesaid, she being then at the age of seventy eight !
— Aft

years, was on or about the &$*' day of September, 1924, induced

through fear, coercion, fraud and misrepresentation of the

defendants, to sign a certain paper, purporting to be a deed and

presuming to convey her leasehold property No. 503 N. Eden Street

Baltimore City, subject to a ground rent of fifteen dollars ($15

and of the probable value of five thousand dollars ($5000), unto

Rebecca Smith and Mary Goddard, which pretended deed, is filed



herewith marked "Exhibit A" 'and prayed to be made a part of this

bill and it is further alleged,' that through fear, coercion,

fraud and misrepresentation she was forced to assign her right,

title, and interest inall money she had on deposit in the Saving3

Bank of Baltimore unto Mary•Goddard.

4. That the said pretended deed and the assignment of

her interest in the Bank Deposit of the Savings Bank of Baltimore

will deprive your orators of all their right, title and interest

of every sort, to which they are entitled, and will strip the

rightful heirs at law, of the said Rebecca Adkins, of whatever

interest they may be entitled to, as children of the said

decedent. . •

5. That the said pretended deed is wholly without legal

consideration, is fraudulent and vsoid, and shoud be set aside

by a Court.of Equity.

6. That the assignment of her interest in the bank depos-

it in the Savings Bank of Baltimore is without legal considera-

tion, is fraudulent and void and should be set aside.

To the end, therefore,

(1) That the said pretended deed .or instrument of writing

purporting to have been made and executed on or about the

day of September, 1924, by Mary Rebecca Adkins, sometimes.re-

ferred to as Mary Adkins, to Rebecca Smith and Mary Goddard^ may

be annulled and set aside by a decree of this Court*.

(2) ' That the said pretended assignment of the interest of

Mary Rebecca Adkins, sometimes referred to as Mary Adkins, in a

fund on deposit with the Baltimore Savings Bank unto Mary Goddard,

may be annulled and set aside by a decree of this'Court.

(3) That an injunction be issued, restraining

HBM9MT the Savings Bank of Baltimore from paying out any money

now on deposit in said Bank, on any pass book, to the credit of

Mary Rebecca Adkins, or Mary Adkins and Mary Goddard, or to the

credit of Mary Goddard, individually, or accepting any order



drawn by either of said parties, «Ĥ e»s-Ar>a\ia««-̂ ei--fette-̂ &eH4iriai>i3r--
\

^̂ #trr'ê -fcte&__--'%̂ _̂ d̂ fv̂

(4) That your orators may have such other and further re-

lief as their case may require.

May it please your Honor to grant unto your orators the writ

of subpoena, directed to the said Rebecca Smith, Mary Goddard

and the Savings Bank of Baltimore, commanding them to be and ap-

pear in this Court at some certain day to be named therein, and

answer the premises and abide by and perform such decree as may

be passed therein.

And as in duty bound, etc..

Attorneys for Plaintiffs.

Complainants.

STATE OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORECITY, to wit':

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that on this J^iJt day of January, 1925,

before me, the subscriber,' a Notary Public of the State of Mary-

land, in and for Baltimore City, aforesaid, personally appeared

David Adkins and James Adkins, complainants, and made oath in

due form of law that the matters and facts stated herein are true

to the best of their knowledge and belief.

AS WITNESS my hand and Notarial *eal.

Notary Public.



D«VIV ADKINS
and

JitftiEB *DkIN8

va

RLBkCCA SMITH, i.inHY GOUiiaKD
and

TUL SAVIHUS t.mNK OF b-iiLTIMOKE

IN TiiE

GiHcurr couhT NO. 2

OP

13AL.TIMOhi- CITY

IT IB HEHEUFON OHDtKliD by the Circuit Court No. 2 of

Baltimore,City, tnis /'' day of January, 1925, that the savings

Bank of Baltimore be enjoined and restrained from paying to

Mary Ooddard or her order, any money now on deposit in said

Bank, on any pass book, to the credit of Mary Rebecca Adkins or

Mary Adkins and Mary Ooddard or Mary Ooddard, unless cause to the

contrary be shown on or before the J^ day of 1 ̂UMCtx^^ ,1925,

provided, a copy of tiis order be served upon the Savings Bank

of Baltimore, on or before the / O clay of -'/ct^UA'ieU^ ,1925.





^SUPERIOR COURT
ej BALTIMORE CITY

ffiattfc iUrarfr B?partm?ttt
ROOM 31O

STEPHEN C. LITTLE

J3SEEJX

MrviAdkiiis.

Eabacca Smith &o



Maiy Adkins ) THIS DEED made this Third day of September nineteen
) - -—-

Deed to ) hundred and twenty four ftetweeni Rebeoca Adkins widow
)

Rebecca Smith &o ) of the Gity of Baltimore in the State of Maryland of

the first part and Rebecca Smith and Mary Goddard of the same place of

the second part WITHESSBTH that in consideration of Five dollars and

other good and valuable consideration: the said Rebecca Adkins does grant

unto the said Rebecca Smith and Mary Goddsrd their personal representa-

tives and assigns all that lot of ground situate in Baltimore Oity afore

said and described as follows that is to say BEGINNING for the same on

the line of the .Bast side of Eden Street at the distance of eighty five

feet northerly from the northeast corner at intersection of Jefferson

and Eden streets and at the corner of an alley ten feet wide and running

thence northerly bounding on Eden street twelve feet four inches to the

ground heretofore leased by James G Hamner and wife to Dathan Dorsey

thence easterly bounding on said Dorsey's ground and farallel with Jef-

ferson Street eighty feet to an alley ten feet wide thence southerly

bounding on the west side of said ten foot alley with the use of and

privilege thereof in common with others twelve feet four inches to

another alley ten feet wide communicating with Eden street and thence

westerly bounding on the north side of the last mentioned ten foot alley

with the use and privilege of the same in common with others eighty feet

to the place of beginning BEIIG the same lot of ground described in a

deed dated June 12th 1893 made by one Mary Ball to Rebecca Adkins and

recorded in liber J B lo 1450 folio 405 one of the Land Records of Balti-

more City TOGETHER with the buildings thereupon and the rights alleys

ways waters privileges appurtenanoes and advantages thereunto belonging;

or in anywise appertaining TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said described lot

of ground and premises unto and to the use of the said Rebecca smith and

Mary Goddard their personal representatives and assigns for all the

residue of the term of years yet to come and unexpired therein with the

benefit of renewal forever subject to the payment of the annual rent of

fifteen dollars AND the said Grantor hereby covenants that she will

warrant specially the property hereby granted and that she will execute

such further assurance of the same as may be requisite,

WITNESS the hand and seal of the said Grantor



her
TEST Mary x Adkins (SEAL)

mark
J Francis Henry

STATE OF MARYLAND CITY OF BALTIMORE TO WIT

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 3rd day of September'in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty four before me the subscriber a notary Publio of the

State of Maryland in and for Baltimore Oity aforesaid personally appear-

ed Rebftcoa Adkins widow and acknowledged the aforegoing deed to be her

aot*

(notarial Seal) J Francis Henry

notary publio

Reed for record-recorded and ex& Sept 6th 1924 at 9.55 O'clock A M

Stephen 0 little clerk

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the aforegoing is a true oo.joy taken from liber

S C L lo 4257 folio 58 &o one of the Land Records of Baltimore Oity

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I hereto

set my hand and affix the

Seal of the Superior Court of

. Baltimore City on this the

12th^day of January A D 1925

Clerk of the Superior court

of Baltimore City



IN THE
C ECU IT COURT K0.2 OF

BALTIMORE CITY

David Adkins ancl J a r ^ s
Adlcins

vs.

Rebecca Smith, Mary Goddarc

and The Savings Bank of

Baltimore

ANSWER of (jff/

The Savings Bank of Baltimore

MARBURY, GOSNELL ft WHlLIAMS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

BALTIMORE



DAVID ADEINS and.'.lAMES ADKINS,

vs.

REBECCA SMITH, MARY GODDARD
and The Savings Bank of-.'Baltimore

) IN THE

( CIRCUIT COURT

) No. 2

( Otf BALTIMORE.CITY
)

TO THE HOEORABLE THE JUDGE 01 SAID COURT:

The Answer of the Savings Bank of Baltimore, a

corporation, one of the Defendants herein, answering the

Bill of Complaint filed in these proceedings, says:

FIRST: That as to the matters and facts alleged

in paragraphs first to sixth, inclusive, this Defendant,

having no knowledge, except as hereinafter otherwise express-

ly stated, can neither admit nor deny the same, and calls

for strict proof thereof so far as they or any of them may

affect the rights or obligations of this Defendant.

SECOND: Answering further said Bill of Complaint,

this Defendant says that its records show that an Account known

as Account No. 666069 was opened on July.28, 1915, in the name

of Rebecca Adkins, Junior, in trust for herself and Rebecca" iAd-y*

kins, her Mother, subject to the order of either, the balance

at death of either to belong to the survivor, and that there

have been no transactions in this Account, except a deposit of

Aoft-5j>6(J.

That the records of this Defendant also show that

there was an Account opened some years ago in the name of Rebecca

Adkins in trust for herself ,and Rebecca &dkins Jr., her daughter,

subject to the order of either and on the death of either to be-

long to the survivor, which account was known as No.666068, and

which Account was closed on April 20th, 1922, and the balance

- 1 -.



was re-deposited to credit of Account known as No.712522,

standing in the name of Rebecca Adlcins, which last mentioned

Account was closed on April 23rd, 1924, and the "balance was

deposited to the credit of Account on the Books of this De-

fendant, known as lo. 726706 in the name of Rebecca Adkins

in trust for herself and Mary C. Goddard subject to the order

of either and on the death of either to belong to the survivor,

This last mentioned Account was closed on January 7th, 1925,

and the balance vvas re-deposited to an account standing in the

name of Mary C. Goddard, widow, known as No. 720475.

That Having thus fully answered said Bill of Gom-
i

plaint this Defendant prays to be hence dismissed with costs.

TIHORETHE SAVINGS BANK

STATE OF MARYLAND )
(

CITY OF BALTIMORE )

Solicitors for Defendant.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this '4 day of

•;1925, before me the undersigned, a Notary Public of
i

the State of Maryland in and for the CJ.ty of Baltimore, person-

ally appeared^J^C ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ V ^ ^ ^ the^£Pres ident

of The Savings Bank of Baltimore, and made oath in due form of

Law that the matters and facts set forth in the foregoing Answer

are true to the best of his knowledge, information and belief.

As WITNESS my hand^nd Notarial Seal.

Notary Public.



i£ IH:. iiz-yiiz COUHT 1:0.2

' BALTIMORE CITY.

DAVID ...:::IH3 and
JAMES A3KIES

VS.

HE33CCA SLIITH.UAir
GODDAHD and TH33
SAYIEGS BAITZ 0? B... . . : i-
IJOPvS, a "body c o r p o r a t e .

J STEWARD DAVIS

ATTORNEY AT LAW

21S SAINT PAUL PLACE

BALTIMORE. MD.



DAVIS ADKIIS and
JAMBS ADKINS

VS.

REBECCA SMITH,
MARY GODDARD and
THE SAVINGS.BANK OF
BALTIMORE, a corporation

II THE CIRCUIT COURT HO.2

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HOIORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your respondents, Rebecca Smith and Mary Goddard ansn

wering the bill of complaint against them exhibited, respectfully

say:

1. That they admit the allegations and statements as con-

tained in the first paragraph of the bill of complaint,.

2. That they deny with great emphasis that the said Mary

Rebecca Adkins,deceased was enfeebled in mind and mentally im-

paired so that she was incapable of making a valid Deed or oontracjb.

3. That they deny with great emphasis that any force,

coercion, fraud, or misrepresentation was practiced upon the

aforementioned Rebecca Adkins by them in order to induce her to

sign a deed transferring to them of the leasehold property, 503

H.Eden Street; and Mary. Goddard emphatically denies that any

force, coercion, fraud or misrepresentation was practiced on

Rebecca Adkins,deceased to induce her to assign her right, title

and interest in money in the Savings Bank of Baltimore to Mary

Goddard.

4. As to the fourth paragraph of the bill of complaint,

your respondents aver that the deed was valid and the assignment

of interest in bank deposit was "valid; and that the complainants

have no rights in the leasehold property and bank deposit*

5. As to the fifth paragraph of the bill of complaint,

the defendants deny that the deed is fraudulent and voido



6. As to the sixth paragraph of the hill of complaint,

the defendants deny that the assignment of interest was fradulent

and void.

7. That Mary Rebecca Adkins, deceased at the time of the

assignment of her interest in money on deposit at The Savings

Bank of Baltimore and at the time of execution and delivery of

deed of which " Exhibit A", is a copy, was of sound and disposing

mind and that she understood and was fully capable of making a

valid deed and contract,

8. That the plaintiffs are in nowise entitled at law or

in equity to said leasehold property, 503 If .Eden Street or the

money that was on deposit to the credit of Mary Adkins at the

Savings Bank of Baltimore.

And these defendants pray to "be hence dismissed with

their costs of suit.

AND as in duty "bound, etc.

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANTS.

STATE OF MARYLAND,BALTIMORE CITY, to wit:-

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that on this^/) day of January, in the

year nineteen hundred and twenty five, before me, the subscriber,

a Notary Public of the State of Maryland, in and for the City of

[Baltimore aforesaid, personally appeared Rebecca Smith and Mary

Goddard and made oath in due form of law that the matters and facts
i

as stated in the foregoing answer are true to the best of their

[knowledge.and belief.

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal.

NOTARY PUBLIC.



Serve on Circuit Court No. 2

PETITION AND ORDER TO TAKE
TESTIMONY UNDER&7TH RULE.



IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable, the Judge of the

Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:



Summons for Witness



Mr. Clerk: . .

Please issue a subpoena duces tecura to the Officials of

John Hopkins Hospital to bring into Court the records, showing

the history and treatment of Mary Rebecca Adkins or Mary Adkins

or Rebecca Adkins, Colored, residing at No. 503 K. Eden Stre&t,

Baltimore, Maryland, for the year of 1924 and any previous

years. '"

Returnable Thursday March if, 1925 at 10 o'clock A. M.

Clerk of Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.

SUMMONS FOR WITNESS.



Summons for Witness



Mr. Clerk: f&

Please issue a subpoena Duces Tecum for Dr. Ralph t. Young,

No. 1429 E. Monument Street, to bring into Court his records,

showing his attendance and treatment of Mary Rebecca Adkins, No.

503 N. Eden Street.

Returnable March 19, 1925, (Thursday) at 10 o'clock A. M.

Clerk of Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.

SUMMONS FOE WITNESS.

In the Circuit CourU^Tl^f Baltimore City



Summons for Witness



Mr. Clerk:

Please issue summons for the following witnessess to

testify for the plaintiff and make the same returnable Thursday

March 19, 1925, at 10 oblock A. M.

3 Mrs. Rebecca Jenkins, 1637 Jefferson St.,

/ f John H. Evans^l525 Vine St.

SUMMONS FOR WITNESS.

Clerk of Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.



Summons for Witness



SUMMONS FOR WITNESS.

In the Circuit Court No. 2 of/Baltimore City

Clerk of Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.



Please summons the following witnesses and make the

same returnable M^^uA 1925 at 10 A.M. in the Cirouit

DATID AEKIHS and
JAMES AUKIIS

VS.

REBECCA SMITH,
MARY GODDARD.et al

Iff THE CIRCUIT COURT E0.2

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Court Ho.2 of Balt&DSre City.

Mose Adkins,
/> P

Mary Godaard,

ReTaeoca Smith,

Sam Adkins,

Bernard Har r i s ,

Mamie Adkins*

Ethel Blak57

406 Ann St.

503 H.Eden St.,

503 N.Eden St.,

1429 Madison Ave.,

38 S.Caroline St.,

406 H. Ann St,

1429 Madison Ave.

ATTORNEYS FOR EEFEHDAUTS



Summons for Witness



SUMMONS FOR WITNESS.

In the Circuit Court Ncr.^qf Baltimore City

'pQ.k anil. ft J

Mr. Clerk: j) (/

Please issue subpoena duces tecum on Providjnt Savings

Bank, Mott and Gay Sts., and bring into Court Monday March

23, 1925, at 10 o'Clock A. M., all books, records of account

and statement, showing account on deposit in name of Mary

Adkins or Mary Rebecca Adkins or Rebecca Adkins and Rebecca

Smith, for years of 1924 and any previous year thereto, and

closing out of said account and redepositing in name of Rebecca

Smith.

Clerk of Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.



Summons for Witness



SUMMONS FOR WITNESS.

In the Circuit Court Igp. 2 of^ltimore, City

Mr. Clerk: ^][

Please issue subpoena duces te jum for Dr. Ralph J. Young,

1429 E. Monument ^t., to bring into court his records showing

the history and treatment of Mary Rebecca Adkins, residing at

No. 503 N. Eden Street, Baltimore, Md., for the year* of 1922 1

" Returnable Monday March 23, 1925, at 10 o'clock A. M.



Summons for Witness



SUMMONS FOE WITNESS.

In the Circuit Court No. ^ .Ba l t imore City

Mr. Clerk:

Please issue summons for the following witnesses to testify,

for the plaintiff and make the same returnable Monday, March

23, 1925, at 10 o'clock A. M.

Mrs. John C. Robins\n, 1520 E. Monument St.



Summons for Witness



SUMMONS FOR WITNESS;

In the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City



ADKIBS : IN THE CIRCUIT COURT NO.2

VS. : OP

SMITH, et al : BALTIMORE CITY.

Mr.Clerk:-

^lease issue summons for the following witnesses

in the above case and make the same returnable before the Court

Friday March 27,1925 at 10 A.M.:

t® Dr.O.D.Jones 1405 Druid Hill Ave.,

f[ Dr.Lewis Johnson,...211 E.25rd St . ,

/S* Dr.Bernard Harris. . 38 S.Caroline St.

^ <^fl*4£ Harris if6Z KS^<

ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANT.





Summons for Witness



SUMMONS FOE WITNESS.

In the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City



ADKIHS

VS.

SMITH, et a l

IS THE CIRCUIT COURT HO. 2

OP

BALTIMORE CITY.

Please isstie summons for the following witnesses

md make the same re tu rnab le before th.e Court Monday March 30th

1925 at 10 A.M.

U Dr .O.D.^Lgs. 1405 Druid H i l l Ave.,

(^ Dr.Lewis Johnson.. 211 E.23rd S t . ,

^y Dr .BernarWHarris . . 38 S.Caroline S t . ,
P 1

~K Robert H . H a r r i s . . . .403 H.Eden S t .



Summons for Witness



SUMMONS FOR WITNESS.

In the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City



Summons for Witness



SUMMONS FOR WITNESS.

In the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City









DAVID ADEINS and

JAMES ADKIMS

vs

REBECCA SMITH, MARY
GODBAKD AflD THE SAV-
INGS BAI3E OF BALTIMORE,
a corporation

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT Ho. 2

of

BALTIMORE CITY

Che testimony being ta&en in open Court, the

Solicitors for the respective parties were heard and the

cause being submitted, the proceedings were read and considered.

It is thereupon this ^ £; day of U&J-1-& 1925,

by the Circuit Court-of Baltimore City Jfor&, adjudged, ordered

and decreed tha| the bill be dismissed; and that the in-

junction heretofore issued in this case be and ie hereby dis-

solved. It is further ordered that the defendants pay the

costs of this proceeding.


