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1 CIRCUIT COURT OF 

BALTIMORE CITY £T 

L2^ 
PERKINS SQUARE BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF BALTIMORE CITY, 
6 h> fi-J-

VS. 

REV.SIDNEY EDWARDS,et al 

PETITION & ORDER THEREON. 

Mr. Clerk :-

Plea.se file. 

ATTORNEYS EOR PLAINTIFF 

DAVIS & EVANS 

A T T O R N E Y S AT L A W 

<^T 
'tUL.xs£tAs/<?1- Jlo 

BAUMGARTEN a CO.. INC. 

Plea.se


THE PERKINS SQUARE BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF BALTIMORE CITY, 
DAVID MORREL, 
JAMES JOHNSON, I IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
R.D.WILSON, 
GEORGE W.JOHNSON, 
WILLIAM JEFFERSON, 
JOHN FRANCIS, i 
JAMES H.COOPER, 
PARKER STRATTON, 
WILLIAM POLLARD and 
HARRY S.JOHNSON 

YS, : OF 

REV.SIDNEY EDWARDS and 
REV.P.P..WILLIAMS : BALTIMORE CITY 

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: 

Your O r a t o r s , D a v i d Mo r r e l , James Joh-nson ,R.D.Wi lson , 

George WJohnson ,Wil l iam J e f f e r s o n and John F r a n c i s r e p r e s e n t t h e 

m a j o r i t y of t h e Board of D e a c o n s , r e g u l a r l y e l e c t e d to s e r v e a s 

such i n t h e P e r k i n s Square B a p t i s t Church , and t h a t James Cooper , 

P a r k e r S t r a t t o n , .-. . . WilLiam P o l l a r d * n * H a r r y S . Johnson r e p r e ­

s e n t a m a j o r i t y of t h e Board of T r u s t e e s r e g u l a r l y e l e c t e d to 

s e r v e a t P e r k i n s Square B a p t i s t Church , and on b e h a l f of t h e 

m a j o r i t y of t h e r e g u l a r communicant members , o v e r t h e a g e of 

t w e n t y - o n e y e a r s , t h e y r e s p e c t f u l l y s a y : -

1. That on or about the 10th day of August 1881, the 

Perkins Square Baptist Church of Baltimore was incorporated in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Maryland; that a t the 

time of the incorporation of the aforementioned Perkins Square 

Baptist Church of Baltimore,Rev.F.R.Williams was one of the 

incorporators and the duly elected minis ter of the aforementioned 

Church, 

2 . That the Rev.F.R.Williams continued to function as the 

minis te r of the aforementioned Church u n t i l about fourteen 

months pr ior to the f i l i n g of th i s b i l l of complaint, the said 

Rev.F.R.Williams became so incapaci ta ted physica l ly and mentally 



that he w s unable to perform h i s pas tora l d u t i e s ; t h a t a f t e r i t 

became evident that the Rev.P.P.Williams would never recover 

mentally or physical ly so that he could properly resume h i s pas­

tora l dutiesjpursuant to the provisions for the se lect ion of the 

pastor as contained in the or ig ina l a r t i c l e s of incorporation in 

the year \'3\ l/a , the members of the aforementioned Perkins Square 

Baptist Church of Baltimore.appointed a committee.which committee 

should recommend to the Church body a pastor for the aforementioned 

Church, That from time to time the aforementioned Committee in­

vi ted several min i s t e r s to preach a t the Perkins Square Bapt is t 

Church in order that the congregation might have an opportunity 

to pass on the i r qua l i f i c a t i ons ; that while the aforementioned 

committee was considering the se lec t ion of a successor for the 

aforementioned Rev.P.R.Williams,the said Rev.F.R.Williams,without 

consulting the committee or the church body,designated the Rev. 

Sidney Edwards as h i s successor or subs t i t u t e on or about the 

) i> day of &**-<> \^UQ ; that the said Rev. Sidney Edwards has 

been functioning as the pastor of the said Perkins Square Baptist 

Church since the said designation by the Rev.P. R.Williams, 

3 . That on or about the l 3 day of October, 1926 ,at a 

business meeting of the aforementioned Perkins Square Baptist 

Church, of which meeting the voting members of the Church had 

proper not ice in accordance with the provisions of the a r t i c l e s 

of incorporat ion, the Rev.P.R.Williams was elected Pastor 

Emeritus and the pu lp i t was declared vacant; tha t the Rev.Sidney 

Edwards was not i f ied in wri t ing of the decision of the aforement­

ioned meeting and was asked not to conduct the services on the 

Sunday following said no t ice j tha t the Rev.Sidney Edwatds refused 

to heed the request to discontinue conducting the services in the 

aforementioned Perkins Square Baptist Church and a committee 

not i f ied the Rev. Sidney Edwards in person that i t had been regula r ­

ly decided that the pu lp i t was vacant and that he should no longer 

perform the services as minis ter of said church:that the Rev. 



Sidney Edwards ignored the request of the committee also and 

continued to f i l l the p u l p i t . 

4 . That pn or about Nov.28,1926.after the Rev. Sidney 

Edwards had been no t i f ied of the decision in reference to the 

vacancy of the p u l p i t , the Rev.Sidney Edwards came to the Perkins 

Square Baptist Church of Baltimore surrounded by several persons 

and entered the church; that the Rev.Sidney Edwards proceeded to 

the p u l p i t ; that upon one of the members of the Board of Deacons 

arising;* the persons,who accompanied the Rev.Sidney Edwards and 

the Rev. Sidney Edwards himself became loudly abusive, issued 

th rea t s of violence against any who objected to the presence of 

Rev.Sidney Edwards; and that they did i n f l i c t violence upon one 

nember of the Board of Deacons,thus destroying the sacredness 

of any re l ig ious service attempted. 

5 . That on or about November 14,1926,the said Rev.Sidney 

Edwards attended a meeting of the Bapt is t Young Peoples' Union 

of the Perkins Square Baptist Church of Baltimore and without 

the l e a s t provocation,caused a disturbance of the meeting, 

making any further attempt to continue useless* 

6 . That a t the regular monthly business meetings of the 

Church,held pursuant to the provisions of the Ar t i c les of In­

corporat ion, the said Rev.Sidney Edwards i n s i s t s upon pres id ing , 

though he has never been authorized to do so in the manner and 

form as described in the Ar t ic les of Incorporation; that fur ther 

the Rev.Sidney Edwards refuses to permit the members of the 

Church to voteon the legal motions made or reso lu t ions offered; 

whereby the plan of agreement as set out in the Ar t ic les of 

Incorporation,^ a copy of which Ar t ic les of Incorporation, i s 

f i led herewith as par t hereof to be known as"Exhibit A". 

7 . That the Rev.Sidney Edwards is subject to sharp parc t -

ices and i s gross ly incompetent to proper^guide the s p i r i t u a l 

fortunes of the congregation or to a t tend the temporal a f f a i r s 

of the church; that unless t h i s Honorable Court intervenes 



t he c o n g r e g a t i o n of t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d Church w i l l become d i s ­

t u r b e d and e v e n t u a l l y w i l l s e v e r t h e i r c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e a f o r e ­

m e n t i o n e d c h u r c h ; t h a t t h e t e m p o r a l a f f a i r s and t h e b u s i n e s s 

t r a n s a c t i o n s of t h e c h u r c h w i l l be such t h a t t h e church w i l l be 

u n a b l e to meet i t s o b l i g a t i o n s ; t h a t t h e s a i d members ,Board of 

Deacons and T r u s t e e s of s a i d c h u r c h h a v e no a d e q u a t e remedy a t law« 

WHEREFORE YOUR ORATORS PRAY: 

( a ) That t h e s a i d Rev . S idney E d w a r d s , h i s a g e n t s and s e r v a n t s 

t h e y and each of them,may be e n j o i n e d from a c t i n g o r a t t e m p t i n g 

to a c t a s P a s t o r of P e r k i n s Square B a p t i s t Church of B a l t i m o r e 

and from e x e r c i s i n g o r a t t e m p t i n g to e x e r c i s e any of t h e r i g h t s 

and d u t i e s a s P a s t e r of s a i d Church* 

(b ) That t h e s a i d Rev . F . R . V / i l l i a m s j h i s a g e n t s and s e r v a n t s , 

t h e y and each of them,may be e n j o i n e d from a c t i n g o r a t t e m p t i n g 

to a c t a s P a s t o r of P e r k i n s Square B a p t i s t Church of B a l t i m o r e 

and from e x e r c i s i n g o r a t t e m p t i n g to e x e r c i s e any of t h e r i g h t s 

and d u t i e s a s P a s t o r of s a i d Church , e x c e p t in so f a r a s t h e s a i d 

R e v . F . E . W i l l i a m s i s p e r m i t t e d to a c t u n d e r h i s a p p o i n t m e n t a s 

P a s t o r E m e r i t u s 

( c ) Such o t h e r and f u r t h e r r e l i e f a s t h e c a s e may r e q u i r e . 

May i t p l e a s e your Honor to g r a n t u n t o your O r a t o r s 

t h e Wr i t of Subpoena d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t t h e s a i d Rev . S idney Edwards 

and R e v . F . E . W i l l i a m s , c o m m a n d i n g and r e q u i r i n g them to be and 

a p p e a r in t h i s Cour t on some day c e r t a i n to be named t h e r e i n t o 

answer t h e p r e m i s e s and a b i d e by and pe r fo rm such d e c r e e o r 

o r d e r a s may be p a s s e d t h e r e i n . 

And a s i n d u t y b o u n d , e t c . 

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS 
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STATE OF MARYLAND,BALTIMORE CITY,to w i t : -

I HEREBY CERTIFY, t h a t on t h i s °< —-day of December, in 

the year one thousand n ine hundred and twenty s i x , b e f o r e me , the 

s u b s c r i b e r , a Notary Pub l i c of the S t a t e of Maryland, in and for 

the City a f o r e s a i d , p e r s o n a l l y appeared David Morrel ,James Johnson, 

R . D . W i l — n , a — g l I J I ' I %»,1BEBH T I I1 l i l n , J o h n F r a n c i s , 

James H.Cooper.Parker S t r a t t o n , W i l l i a m P o l l a r d and Harry S. 

Johnson and made oath in due form of law t h a t t he m a t t e r s and 

f a c t s in the foregoing p e t i t i o n a r e t r u e to the bes t of t h e i r 

knowledge and be l i e f* 

AS WITNESS my hand and N o t a r i a l Seal 

NOTARY PUBLIC. 



On th^foregoing B i l l , exhibi t and a f f i d a v i t . i t i s 
r/ 

this^-Ty day^>dFy^--^>l^^ht^/I926,by the Circuit Court of Baltimore 

City,ordered that a Writ of Injunction be issued as prayed in 

said b i l l ,upon the f i l i n g of a bond by the said p l a i n t i f f in 

the penalty of/000® with secur i ty to be approved by 

the Clerk of t h i s Court,but l i b e r t y i s hereby reserved to the 

defendants to move for the rescinding of t h i s order and for a 

d i sso lu t ion of the injunction to be issued as aforesaid a t any 

time a f te r f i l i n g t he i r answer to said b i l l or giving the 

p l a in t i f f f ive days previous no t ice of such motion. And the 

Clerk i s hereby directed to annex a copy of t h i s order to the 

writ of in junct ion. 

affidavit.it


r $4ju^J<u$>.6/b&d- A~. 

SUPERIOR COUR 
0/ BALTIMORE CITY M 

ROOM 310 

STEPHEN C. LITTLE 
Clerk 

COPY 

Charter 

Pf»€>M-

.She„..f.erkin§...S.qwar.a..JB.a.p.tist 

O^lfh^ r 

... P A P v 21 
Liber No 

.Fol.. 475 

Amount tl*.?°. Exd.. 

Paid 

CAA^HA. j^L 



The Perkins Square Baptist Church 

of 

Baltimore City 

TO ALL WHOM MAY CONCERN 

Know ye that all the members 

over twenty one years of age 

of the Colored Baptist 

Congregation accustomed to worship on the southeast corner of C-eorge and 

Ogston Streets being desirous to elect certain of their members to be 

constituted a body politic or corporate under and in pursuance of the 

Code of Public General Laws of Maryland Article twenty six Section one 

hundred and fifty six and following did assemble together on the thir­

teenth day of July eighteen hundred and eighty one at their accustomed 

place of Worship agreeably to public notice given on preceding Sunday 

and did duly elect the following five Sober and discreet persons Jordan 

Christian Lewis Ruffings Arnold D Mines Henry Wake and Charles H Carter 

trustees together with the Minister for the time being having the pastor­

al charges to be constituted a body politic or corporate by the name and 

style and title of the Perkins Square Baptist Church of Baltimore City 

and to have and enjoy all of the rights powers and immunities in such 

cases and provided by the Laws of this State and the same members did 

then and their determine upon a plan or agreement the following portions 

of which do specify the <time and manner of electing trustees the manner 

in which the succession shall be perpetuated and all the matters required 

by law to be contained therein as follows SECTION 1 ARTICLE 3 In the 

election of a Pastor other officers or Trustees of the Church it shall 

be the duty of the officers to cause public notice of the time place 

and purpose thereof to given from the pulpit on each of the two Sabbaths 

next preceding the election ARTICE 4 The election of Pastor and other 

officers as well as all business pertaining to and promotive of the in­

terests of the Church shall be vested in and exercised by the Male Memb­

ers of twenty one years of age and upwards and where unanimity cannot be 

obtained a majority of those present entitled to vote shall determine all 

luestions that may arise except in cases otherwise specially provided 

Tor The restriction as to age however shall apply to the constituent 

nembers of the Church ARTICLE 5 The Church shall meet for the transaction 

Df business on the fourth Wednesday evening of each month ARTICLE 7 Five 

nembers of the Church shall be elected on the fourth Wednesday Evening in 

Tune of each year or as soon thereafter as may be convenient who shall 

C 0 



form the body politic or corporate by the name style and title of the 

Perkins Square Baptist Church of Baltimore and who shall hold in trust 

all property effects &c for the benefit of the Church The Acts of the 

Trustees to be valid only when ratified by a vote of two thirds of the 

members present entitled to vote at a regular convened meeting of the 

Church any any vacancy that may occur previous to the annual election 

shall be filled by the remaining members of the Trustees 

The Trustees shall continue in office until others are 

elected 

SECTION V Article 1 This form of Church Government may be 

altered or amended by a vote of two thirds of the members thereof pre­

sent at any regular quarterly business meeting provided that notice of 

such alteration or amendment shall have been given at a previous quarter­

ly meeting 

IN TESTIMONY Y/HEREOF the Pastor of the said Church and a 

majority of the said Trustees have hereto set their hands and affixed 

their seals Jordan Christian (Seal) 

Test Lev/is Ruffing (Seal) 

Geo A Hemmick Arnold D Mines (Seal) 

E B Graff W Henry Wake (Seal) 

Francis R Williams (Seal) 

STATE OF MARYLAND CITY OF BALTIMORE TO WIT 

We hereby certify that on this first day of August in the year one thous­

and eight hundred and eighty one before the subscribers two Justices of 

the Peace of the State of Maryland in and for the City of Baltimore 

aforesaid personally appeared Jordan Christian Lewis Ruffings Arnold 

D Mines Henry Wake and Francis R Williams a majority of the foregoing 

•duly elected trustees and acknowledged the foregoing to be their deed 

and act for the purposes and intent therein declared 

E Beatty Graff J p 

Geo A Hemmick J p 

Received for record Aug 10th 1881 at 9i o'clk same day reed & Exd 

per F A Prevost Clerk 



: HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true copy taken from Liber F A P 

lo 21 folio 475 &c one of the Charter Records of Baltimore City 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I hereto 

set my hand and affix the 

Seal of the Superior Court of 

Baltimore City on this the 2nd 

day of December A D 1926 

Clerk of the Superior Court 

of Baltimore City 
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Ct. Ct. 

665 
1926 Docket No. A-66 

Perk ins Square B a p t i s t 

Church &c, e t a l 

v s . 

Rev. Sidney Edwards, e t a l 
• 

SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT 

= 

No. 

my 
Filed. T. c 

.: , 192.6. 

Davis & Evans, 

SOLICITOR S 

I O-i I 



Form 18—5M 

EQUITY SUBPOENA 

The State of Maryland 

Bev. Sidney Edwards and 

Hev. F. E. Williams 

of Baltimore City, Greeting: 
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited 

by law, beginning on the second Monday of D e c e m b e r next 

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of 

The Perkins Square Baptist Church he et al. 

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, 

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril. 

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore 

City, the 8th day of November 192 6 

Issued the 3 " day of D e c e m b e r , in the year 192 6 . 

Clerk 

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's Office,\pom 206, 
in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after return day. 

(General Equity Rules 11) 
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Injunction Bond to State. 

That we QMfi^tW 

m »&$*»* fnsmte,^^ 

of the City of Baltimore, andSMjte of Maryland, aQ held and firmly bound unto the State of Maryland, in the full 

and just sum of . . i ^ V - * A ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ - T S S , : , 

Dollars, current money, to be paid to the said State of Maryland or its certain Attorney; to which payment well 

and truly to be made and done, we bind ourselves, and each of us, our and each of our Heirs, Executors a/lid 

Administrators, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals, and dated this \£X.JJ£*L!'..... 

.day of.. \S^L£J^^^r-^. in the year of our Lord one 

thousand nine hundred and,. 

.day ( 

said 

hereas, by an order of the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, passed jn^ a cause wherein the 

Complainant ^.^^•^^^SJ^^^^Zs^L^^^' 

the Defendant an injunction is about to issue to restrain the said defendant as prayed in the bill in said 

cause exhibited, upon the complainant filing a bond with security in the above penalty. 

N o w the Condition of the a b o v e Obligation is such, That if the said complainant shall 

do and prosecute the said writ of injunction with effect, and satisfy and save harmless the said defendant if 

the same be not prosecuted with effect, and in such cases pay all costs and damages that may be occasioned 

by the issuing thereof, and shall in all things obey, abide by, perform and fulfill such decree and order as shall 

be made in the premises, then the above obligations to be void, otherwise of full force and virtue. 

Signed, scaled and delivered 
in the presence of SEAL] 

../*LL.L<i<A^^>!<^.^. [ SEAL] 

S E A L ] 

1 hereby certify, that on this Si & 0 /?,#• r < l a y ot 

,-•) personally appeared /bei/ftre me, th* .subscriber, a Juatko cp the PciU'c of said State, in an 

^ ^ ^ ^ . r j B ^ M j S ^ QicJik.J^VAAJ^ and made oath on the Holy Evangely o 

1 hereby certify, that on this A^.^-jL1^......Q ^ . - . d a y of , 19J^ 6 

d for said City, 

of Almighty God, 

that he knows the pecuniary circumstances of the within named sureties, and that they are worth the amount 

of 'the penalty set forth in the within bond, over and above their just debts and liabilities. 





MARYLAND, Set. 

®Ije %\v&t of Hargknk ^>^ /'-£'* 
t7*. Sidney... Edwards.'6'.' '... 

F...J.v.lilliams..^..^.../-V^/^..fe ( / 

c4>w tc£/>\ 
Greeting: 

mw&Jbto~£^^ s.t....al 
" h a v e exhibited to us in our CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE CITY t h e i r Bill of Complaint for 

relief in Equity, and for AN INJUNCTION to restrain you the said...M.dne.y....E.dwar.d.S M £ 

%s...?astor..of ̂̂  or from exercising 

ox...attempting...^ said 

Chinch, and your agents and aervantf from f̂ pt-

in£...or...attempting...to...act as Past 

Baitimorl and from exercising or attempting to exercise any of the rijgjits 

and duties as Pastor of said Church, except in so far as the same are 

permitted under your appointment as Pastor Emeritus^ - . 

until the matter can be heard and determined in equity. 

Now, Therefore, these are to COMMAND and strictly to ENJOIN and PROHIBIT you, the said 

3idnex.MiarAs....and...X,....^ yfit^....a^ni.i....a^d...ier¥a^ti...XrQffi 

.dQing....the....î ings....abQi.e....r.e.C:itad 

until the further order of our said Court in the premises. 

HHttHPSS the Honorable MMitlniaftx frx xl f lpt^H, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of 

Baltimore City, the 8.th day of I l ovember 1916 

ISSUED the 3 M day of December . 1926 , 

Clerk. 

A 



• • 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

BALTIMORE CI« 

ctn^ 
PERKINS S^UAre BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF BALTIMORE CITY, 

e t a l 

VS. 

REV. SIDNEY EDWARDS, e t a l 

A U S f E R 

Mr. C l e r k : -

P l e a s e f i l e . 

<zt iM-tir 
H A R R Y O. L E V I N 

A T T O R N E Y A T L A W 

1 - — 



) " > • • • — u . 

IERKDTS SQUABS BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF BALTIMORE CITY, 
e t a l 

VS. 

REV. SIDNEY EDWARdS, e t a l 

IN TEE CIRCUIT COURT 

OP 

BALTIMORE CITY 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE 0? SAIL COURT; 

Your Respondents, Frank R. Williams and Sidney 

Edwards, saving and r e s e r v i n g any and a l l o b j e c t i o n s which 

might be i n t e rposed by demurrer , answering the preamble to 

s a id b i l l of compla in t , deny t h a t David M o r r e l l , James 

Johnson, R. D. Wilson, George W. Johnson, William J e f f e r s o n 

and John F r a n c i s , r e p r e s e n t or c o n s t i t u t e the major i ty 

of t he Board of Deacons of the Pe rk ins Square B a p t i s t 

Church, and f u r t h e r denpy t h a t James Cooper, Parker 

S t r a t t o n , 1111 lain P e l l a r d , and Harry S. Johnson, r e p r e ­

s e n t or c o n s t i t u t e a ma jo r i ty of t h e Board of Trus tees 

of sa id Church, and exp lana tory of sa id d e n i a l , Hespond-

a n t s aver t h a t t h e Board of Deacons of s a i d Church i s 

comprised of twent^ three pe r sons , n ine men and f i f t e e n 

women, by v i r t u e of a r e s o l u t i o n duly passed on January 

29, 1923; and t h a t the Board of Trus tees of said Church 

i s composed of e i g h t persons and but t h a t f o u r thereof 

have jo ined in t h i s a c t i o n as p a r t i e s plan t i f f . 

1 . 

Your Respondants f o r answer to the f i r s t para­

g raph , admit the a l l e g a t i o n s the reof , your Respondent 

W i l l i a M , being a c h a r t e r member of the Church, incorpora ted 

in 1881 and a c t i v e in a l l i t s a f f a i r s u n t i l h© was s t r i c k e n 

wi th i l l n e s s about a year ago. 

2 . 

Answering the second paragraph , Respondants admit 

t h a t Respondent Will iams about a yea r ago became p h y s i c i a l l y 

. 



2. 

unable to function as Pastor , but denies any mental in­

firmity or impediment; that on the contrary, while feeble 

in body, he is ful ly equipped mentally; RQspondants 

fur ther deny that a committee to recommend a Pastor in 

h i s place was eve r / appointed or l ega l ly considered by 

the Church body; that Respondent Williams in the complete 

possession of h i s mental fiwilitie-E and exercis ing the 

prerogatives of h i s office which he ha s honoring, and 
upon 

d i l igen t ly f i l l e d for for ty-e ight years^/becomlng 

physic ia l ly incapaci ta ted and unable there**f to carry 

on h i s du t i e s , designated as Acting Pastor , Respondant 

Edwards, and that said Edwards has during the course of 

h i s ministry off ic ia ted with c r e d i t and d igni ty , to the 

benei t of the Churchy card i t s members.to the glory of God. 
) * 

3 . 

Answering the third paragraph, Respondents admit 

that aid a regular meeting of the Church was held on October 

13, 1926, but deny that the pulp i t was declared vacant :at 

said Meeting or tha t Respondant Williams was elected as 

Pastor Emeritus. Hhat a t said meeting, a t which Respondant 

Edwards presided eating «s Pastor , in the exercise of his 

appointment by Respondant Williams, a reso lu t ion was pre­

sented by the Complaintants, the purpose of which as to 

declare the Pulpi t vacant and e l e c t Respondant Williams? as 

Pastor Emeritus, but that Respondant Edwards offieiatwv* as 

chairman of the meeting, refused to put said resolut icu to 

vote , because the provisions of the Charter of the Church 

and subsequent resolut ions amending the same, regular ly 

acopted, with respect to the e lec t ion of Pastor and other 

o f f i c i e r s , were not complied with, in that said Charter 

xi»txx»gKi3Mfctol« requires public notice of the t ime, place, 

and purpose of meetings for e lec t ion of Pastor to be given 

from the Pulp i t , on each of the two Sabbaths preceeding the 

e l e c t i o n , and tha t said not ice as required by the laws of 



3 . 

of the Church was not given. That when E@sponds.nt 

Edwards declined to allow said reso lu t ions to "be voted 

on, the Complaintants caused a police off icer to be 

cal led for the purpose of int imidating him; that a f te r 

a heated discussion and debate in order to res tore 

amity and good w i l l , Respondent Edwards suggested that 

the2L dispute be referred to a council , comprised of 

members of d i f fe ren t Baptis t Churches; that thereaf te r 

a council representing nine churches, heard the evidence 

of the d ispute , and upon considering the laws of the 

Church, decision of Respondent Edwards was affirmed, and 

h i s act ion vrt, declaring the reso lu t ion out of order, 

was approved. Your Respondants are advised that t he re ­

af te r ce r t a in of the complaintants held a conference, 

purporting t o be a legal meeting of the of f icers of 

the Church, at which your Respondants are advised a 

resolu t ion was adopted requesting Respondant Edwards 

to ref ra in from conducting serv ices in said Church. 

That Respondant Edwards ignored said requests as 

improper, i l l e g a l and contrary to the ru le s and regula­

t ions of Bapt is t Suuare Church. 

4 . 

Answering the fourth paragraph Respondants admit that on 

November 28th, 1926, Respondant Edwards entered the 

Church for the purpose of conducting se rv ices , always 

scheduled at 11 o'clock in "the morning; that said Com­

p la in t an t s in order to carry out t he i r purpose, lfca$, 

contrary to the custom and usage in said Church, 

gathered at 19 o'clock for the purpose of inducting vwo 

Mate Hike Minio^ey in off ice , without legal authority 

another parson, in the piece of Respondent Edwards, 

not legal ly selected as provided.by the fundamental 

law of the Church. That although Respondant Edwards 

remonstrated a t said adatempt, he conducted himself AA 

mailto:E@sponds.nt


4 . 

a gentleman and Minister of the Gospel, and exhorted 

the members to remain calm and not to r e so r t to 

violence or abuse* 

5. 

Answering the f i f t h paragraph, Respondant B tva r i i admits 

at tending a meeting of the Young Peoples Union of said 

Church, a t which he was accompanied by fif ty-two orphans, 

from the St . Lukes Orphanage, and members of said Young 

Peoples Union, and because of the action of one of the 

Complaintants, James E. Cooper, in attemping to discrim­

inate in the seating arrangements, Respondant Edwards 

admits becoming indignant more especia l ly when said Cooper, 

by h i s act ions, made i t impossible for said children to 

receive the benefi t of the meeting; said Respondent 

Edwards, however, denies that any disturbance at said 

Meeting was caused by him. 

6. 

Answering the sic. th paragraph, Rispondants admit tha t 

Respondant Edwards i n s i s t s on presiding a t the monthly 

me t ings of the Church and he is advised that as 

Assis tant Pastor , duly designated ay Minister of the 

Church, he i s tae only person en t i t l ed to pres ide , in 

the absence of the. Minis ter ; Respondant Mwards denies 

permitt ing members to vote on motions lega l ly before the 

body but admits refusal on reso lu t ions which in h i s 

optili&on, were i l l e g a l and out of order. 

7. 

Respondants vigorously deny the tWKk&Kf f a l s e , scandalous, 

and improper charges of Complaintants with respect to the 

ahcraeter and a b i l i t y of Respondant Edwards; that f l a n c i a l l y , 

numerically and s p i r i t u a l l y , the Church i s at present in 

be t t e r condition than I t has been in years , and the g r ea t 

majority of i t s two hundred members are en t i r e ly s a t i s f i e d 



* 

5. 

with conditions and that th i s controversy i s brought 

about by ce r t a in disgruntled members, who themselves 

rare ly at tend the serv ices and who without proper 

t ra in ing and a b i l i t y , wish to arrogate to themselves 

the control of an i n s t i t u t i o n dedicated to the worship 

of God. 

8. 

Respondants demur to said Billmof Complaint because tha 

Oomplaintants have not c^verred any a l l ega t ions which 

e n t i t l e them to any r e l i e f in Equity. 

9. 

Respondants fur ther demur the said B i l l of Complaint 

because said B i l l does not a l lege such fac t s upon 

which a Court of Equity can pass the decree prayed for . 

10. 

Further answering, Re spondant Williams further sha? s that 

he has d i l i gen t ly and throughout h i s en t i r e l i f e worked 

for the benef i t of t h i s Church and the members of i t s 

congregation; that he has given up h i s en t i r e l i f e wjork 

to the holy service in which he i s engaged and that he 

has on many occasion f inanc ia l ly assis ted the Church 

and has never shirked from any; duty no whatever how 

onerous. lhat he has s t r i c t l y complied with a l l rules 

and regula t ions of the Church and that the appointment 

by him of Respindant Edwards to o f f i c i a t e in his place 

was done with due forethought and de l ibera t ion and with 

sincere regard for the welfare of h i s congregation; t ^ j f 

Respondent Edwards is a man of fine character , of 

a b i l i t y , and a splendid person to discharge the irksome 

dut ies of the Ministry. 

Having ful ly answered as they are advised, Respondants 

pray that said B i l l of Complaint be hence dismissed 

with t h e i r reasonable cos t s . 
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6. 

And as in duty bound, etc. 

S o l i c i t o r /for Respondant 

Ees pendants 

STATE OF MARYLAND, 
To Wit 

CITY OF BALTIMORE, 

I hereby c e r t i f y t ha t on t h i s i&jfcfe 4 th day of December 

ninetween hundred and twrenty s i x , be fo re me, She S u b s c r i b e r , 

a Notary Publ ic of the S t a t e Af Maryland, in and fo r the 

City of Ba l t imore , pe r sona l l y appeared Frank R. Will iams 

and Sidney Edwards, and they s e v e r a l l y made osth in due form 

of law tha t the m a t t e r s and f a c t s s t a t e d in the above Answer, 

a re t rue and bone f i * e . 

Witness my hand and N o t a r i a l S e a l . 

Notary Publ ic 
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L^^iu^... / IN THE 

/ 

vs. 

t 

CIRCUIT COURT 

OF 

BALTIMORE CITY. 

Term, 19. 

To the Honorable: 

THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT. 

The Defendant moves the 

Court for the dissolution of the injunction heretofore issued in the above entitled cause. 

a Solicitor. 

O R D E R E D by the Court this day of &JL^L^... 19&XL, that the motion 

for dissolution of the injunction heretofore issued in the above entitled cause stand for hearing on 

the day of 19 , with leave for either party to take testimony be­

fore one of the Standing Examiners of this Court to be used at the hearing, on giving to the oppo­

site party or Solicitor days' notice, provided a copy of the motion and of this or­

der be served on the Plaintiff or Solicitor on or before the day of 

19 

True Copy: 

Test : Clerk. 
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PERKINS SQUARE BAPTIST 
CHUBCI Of BALTIMORE CITY 

e t . a l . 

vs 

REV. SIDNEY EDWARDS, 
e t . a l . 

IN IKE CIRCUIT COURT 

0? 

BALTIMORE CITY 

O R D E R 

Upon r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the B i l l of Complaint 

in t h i s case , i t appear ing to the Court t h a t the 

i n j u n c t i o n having "been improvident ly g ran ted a g a i n s t 

the Defendant, Frank R.Wil l iams, i t i s t h i s k y - day 

of December, 1926, by the C i r c u i t Court of Balt imore 

C i t y , O R D E R E D t h a t the sa id In junc t i on i s sued 

"by the Court in these proceedings on December 2 r d . , 

1926, he , and the same i s , hereby se-ae-i»4e d a s a g a i n s t 

the Defendant Frank R.Wil l iams; and i t having "been 

made known to the Court t h a t a meeting of the Church 

i s to he he ld on December 8 t h . , 1926, to e l e c t a P a s t o r , 

i t i s _ O R D E B E D t h a t a t any se rv i ce to he conducted 

p r i o r to the sa id mee t ing , no person or persons s h a l l of­

f i c i a t e as P a s t o r , un les s the Defendant Frank R.Williams 

i s w i l l i n g or ab le to o f f i c i a t e . p , < ^ 



IS TEE CIRCUIT COUET OP 
BALTIMORE CITY £~> , 

EBfiKINS SQUARE BAPTIST 
CHJBCB 

vs 

ft£V. SIEBJSY EiDWAKDS, e t . a l . 

P E T I T I O N 

K r . C l a r k : - ' 

P l e a s e f i l e . 

SoTicl tor jE f o r P e t i t i ' o n e r s 

H A R R Y O. L E V I N 
A T T O R N E Y AT LAW 

B A L T I M O R E 



PERKINS SQUARE BAPTISE : IH TEE CIRCUIT COURT 
OIU RCE 

OF 
VS 

: BALTIMORE CITY 
REV. SIDiTEY EDWARDS, 

e t . a l . : 

TO TEE EOITORABLE, TEE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:-

Your p e t i t i o n e r s , Sidney Edwards and Frank 

R.Wil l iams, r e s p e c t f u l l y r e p r e s e n t : -

1 : - That these proceedings were i n s t i t u t e d 

on December 2nd, , 1926, and t h a t an i n j u n c t i o n was i ssued 

a g a i n s t your p e t i t i o n e r s , l a t e r modified by an order of t h i s 

Court r e s c ind ing the i n j u n c t i o n as a g a i n s t your p e t i t i o n e r 

Frank R. Wil l iams. 

2 : - That your p e t i t i o n e r s f u r t h e r r e p r e s e n t 

t h a t a r e g u l a r meeting of the members of the sa id Congregation 

has been r e g u l a r l y ca l l ed fo r December 8 t h . , and t h a t a l l pro­

v i s i o n s of the Church r e l a t i n g to the c a l l i n g of said meeting 

have been complied w i t h . 

3 : - That your p e t i t i o n e r s b e l i e v e i t w i l l be 

f o r the b e s t i n t e r e s t of a l l concerned, in order to conduct 

the e l e c t i o n wi thou t d i s tu rbance or d i s o r d e r , t h a t a person 

accep tab le to a l l p a r t i e s in t h i s case be named by the Court 

to o f f i c i a t e and p re s ide a t said mee t ing , and t h a t your p e t i ­

t i o n e r s suggest Rev. D. G. Mack, a wel l known B a p t i s t m i n i s t e r 

of t h i s C i ty , who has on s e v e r a l occasioned f i l l e d an of f ice 
e q u i v a l e n t to Bishop, as the proper person to ac t as p r e s id ing 

o f f i c e r , to a c t a t the meeting to be held on the evening of 

December 8 t h . , 1926. 



WES Raff ORa your pe t i t i one r s pray that an 

order "be passed accordingly. 

A^wQ ~. 
S o l i c i t o r s for pet i t ioners 

UPON the aforegoing p e t i t i o n , i t i s t h i s 

day of December, 19S6, ORHap̂ D "by the Circui t Court 

of Baltimore City that Rev. D. G. Mack, "be and he i s 

hereby designated to o f f ic ia te as the presiding off icer 

at meeting to be held by the members of the Perkins 

Square Bapt is t Church to be held on the evening of 

December 8 t h . , 1926, for the purpose of e lec t ing a 

Pastor and such other off icers as are deemed necessary 

for the said Church. 
L"-L^ 

i 
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/ IN THE 

vs. 

CIRCUIT COURT 

(^tMfU^^^jS^njC 

t^S.E^^Oc^rU 

OF 

BALTIMORE CITY. 

Term, 19, 

To the Honorable: 

THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT. 

The Defendant moves the 

Court for the dissolution of the injunction heretofore issued in the above entitled cause. 

J^tfAAHsQr- yj2syvris 
Solicitor. 

O R D E R E D by the Cou rt this [Jit that the motion 

for dissolution of the injunctata heretofore issued in the above entitled cause stand for hearing on 

the <£L / d a ^ ^ ! r ^ ± ^ ^ . . . . . 1 9 . . ^ r £ , with leave for either party to take testimony be­

fore one of the Standing Examiners of this Court to be used at the hearing, on giving to the oppo-

site part}'/6r^fr^k^....Solicitor «iL days' notice, provided a copy oj/ the motion and) of this or-

m/. 

der be' served on the Plaintiff 

True Copy: 

Solicitor on or before the JZ.....L day o #7* 

Test: Clerk. 
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IN THE 

Circuit Court 
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BALTIMORE CITY 

.̂ ""vTNr'̂ -"^> , iJwm, J92£ 

Mr. WHITEFORD, Clerk. 

Enter my appearance for Defendant 

1ST.Ar-^'lKv 



<jr> 

^A aX 

f\ji^A^^i 

ffl£ I l^u^U^I^ 



i_n> 

AW-~Xc 

AAM^j (Q&JZ-J-^^lk 
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PERKIUS S I AHE ] &E DISI 
CHUKO 

73 

!"RA VJTT T T 

is i _. CIECl :i COUET 

SAi - ! CITY 

TC THE HC - IE, EHB JUDGE C F SAID COURT:-

The p e t i t i o n of Frank R#Williams and Sidney 

- wards ,Defendants , r e s p e c t f u l l y shows:-

1 : - That as has t e e n prev ious ly r epo r t ed to 

the Court , an e l e c t i o n was held on December 8 t h . , a t 

which the s 'rank S .Wil l ia : B e l e c t e d P a s t o r , and 

the said Sidney Edwards electee, A s s i s t a n t P a s t o r . That 

no twi ths t and ing your p e t i t i o n e r s understood that the 

Lnt i f f s agreed to the manner, time and place of ho ld­

ing said e l e c t i o n , a f t e r the r e s u l t favorable to your 

p e t i t i o n e r s became known, c e r t a i n c o n t e n t i o n s were r a i s e d 

"by the P l a i n t i f f denying the l e g a l i t y and v a l i d i t y of the 

e l e c t i o n . 

2 : - That a f t e r s e v e r a l conferences wi th the 

Court , i t \ le termined t h a t a second e l e c t i o n "be held 

according to c e r t a i n sugges t ions made by the Court and 

on the 29th day of December, 1926, an e l e c t i o n was held 

a t which two b a l l e t s were taken , the f i r s t by male mem­

b e r s a lone , and the second by women members, and both 

vo t e s c a s t showed the overwhelming e l e c t i o n of your pe-

t i o n e r s as P a s t o r and A s s i s t a n t P a s t o r , r e s p e c t i v e ! ' . 

t the sa id E l e c t i o n was a t tended by counsel for the 

r e s p e c t i v e p a r t i e s . n -presided over by Hev. D.C.Mack, Uoder-
a t o r appointed by tee Court , ana a fcourt s tenogra 

That the e l e c t i o n complied with a l l l e g a l i t i e s and for ­

m a l i t i e s , in accordance with an agreement prepared by 



counsel for the respective p a r t i e s , and your pe t i t i one r s 

again a s se r t tha t the Congregation has f ina l ly exercised 

i t s Ghoice and tha t the Court should at once ra t i fy the i r 

act ion. 

,,,..^..„...l" - ./our pe t i t i one r s pray tha t the injum. t ion 

against*your pe t i t i one r Sidney Bdwards he dissolved and 

vacated. 

&NS as in duty hound,etc . 

l i c i t o r s for Pe t i t ioners 

I he re "by consent to the passage of an order dissolving 

and dismissing injunction heretofore granted. 



RoY.D.G.iiack, 

2133 Bruidhill Are., 

Dear Sir:-

Judge Jrank has again requested that you act as Mod­

erator at the meeting to be held,December,29th. ,1926 at %* 

Jerkin'e Square Baptist Churely.Ae the result of a conference 

between Judge tfrank, Mr .Levin and myself.the following was a-

greed upon as a plan to be followed at the aforem ntiened meet­

ing. 

Two bal lots shall bs talc en .One bal lot with the male members 

alone TO t ing. Another bal lot with the male and female members both 

voting.Ins vote shall be by ro l l oal l and bothethe resul ts shall 

be recorded.*he r o l l ca l l shall be from the register of the church 

and every member financial on December 29th. , 1926 shall be per­

mitted to vote;this applies ,offcourse,only to members of 21 years 

or upwards. 

It has also been suggested by the Court that a Court stenog­

rapher be present and that counsel for both sides attend. 

By way of emphasis,1 might add.that a member shall have the 

priveledge of voting,even tho'the member does not pay up h i s or 

her arrears until the night of the meeting .Also, i f the books in­

dicate that a member i s unf inaneial,and i f the member i n s i s t s that 

he or she i s financial*the particular member shall be permitted 

to vote subject to the subsequent decision of Hie Court as to wheth 

sr the particular member was or was not finansial^trrK^eL/ws^Xw ^iL^f? 



C R D ^ 2 

I t appear ing to the Court t h a t in obedience to 

i t s sugges t ion , a meeting of the _ members of the Perk ins 

a^uare B a p t i s t Ohureh was held on December 2.- th . , 1926, 

for the purpose of e l e c t i n g Pas to r and Ass i s t an t 4;or • 

of said Church; t h a t said meeting was a t tended by counsel 

for the r e s p e c t i v e p a r t i e s end was pres ided over by the 

Reverend D.G.Maok, as Moderator , and i t f u r t h e r appear­

ing , by the vote of a major i ty of the members of the Con­

g r e g a t i o n , male and female, t h a t Bev. Ffranl R.Williams 

was e l e c t e d P a s t o r and Rev. Sidney 3d ards A s s i s t a n t Pas­

t o r , and the S o l i c i t o r for the P l a i n t i f f s having agreed 

to the passage of t h i s Order, i t i s t h i s 51s t day of 

December, 1926, O O S S I B "by the C i r c u i t Court of 

Bal t imore C i t y , t h a t the In junc t ion he re to fo re passed in 

t h i s case a g a i n s t the Defendant i idney Sdwards, be and the 

same i s hereby d i s so lved and v a c a t e d . 


