
In the 
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The Baltimore Annuel Confer­
ence of the Evangetical 
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Defendant. 
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The Baltimore Annuel • 
Conference of the •» 
Evangetical Methodist « 
Church of Baltimore City, -«• 
Incorporated. * In the Circuit Court 

Plaintiffs, * 
• of 

vs *• 
# Baltimore City 

John B. Catkins, * 
Defendant, • 

To the .Honorable, the Judge of said Ciurt: 

1. The plaintiff is an incorporated body corporate, duly in-

corporated under and by virtue of the General Laws of the state 

of Maryland. 

2. That among the stated objects of the said corporation as 
for 

a body are /owthe maintenance of houses of religious worship 

and general educational educational work; and of moral and rightfe 

lining among mankind" 

3. That the plaintiff operates through men regularlly 

qualified and ordained ministers in said church, having stations 

that is regular ohurchs from whom, the ministers in charge, all 

money collected for the purposess of maintenance and support of 

the general church during one year after an appointment is given; 

said money is then reported to the Annuel Conference, the plaint­

iff, in accordance to the acknowledged discipline of the whole 

church connections. 

4. That the Heverend John B. Watkins, a minsiter was duly 

appointed to take chage of a Statycion located at III Porrist 

Street, Baltimore City, Maryland on or about the 18th day of 

June 1920; that at the Annuel Conference held on or about the 18th 

day of June 1925, a report for the work of the charge given to the 

said John Bo Watkins, was duly called for, but instead of a re­

port having been made by the said Reverend John B. Watkins, 

a formel resignation in writing was tendered the Plaintiff and 

accepted, together with his credentials and all other things 

including the Book of Descipline all of which are herewith filed 



(2) 

except the Book of Discipline 
marked Plaintiff's Exhibit No. l/and prayed to be taken as part 

of the Bill of Complaint. 

5„ That after the acceptance of resignation of the Reverend 

John Bo Watkins, the defendant, by the plaintiff, a demand has 

long since been made upon the defendant to return tte property, 

the furnature and that he to vacate from the premesis, 313 Forrest 

street, Baltimore City, Maryland, but that said Watkins has re­

fused to surrender the premesis and property to the plaintiffj 

the plaintiff having made all reasonable demands for t& return 

of said property and possession of the said church, in a peacable 

and quiet manner, but all reasonable demands are refused, that tne 

only means by which possession and rignts of the plaintiff can be 

inforced, the plaintiff is advised is a fefcit of an injunction, 

restraining the said John B. Watkins, defendant, from any way 

interfering with the possession of the premesis and property of 

the plaintiff. 

The plaintiff will ever prays 
• 

(a) That an injunction be issued or a restraining 

order against Heverend John B. Watkins upon such terms and 

conditions and seems wise to the Court in the premesis. 

(b) That a report be made if the money collect­

ed during the year 1925 so that a completed report can be 

made of the returns required under the law of the church. 

And such other and farther relief as the plaintiff's require. 

May it please your tf-onor to grant unto it the writ of 

subpoena issued out of this Court directed to the said 

John B. Watkins, residing in Baltimore City, Maryland, 

commanding him to be and appear in this Court on some cer-

day to be named therein and appear and answer the Bill of 

of Complaint and to show good and sufficient cause, if apy, 

he may have why the prayers of the said bill should not 

be granted as therein prayed. 

And as in duî y bound- .etc.,/ 



State of Maryland 
SS : -

City of Baltimore, 

I hereby certify that on this \j>-—"day of 

1926, before me the subscriber a /iTffaOxs-A O&uifhi o f t n e 

State of Maryland in and for said city, personally appeared 

/ Anmiel Conference of the Ev> 

President of the Baltimore 

/ Anniiel Conference "of the Evangetical Methodist Church, Inc., 

and made oath indue form of law that the matters and things 

set out in the aforegoing are true to the best of his knowledge 

and belief. 

Witness my hand and Notarial Seal. 

Hirtary Public. 



In the Circuit Court of 
Blatimore City 

Zx, /£ L 

x he .. a 11 imo i a Annuo i' z • 
Oonferenoe of the Evangel­
ical Metnodist Church.Inc, 

vs 

John B. Watkins, 

Pleantiff's Ehibit No. 1 

^ZlH~0£i^ 

#lte 
JTliyc^^^ 

The LBaily Record Co. Print, B a i t s . / Md. 



p 

Elders' Credentials 
ZTo whom it ma£ Concern, (Sreeting: 

%e it known, that i 2 e r . ^ C ^ - ^ ^ j 3 ^ ^ ^ ^ I L ^ 
having been duly elected by the Annual Conference of Ministers 
and Delegates, was ordained for the office of Elder, in the Evan­
gelical Methodist Church, so long as his Life and Doctrine accordj 
wi th the Holy Scriptures, to administer the Lord's Supper; to* 
Baptize; to Celebrate Matrimony, and to feed the flock of God,* 
taking the oversight, not as a Lord over Gods Heritage, but being* 
an example to the flock. 

Signed by order, and in behalf of the 
Annual Conference 

Secretary. 
President 



EVANGELICAL METHODIST CHURCH 
McELDERRY & SOMERSET STS. 

REV. JOHN B. WATKINS, Pastor 
643 ENSOR STREET 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

^tV^^Zhj-^^ ^$*^<^H 

fi^C>JpjL»J~ 
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Ct. Ct. 

A 15-
192 6 Docket No. 

The Baiimore Annuel Conference 
of the Evangetical Methodist 
Church, Inc. 

vs. 

John B. Watkins 

$30 sjoWbxJf <*r 

SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT 

i 
No 

, 192..6 

SOLICITOR 

x j 

^ = i 



Form 18—5M 

EQUITY SUBPOENA 

The State of Maryland 

SfaJohn B. Watkins 

(330 Forrest St) 

of Baltimore City, Greeting: 
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited 

by law, beginning on the second Monday of F e b r u a r y next 

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of 

The Baltimore Annuel Conference of the Evangetical Method.it 

Church, Inc. 

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, 

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril. 

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore 

City, the 11" day of January 1926 

Issued the 1 1 " day of J a n u a r y , in the year 1926 

Clerk 

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's Office, room 206, 
in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after return day. 

(General Equity Rules 11) 

Method.it


$ 

s * 

U 

:/w M^C 



.* T M l — - — — q m 

Upon the aforegoing Bill of Complaint and Exhibit , it io 

GRDJRSD by the Circuit Court of i&ltisore City this (f^ 

day rfA.."..^ ItSlb H*fc til© Fxparte application for 

^i-t^w-

herein atand for hearing on the/^- day of ly, * 

Anu i t is iurther ORDERED that until said hearing; the defendant 

'AZ^&GLZt 
be and <-* hereby reotrainea/^a 1 a in mud Bill of Complaint 

And i t is iurther G D that a copy of thia Order be MT?td on 

the defendant 

iortiitdth (L^^C ( 



? 
l/l 

-Clerk : -

J. STEWARD DAVIS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

21S SAINT P/CUL/PLACE 

B A L T I M O R E / M D . 

BAUMGARTEN & CO., INC 



THE BALTIMORE AimUAl 0OH-
FEREHCE OF THE BVABGKLICAL 
METHODISS CHURCH OF BALTI­
MORE CITY ,INCORPORATED 

V3. 

Ill THE CIRCUIT COURT 

JOH- J.WATKIHS 
BALTIMORE CITY 

The defendant demurs t o t h e p l a i n t i f f ' s "bil l and 

f o r cause of demurrer shows, 

1 . That t h e p l a i n t i f f has not s ta ted, i n i t s h i l l such 

a case as e n t i t l e s hi:.a to any r e l i e f i n equ i ty a g a i n s t t h e 

de fendan t . 

2 . That t h e p l a i n t i f f ' s b i l l i s bad in subs tance and i n 

law* 

-HMUASO 
V O f t T'""J T—,-'""-~~5 "^ ~!:~*L} " " V T t ' f l ^ ' T ? 

3TA1 . 01 ELAND.BALTIMORE CITY, to w i t : - ' 

I HEREBY CERTIFY t h a t on t h i s /** day of January , i n t h e 

year n i n e t e e n hundred and twenty s i x , be fo re me, the s u b s c r i b e r , 

a Sotery Pub l i c of the o t a t e of Maryland, in and for the Ci ty of 

Bal t imore a f o r e s a i d , p e r s o n a l l y appeared tJ%wi J a t k i n s , the de­

fendant i n t h e above case and uade oath in lue forra of law t i n t 

' the demurrer f i l e d by him t h e r e i n is not e n t i t l e d for d e l a y . 

A3 .7ITSTBSS my hand and n o t a r i a l S e a l , 

J. 
HJlliHY PUBLI^. 


