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BLANCHE M,DAVIS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS. OoF

-

J .STEWARD DAVIS 3 BALTIMORE CITY

TO0 THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT;
Your Oratrix complaining respectfully represents,

La That she was married to her husband,J.Steward Davig,
on the 26th day of August,I920 and with whom she resided until
I6th day of April,I929 when the Defendant deserted the Plaintiff

2, That though the conduct of your Oratrix toward the
gaid Defendant has always been kind ,affectionate and above re-
proach, he has,without any just cause or reason,abandoned and dee
gerted her and has declared his intentions to live with her no

longer and said abandonment has continued uninterruptedly for
more than five years, is deliberate and final and the separation
of the parties is beyond any reasonable hope of reconciliation.

Se That your Oratrix has not lived or co-habited with
the said Defendant since said desertion.

4, That there are two children born as issue of said
marriage; Suzanne, age sixteen and Blanche, age elesven,

Se That your Oratrix is a citizen of the State of Mary-
land ,having resided in Baltimore City for more than two years
prior to the filing of this Bill of Complaint,but that the
Defendant is a non-resident of the State of Maryland and when

last heard of was in New York City,New York.,




b

TG THE END,THEREFORE,YOUR ORATRIX PRAYS:

{a) That she may be divoreed 4 Vinculo Matrimonili from
the said J.Steward Davis. -
H ~{») That she may have such other and further relief as
her case may require, I

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Oratrix

the Order of Publication dirsoted to and againgt the said J.
Steward Davig,commanding and requiring him to be and appear in
this Court on some day eertzin to be named therein to answer
the premises and abide by and perform such decres or order as
may be passed therein.

And as in duty bound,etec.
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GHEORGE W, EVANS,SOLICITOR
I4 E. PLEASANT STREET
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTIMORE
ORDER OF PUBLICATION

BLANCHE M.DAVISVS. J.STEWARD DAVIS

The object of this suit is to proocure a divorce A
Vinculo Matrimonii by the Plaintiff Blanche lM.Davis from the
Defendant,J.Steward Davis,

The bill recites that the parties were married on the
26th day of August I920 and lived together until the ISth day
of April,I929 when the Defendant deserted the Plaintiff and
declared his intentions to live with her no longer; said aban-
donment has continued uninterruptedly for more than five years,
is deliberate and final and beyond reconciliation; the Plaintiff
has been kind,affectionate and above reproach toward the said
defendant; that there are two children, Suzanne,age sixteen and
Blanche, age eleven; that the Plaintiff has been a resident
of Baltimore City,State of Maryland for more than two years
last past but that the Defendant is & non-resident of the
State of Maryland and when last heard of was in New York City,
New York.
the Circuit Court of Baltimore

It is the?&?pon b
City ordered this |T . day of 1938 that the Plaintiff
by causing a copy of this order to De inserted in some daily
newspaper published in Baltimore City,onge a week for four
successive weeks before the ,/fyday of I1938,give notice
to the absent defendant of the object and substance of this
Bill, warning him to be and appear in this Court in person or
by Solieitor on or before the ré“éday afﬁﬂééé%;/lgzs, to show
cause, if any he may have why a decree should not be passed

as prayed.

he %_wﬁ. D
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George W. Evans, Bolicitor,
14 East Pleasant Street,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTI-

MORE CITY — (B—192—1938) — Blanche
M. Davis vd. J. Steward Davis,

ORDER OF PUBLICATION.

The object of this suit iz to procure a
divoree a vineulo matrimonii by the plain-
tiff, Blanche M. Davis, from the defendant,
J. Steward Davis,

The bill recites that the parties were
married on the 2§th da{ of August, 1020
and lived together until the 15th day of
April, 1920, when the defendant deserted
the plaintiff and declared his intentions
to live with her no longer; sald abandon-
ment has continued uninterruptedly for
more than five years, is deliberate and final
and beyond reconct iation; the plaintif®

’
there are two children, Suzanne, age gix-
teen, and Blanche, age eleven; that the
plaintif has Leen a resident of Baltimore
City, State of Maqtr]land, for more than
fwo years lagt past, but that the defendant
i8 & non-resident of the State of Maryland
and when last heard of was In New York
City, New York.

It is thereupon by the Cirenit Court of
Baltimore City ordered this 18th day of
May, 1938, that the plaintiff, by ecaunsing
4 copy of this order to be inserted in
B0Ie ‘t_}nlly newspaper published in Balti-
more City, once a week for four successive
weeks before the 18th day of June, 1938,
give notice to the absent defendant of the
object and substance of this bill, warning
him to be and appear -in this Court, in
Eerson or h§ solleitor, on or before the
th day of July, 1938, to show cause, if
any he may have, why a decree should not
be passed "as prayed

AMUEL K. DENNIS,
True Copy—Test:

CHAS. R. WHITEFO RD,
| my19,28,je2.0 Clerk

ment of Order
N

Wz;;‘, published in THE DAILY RECORD, a daily news-
paper published in the City of Baltimore, once in each of

ssuccessive weeks before the
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Circuit Court
B I92
193 8 DOCKET NO.. oo

_...Blanche ul.Davis ..

Vs.

JeStewart Davis

Decree Pro Confesso

/- T

Filed. .Y day of ALLC ., 198.8:
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[DECREE PrRO CONFESS0]

A}

BLANCHE M,DAVLIS

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

_ ; —O0F—
J.STEWART DAVIS

BALTIMORE CITY

x _Term, 1988,

The Defendant J ‘btewartDaVIBhavmg been duly
summoned (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear

thereto, according to the exigency of themerit:{said Order)

! w b
. * # % s T .
e Pk R
’ K b kS :
Do ¥
It is, thereupon, this... l' + _.dayof.. Decem‘oer, in the year nineteen
hundred and thirty-.,..___....@.J:E__}'-l_l"___________..........., by the Cireuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED

and DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the Bill of Complaint be and

is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant....d «338Wart Davis
But because it doth not certainly appear to what relief the plaintiff is entitled, it is further ADJUDGED

and ORDERED, that one of the Exammers of thiz Court take testimony to support the a}legatlons of the Bill.

\/ hw




8. 192/1938

DOCKET ....

| IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

Blanche 1. Davis

vs.

J. Stewart Davis

DEPOSITIONS
gRrelie oo AEERR - :
No L R {
PLAINTIFF'S COSTS
Examiner _.. $ ) ]
Copies
Notices ... :
Sheriff ... S A o=t WA =l
Stenographer ...
$
DEFENDANT'S COSTS
Examiner L AW N
Copies
Notices
Sheriff ...
Stenographer ........o.oceeeeo..
$

GERALD W. HILL, Special Examiner

Pl 20 day of ﬂ? 195?
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Iu the Girenit Conet-ooes
OF BALTIMORE CITY

VS.

J. Stewart Davis

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the . Plaintiff
of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

.................... 4% o day of.....DeCembeT  193.8., meton
the.comm:! 16th day of .......c December . in the year nineteen
hundred and thirty...edght . . , at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the

State of Maryland, and assigned the 17th __day of...December

in the same year at.......... 1080 ... o'clock in the......fore = noon and the
office of.....the BXBWINGT, ..o e in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor..............._.. of the

tiff
................. e B take the following deposition, that

is to say:



E—

TESTIMOLNY taken at the office of George Arnola Frick,
Examiner, on Saturday, Lecember 17th,19%38, at nhalf past

ten o'clock in the morning.

Present: George We.fvans, Counsel for Plaintiff.

Thereupon:

BLANCHE MeDAVIS, the Plainiifi, produced as a witness
on ner own oehalf, oveing first duly sworn, deposetin and
saith as follows, tnat is To say =
BY THE EXAMINER:
l = State your name,residence and occupation?
A- DBlancine l.Davis, 1301 Lyrtle avenue, teacher.
2 ¢= You are the Plaintirff in this proceeaing?
A- Yes, sir.
3 4= How long have you known J.Stewart Davis?

A= about nineteen years.

BY MR.EVANS:
4 - When,where and by whom were you married?
A- I was married at £lkton,Marylana, on august
26th,1920, by Reverend Loberts.
9 = Did yo and Mr.Davis live together as man and

i o




Blanche Ll«Davis

wife?

a= Yes, until aApril 15th,1929.
6 &= wuring that time, ol course, you got along
togetler 148 husband and wife?

A=  Te8.
7 «=- How did you conduet yourself?

A= 4as a wife should.
8 «= Faitnful, ehaste apni afrectionate?

a= Yes.
9 «= Un Apri] 15th what n=ppened?

a= MNre.vavis left in the morning t0 go io work and
he sent a telegram that sfternoon tnat he had been oalle?
out of town on business and 1 haven't heard frum him '
since. .
10 - By the way, wr.vavis was a mcmber of the Bar,
was ne not?

A= Yes.

11 «- And had offiees au 215 St.Paul Strcet at thue

A= YeS.
12 = Have you made every effort to locate ar.davis
sinee tne separation?

A= 1 have. !

13 = Have you been successful or not 7

- HO.



14 G-

3lanene l.Davis

The telegram you spoke of as unaving gotten -

from what ¢ity did &% come?

A=

15 =~

investigator weke some investigation as to what happencdf

A-
16 Q-
A~

New Lork C¢isy.

I velieve you went Lo Mew York and nad an

Yes.
And your investigatiou disclosed what?
Th&t he had been 'IEO the Y.McClAc and St&yed all

nigant and checked out the next morning.

17 &~
him?
A~
18 g~
A=
19 &=
A

20 §-

And thet is the last trace yoyecould find of

AbBsolutely.

Did you give him any cause to leave you?
None at all,

Do you know why he left you?

I haven't any idea why he left.

I believe you nave cxhausted every weans of

loeating him?

A=
el -
A=

&z G-

Yes.
An@ given up all hope too, I believe?
Yes.

Was his aband oument ana descrtion of you on

April 15th,1929, nis deliberate ani final act?

‘&-

1 think so.




Blanehe W.Davis

28 Q- Were there any children born as a result of this
marriage?

A- We have two ehildren, uargaret Suzanne, aged 17
years, and Blanche M.,Davis, twelve years old.
24 «= Who has the care and custody of the ehildren?

A- I have.
£5 = Have they rececived any help or support from the
father since his desertion?

A- Not any.
26 = Are you a fit and proper person to have the care
and custody of the children?

A- 1 surely am.
27 «= Do you ask for the eare and ocustody of yoar
echildren?

A- Apsolutely.
28 4= You are a citizen of the State of Maryland, I
believe?

A- Yes.
£9 @- How long have you been residing in Baltimore City,
State of lMaryland?

A= JSince I wes born.
80 4= Is your husband now a resident of the State of
Mury land 7

A~ Ko, he is not.
8l =~ Was your husband a resident of the State of lMary-

-4 -




Blanche M,Davis

land on kay 18%h,1938%7

A= HNo.
2 «= Wnen last heard of where was he?

A- The last I lheard of him he was in New York
City, he sent me the telegram.
3% §- And, of course, your investigation disclosed
that he was there?

A- Yes, sir.
34 = Is there any hope of a reconciliation between
you and your husoand?

A- DNo.
35 w=- Have you lived or cchabited with your husband
sinee the separaiion?

A,- No.

LR P PR P R L R L R TR R L L E B L L 2 3




QUESTION BY 'HE EXAMINER:

Do you know or cen you state any other matter or thing
that mey be of benefit or advantaege to the parties to this
suit or either of them or that may be materiel to the sub-
ject of this your examination or the matters in question
between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer.




MARCARET S.MOORE, a witness of lawful age,produced on
behulf of the Plaintiff, being first duly sworn,deposeth

and sa

BY THL EXAMINER:

lg-
A=

housekeeper.

2 q-
A=
3 &-
&

Je.Stewart Davis sinee tiey nave been married.

BY MR.EVANS:
4 (- Mrs.Moore, wers you present at ithe marriage of
these pariles?

A= No,
5 &= \Where were they married?

A= Elkion,liaryland.
6 «=- The date of the marriage is given as august Z6hh,
1920, Is that about right?

A- Yes, that's about right.
7 &= Did they live bvogether as man and wife for a
while?

ith as follows, that is t0 say -

State your name, residence and occupation?

Margaret S.Moore,l30l liyrtle Avemue,Baltimore,

Do you know the parties to this suit?
Yes, sir.
How long have you known them?

The Plaintiff is my daughter and 1 have known




A= Yes.
8 = Did they go around as sueh?
A- Yes, sir.
9 &- And people recognized them as man and wife?
A= Yes.,
10 ¢- Are they now living together as man and wife?
A- No, he is not here.
1l 4= Who left the other?
A- He left her.
12 4= Do you know the date? It is stated as april
15th,19297 )
A- 1 Lthink tonat is about right.
15 ¢= Do you know wh-t happened?
A- 1 do not because I didn't live with them.
14 - But you krow whut Ia ppened at that time?
A- Well, I know that he left home one morning to go
%0 iuds offiece.
15 «- Was he seen or heard frcm after that other than
by a telegram?
A- Not that 1 know of.
l6 - Where was his oflice?
A- 215 3t.,Paul Street.
17 4- Aecreoss fromthe Court House?
A=- Yes.
18 @= You heard aocut it from yowr daughier, of
course?

Margarcet S .Moore

-8=




Margaret S.loore

A- Yes.
19 - Did your daughter do anything about it af ter
ner nhuso:znd sent the telegram from New YOork?
A- JShe went to lew York.
20 Q= Did she make some investigaticn as to uer
husband 's whereaboutis in New York?
A=- Yes.
2l «~- Was she successful in finaing him?
A- No, she wasn't.
22 4= Have you or your daughter seen or heard of him
since the separation other tham by the telegram?
A- No.
28 «- That telegram was sent orn the very day he
left saltimore, was it n0%7?
A=- Yes,
24 4~- How did lrs.Davis treat her husobana?
A- Well, she treated him all right.
2 4~ Was she a faithful, chzuste and affectionate
wife?
A- lgg, sir.
26 @~- Did she give her husband any cause to aesert
and abandon her in April,19297
A- No.
27 = Was his desertion of her his deliberate and final
acs?

A= YBS-




liargaret S.Moore

28 4= Has she lived with him since the separaiion?
A- No, ne hasn't veen rere since,
£9 4= Is there any reascnable expeotation of a
reconc iliat ion between them?
A= No.
60 = Has he made any corTribution to your knowledge
or supported the enilaren?
A- No.
8l &= How long has your daughier lived in Baltimare City,
State of laryland?
A- BShe was born ana raised nere &nd lived here all
her life.
¢ - And is Mr.Davis a resident of the State of Mary-
land now 7
A= Tio.
% 4= Wes he a resident here on Kay 18th,19&8, when
this suit was filed?
A= lo.
34 =~ The last time he was heard of where was he?
A- In New York City.
&0 «~- What are the names of the childrem of these
parties?
A- lMargaret Suzanne, 17, and slanche m.Davis, lZ.
86 «= Who has the care and custody of those ehildren?
A- Their mother, my daughter.

=10«




llargaret S.bMoore

&7 4= Has she nad thelr care and custoay sinece the
separation?

A- Yes, ever sinec.
é8 = 1s she a reasonable and proper person to have
the dare and custoay of the chilaren?

A= Yes.
39 @- Is she able to provide for them at present?

A- Yes, sir.




QUBSTION BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing
that may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this
suit or either of them or thaet may be meterial to the sub-
jeet of this your examination or the matters in question
between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at
large in your answer.

Answer:

7740-74/(-4 J Zf/ L
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NOTE: Tegtimony having heretofore been taken before the
said George Arnold Frick, one of the Standing Examiners

of this Court. but not certified to by him because of his

1 illness, the witnesses were recalled before Gerald W,Hill,
B8o., Special Examiner, and the testimony heretofore taken
was thereupon read to ssid witnesses, who acknowledged
their said testimony to be correct and true, and said

witnesses were duly re-sworn.




No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the

request of the Solicitor......of the. Plaintiff

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal on this...... m"“i‘ ..... vk S I day of
........... Rebruary o oein the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and thirty.nine . . .. , at the City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

Special Examiner.

There are......... no ... .Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plasntlils .o ERRibitciescansnon R
Defendant’s —ooeeoeemoceeeceee % 151+ | A S

Special Examiner.

I, GERALD W. HILL, Special Examiner before whom the forego-

ing depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a

day and taking the said depositions upon....... "2 .. days, on......Ro%EhR
of which I was employed by the plaintiff......,and on..... 0008 .

by the defendant.........

Special Examiner.




Circuit Court
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IN THE

"""" Circuit Court

Vs, >
OF

J.STEWARD DAVIS

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this h--.]..-—----—

BALTIMORE CITY

day of ... . Februwary . L , 1939, that the same be and it is heireby referred to

. J0m08 A Intane @

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereb\/

Report of Auditor and Master

ey Bsq., Auditor and Master, to report the

Bill for divorce a vinculo matrimonii, filed by the wife againsgt
_her husband on the ground of abandomment, Code Art. 16, Sec, 37=424
__Defendant proceeded against as & non-resident and hils non-residence

s P T e s

Plaintiff's residence in Baltimore City for more than two years

o N

The marriage proven,

The abandomment for three years, its finality and the irrecon=-

cilability of the parties proven,

Case made for giving the custody of the minor children of the

parties to the plaintiff,
A decree pro confesso was passed against the defendant and more

than thirty days have since elapsed. Case neady for decree,

March 8, 1939
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CIRCUIT COURT
B 192
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The within is a proper decree to be passed in
this cage

AuEﬁ'\for and Master

ofa,s._a. S OV

7}

I

E




DECREE oF DIVORCE.

BLANCHE M, DAVIS IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

vs. —OF—

BALTIMORE CITY

WM TERM, 193.%.

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court

R Wb
: \ h 0 day of......... ,A.D. 193.%...,

J. STEWARD DAVIS

It is Thereupon, Thill ke

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said
o e e e e e e e BlANGRE MolDBVES fr o= W e e e w S e - - -

the above named Complainant, be and she is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

guardianship and custody of Margaret Suzanne Davis and Blanche M, Davis

the minor children of the parties in the proceedings mentioned; sub=. .

Ject to the further order of this Court in the premises. . ... .

And it is Further Ordered, That the said.....Blanche 1l, Davis T
pay the cost of this proceeding.




