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Ma® Townasend Matthews In the

Circult Court No., 2

(1

of
V3.

Ralph D. Matthews

L]

Baltimore Citye.

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court: -

Your oratrix complaining says:-
-First-

That on the 7th day of August 1926, she was married to her
hnsband, Ralph D, Watthews, in Baltimore City, by Rev. Charles H.
Matthews, a regularly ordained minister, and that they resided to-
gether as husband and wife, in said city, until the 30th day of
January 1928, when he~deserted your oratrix, &and their infant child.

-Second=

That ever since their marriage as aforesaid, your oratrix
has behaved herself as a faithful, chaste and affectionate wife v
towards her hushand, the sald Ralph D, Matthewa.

-Third-

That her husband is in the possession of steady employment,
as a speclal writer on the staff of the afro-american, a widely —
read and profitable newspaper, where he receives a salary of not
less than Thirty Dollars ($30) per week, and because of his special
attainments as a writer, he can and does receive additional income
from other sources,

-Fourth=

That one child, Ralph D. Jr., has been born from said wnion.
~Fifth-

That the parties hereto are botn residents of Baltimore City,

where they have lived for many more than the two years lust past.
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-Sixthe
That your oratrix is wholly destitute of means of supporting
herself during the pendency of this suit, or of defraying the costs

and expenses attending the prosecution of the same,

To the end, therefore:

(1) That your oratrlix may be divorced a mensa et thoro from the
sald Ralph D. Matthews, her husband,

L2 That your oratrix may have the guradianship and custody of the
inf'ant child of said marriage, viz.: the said Ralph D. Jr,.

(3) That your oratrix may be declared to be entitled to receive,

by way of allmony, such an allowance out of her said husband's

earnings as may be proportioned to the means and station in

life of her said husband.

(4) That, in the meantime, the said Ralph D. Matthews, may be re-
gquired to pay unto your oratrix a reasonable sum 1'0r her

support and maintenance during the pendency of this sult,and

such sum or sums of money as may enable your oratrix to employ

counsel to prosecute this sult and to defray the necessary

costs and expenses thereof,

(5) That your oratrix may have such other and further relief as her
case may require,

May it please your Honor to grent unto your oratrix the writ of
subpoena, directed to the said Ralph D. Matthews, residing in Baltimore
City, commanding him to be and appear in this Court at some certain
day, to be named therein, and answer the premises and abide by and per-
form such decree us may be passed therein,

And as in duty bound, etc.

= M‘LM Koot v QN (MNechos '

Complainant, Solicitors for Complainant.
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State of Marylund, Baltimore City, to wit:
S
I hereby certify, that on thlqﬂday of april, nineteen
hundred and twenty-eight, before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public
of the State of llaryland, in and for Baltimore (Clty aforesaid, person-
ally appeared Mae Townsend Matthews, Complainant, and made o&ath in
dne form of law that the foregolng matters and facts set out in the

above Bill, are true to the best of her knowiedge and belief.
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EQUITY SUBPOLENA

The State of Maryland
To

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY.
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:
WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. #ORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City

thek e / 2

MEMORANDUM:

You are required to file your Answer or othe ence in the Clerk’s Office, Room No. 235, in the Court
House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.)
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
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of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited
by law, beginning on the second Monday of%{ ‘ , next, cause an

appearance to be entered for you, and your Answer to be filed to the Complaint of

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY.
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable.JAMES . GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench c;f Baltimore City
the . o ‘day of M ..y 192 ﬂ

Issued the....... J- ................ day uf-g £ {/ME’ ., in the year 192 (@

Clerk.

MEMORANDUM:

You are required to file your Answer or o@ defence in the Clerk’s Office, Room No. 235, in the Court
House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.)

TRUE CO
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ORDERED BY THE COURT, this. . .

that the defendant.._/
. v
pay to the plaintiffi"

the sum of

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT No. 2

OF
BALTIMORE CITY

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit as Alimony, pendente lite, unless cause to the

et g e A e o e B s i e e R e i A

92Zi provided a copy of this Order be ythe said defendant
F# o 2(46h or before the / 77 Ao

for the further determination of this court.

TRUE COPY—TEST:

 Clerk.
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, 192 4., the question of Counsel fee being reserved
/ _____________ APt P AOA LTI




Ct. Ct. Mo. 2 8788, /44

Mae .Townsend lMatthews

(2

_Ralph D. Matthews.

Final Order, Counsel Fee and Alimony

Pendente ite,

iled 520_ 192 X




o Mae. Tovmsend. Mathbheuws. . .| IN THE

[ CIRCUIT COURT No. 2

. Ralpn D. Masthews OF

RS S BALTIMORE CITY.

The petition for Alimony pendente lite and Counsel fee and the auswer thereto in the above
entitled eause coming on for final hearing and the respective parties having been heard;

It is Ordered by the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City this... %Tgﬁ- e AlAY

thesmebrem—rrre—o——/—/— Dollars, as—CommselJiea

e

\

P S A
Attt

Loethey—pas the sum of . Ten (310) e Dollars . per week,

during the continuance of this suit, to the said...plaintiff, Mae Townsend Matthews. ...

as Alimony pendente lite accounting from the ... meoro day of .._april, ... .....192 8,

We hereby assent to the vassage of the above (

S5olicitors for Defendant.

W%%&u‘
1
Solficitor for uintif'f.
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MAE TOVITSEND MATTHEWS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT NO.2

VSe. OoF

RALPH D.MATTHEWS BALTIMORE CITY

.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The answer of your respondent to the bill of complaint
in the above cause respectfully shows:
I. That he neither admits hcr denies the allegations con=

tained in the first paragravh of the Complainant's Bill,

2e That he admits the second paragraph of the Complainant's
bilil,
Se The respondent admits that his income is thirty dollarsg

weekly and further asserts that since the separation he has been
contributing ten dollars per week to the support of the petitione
er and her infant child, that the petitioner is employed,earning
fifteen dollars per week and that as per agreement as filed
heretofore in this €outt,the respondent will continue to pay ten

dollars as alimony pendente lite.

4, That he admits the fourth paragraph of the Complainant's
bill.

S That he admits the fifth paragraph of the Complainant's
bill.

AND as in duty bound,etc.

gj MT@ A

RNEYS FOR RESPONDENT

J',/‘L'
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Circuit Court No. 2

—OF—

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable, the Judge of the

Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

The Plaintiff in this case respectfully shows unto your Honor
Tha'l;’\he desires to examine orally, in open Court and in the presence of your Honor, certain wit_nesses who
can testify to the facts and matters relevant to the allegations in the Bill of Complaint filed in this case. -

Your Petitioner therefore prays your Honor to pass an order, according to the Statutes for such cases

made and provided.

And as in duty bound will ever pray.

) G Qe Recs

Solici'towfor Plaintiff

Upon the foregoing Petition and Application it is this__A._____sé_—f'__.___.__._da.y of . } sace |
A.D.192&_, Ordered that the Petitioner have leave to take testimony as prayed and that the testimony to be
offered be taken as required by the 30th Rule of this Court. And it is further Ordered that a copy of this Peti-

tion and Order be served on the.. <

or h'ed Solicitor, on or before the

P Lot
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Mae Townsend Matthews

va.

Ralph D. Matthews/
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amended Bill of complaint.

Mr. Clerk;
Please file.
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Mee Townsend Matthews In the

Circult Court No. 2

VS.
: of

Ralph Dy Matthews Baltimore City.

L]

. To the Honorable, the Judge of saild Court:

Your Oratrix, complaining, says:

~First=-

That heretofore, to wit, on or about the 12th day of April,
1928, she filed her Bill of Complaint in this Honorable Court
against her husband, Kalph D. Matthews of Baltimore City, praying
amongst other things, for a decree of divorce a mensa et thoro
from the said Ralph D. Matthews, as in said bill is particularly
set forth, to which the defendant answered and other proceedings
were had, as by the same proceedings, now in this Court, will
appear.,

~-5econd=-

That your Oratrix has lately discovered, and now charges, by
way of amendment to her aforesaid Bill of Complaing, that the
said Ralph D. Matthews, prior and subsequent to the date of filing
her said Bill of Complaint, has cormitted the crime of adultery

with one Letha L. Bush, and other lewd and abandoned women, whose

names are un-known to your oratrix,

A A

To the end, therefore:

(1) That the said Ralph D. Matthews may answer this amendment,
(2) That sald Ralph D. Matthews may answer, as well the matters
charged in the original Bill of Complaint, as in this

amended bill.

(3) That your Oratrix may have such other and further relief



as her case may require,

May it please your Honor to grant unto your oratrix, the
writ of subpoena, directed to the said Ralph D. Matthews, re-
siding in Baltimore (City, commanding him to be and appear in
this Court at some certain day, to be named therein, and answer

the premises and abide by and perform such decree as may be

passed therein,

And as in duty bound, etc.

Complainant,

iam R wwmf%m:
CZ;qryanA_dz—ﬁdéL_ ,
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland
To

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited

by law, beginning on the second Monday of . .. NAAGHA o , next, cause an

appearance to be entered for you, and your Answer to be filed to the Complaint of

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY.
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City
the?" ________________ day of ....... dﬂ/z/ ey 192 g

/
Issued the.....-_,.n.é.-.‘.'.‘..--...........day ofW s m the year 192 g’
] ﬁ Dovee?
2.\ CLAHE ..o

/ Clerk.
/
MEMORANDUM: 4

You are required to file your Answer or other defence in the Clerk’s Office, Room No. 235, in the Court
House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.)
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MAE TOVW"SEID MATTHEWS : IN THE CIRCUIT CONRT NO.2
Vs, : OF
RALPH MATTHEWS : BALTIMORE CITY

The respondent answering the original b»ill filed in
the above complaint respectfully says:
I. That he neither admits nor denys the allegation cone
tained in the first parapraph of the Bill of Complaint.
2 That he aduiits the allegations contained in the second
paragravh of the Bill of Complaint.
Se That he admits that at the time of filing,he was
garning thirty dollarsper week. He further avers that an agree-
ment hos been arrived atlin reference to slimony pendente lite
end counsel fee between counsel for both parties,
4, He admits the alle-ations coxtained in the fourth
paragraph of the Bill of Complaint.

He adinits the allegzations contained in the fifth

o

=

aracraph of the Bill of Complaint,

L]

(&)

. Averment in persrraplk *hree of thi= answer covers

answer to perasrap six in original bill of complainte.

7. That your resHhonient further answering the Amended

Bill of Complaint as filed by complainant,respectiully says:
That he aduits the averment in paragraph one of the

Amended ®Bill,

That he neither adinits no~ d=nies the 2llesstion as
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Circuit Court No. 2

JEPL
1925 DOCKET............ NOJ;G

Petition for leave to take Testimony

and Order of Court thereon
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IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2

—OQF—

&
S e

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the .
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

Trerracid Oaceboecos, pRair

THE PETITION OF.._ \//lc -

in this case, respectfully shows that oFRa-~ desire & to take testimony in this

case, and respectfully pray € that leave be granted ﬂ;\ to do so before one of the
Standing Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED, t}us.a"/%-day of\// 192gl that leave be

eranted to the parties to the cause, to take testimoriy,"as prayed, before any one of the Standing Examiner«.; of

this Court.
N W—&a\



Dexer . B.177/1928 il ol 2
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT.. 102

e d
B Neag Townsend Mattisws '\ .. ...

0 Raloh Dediatthews . ol

DEPOSITIONS

ik gﬁ/fgb

PLAINTIFF'S COSTS

foamminer S oo e 08 s o
COpies) o e
Notee .. o

S e S A 0
Stenographer ...

DEFENDANT'S COSTS
IO ..o e SRS W T
Copies ___________________________

Nofices L oL e
R
S EENOETADNEE ... d i L IR

GEORGE ARNOLD FRI%{ Examiner L |

! R Y o ok D L day of.. de—et’/ 19.2.? |




e A e In the Girenit Couet 0. 2
= - OF BALTIMORE CITY

The sbove =ntitled cause being &t 1issue

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the . Plaintif®
of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

_____________________ TAL day of . llOvember 1928 met on
the e I e e B85 0T November . in the year nineteen
hundred and twenty-.... 21700 , at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the
State of Maryland, and assigned the....._... Loth .. day of.. ovember
in the same year at.__.__._. two ... o'clock in the...... 2tter noon and the
office of .._.the. dxaminer , . .. in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting
having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor............_. of the
......... Plein®liff ... _totake the following depositions, that

Is to say:



lTestimony taken at tne office of George arnold
Frick, 20 sast Lexington Street, on keveulbker 19, LYR8,

at two o'clock in the alternoon.
Present: W. Ashbie Hawkins, Counsel for the Plaiuntiif.

thereupon:

MAE ©TOWISEND MAVYHEWS, the Plaintiif,
produced a5 a Witness on her own behalfl, teing first
duly swornu, aeposeth and saitn as follows - thal 18 10

say =
BY UIHb EXAMLUER?

1l Q- 3State your name, resiacnce and occupation
A= line Lownesend mattnews, YUo Mazuison Avenue,
otenographer.
2 Q- Are you the Plalutiff in thnis proceeding?
A- Yes.
3 Q- How long have you known the Defendant, your
nusband?

A- Five years.
BY MR. HAWKLYIS:

4 Q- When, where and by whom were you married?
A- August 7, 1926, by the reverend liattaews, 900
ltadison Avenue, paltimore, umarylands

-l -



lize lownsend wkatthews
O Q= TWhat sort of a minister 1is ne %
A= #eThoalist Lpilscopal.
6 Q= Whatl relation 1is he U0 Halph D. uatihews?

A- His if=ather.

foL)

Y Q- In the home in wihilch you live at the time OI
your rmerrlage--you are now living at wnose home¥y
A- Halph's father.
8 Q- Are you and xalph living togetaner now?
A- No, sir.
9 Q- {ell tne Court why you are not living togetaer?
A- Because he lef't me on the 30th of January, 1927,
10 Q= LVid you give him any cause for leaving you?
A- Lo, 1 did not.
ll @- Do you know what excuse he had 10 give Ior leaviug
you?
A= I do not know that ne gave any excuse other that

he was interested 1in this woman named Letha L. bushi

ana think thnat she encouraged him.

12 Q Where was he working at the Time 7

]

A= in the office of the Afro-American.
13 g= in what capacity?

A= City Editor.
14 Q~ 'Where was liss bush working?

A= Afro~Americane.
15 Q= In the same office with him?

A= Yesg, slir.



lige rownsend uatithews
lo @= Look at this paper .1 am handing you. whatl 1s 10?

A- It 1s a letter to my nusband from thls woman bush.
17 Q= Will you tell the Court where you gotl this letter?

A= From his pocket. e rested his coat on the chalr
and this letter was sticking ot ol the pocket, L saw 10
and took it wt, tut L did not expect to find anything
like ﬁhat.

18 Q- Do you know when you found this letter?

A= About the first week in December, luB&,/g;;t
letter was in December, 1927, tecause this 18 1928 now.
LNOTE4+ The above mentioned letter 1s now filed witn the
Bxaminer larked Plaintiff's Exnibit Examiner lo. l.

19 Q= During your married life wuat was your nusband's
conduct towards you?

A~ Up to the time he became 1nterested 1n thls oiler
woman he was a model husband. After he tecame lnterested
in her he just seemed changed altogether..

20 Q= Did he provide Ior you?

A- Yes, always provided for me.
2l @~ And treatled you otherwise %

A- Yes, lkdxcept preceeding Lhe two months that he lert,
he began to te a changed man and did not mind showing it;
He never did me any harm or nurt me but just by the
Xittle things that he would say and ao. He stayed out

until one and wwo o'clock in the morning. ie never did



line iownsend Mmatthews
22 Q= VYhere did he go to live after he lef't you?

A= OUver to Washingtion.

23 Q= Tell us what your treatment of nim was during
your married life?

A= 1 taink 1 always treated aim the way he should have
teen treated Lecause he never gave me any cause o treat
him otherwise heretofore and the only cross words we have
ever had was aboutl this one woman snd we never hnad any-

thing to fuss about and of course when this came up it was

sometning that L had to talk Lo him aboutT.
24 Q= VWere you Ifaithful to your marriasge vowelsY
A- Yes.
25 Q- VWere you dutirul in every respect?
A- les.
26 Q- How many children have you?
A=  Une.
27 Q- How old 1s he?
A- DSeventeen months.
28 Q= If the Court should award you the custody of this
child are you able to take care of him¥
A- WhOT by myself.
29 Q- What do you mezsn, not by yoursell?
A= 1 mean this, That .+ do not meke enougnt money to take
care of myself and the baby too, but with some assistance

from hnim, L do not see why L should not be able to make it.

30 Q= Have you a home where you can take your child?

=



lise Townsend uatthews

A~ Yes, where 1 am living nowe.
531 @= What was your husband making in saltimore?

A- Thirty Dollars a week.
52 Q= Do you know what he is making now?

A- No, 1L do not.
33 Q= He could have stayed at the aAfrgAmerican 1f ne
wanted to?

A- 1ies.
34 Q= Did he get anything less in Washington?

A= I do not think s0. L1 do not think he would hzve
gone to Washington 1if he were L0 receive less moneye.
35 Q- How long have you bteen living in Baltimore, ctoth
of you?

A= 1 have lived 1in Maryland for ten years ana then
lir. Matthews was born herge, L am sure he was.
36 Q= Do you desire the custody o1 this child?

A- 1 certainly do.
57 @= When you got after him for this relationship
with this certain woman, what did he say?

A- AT Tirst ne denied 1.
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QUESTICON BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing
thet may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this
suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-
ject of this your examination or the matters in question
between the parties? If =0, state ths same fully and at
large in your snswer.

i‘nswer: bButl this relationship was sometning that he
would not try to cover up one time Oor thne Otner. both
of them were very brazen though they never admitted 1T
they never denied 1T and he just kept 1t up as he did
heretofore and he never stopped but Kept 1t up until he

left for Washingtone.

| SO
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QUUSTIOK BY YHY EXAMINER:
l Do you know or cezn you state any othér mst Ser orthing

thaet may be of benefit or advsntage 5o the parties to this
“ suit or either of them or that ms¢y be material to the sub-
" ject of this your exsmination or the matters in .uestion

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and et
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WILLLIAM N. JOLES, produced as a witness on
behalf of the Plaintiff, being first duly sworn, deposeth

and saith as follows - that is 10 say =
BY THE sXAMINERS

1l Q- BState your name, residence and occupation?
A- William ll. Jones, 421 north Calhoun Street,
danaging Hditor of the Afro-American.
2 Q= Do you know thne parties to Thls suit?
A- I do.
S Q= How long have you-known them?

A- I have Kknown them three years.
BY MR, HAWK.iNGS:

4 Q- Vere you present at the merriage ceremony?
A- 1l was.
O Q- Were did they live during their marriage?
A- ligdison Avenue, tanis City, bal timore.
6 Q- Are they living together now?
A- 4ihey are not.
7 Q= Do you know what was the cause of the separation
cetween them %
A- 1 do.
8 @ Will you state it briefly?
A- For about a year after the marrisge uatthews was
working at the orffice of the afro-American as City Bditor.

—8-



William . JOnes
At the time ne'iés employed by the managing editor of tae
Arro-American/’b:gan The connection, that 18 keeplng
company with a young woman 1n the same orf'ice of the Afro-
American.
9 Q- Do you know the name of The youlg womant

A- Letha L. Bush. At the time sne was/itenoerapner
in my department.

10 Q= Will you tell about what time This was?

A- 1t began as . rememcer =boutl eight montns alter
the marriage. L do not recall the exact date 0l the marriage.
1l Q= <Y‘hey were married on or about August, Ll920%

A- 1 recall 1t was in the month of August, 1lY9<b, vwihen
the wedding took place.

12 Q= Vhen was 1T tnat he began 10 pay his attentions
to this young woman?

A- 1 noticed it atout vanuary, 1927.

15 Q= What did you notice about ur. matihews?

A=- Well, 1 first notice tlat they went home together,
1 happened to go to a restaurant in the ai ternoon and saw
them togethner on. Two or three afternaons, and having some
interest in lir. Mdatthews, spoke to him about 1t and 4L
found ocut afterwards aftier that that the same thlngs
happened until on one occasion it tecame ry duty &s
lanaging KEditor ipn the orfice to make certaln rules and

regulations with reference 10 things that they did in the

-y -



William . JOnes
office zand that grew out of relations a8 L saw tuem 1I
tne office, and my oflicial auty was merely to protect
the office at that time and then 1 told them that tThey
could not spend their time togetner 1in tne ofrlice and 1
told him about 1T and told him that as City saitor he
should try to take interest in the dolngs ot the office
but after all of that he failed to do these thilngs That
1 told him abuut and on several occasions L saw nim
witnh this woman on the streetl and saw ULhem togetner 1in
the restuarant and saw them together one night, late.
14 Q- How long did they keep up thls relationsnip to
your knowledge?

A- 1o my personal knowledge L saw them together
until right tefore he left for Washington about Iwo
months ago.

15 @@= Up until two months ago?

A- les, s1lr.

16 Q- What 18 he doing now?

A- He 18 still i1n the newspaper business working
on the Washington Lribune.

17 @ Do you know what salary he markes?

A= L understand that he makes ihiruvy-#ive Dollars a
week.

18 @= VWhat was he makin . when he worked Ior tne AIrro=-
American?

A- lhirty-two-fif'ty, thatl was fls basiC salary.
10~



19 @-

had?
A=

20 @~
A=

21 Q-

Wwilliliam M. Jonese.

Do you know how many children, 1f any, that tney

One child, ialph Jr.
Did you ever have occasion iLu V131l tThelr home?
Very of ten.

Did you notvice how he treated nis wile ovherwise

his relations with this woman?

A=
22 Q-

Do

w

O
I

26 Q-

27 Q-

28 Q-

His treatment was ol a model husbande
Did you observe now she iregted nim?

From whet L know 1t was s moael as L1 have e ver

a wiie's raltions..ip to ce.

Dutiful wife®
Yes, sir.
Was she a faithful wife?

Yes,sir.

Were tnere any childaren?

Une childe

How o0ld is the child, do you know?®
liore tnan a year olde.

Boy or girl?

B oy.

How long have they lived in Laryland to your

knowledge?

A=

1o my personal knowledge L could not say more tnan

51X years they viere hexe,both oi them, when L came here

L employeu latthews when he was just out of school znti oue

1l-



William N. Jones

of the first ones.

29 Q-

Mr. Jones, wi.l you look at tinis paper i1 hand you

and tell us whose handwriting that is ¢

A=
30 Q-

A=
31 Q-

A=

Letha Bush's.

ihe woman you mentioned sometime ago?
Yes.

1To whom is it addressed?

1o Dear salph, 1 kuow her writing Iirom the fact

that she was my s tenographer at the time that she was

employed =t the office.



QUESTION BY THZ EXAMINER:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing
that may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this
suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-
ject of thie your examihation or the matters in question
between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at
-1arge in your an .

ANSWET:

;}jangalltii /?;';;  ZAA

/

U

1lo=-



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the
request of the Solicitor.....of the. ... Pl e AN Y e
closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal on this

twenty-..eight ... ..
There ae..is.one........... ... Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
38551 Exbibit.. REaminer. N da . vvmmmmasaasa

Examiner.

I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, the Examiner before whom the forego-
ing depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a

day and taking the said depositions upon.._.. 570 days,on....Both .

of which T was employed by the plaintiff .../ /. and on__._/7 1001 .

by the defendant.............

Examiner.
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Circuit Court No. 2
/77
192 Docxm.ﬁ/? No.

Relph D. Matthews.

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

Mr. Clerk,
Please file:




ek Tdwnsend Matthews IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2

V8.

___Ralph D. Muatthews

BALTIMORE CITY

. September  71pRpM, 192.8.
To the Honorable
Jnsepir G, Ulman

Judge of the said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted

for decree and the 41st General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor  for Plaintiff,

ol A

Solicitor  for Defendant.




Circuit Court No. 2

lgg ’ N /ﬁ Docket No.%

e

Order of Reference
and Report

A O ¢
No. . 7 J

(16 213

7 J
Order Filed.....,.';;.Z:-....day of-c}é_éééz.__l% 5/
Report Filed .o /.. day of\)(la? _____ 197




IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

This cas:jng submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, thls/i"
/| 4

day of .. A
........................ M Moj . Doy, Bi8q., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon. /
AN

Report of Auditor and Master:

B Bill for divorce a . mensa. et thoro filed by the wife against her .
_husband on _the ground. ot abandonment. Code art. 16; Sec, &7-42. .
_Detfendant summoned and answered. .

by leave of Court
. Amended bill for divorce a vinculo matrimonii filed/by the wife

_against ___her_-,hus_tzan_d--_cm_-.tbae___grg_un.ci__p.ii___agum_er}’.a. .Code_art. 16; Sec. &7-4Z2.

I ne MATLI G Dl OV O e
______________ AQULE Y ROV e e e

. Case made for awarding the guardianship and _custody of the minor

ehild of the parties to the plaintiff and charging the defendant with
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In the
Circuit Couet No. 2
, of
Baltimore city.

liae Townsend Matthews

V8.

Kalph D, Matthews.

Petition to take Additionali
Testimony.

“Wr. clerx;

Please file.

Solicitor for Petitloner.

%

ﬂo £ 41585 f

L1712

HAWKINS & McMECHEN
ATTORMNEYS AND COUMNSELLORS AT LAW
14 E. PLEASANT STREET
BALTIMORE., MD.

o Gy 1727
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Mae Townsend Matthews In the

Circuit Court No. 2

of

VS

Baltimore City.

Relph D. Matthews

To the Honorable, the Judge of saild Court:
Your Oratrix complaining, says:=-
-First=-
That heretofore to wit, on or abouv the 12th day of April
1928, she filed her Bill of Complaint in this Honorable Court against
her husband, Ralph D. Matthews, praying for a divorce A Mensa Et
Thora, and that later she was granted an order permitting her to file
an Amended Bill, praying for a divorce A Vinculo Matrimonii.
-Second=-
That in due time, the testimony was taken in saicd case and sent
to Honorable William P, Lyons, Master in Chancery.
~-Third-
That the sald Master in Chancery reports that the testimony

is not sufficient to sustain the allegations in the Bill of Complaint,

WHEREFORL, yvour petitioner prays that the testimony in said
case may be remanded to the Examinef, to the end, that additional
testimony be taken to sustain the allegations in her aforesald Amended
Bill of Complaint.

And as in duty bound, etc.

Petitioner. Soli§§$§§5§gr Petitiaﬁbg.



State of Maryland, Bmltimore City, to wit:

I hereby certify, that on this Q}&A&ﬂdﬁy of Jannary, 1929,
before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public of the State of Muryland,
in and for Baltimore Clty aforesaid, personally appeared Mae
Townsend Matthews, Petitioner, and made oath in due form of law
that the aforegoing matters uand facts are true to the best of her

knowlédge and belief,

Notary Pubé%g,/ o -

Oordered by The Cilrcult Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, this jﬂw/
—— day of January 1929, upon the foregoing Petition and Affidavit,

that the testimony in this cause bhe and the same 1s hereby remanded

to the Examiner as therein praved. g?



Ct. Ct. No. 2
17

192 & /5 DOCKET No. :)7 7

Mae Townsend Matthews

~= Ralph D. Matthews.

ORDER FOR APPEARANGE




--------------------------------------- In the Circuit Court No. 2

Vs,

Mae Townsend Matthews |

Ralph D. Matthews. of Baltimore City

L== dJanuarys-====__ TERM, 1929

MR. CLERK:

PLEASE ENTER MY APPEARANCE FOR DEFEN DANT.

-

Defendant.




Dok . Bb 17103929 . oiai i
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT... lig..2

Lo May Townsend Matihews. ...

vs.

_Ralph D. Ketthews

DEPOSITIONS

Na.._z.ﬂl___{_ 4 4L
PLAINTIFF'S COSTS
St e e L
Cablams Lo n s
IO .. Sl B
ST o ST
Stenographer ...

DEFENDANT’S COSTS
) AT TS GRSy 5 S TR
OraET. L e e
MO e L
Shenfl i
BEEnoPrapher il T i

GEORGE ARNOLD FRI:/;IT(" ?xaminer

Filed.......Ja8 = .. day of hIedRe




...May_ Townsend Matthews . . In the Girenit Court o, 2
i OF BALTIMORE CITY

The cbove entitled cuuse being at issue, and testimony having

heretofore been taken snd duly returned into Court,

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the. . Plaintiff
' additional

of a desire to take‘testimony in the same, I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

.................... third .. _day of . dsnuaxry 19..?.?., met on
e wadd Bl e day of.. February in the year nineteen
hundred and twenty-__nine ... , at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the
State of Maryland, and assigned the..........._. 12th day of.... Februsry
in the same year at.......10.30 . o’clock in the........£0T® = noon and the
office of .. _the Bxaminer, .. ... in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting
having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor.S......_of the
______ respective parties . ... totake the following depositions, that

1s to say:



TESLIMONY taken at the of fice of George Arnold
Frick, the Examiner, on ruesday, february l2th, 1929, at

ten~-thirty in the morninge.

Pregsent : W. Ashbile Hewkins, Counsel for the Plaintiff.

Thereupon:
GARLAND MACKEY, produced as a witness on bpehalf
of the Plaintiff, being first duly sworn, deposeth and

saith as follows - that i1s to say =-
BY THE EXAMANER:

1l Q- State your name, residence and occupation?

A- Garland wmackey, 1205 Clendenin Avenue, lNewspaper

2 Q- Do you kmow the parties to this sultl?
A= Yese.
3 Q= How long have you know them?

A- I know toth of them about six years.

BY MR. HAWKINS:

4 Q- D¢ you know anything about them during their
married life together?
A- Yes, I know thst they lived with nis peaple on

liadison Avenue and for anywting else, that is all.
., T



Garland liackey
5 Q- You never visited taem?

A- Yes, I only called to see matthews occasionally.

6 Q- At the time that they were living together, where
was Mr. Matthews working?

A- latuhers worked with the afro-American.

7 Q- Where were you working?
A- Part of the time 1 was with the alro-American
then L was with the Herald Commerce.
8 Q- Both newspapers?
A- Yes.
9 Q- Did you know Matthews well?

A- Yes, I know him very well.

10 @= Do you know anything about his relations, at tmat
tire, with a young woman he was working with at the Afro-
American?

A- Well, there was a Yyoung woman working there at
that time, and as far as their relations was coucerned, i
could not say.

11 Q- Did you ever talk to mMatinews, himself, atouv 1t?

A- BSome years later , abtout a year later, he spoke to
me about 1te.

12 Q- Well, give briefly the conversation you had with
him?

A- Well, he told me in a confidential manner that he
thought this girl was pregnant an@ﬁe asked me what was the

best thing to do and i1 told him the best thing to do was

afe



Garland lMackey
to see a doctor.
13 Q= Did he 1ndicate to you tat he was respousible for
that condition?

A= Well, only from him conversatvion--of course he 18
a man and 1f he weren't responsicle, of course, . doubt
if he would have brought 1t up to.me.

14 Q= At the time that he had this conversation with you,
was he married to his present wife?

A- Yes, he was married.

155 Q= Have you talked with him on this subject anytime
since?

A- No, soon after that matthews went to washington
and L have not been able to see him except just in his
office 1n washingtone.

16 Q= What is this girlghame, 1f you know?

A- 1 don't remember his first name. uer last name was
Bush.

17 Q= And she was the one that was working at the afro-
American?

A- Tes.

18 Q- He admitted t0o you 1n 80 many words that he was
responsible for the pregnant condit ion?

A- les.

19 Q= “nd that wes the same time thnat hne was married tTo
his present wile?

A= Yes.



Garland Mackey
20 Q= 4Vi1d he ever admit 10 you in any way other, that
he was intimate with this woman?
A- I could not say he did, because 1 met him on
several occasions and we were in no position to talk of

such a thing, that 1s, in hisptfice and public places.

-4-



@PESTION BY 1HE EXAMITER:

Do you know or can you state any oOther matter or taing
that may te of benefit or edvantage 10 the parties 1O Tuls
suit or either 4 them or that may be material to the sut=-
ject of this your examinaiion or the matiers 1u question
tetween the parties? If soc, state the same fully and at

large 1n your gnswer.

Answer: ﬁM%



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the
request of the Solicitors. .of the. .. respective parties .
closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal on this

___________ Pebruary

twenty-_._nine

There are.......... no

Plaintiff’s ... Exhibit o
Defendant’s . ... ... Exhibit o

Examiner.

I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, the Examiner before whom the forego-

ing depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a

) additionsal
day and taking the said,depositions upon . %Wo _  days on..both .
of which I was employed by the plaintiff. ...
by the defendant...........

Examiner, /



Circuit Court No. 2

1
192 DOCKET............ No.j;).ﬁ,, ______

Mae Townsend Matthews

...................................

=
o

./ SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

~¢

Mr. Clerk,
Please file:




______________ Mae‘Towsend Matthews IN THE
IO — Circuit Court No. 2
5 >
—oF—
Ralph Matthews.

s BALTIMORE CITY

:
¥

— January=-

To the Honorable

Judge of the said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted

for decree and the 41st General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

S~ icitor for Plaintiff,




- ]

The within is a proper decree

to be passed in this case.

Girewit Comt Noo 2 2w, P ==

Auditog/ﬁﬁa“ﬁaste %

B__:J,.z:f _________
1928 No. Docket

V8.

DECREE OF DIVORCE

No. 2958
0.4 120y
<.zﬂ$

S —

|

|-



NoA.fi/lJ

DECREE OF DIVQRCE.

IN THE
Man TOWNSEND. MalTHEWS. .

Tirruit Cort Np. 2

Vs,

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Thxs cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submltted he proceedings were by the Court réad and

cons;dered

Itgis thereupon, thisA:‘.... azfm ., Anno

DO]JJlIll, one thousand nine: hundred and... Circuit CourT No. 2.

OF BAL!I‘IMORE City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed th
Kazz TOWNSEND MATTHENS ;oo ool it ml oz o thomislie oo i o
the abq:ve named complamant be, and she is hereby DIVORCED A VIINCULO MATRLMQNII, from the
defenddnt, RALPH D. MATTEEWS. | ' '

ANU it is further. oxqerea that .the. guardldnship and_custogdy of .

hnLPH‘b-_aurihgwc, SRe, minor. chiiq of the parties, bd and they. .are hereby
awarded to theé Colediﬁant MApr TOWNSLND MATTHWWS, and the Defendant,

auppartmgfmﬁaiﬂmghiidmanﬂmshalL“payqxhﬁxeLunmangm&smallmonythULhauﬂnm:mm
plainant, the sum of ten dollars per week, all subject to the further or-

(0 (D U0 T S o4 A 00N 04 0 1 . v

pay the cost of this proceeding.

I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Circuit
Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby
certify that the above is a true copy of the
decree taken from the record of proceedings
in said cause.

IN TestTiMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my
hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

this. .........dayof ... 192

" Clerk Cireuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.



SERVE ON - Ct. Ct. No. 2 B 19

-------------------------------------------------------

Vs,

y e BALPR D MALEHOWR . oo

é 24 /) d’{ A~ 7—- i

‘ ORDER OF COURT NISI |

r For Contempt
. ORDER L
by f |
i

No...ss |8 OGN B




______ Ma.a__'npﬂnﬂﬁncl_Ma.t.tu.tn'{;s.___________________ IN THE
Circuit Court No. 2
OF

.....helph D, Matthews

BALTIMORE CITY

) /V/é

Ordered by the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City this........___.L day of

_dJune 1929, that the.sald Re¥ph P, Matthews

at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show cause, if any he may have, why he should not be
punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obeying the Order of this Court passed
onthe . . 27th __  dayof. _ February , 1929, directing the payment
of Alimony, fpérderdertitef by him to the plaintiff,lae Towsend Matthewsprovided, a
copy of this Order be served on the said __Ralph D. Matthews on or before the

............... QZQ..-.-..........day of . dJune

N A pell THeegl 18

True Copy: Test

~ Clerk.
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MAY TOWSEND MATTHEWS "IN THE CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2
1
VS, OF
1
RATPH D. MATTHEVWS BALTIMORE  CITY.

2 ORDERED BY THE C1rCULT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTLMORE
CITY, this;ljdfday of June, I929, that the.decree of divorce,
granted the said MAY TOWSEND MATTHEWS, on or about the 28th day
of Februery, 1929, be modified to read as follows:

THAT THE SAID RALPH D. MATTHEWS, shall pay to the
said MAY TOWSEND VMATTHEWS, the sum of Sevene ({7:00) Dollars, per
week, in lieu of the Ten ($I0:C0) Dollars, formerly mentioned in
the decree, and that the said amount of Seven ( §7:00) Dollars,
shall be pald each week by the sald defendant, Ralph D. Matthews,
for the support of their minor child, RALPH D, MATTHEWS, JR., and
an additional amount of One ($I:C0) dollar on the arrearages now

amounting to One Hundred ($I07:00) and seven dollars.

N A



