
In the 
Circuit Court No. 2 

of 
Baltimore City. 

Ike Townsond Matthews 

vs. 

Ralph D. Matthews. 
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Maif Townsend Mat thews 

V 3 . 

Ralph D. Matthews 

In the 

Circuit Court No. 2 

of 

Baltimore City, 

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court: 

Your oratrix comolaining says:-

-First-

That on the 7th day of August 1926, she was married to her 

husband, Ralph D. Matthews, in Baltimore City, by Rev. Charles H. 

Matthew*, a regularly ordained minister, and that they resided to­

gether as husband and wife, in said city, until the 30th day of 

January 1928, when he deserted your oratrix, and their infant child. 

—Second-

That ever since their marriage as aforesaid, your oratrix 

has behaved herself as a faithful, chaste and affectionate wife 

towards her husband, the said Ralph D. Matthewa. 

-Third-

That he^ husband is in the possession of steady employment, 

as a special writer on the staff of the Afro-American, a widely*"""—~~ 

read and profitable newspaper, where he receives a salary of not 

less than Thirty Dollars ($30) per week, and because of his special 

attainments a3 a writer, he can. and does receive additional income 

f^om other sources. 

-Fourth-

That one child, Ralph D. Jr., has been born from said union. 

-Fifth-

fhat the parties hereto are both residents of Baltimore City, 

where they have lived for many more than the two years last past. 

Av 
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-Sixth-

That your oratrix is wholly destitute of means of stipporting 

herself during the pendency of this suit, or of defraying the costs 

and expenses attending the prosecution of the same. 

To the end, therefore: 

(1) That your oratrix may be divorced a tnensa et thoro from the 
said Ralph D. Matthews, her husband, 

(2) That your oratrix may have the guradianship and custody of the 
infant child of said marriage, via.: the said Ralph D. Jr. 

(3) That your oratrix may oe declared to be entitled to receive, 
by way of alimony, such an allowance out of her said husband's 
earnings as may be proportioned to the means and station in 
life of nor said husband. 

(4) That, in the meantime, the said Ralph D. Matthews, may be re­
quired to pay unto your oratrix a reasonable sum for her 
support and maintenance during the pendency of this suit,and 
such sum or sums of money as may enable your oratrix to employ 
counsel to prosecute this suit and to defray the necessary 
costs and expenses thereof0 

(5) That your oratrix may have such other and further relief as her 
case may require. 

May it please your Honor to grant unto your oratrix the writ of 

subpoena, directed to the said Ralph D. Matthews, residing in Baltimore 

City, commanding hira to be and appear in this Court at some certain 

day, to be named therein, and answer the premises and abide by and per­

form such decree as may be passed therein. 

And as in duty bound, etc. 

Complainant. Solicitors for Complainant. 



-o-

State of Maryland, Baltimore City, to wit; 

I hereby certify, -chat on this day of April, nineteen 

hundred and twenty-eight, before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public 

of the State of Maryland, in and for Baltimore City aforesaid, person­

ally appeared Mae Townsend Matthews, Complainant, and made oath in 

due form of law that the foregoing matters and facts r.et out in the 

above Bill, are true to the best of her imowiedge and belief. 
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EQUITY SUBPOENA 

The State of Maryland 

To 

of Baltimore City, Greeting: 

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited 

by law, beginning on the second Monday o f . - Z ^ t^L^Lc^- , next, cause an 

appearance to be entered for you, and your Answer to be filed to the Complaint of 

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY. 

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril: —*— 

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. SORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City 

the Z.2 day ol~d^Z<CfdJ\^ , 192 f 

W. day of /Z^/>lLC^..........., M#e year 192 # „ Issued the. 

Clerk. 

MEMORANDUM: 

You are required to file your Answer or otherdelence in the Clerk's Office, Room No. 235, in the Court 
House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.) 
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Circuit Court No. 2 
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Solicitor. 



EQUITY SUBPOENA 

The State of Maryland 

7ry' tfa*~f* 

^ ^ ^ L ^ ^ ^ 

^ 

of Baltimore City, Greeting: 

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited 

by law, beginning on the second Monday of l/C^Cj f!kf€J&* > next, cause an 

appearance to be entered for you, and your Answer to be filed to the Complaint of 

6SL^ 

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY. 

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril: 

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMESP. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City 

the Z..Z. day oi ....Jk&d^j. , 192 / * 

Issued the <J?.. day olY.(<£/£iL*4fei>£<&3./C\ , in the year 192 <y~^ 

MEMORANDUM: 

You are required to file your Answer or other defence in the Clerk's Office, Room No. 235, in the Court 
House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.) 
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SER /2. Docket.. 

Circuit Court No. 2 

&X&!cC6&2 

4r 
VS 

Ct^CJ^X-

Order Counsel Fee and Alimony 
Pendente Lite 



IN THE 

CIRCUIT COURT No. 2 
OF 

BALTIMORE CITY 

TERM, 192 

pay to the plainti 

the sum of. 

ORDERED BY THE COURT, this 

that the defendant. 

Dollars per week, during the continuance of this suit as Alimony, pendente lite, unless cause to the 

19 
contrary be shown on or before the. 

92.S..-., provided a copy of this Order be served otothe said defendant 

7- /~ ^ 
sC&C£&\ or before the..._ c!..^ 

for the further determination of this court. 

.., VZ2.JL., the question of Counsel fee being reserved 

S i- &Uttl~U<>. i.jp~ik&&&& LA>. 

TRUE COPY—TEST: 

Clerk. 



at. at. mo. 2 371B. Sj£g 

..Mae ....Towns end... Matthews. 

vs. 

Ralph..D. Matthews, 

Final Order, Counsel Fee and Alimony 

Pendente Lite, 

No.£?SIS B. 

Filed £j>^. 



...Mae....To.wn.a.e.nd....Ma:D.tlie.w.3 IN T H E 

vs. CIRCUIT COURT No. 2 
K a l p h D. M a t t h e w s 

O F 

B A L T I M O R E C I T Y . 

The petition for Alimony pendente lite and Counsel fee and the answer thereto in the above 

entitled cause coming on for final hearing and the respective parties having been heard; 

jtllj It is Ordered by the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City this 

of G&LLL 192 6, that thje d.e.f e.nd.an.t., Raloh....!).. Mat thews . . 

pay to the pl.ain..t.l.fi'.>....iLa.e......To.w.n3.en.d....Ma.t.thew.s.. 

.dav 

"the-sTtrrr^of -.- .Dollars, as Counsel Fos—\ 

for the Snlioi-toi- of-fefe • and that he* 

jjrthei- pay the sum of Ten U?10.) Dollars per week, 

during the continuance of this suit, to the said p l a i n t i f f . . , Mae T o w n s e n d - - M a t t h e w s 

as Alimony pendente lite accounting from the.. dav of APP.il . , 192 8 . 

le h e r e b y a s s e n t t o t h e p a s s a g e of t h e a b o v e o feder . 

4/^-^—*—\ 

P 
/T^Lwo \/- ^7Lu-^? 

bolicitors for Defendant. 

Srolicltor Tor PlaintTfTT 

APP.il


IN THE CIRCUIT COURT ¥0.2 

OP 

BALTIMORE CITY. 

MAE TOWNSEND MATTHEWS 

VS. 

RALPH D.MATTHEWS 

RESPONDENT'S A2TZWER 

Mr. CI eric: 

Please f i l e . 

ATTORNEYS EOR"RESPONDENT 

Jin 3 4So & 

DAVIS & EVANS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Mji-JW.fJtf. 
BAUMGAHTEN & CO., INC, 



, » i if *t.* 

MAE- TOVWSEND MATTHEWS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT NO.2 

VS. 

RALPH D.MATTHEWS 

OF 

BALTIMORE CITY 

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: 

The answer of your respondent to the bill of complaint 

in the above cause respectfully shows: 

I« That he neither admits nor denies the allegations con­

tained in the first paragraph of the Complainant•• Bill. 

2. That he admits the second paragraph of the Complainant's 

bill. 

3. The respondent admits that his income is thirty dollars 

weekly and further asserts that since the separation he has been 

contributing ten dollars per week to the support of the petition­

er and her infant child, that the petitioner is employed,earning 

fifteen dollars per week and that as per agreement as filed 

heretofore in this Soutt,the respondent will continue to pay ten 

dollars as alimony pendente lite. 

4. That The admits the fourth paragraph of the Complainant's 

bill. 

That he admits the fifth paragraph of the Complainant's 

bill. 

AND as in duty bound,etc. 

&AJ~~^ 
ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT 

*>L 
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Circuit Court No. 2 

DOCKET N O . ^ ' W . 

^ L ^ W t r c/^-y^rYUuutSl Wk&JitMJO 

VS. 

d^£4^__&^ 

PETITION AND ORDER TO TAKE 
TESTIMONY UNDER 30TH RULE 

Rs 
I ' 

! 

G23 I 3 

J 

No. lUil 
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U(S 

Filed, 

fy^-

j£.y.....^MOfA/. .192 I. 

10 

5^ ^ 

. . . . « . ' • 



2?2<M^._C/«<^^ 

vs. 

UL*<3UL&4L & . C?f)aZGfiM*2S 

IN THE 

Circuit Court No. 2 

-OF— 

BALTIMORE CITY 

To the Honorable, the Judge of the 

Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City: 

The Plaintiff in this case respectfully shows unto your Honor 

Thafhe desires to examine orally, in open Court and in the presence of your Honor, certain witnesses who 

can testify to the facts and matters relevant to the allegations in the Bill of Complaint filed in this case. 

Your Petitioner therefore prays your Honor to pass an order, according to the Statutes for such cases 

made and provided. 

And as in duty bound will ever pray. 

Solicitovfor Plaintiff 

Upon the foregoing Petition and Application it is this_ . . s 5 . ~ day of......J2*» 

A. D. 192^!.., Ordered that the Petitioner have leave to take testimony as prayed and that the testimony to be 

offered be taken as required by the 30th Rule of this Court. And it is further Ordered that a copy of this Peti­

tion and Order be served on the.-.jii^eJfL^^^^aA^A* 

/ / -or h <-* Solicitor, on or before the *./ ...„ day of 

/ 

., 1925!" 

f, J^J-y^A 

/ 



nv o?V d. Y In the 
n Circuit Court No. 2 

of 
Baltimore City. 

Mae Townsend Matthews 

vs 

Ralph D. Matthews/ 

Amended Bill of Complaint, 

Mr. Clerk; 
Please file. 

Soli omplainant. 

3-

H A W K I N S & M c M E C H E N 
A T T O R N E Y S A N D C O U N S E L L O R S A T L A W 

\A E . P L E A S A N T S T R E E T 

B A L T I M O R E , M D . 

3-
T H E D A I L Y R E C O R D CO. . B A L T I M O R E , M D 



Mae Townsend Matthews '• In the 

Circuit Court No. 2 

vs. 
: of 

Ralph D* Matthews Baltimore City, 

, To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court: 

your Oratrix, complaining, says: 

-First-

That heretofore, to wit, on or about the 12th day of April, 

1928, she filed her Bill of Complaint in this Honorable Court 

against her husband, Ralph D. Matthews of Baltimore City, praying 

amongst other things, for a decree of divorce a mensa et thoro 

from the said Ralph D. Matthews, as in said bill is particularly 

set forth, to which the defendant answered and other proceedings 

were had, as by the same proceedings, now in this Court, will 

appear. 

-Second-

That your Oratrix has lately discovered, and now charges, by 

way of amendment to her aforesaid Bill of Complaing, that the 

said Ralph D. Matthews, prior and subsequent to the date of filing 

her said Bill of Complaint, has committed the crime of adultery 

with one Letha L. Bush, and other lewd and abandoned women, whose 

names are un-known to your oratrix, §$§§§§Hi}tt4§§tM4044H§§§4§4ft 

WitimiMiaiiii 

To the end, therefore: 

(1) That the said Ralph D. Matthews may answer thi3 amendment,, 

(2) That said Ralph D. Matthews may answer, as well the matters 
charged in the original Bill of Complaint, as in this 
amended bill. 

(3) That your Oratrix may have such other and further relief 



as her case may require. 

May it please your Honor to grant unto your oratrix, the 

writ of subpoena, directed to the said Ralph D. Matthews, re­

siding in Baltimore City, comtrianding him to be and appear in 

this Court at some certain day, to be named therein, and answer 

the premises and abide by and perform such decree as may be 

passed therein. 

And as in duty bound, etc. 

tMjlstA^JL-

Complainant, 
77, ^/^^C6^t^^fts*^jrs-7tc^e-^ 
3 o 5 e-11» o v f q p c u wpte4jaant, 

W Qjuyu*^*** *J%t 

I 
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Circuit Court No. 2 

" 'm'f jb) DOCKET NO..*?. 

vs. 

I 

M* 

~Gtwi£4<J-l^ 

SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT 
/1 

**.^AMP 

Filed.. .l&L. ..day 

Solicitor. 

1 
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EQUITY SUBPOENA 

The State of Maryland 

of Baltimore City, Greeting: 

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time limited 

by law, beginning on the second Monday of \M^S^f.. ..., next, cause an 

/ 
appearance to be entered for you, and your Answer to be filed to the Complaint of 

..;JjL!^....Uj&it&A£^ 

against you exhibited in the CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY. 

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril: 

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P^OI^TER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City 

Z.T. day of .^JJl^f...... , 192 t 

Issued the .$....7. ..day of s^jidOtiAiA?...... , in the year 192 0 

Clerk. 

MEMORANDUM: 

You are required to file your Answer or other defence in the Clerk's Office, Room No. 235, in the Court 
House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day. (General Equity Rule 11.) 
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DAVIS 8c EVANS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
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BAUMGARTEN & CO., INC. 



MAE TOWHSEHD MATTHEWS, : HT THE CIRCUIT COURT NO.2 

VS. ! OF 

RALPH MATTHEWS : BALTIMORE CITY 

The respondent answering the original bill filed in 

the above complaint respectfully says: 

1. That he neither admits nor denys the allegation con­

tained in the first paragraph of the Bill of Complaint. 

2, That he admits the allegations contained in the second 

P r jrapb of the .Bill of Complaint. 

3. That he admits that at the time of filing,he was 

earning thirty dol] i r week. He further avers that an agree­

ment hae been arrived at in reference to alimony pendente lite 

and counsel fee between counsel for both parties* 

4 , He admil I] n - ti ined in the fourth 

paragraph of the '3J11 of Complaint. 

5 . He admits the allegations contained in the fifth 

i of the Bill of Complaint, 

6. Arerment in paragraph tl of this answer covers 

answer to pi x in original bill of complaint. 

7. That . oondent further answering the Amended 

Bill of Complaint as filed by complainant,respectfully says: 

That he Lts the averment in paragraph one of the 

Amended Bill* 

Thi t ! i neither admits nor denies the all •• tion as 



j a » » 

contained in paragraph trrc of the amended M l ] and i n s i s t s on 

the s t r i c t e s t proof t h e r e o n . 

r TO RIMY 20R RESPOUDENT 



Circuit Court No. 2 

/ ? 7 
192^ DOCKET N a £ 2 J @ . 

C/7^A. ^^jrr\tUuA^y^A4jJji£ut>^ 

vs. 

<^&^^4^r.. ^i.52LsC^&sm». 

Petition for leave to take Testimony 
and Order of Court thereon 

c} 

No £ ISM'S 
Li Z7 

FiM.JM^...JimaiJku.-.-.mL 



Mib^iHMIHMf 

./}?.<?^.-.^r^^ IN THE 

Circuit Court No. 2 
08. 

jffi*4zfi^.....^ 
-OF— 

B A L T I M O R E C I T Y 

To the Honorable the Judge of the 

Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City: 

THE PETITION OF. C?2i^..,j£^^^ 

in this case, respectfully shows that 

case, and respectfully pray^t 

Standing Examiners of this Court. 

desire S 

that leave be granted ~£s_jy 

to take testimony in this 

to do so before one of the 

"'for /^cxM^ct^^ 

V * V \ 

ORDERED, this... ......Z.^~..T..., .day ot....^J..(tl/MnJ^!/... ...192...? , that leave be 

granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as prayed, before any one of the Standing Examiners of 

this Court. 

Mj^CA/U^e^^ 

W 
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DOCKET £ - . 1 2 . 7 / 1 2 2 8 . 

IN T H E CIRCUIT COURT...?.?..?..?. 

.Maj?....A0.WBjSiaGS...lie.t.t.liS.W.8.. 

vs. 

,Ilalm..I>.*lJa.tiJie.wja.. 

D E P O S I T I O N S 

No...el£ 4 # 

A^-
PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

Examiner $ 

Copies 

Notices 

Sheriff 

Stenographer 

$ 

DEFENDANT'S COSTS 

Examiner $ 

Copies 

Notices 

Sheriff 

Stenographer 

$ 

GEORGE ARNOLD FRIQ£, Examiner 

# - i Filed. day of...o64&fi/ 19.2 

m mt 



t 
\ 

vs. 

S a l p h D. Llat thews 

Jn % Qltrrmt Qlourt ^ - A 
OF BALTIMORE CITY 

The above e n t i t l e d e&use b e i n g a t i s s u e 

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the P.l^i.&.rA.i-?. 

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, one 

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by 

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the 

14.th day of... M7*BPM* 19..?®., met on 

the I Z t h day of Spveraber i n t h e year nineteen 

hundred and twenty- .§.i.8&.y. , at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the 

State of Maryland, and assigned the ...L?.*k day of November 

in the same year at fe?.Q o'clock in the .̂ ......?.:E .noon and the 

office of ....tixe—iKaminer.^ in the City and State 

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause; 

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting 

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the 

.?.i§A-.?.r.+.S.* to take the following depositions, that 

is to say: 

• 



t e s t i m o n y t a k e n a t one o f f i c e of u-eorge Arnold 

tf'rick, 20 ulast L e x i n g t o n S t r e e t , on i c v e u t e r 19 , xy2a , 

a t two o ' c i o c i c in t h e a f t e r n o o n . 

P r e s e n t : W. Ashbie Hawkins , Counse l f o r t h e P l a i n t i f f . 

^ h e r e u p o n : 

MAE i'OWNSBND MA'ffHfws. the P la in t i f f , 

proauced as a w l t s e s i on n e r own b e n a l f , b e i n g f i r s t 

d u l y sworn, a e p o s e t n and s a i t r i a s f o l l o w s - t h a t i s t o 

say -

BY Inf. ji'XjW-UiEH: 

1 Q,- S t a t e your name, r e s i u - n e e ana o c c u p a t i o n V 

A- k a e 1 ownesend m a t t n e w s , yOo Maui son a v e n u e , 

s t e n o g r a p h e r . 

2 Q,- Are you t h e P l a i n t i f f m t h i s p r o c e e d i n g ? 

A- Y e s . 

3 q- How long nave you known t n e J e f e n a a n t , y o u r 

husband? 

A- F i v e y e a r s . 

BY MS. HAWKINS: 

4 Q- >'hen, where anu by whom Vv'ere you m a r r i e d ? 

A- Augus t 7 , iy2t>, by t n e r teverend Ma t thews , yOo 

i;.adison Avenue, x i a l t i m o r e , i . iaryia i .a . 



kae x own a end Mat "thaw a 

5 Q,- What s o r t of a m i n i s t e r i s ne t 

A- *ethocliat E p i s c o p a l , 

b Q,- tfaat r e l a t i o n i s ne to iialph D. Matthewa? 

A- His f a t h e r . 

7 Q- In the home in which you l i v e a t t h e oime of 

your marriage—you a r e now l i v i n g a t whose nomev 

A- r i a lph ' s f a t h e r . 

8 Q- Are you and italph l i v i n g toge t r ie r now? 

A- Hoi s i r . 

9 Q,- f e l l t h e Court why you a r e not l i v i n g t oge tne r ? 

A- because he l e f t me on t h e 30th of January , 1927. 

10 Q- f i d you give him any cause for leaving you? 

A- Hoi 1 d i d n o t . 

11 ^- fjo you Know what excuse ne had t o give for l eav ing 

you? 

A- I do n o t Know t h a t ne gave any excuse otrier t h a t 

he was i n t e r e s t e d m t n i s woman named hetha L* isush 

ana t h i n k t h a t she encouraged him. 

12 Q,- where was he working a t t h e t ime ? 

A- m the o f f ice of tne ^fro-American. 

13 Q,- In what capac l t y? 

A- City E d i t o r . 

14 Q,- './here was Miss jiush working? 

A- Afro-American. 

15 Q- In t n e same o f f i ce w i t h nim? 

A- l e s , s i r . 



i^&e iownsend Matthews 

lb Q,- LOOK a t t h i s paper i am handing you. What i s i t ? 

A- I t i s a l e t t e r t o my husband from t h i s woman .ou^h. 

17 Q,- Will you t e l l the Court where you g o t t h i s l e t t e r ? 

A- n'rom h i s pocke t , he r e s t ed h i s coat on one c h a i r 

and t h i s l e t t e r was s t i c k i n g out or the pocKet, i saw i t 

ana to OK i t out , t u t 1 did not expec t t o r i nd any th ing 

r i k e t h a t . 

18 Q,- Do you know when you found t h i s l e t t e r ? 
HO, 

A- About the f i r s t week in December, 1 9 2 8 , / t h a t 

l e t t e r was in December, 1927, because t h i s i s 1928 now. 

liOTE-: i'he above mentioned l e t t e r i s no?; f i l e d witn the 

Examiner Marked P l a i n t i f f ' s E x h i b i t Examiner i-io. l . 

19 Q,- During your married l i f e what was your nusband ' s 

conduct towards you? 

A- up to tne time he became i n t e r e s t e d in t m s o the r 

woman he was a model husband, . a l t e r he became i n t e r e s t e d 

in n e r ne j u s t seemed changed a l t o g e t h e r . . 

20 Q,- Did he i jrovide f o r you? 

A- i e s , always provided r o r me. 

21 Q,- And t r e a t e d you otherwise ? 

A- Yes, Except p receeding une two months t h a t ne xei ' t , 

he began to be a changed man and d ia not mind showing i t . 

he never d i d me any harm or h u r t me but j u s t cy the 

l i t t l e t h ings t h a t he would say ana ao . ne s tayed out 

u n t i l one and two o ' c lock in trie morning, ne never did 

those t h i n g s b e f o r e . 



ime 1'own sen a Mat thews 

22 Q,- "here did ne go to live after he left you? 

A- uver to Washington. 

23 Q,- fell us what your treatment of him was during 

your married life? 

A- 1 tiiink x always treated him the way he should nave 

been treated because he never gave me any cause to treat 

him otherwise heretofore and the only cross words we bars 

ever had was about this one woman and we never nad any­

thing to fuss about and of course when this came up it was 

some tning that ± had to c a lie to him about. 

24 Q,-j Were you faithful to your marriage vowels? 

A- ies. 

25 Q- Wsrs you dutiful in every respect? 

A- ies. 

26 Q- How many children nave you? 

A- une. 

27 q- How old is he? 

A- Seventeen months. 

28 Q,- If the Court should award you the custody of tnis 

child are you able to take care of him? 

A- i-jot by myself. 

29 Q,- What do you mean, not by yourself? 

A" 1 mean this, that JL do not make en ought money to take 

care of myself and the baby too, but with some assistance 

from him, x do not see why x should not be able to make it. 

30 Q,- Have you a home where you can take your child? 



Liae Town send Matthews 

A- lea, where x am l i v i n g now. 

3 i Q- t h a t was your husband making in ha l t imorsT 

A- Th i r t y D o l l a r s a weeit. 

32 %• Do you know what he i s making now? 

A- H©, 1 d o n o t . 

33 Q- ne could have s t ayed a t tne AiToiimerican i f ne 

wanted to? 

A- *es . 

34 tj- Did ne g e t anything l e s s in Washington? 

A- I do not t h i n k so . x do not t h ink he would have 

gone t o ./ashington if he were t o r e c e i v e l e s s money. 

35 Q- how long have you teen l i v i n g in Ba l t imore , both 

of you? 

A- x have l i ved in Maryland f o r t e n years and then 

Mr. Matthews was born h e r e , x am sure ne was. 

36 Q- Do you d e s i r e tne cus tody of t n i s c h i l d ? 

A- l c e r t a i n l y d o. 

37 Q,- Vflaen you g o t a f t e r him for t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p 

wi th t h i s c e r t a i n woman, what d i d ne say? 

A- At f i r s t ne denied i t * 

- o -
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1 

QUESTIQH BY THE EXAMINES: 

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing 

that may "be of "benefit or advantage to the parties to this 

suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub­

ject of this your examination or the matters in question 

between the parties? If :o, state the same fully and at 

large in your answer. 

Answer: But this relationship was something that he 

would not cry to cover up one time or the other, .both, 

of them were very brazen though they never admitted it 

they never denied it and he just Kept it up as he did 

heretofore and he never stopped tut kept i t up until he 

left for .tashmgton. 



QUEST 101 BY rHB BXAMIHBH: 

Bo you know or can you state any other matter orthing 

that may be of benefit or advantage to she parties to this 

suit; or either of them or that may be material to the sub­

ject of this your examination or the matters in question 

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at 

large in your/^j^wer. 

Answer: 

-7-



fiLLiAM ii . JQEE8, proauced as a wi tness on 

behalf oi' t l ie P l a i n t i f f , being f i r s t auj.y sworn, deposeth, 

and s a i t h a s fo l lows - t h a t i s t o say -

HI THE UXAJUlinBHt 

1 Q- o t a t e your name, res idence and occupat ion? 

A- William B. Jones , 421 worth Calhoun S t r e e t , 

Managing E d i t o r of the Afro-American. 

2 q- Do you Know t h e p a r t i e s t o t h i s s u i t ? 

A- I d o . 

3 Q- HOY/ long have you-Known them? 

A- I ha re known them t h r e e y e a r s . 

B* MR. tuiwKisd: 

4 q- „ere you p r e s e n t a t one m r r i a g e ceremony? 
• 

A- i was . 

5 Q- Were did t h e y l i v e d u r i n g t h e i r marr iage? 

A- iiadison Avenue, t h i s C i t y , Ba l t imore . 

6 q- Are they l i v i n g t o g e t h e r now? 

A- ihey a r e n o t . 

7 Q,- Do you Know what was t h e cause of tne separa t ion 

between them ? 

A- I do . 

8 ty- Will you s t a t e i t b r i e f l y ? 

A- For a tout a year a f t e r t ne marr iage Matttttoetwe was 

wor img a t tne o f f ice of the Afro-American as Ci ty E d i t o r 



William x-i. Jones 

At t h e t ime he was employed by the managing e a i t o r of the 
he 

Afro-American/ began the connec t i on , t h a t i s keeping 

company with a young woman m the same of f ice of the ^ f r o -

American. 

9 Q,- Do you know t n e name of t h e young womanV 
a 

A- Letha L. isush. At t h e time sue was /s tenographer 

in my depar tment . 

10 Q- V i l l you t e l l about what t ime t n i s was? 

A- i t began a s I remember about e igh t mouths a f t e r 

the ma r r i age . i do no t r e c a l l the exac t a a t e of t he marriage. 

11 Q- i'hey were marr ied on or about August, 192o? 

A- i r e c a l l i t was in t h e month of i iugust , 19k;fc>, when 

the wedding tooic p l a c e . 

12 Q,- When was i t t h a t ne began to pay h i s a t t e n t i o n s 

to t h i s young woman? 

A- l no t iced i t about wanuary, 1927. 

13 Q- What did you n o t i c e about ux, Matthews? 

A- '.Veil, x f i r s t no t i ce t h a t t hey went home t o g e t h e r , 

1 happened to go to a r e s t a u r a n t in the a f te rnoon and saw 

them t o g e t h e r on two or t h r e e a f t e r n o o n s , ana having some 

i n t e r e s t in Mr. Matthews, spoke to him acout i t ana 1 

found out a f t e rwards a f t e r t h a t t h a t the same th ings 

happened u n t i l on one occasion i t became my duty a s 

Managing S a i l o r in the or f ie e t o raa&e c e r t a i n r u l e s and 

r e g u l a t i o n s wi th r e f e r e n c e uo t h i n g s t h a t they d id in the 



William xu J ones 

o f f ice and t n a t grew out of r e l a t i o n s as x tan tnem in 

tne o f f i c e , and my o f f i c i a l au ty was merely t o p r o t e c t 

the off ice a t t h a t t ime and tnen x t o l a tnem t h a t triey 

could not spend t h e i r time t o g e t n e r la t ne o f f i c e and 

to ld him about i t and to ld him t h a t as Ci ty jsdi tor ne 

should t ry to take i n t e r e s t in tne doings of tne o f f i ce 

but a f t e r a l l of t ha t he f ai lea GO do these t h ings t ha t 

x t o ld him about and on seve ra l occas ions x saw him 

wi th t h i s vemaoi on the s t r e e t and saw them t o g e t n e r in 

the r e s t u a r a n t and saw them t o g e t n e r one n i g h t , l a t e . 

14 Q- How long did tiiey keep up t m s r e l a t i o n s h i p to 

your know ledge? 

A- xo my pe r sona l knowleage x saw tnem t o g e t n e r 

u n t i l r i g h t before ne l e f t for .Washington about two 

months ago. 

15 Q,- Up u n t i l two months ago? 

A- x e s , s i r . 

16 Q,- What is ne doing now? 

A- He l s s t i l l in t h e newspaper bus ines s working 

on tne fashington x n b u n e . 

17 %- Do you know wnat s a l a r y he marges? 

A- x unaers tand t n a t ne makes xhir uy-^'ive Doxlars a 

week. 

18 Q- Vbat was he makm., when he worked f o r t n e i i f ro-

American? 

A- r h i r t y - t w a - f if t y , t h a t was his basic s a l a r y . 
10-



Wil l i am in. J one s . 

19 Q- Do you know how many c h i l a r e n , i f any , t h a t t n e y 

had? 

A- One c h i l d , xtalph o r . 

20 Q- Did you e v e r have o c c a s i o n to Y i a i t t n e i r home? 

A- Very o f t e n . 

21 Q,- Did you n o t i c e now ne t r e a t e d n i s w i f f o t h e r w i s e 

h i s r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h i s woman? 

A- i i i s t r e a t m e n t was of a model husband* 

22 Q- Did you o b s e r v e now she t r e a t e d mm? 

A- From wha t l know it. was a s model a s i nave e v e r 

known a w i f e ' s r a i t i o n s k i p t o c e . 

23 Q- D u t i f u l w i f e ? 

A- Yes , s i r . 

24 Q- ¥ a s she a f a i t h f u l w i f e ! 

A- Yes , s i r . 

25 Q- *''ere t h e r e any c h i l d r e n ? 

A- una c h i l d . u. 

26 Q- How old i s t h e c h i l d , do you know? 

A- More cnan a y e a r o l d . 

27 Q,- Boy or g i r l ? 

A- B oy . 

28 Q- How l o n g have t h e y l i v e d m Mary land t o your 

knowledge? 

A- l'o my p e r s o n a l knowledge 1 cou ld not s ay more tnan 

s i x y e a r s t n e y were h e & e , b o t h of them, when l came n e r e 

l employed Mat thews when he was j u s t out of s c h o o l ana one 

1 1 -



v/i l l iam h. Jones 

of one f i r s t ones . 

29 Q- Mr. Jones , w i l l you look a t t h i s paper ± hana you 

and t e l l us 'mose nandwri tmg t h a t i s V 

A- Letha .bush.' s . 

30 ^- xhe woman you mentioned sometime ago? 

A- Yes. 

31 <4- To vh.om i s i t adaressed? 

A- lo Dear rtalph, i kxiow her w r i t i n g from tirie fac t 

the.t she \»as ray s t enog raphe r a t trie t ime tha t sne was 

employed at trie o f f i c e . 

1 2 -
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IU3STICR BY THE BXAMINBR: 

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing 

thut may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this 

suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub­

ject of this your examination or thj matters in question 

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at 

large in your an 

answer: 

lo-



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the 

request of the Solicitor of the .t.^?.1.?.?.3:?.? 

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my 

hand and seal on this £ourth_____ day of 

Df.gemTbtJ? .^^in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 

twenty-...eigh-t. at the Cit/gf Baltimore^/in the^fc^e dfc^arylafld. 

^Examiner. ' »-v—' 

There anc—is...one. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit: 

Plaintiff's Exhibit "SSX&miOAX. .U.Q.....1,,. 

Defendant's Exhibit. 

Examiner. 

I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, the Examiner before whom the forego­

ing depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a 

day and taking the said depositions upon xf!.9. days, on .?.?.?.** 

of which I was employed by the plaintiff..../.../., and on y^ttQSA, 

by the defendant. 

Examiner. 
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" ^ "— T̂VŜ JMJLS ^y^ 

—<-*—fo 

VA} 1 ^ V - A _ ^ V - > \ ~\rJH ^ 

VMVW , \ A * v - o ^ ^ ^Ce— 
•s 

J2-



I f I I ' III I I - 111 

BIGGEST W E E K L Y NEWSPAPER IN T H E 
WORLD IN ITS OWN P L A N T , EMPLOYING A 
COMPLETE RACE STAFF OF 26 WORKERS 

WATSON, AMERICA'S BEST KNOWN CAR. 
TOONIST, T E L L S W E E K ' S STORY IN 

T H E AFRO 

THE AFRO-AMERICAN 
B A L T I M O R E . MB. 

628 H. E U T A W . ST., 

W M . N. JONES 

Managing Editor 

- 3> ~ 

P H O N E S 

VERNON 6016—6017 

.J> 

7$=*A <£> 

^ J B _ ^ ^ _ ^ C L - J C C - C U - V J ^ J 

-M-

^-y^y^AS <-* I N —\">V? 

~ ^ Q ^ V - L ^ 

J&jc^^t^ JL^t ^ — < 

dL^sVL-S 
/ 

fru^~i 



BIGGEST W E E K L Y NEWSPAPER IN T H E 
WORLD IN ITS OWN P L A N T , EMPLOYING A 
COMPLETE RACE STAFF OF 25 WORKERS 

WATSON, AMERICA'S BEST KNOWN CAR-
TOONIST, TELLS WEEK'S STORY IN 

T H E AFRO 

THE AFRO-AMERICAN 
BALTIMORE, M S . 

62S N. E U T A W . ST., 

W M . N. JONES 
Managing Editor 

P H O N E S 
VERHON 6016—6017 

~Wui^_s^ct~ ^ ^ ^ r ^ 4 ^ iA^-<^&--**ji^d( h^^<-^4^^- , y 

» 

'-/hvCt 

yCU^i , .JP 

^d^ +sOL 

Oyi^Jl \J/ ^A^^yr JL^J^ —t£*^his ^t^^-r 
> 

*i^y<Aj fj^_ 
/ 

V<S~M^t^U. "~O0-T? (A^^l^ 



BIGGEST W E E K L Y NEWSPAPER IN T H E 
WORLD IN ITS OWN PLANT , EMPLOYING A 
COMPLETE RACE STAFF OF 26 WORKERS 

WATSON, AMERICA'S BEST K N O W N CAR-
TOONIST, T E L L S W E E K ' S STORY IN 

T H E AFRO 

THE AFRO-AMERICAN 
BALTIMORE, MB. 

623 N. E U T A W . ST., 

W M . N. JONES 
Managing Editor 

•^>-yl^k^ 

P H O N E S 

VERNON 6016—6017 

ly^S^tA 'Z^^Q^ r u k-v^A, B^M. 

JU ^ 

(Xp^^> 

A ^ - < 2 _ J 

" V W A A ^ U / ^ X ; - Vc*_-^_^_ <iXJLx2_JL>x^v^_^ _ >M 
o^JU^^-J? jt-^2—yu-i. * L 

^ ^ ^r^Xty^ ^f^ 



a W - I -*- '-••'—' • •-*_.. 

BIGGEST W E E K L Y NEWSPAPER IN T H E 
WORLD IN ITS OWN PLANT, EMPLOYING A 
COMPLETE RACE STAFF OF 26 WORKERS 

WATSON, AMERICA'S BEST KNOWN CAR. 
TOONIST, TELLS WEEK'S STORY IN 

T H E AFRO 

THE AFRO-AMERICAN 
B A L T I M O R E , MD. 

628 N. ETTTAW. ST. 

W M . N. JONES 
Managing Editor 

P H O N E S 

VEHNON 6016—6017 

y-
^j^^7XUf >v^ v-u / 

£ 

d* ~pev y 

2J JL6L^ ^J J^L^ i+^y 

^Jixt^ *u^M^ J^c, 

cu^A 

_-x̂ -<*-<_̂ _ 

^L-c^<J 

°^ ̂ > C/LCLMI <~y^Pt Cn?~~; C ^ C ^ - t ^ y ^ui W ^ 
/ 

^-J^UL- ^y^o-^u. 

C^ouz^evtv 



BIGGEST W E E K L Y NEWSPAPER IN T H E 
WORLD IN ITS OWN PLANT, EMPLOYING A 
COMPLETE RACE STAFF OF 26 WORKERS 

WATSON, AMERICA'S BEST K N O W N CAR­
TOONIST, T E L L S W E E K ' S STORY IN 

T H E AFRO 

THE AFRO-AMERICAN 
BALTIMORE, HO. 

628 N. EUTAW. ST., 

W M . N. JONES 
Managing Editor 

PHONES 
VERNON 6016—6017 

T ^ a+^_ ^JLtJLQ^ ^f-

Kf+~^. 
• < _ ^ 

C^^-^CfW^/ 

fi-yi 

J 

(XJ^^^x la^^xju^At^ t £> 



m 
Circuit Court No. 2 

192 f~ DOCKET."!?..!... NO 

yft§..Ji^I}^erid_llat.thew3_ 

vs. 

Ralph D. Matthews. 

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE. 

Mr. Clerk, 

Please file: 

oBciESr for Plaintiff. 

No A1*1 r%s6. 

Filed.. J.A.^,...S~!^etmh^.....l9tJ... 



fuA Tdbmsend Mat thews j IN THE 

Circuit Court No. 2 
vs. 

P a lph D. Matthews 
BALTIMORE CITY 

September T E R M > m & > 

To the Honorable 
J o s e p h C. TTlnan 

Judge of the said Court: 

The above cause is respectfully submitted 

for decree and the 41st General Equity Rule is hereby waived. 

Solicitor for Plaintiff, 

..^4kq^....^ul^b0_. 
Solicitor for Defendant. 



Circuit Court No. 2 

192 f P Docket N o . - ^ 7 

^JLJJAA^MJ^ 

Order of Reference 
and Report 

o* 

No. o? ISIS •3. 

Order Filed J.J.-.....day of.£§i 

Report Filed...9S../.^.....day of. 



IN THE 

Circuit Court No. 2 
OF 

BALTIMORE CITY 

....QJlM^dJjiA/.. TERM, 192.1 

day of..... 

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this. 

., 192.£._., that the same be and is hereby referred to 

...., Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the 

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon. 

Jtbze^A/ 

Report of Auditor and Master: 

__..B.i±l._rQ.ii__diYQx.Ĝ  

_.Msb„anjl_..Q.a__.tM_.gr̂ ^ 

Defendant summoned and answered. 
by leave 61 Court 

fended _.bi;^^ 

against; tifir taflsfrwtfl P» tflae groggy of ftffv&fraryn CQ4$ Arfr- i6 ; .$eo , $7-42. 
.D_eXe_ELd.aixt__..s:aimQR^^ 

.Plftinttl.ff |a Tflfflrt'anffft in Bftltiworft...City .'for jnorft tth?n frpo. ŷ */11*.8.. 
.JBrjJiP.r..to...the..fil.ing. of . . t .^e . .b i l l .proved. 

_._..I.he..iaa.i:r±age...pr_Q_y:.e.a.. 

Adult_er_y__.p.roy_e_d_, _ 

Gas.e...mad.e___i;Qr...aw_ar_a_^ 

..GJxLl.d...Qf...lJae...pax.tle.s.-.t_Q___t^ 

„t»Jfe©..M îlktl©Q 5̂LC©„.fî Ĵ --J?JftP̂ P.?!li Pf"„.sai5i-.<?jfei.l̂ .« 

...T.hi.rty _days._h^ 

_C.as_e--S.ubffii.t£e.d_.£Qr...d_aer_e^ 

..Qas.e...r.e_aay...t".o.r....de.c.r.e.e..* * 

.rrZ£^. 
Auditod>/ci.nd Master.-

i.,e.b.ruary....^7.4..I9^9... 



UMML 
In t h e 

C i r c u i t GouBt No. 2 
of 

Bal t imore C i ty . 

Mae Townsend Matthews 

v s . 

Ralph D. Matthews. 

Petition to take Additional! 
Testimony., 

Mr .""Clerk; " 
please file. 

Solicitor for Petitioner. 

f 

oAfSt it 
H A W K I N S a M c M E C H E N 

A T T O R N E Y S A N D C O U N S E L L O R S A T L A W 

1 4 E . P L E A S A N T S T R E E T 

B A L T I M O R E . M D . 



Mae Townsend Mat thews 

v s . 

Ralph D. Matthews 

In the 

Circuit Court No. 2 

of 

Baltimore City. 

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court: 

Your Oratrix complaining, saysj-

-First-

That heretofore to wit, on or about the 12th day of April 

1928, she filed her Bill of Complaint in this Honorable Court against 

her husband, Ralph D. Matthews, praying for- a divorce A Mensa Et 

Thora, and that later she was granted an order permitting her to file 

an Amended Bill, praying for a divorce A Vinculo Matrimonii. 

-Second-

That in due time, the testimony was taken in said case and sent 

to Honorable William P. Lyons, Master in Chancery. 

-Third-

That the said Master in Chancery reports that the testimony 

is not sufficient to sustain the allegations in the Bill of Complaint. 

WHEREFORE, your petitioner prays that the testimony in said 

case may be remanded to the Examine**, to the end, that additional 

testimony be taken to sustain the allegations in her aforesaid Amended 

Bill of Complaint. 

And as in duty bouid, etc. 

Petitioner. 
r^^Mfi^JSl^CJuUd 

r Petition^, 



State of Maryland, Baltimore City, to wit: 

I hereby certify, that on this ,2Aa. &&J of January, 1929, 

before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public of the State of Maryland, 

in and for Baltimore City aforesaid, personally appeared Mae 

Townsend Matthews, Petitioner, and made oath in due form of law 

that the aforegoing matters and facts are true to the best of her 

knowledge and belief. 

Notary Public 

Ordered by The Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, "chis 3/ 

day of January 1929, upon the foregoing Petition and Affidavit, 

that the testimony in this cause be and the same is hereby remanded 

to the Examiner as therein prayed. 
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Ct, Ct No. 2 

19 2 ^ / 3 DOCKET No. " J O 

Mae Tovmsend Matthews 

vs. 

~" Ralph D. Matthews. 

ORDER FOR APPEARANCE 

\ 

7 

* H + t%7 

Filed . . /^_ . . day of .$jjty. , 192 



Mae Townsend Matthews 

vs. 

Ralph D. Matthews, 

In the Circuit Court No. 2 

of Baltimore City 

. - - . . . .Januaryr- - - - - TERM, 1929 

MR. CLERK: 

PLEASE ENTEK MY APPEAKANCE FOR DEFENDANT. 

Ralph. _D«.;J|totjbheira,.. 

(/Defendant. 



DOCKET %k.XllJX2Z& 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT Uc-.--2-

.May.„.T.owx«tndJULt.UxiwJi 
vs. 

Ralph D. Matthews 

ADDITIONAL ^^^ 

D E P O S I T I O N S 

No.JJLjLl* 

PLAINTIFF'S COSTS 

Examiner $ 

Copies 

Notices 

Sheriff 

Stenographer 

$ 

DEFENDANT'S COSTS 

Examiner $ 

Copies 

Notices 

Sheriff 

Stenographer 

$ 

GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, Examiner 

, ,- <tf 
Filed /<&..- day oi.J^&^f'. \9%>.. 

/ 



Ju % (Utrotit ffiotirt—JfcuJi 
OF BALTIMORE CITY 

I'he above entitled cause being at issue, and testimony having 

heretofore been taken, and duly re turned into Court, 

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the .?.la_intii:'f 
a d d i t i o n a l 

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, one 

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by 

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the 

t h i r d day of.......£•*«»?£ , 19...2.9.., met on 

the l l . t h day of *•.?.*!**:?!?!. in the year nineteen 

hundred and twenty-....nine , at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the 

State of Maryland, and assigned the 1.2th day of HSiJfS^St 

in the same year at XQ,Z0 o'clock in the .?.°.?.?...." noon and the 

office of the...Examiner., in the City and State 

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause; 

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting 

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor..?. of the 

r.es.p.ec.fci.v.e...p.ar.tie.S to take the following depositions, that 

is to say: 

. May... % owns e nd.. Mat1 h. ew. s_. 

vs. 

.Hal.ph..D.....Mat thews., 



TS8TIU0NY taken a t t h e o f f i ce of (ieorge Arnold 

tfrick, the ibauftiner, on xuesaay, February 12th , 1929• a t 

t e n - t h i r t y in t h e morning. 

P r e s e n t : W. Ashbie Hawkins, C o u n s e l l o r t h e P l a i n t i f f . 

the reupon: 

GARLA1TD IttCKSY, produced as a w i t n e s s on oehalf 

of the P l a i n t i f f , being f i r s t du ly sworn, deposeth and 

s a i t h a s fo l lows - t h a t i s t o say -

hY THE lXAMOURt 

1 Q,- S ta te your name, r e s i d e n c e and occupat ion? 

A- Garland Jiuackey, 1205 Ulendenin avenue, Newspaper 

man. 

2 Q,- Do you Jfliw t h e p a r t i e s to t h i s s u i t ? 

A- Yes . 

3 Q- Ho?/ long have you known them? 

A- I know both of them about s i x y e a r s . 

BY MR. HA1K1U8: 

4 Q- Do you iaiow a n y t h i n g about them du r ing t h e i r 

marr ied l i f e t o g e t h e r ? 

A- Yes, I know t h a t they l i v e d wi th m s pe ople on 

ISadison Avenue and f o r any th ing e l s e , t h a t i s a l l . 



Garland Mackey 
i 

5 Q- You never v i s i t e d t/iem? 

A- Yes, I only c a l l e d t o s e e Jatatthews o c c a s i o n a l l y . 

6 Q- At t h e time t h a t t h e y were l i v i n g t o g e t h e r , where 

was Mr. J%t thews working? 

A- Mattlxers worked w i th the Afro-Amen can. 

7 Q- Where were you working? 

A- P a r t of the t ime l was wi th the Afro-American 

then i was w i t h the Herald commerce. 

8 %- Both newspapers? 

A- Yes. 

9 %» Did you Know Matthews w e l l ? 

A- Yes, I know him very w e l l . 

10 Q- Do you know anyth ing about h i s r e l a t i o n s , a t t h a t 

t ime , wi th a young woman he was working with a t the Afro-

American? 

A- Well , the re was a young woman working t h e r e a t 

t h a t t i m e , and a s f a r as t h e i r r e l a t i o n s was concerned, I 

could not s a y . 

11 Q- Did you ever t a lk to .Matthews, h imse l f , about i t ? 

A- Some yea r s later . . . , about a year l a t e r , he spoke to 

me about i t . 

12 Q- Well , give b r i e f l y the conversa t ion you had with 

him? 

A- Wel l , he t o l d me in a c o n f i d e n t i a l manner t h a t he 

thought t n i s g i r l was pregnant an d4ie asked me what was tne 

b e s t th ing t o do and I to ld him the b e s t t h i n g t o do was 



1 (iarland Mackey 

to see a d o c t o r . 

13 Q,- J îd he i n d i c a t e t o you tha t he was r e spons ib l e for 

t h a t c o n d i t i o n ? 

A- Well , only from hira c o n v e r s a t i o n - - o f course he i s 

a man and if he w e r e n ' t r e s p o n s i b l e , of c o u r s e , i doubt 

i f he would have brought i t up t o . m e . 

14 Q- At the time t h a t he had t h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n wi th you, 

was he Harr ied to h i s p re sen t wi fe? 

A- i e s , he was m a r r i e d . 

155 Q- Have you t a l k e d w i t n i i i m o n th i s sub jec t anytime 

s ince? 

A- No, soon a f t e r t h a t Matthews went to Washington 

and l have not been able to see him except j u s t in h i s 

o f f i ce i a Washington. 

16 q,- What i s i th is girls^iame, i f you know? 

A- I d o n ' t remember i n s f i r s t name, xier l a s t name was 

Bush. 

17 Q* And she was t h e one t h a t was working a t t h e Afro-

American? 

A- Yes. 

18 Q- He admi t ted to you in so many words tha t he was 

r e s p o n s i b l e for the pregnant c o n d i t i o n ? 

A- * e s . 

19 %» -"nd t h a t was the same time t / ia t he was marr iea to 

h i s p r e s e n t wife? 

A- Yes. 

- 3 -



Garland Mackey 

20 Q- -̂ ld he ever admit t o you in any way other , that 

he was intimate with t h i s woman? 

A- I could not say he d id , because I met him on 

several occasions and we were in no posi t ion t o t a lk of 

such a th ing , t ha t i s , in his/Si'fice and public p laces . 



gjlSTIQw Bl SHE JSXAMilTKHt 

Do you know or c an you s t a t e any o the r .-natter or t h ing 

t h a t may be of b e n e f i t or advantage t o t n e p a r t i e s t o t h i s 

s u i t or e i t h e r cf them or t h a t may be m a t e r i a l t o t h e sub­

j e c t of t h i s your examination or t h e ma t t e r s m ques t ion 

between the p a r t i e s ? I f s o , s ta te t h e same f u l l y ana a t 

l a rge in your^answer. 

Answer: 

- 5 -



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the 

request of the Solicitor.§....of the r e s p e o t i v e . p a r t i e s 

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my 

hand and seal on this f..9.3T. day of 

!•]?.£!**?:/.... .A....in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 

twenty-.....nine... ...at the Cit//6i Baltimord/in the^tate^af Maryland. 

. J}TLl/lA4i/&U.... /. ./id&M<>:.. .Qg E A {\ 
Examiner. 

There are no. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit: 

Plaintiff's Exhibit 

Defendant's Exhibit. 

Examiner. 

I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, the Examiner before whom the forego­

ing depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a 
a d d i t i o n a l _ 

day and taking the said.depositions upon 5W.9 days, on ."both 

of which I was employed by the plaintiff ./yznd. on n^ne 

by the defendant 

Examiner. , 
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Circuit Court No. 2 

n 192 V DOCKET NO. 3^.&^...... 

Mae Townaeind Matthews 

vs. 

_?s-lpii_ _ __Ma t thews.*. 

^SUBMISSION FOR DECREE. 

Mr. Clerk, 

Please file: 

Solicitor for Pfeintiff. 

No. 2- fS trfi 

...AL~..^.-r^h^oi<^. 192.1.. 



Mae*Towsend Mat thews IN THE 

Circuit Court No. 2 
vs. 

Ralph Mat thews, 

( 

—OF-

BALTIMORE CITY 

January— TERM> 1 9 2 ? ? 

To the Honorable 
The 

Judge of the said Court: 

The above cause is respectfully submitted 

for decree and the 41st General Equity Rule is hereby waived. 

JL*9 

solicitor for Plaintiff, 

for Defendant. 



CUtrrmt (Haurt 

The within is a proper decree 

to he passed in this case. 

No. 2 -s%aeJ..??~ 

B -177 
1928 No. Docket 

MAE TOW; 

hALPH 

DECREE 

JS£^TB MATTHEWS 

vs. 

D. MfiTTHiiWS 

OF DIVORCE 

NoA.fi/lJ 
„ 

Fifed ,i£>2 

Auditoi>-a1id iSaste ̂
 

NoA.fi/lJ


DECREE OF D1VCJRCE. 

IN THE 

.MA&. TOJ#£J$im..MAXIBE*S.. 

GJirmtt (Emtri N*n 2, 
vs. 

OF 

BALTIMORE CITY 

1-ULPH D. MATTHEWS 
Term, 192 

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submittedt/the proceedings were by the Court read and 

, t j ! 
considered. | 

I t! is thereupon, this.. £L!L^ v. ....;......; day of./.. 

Domini, one thousand nine ihundred and ....JjAI^M^.../]lOTl^/.- :by tire CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2. 

OF BALTIMORE CITY, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, thajy the said_.r...-..-...r....~..."....-...r...-.....-....-....--....r.....7....r... 

the ab<j>ve named complainant be, and she is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from the 

defendant, RALPH D. MATTHEWS. | 

iM.fi..l.t...is...IurtMr...oi:der.e.g4...t.b.afc^.t 

awaked %q t b 6 Complainant, MAE TOWNSENfj MATTHSfS, :aa^ ^ ^ P ^ Q Q d a Q t j 
fiy^£IL.£.?...MAI.TH^ 

su.pp.Q.rt...oX...s.aid....cM.l.d...^^ 
plMna..nt.,_._tM...sum...or...ten..dolla 

aex*...D.i'....tM .s...Caurt,. 

And it is further Ordered, that the said....J^el\eadan.t.,...iiAL£H..JjJ....MJtiT.T.EbWb., 

pay the cost of this proceeding. 

I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Circuit 

Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby 

certify that the above is a true copy of the 

decree taken from the record of proceedings 

in said cause. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my 

hand and affix the seal of the said Court, 

this.... day of ..192.... 

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City. 



SERVE ON 

.. .Ralph.. Lu_ jm.tthe w s ,. 

.628..NA:JEutaw..Street, Ci ty , 

T 

Ct. Ct. No. 2 

-̂  i vtf 
B 192 

Mae __Townsend Matthews 

vs. 

.Hft-lph..D^._JsJa.ttliew-3^ •...._ 

/ 

IHtS 

JUN !? I i *• 

ORDER OF COURT NISI 
For Contempt 

ORDER 

No. 24IM..B 

Filed [lUdAJLe.. .192 



.Maa_Jflb*n*and-!Mkt,ttjfl!Ma \ I N T H E 

Circuit Court No. 2 
OF 

BALTIMORE CITY 

i*£ 
Ordered by the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City this_.... L day of 

June 192.?., that the.yaid„iiaJplk.Jt)>..Jfe_UtMWa 

appear before this Court in person, on the... &L2A1 .day of June , 192..9, 

at 10 o'clock A. IVL, and then and there show cause, if any he may have, why he should not be 

punished for contempt of this Honorable Court in not obeying the Order of this Court passed 

on the 27 th day of February . 192...V.., directing the payment 

of Alimony, # i i ^ by him to the.._Plaintif f,Mae..Towaend.JJatthevrjaprovided, a 

copy of this Order be served on the said....Kalph..D.....Mat.thew.3 on or before the 

<£C- day of...... . . June . . . , 192..?. . 

. ->>.- 'Iff."**'*" <9t_u*-*>— ~£a Su«__«̂ , _P«^'i_a 
Judge. 

True Copy: Test 

Clerk. 



IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2-
BALTIMORE CITY. 

i 
< gv 

¥ TOWSE1B5 MATTHEWS 

vs. 

RALPH D. MATTHEWS. 

I£0£IFICAT10N OF DECPN:!?, 

•> 

jfa */- /^te, / f 

• 



I 

1 

MAY TOWSEND MATTHEWS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2 
i 

VS. OP 
I 

RALPH D. MATTHEWS BALTIMORE CITY. 

t 
* 

i 

ORDERED BY THE CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTIMORE 

CITY, thisj^/jfday of June, 1929, that the-decree of divorce, 

granted the said MAY TOWSEND MATTHEWS, on or about the 28th day 

of February, 1929, be modified to read as follows: 

THAT THE SAID RALPH D. MATTHEW, shall pay to the 

said MAY TOWSEND MATTHEWS, the sum of Seven* ($7:00) Dollars, per 

week, in lieu of the Ten ($10:00) Dollars, formerly mentioned in 

the decree, and that the said amount of Seven ( $7:00) Dollars, 

shall be paid each week by thB said defendant, Ralph D. Matthews, 

for the support of their minor child, RALPH D. MATTHEWS, JR., and 

an additional amount of One ($1:00) dollar on the arrearages now 

amounting to One Hundred ($107:00) and seven dollars. 


