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EVELYB 0 : 

12, : OF 

CHA3LES 0 1" : BJ3 ! 3IIY. 

, 

Your Oratrix co " ' 'espectfully represents: 

1. ' That she was married to her husband, .arles Of ford on 

or ahout the 2nd day of October,1920 and that they lived together 

as man and wife until the 27th day of 7 ,ry, 19 23 when the de

fendant deserted the plaintiff. 

2. That ever since said marriage your Oratrix has behaved 

Lthf 1, chaste and 'onate wife to 

ford. 

3. That the said Charles Offord has on divers days and 

times since said marriage, committed the crime of s" 11 •„ ith 

divers, lewd and abandoned women Ii imore City, hose names 

to your Oratrix are " awn., and said offense has not been 

condoned " ir Oratrix. 

4. has not lived or cohabited with the 

lant since she discovered his said adulteries. 

5. at there are no children born as issue of said 

marriage. 

5. " j 'ratri- e defend re cit' 

of the State of Mary] 1, havii .dded In Baltimore City for 

more than three years prior to the filing of this bill. 

7« trix further states that she is L1 ,ns 

to defray the expenses of " : til :d avers that the defendant 

is emplo: 3 lit king about thirt; 13 is 



i sed "by Counsel t h a t she may p e t i t i o n t h i s Honorable Court t h a t 

t h e defendant he r e q u i r e d to pay her a r e a s o n a b l e amount a s 

Counsel fee and an amount s u f f i c i e n t to support h e r s e l f dur ing 

t h e pendency of t h i s s u i t . 

TO m IREFOEB: 

(a) That your O r a t r i x may he divorced A Vinculo I la t r i raoni i 

from t h e sa" 3 Charles 1. 

(e) limony pendente l i t e . 

(c) That she may resume her maiden name MASOH. 

( i ) That she may have such o the r and f u r t h e r r e l i e f a s h e r 

case may r e q u i r e . 

3 i t p l e a s e your Honor to grant unto your O r a t r i x the 

ffrit of Subpoen l i r e c t e d to t h e s a i d Char les Offord, conmEnding 

and r ' Lng him to he and appear i n t h i s Court on some day 

c e r t a i n to he named t h e r e i n to bhe premises '.e hy 

• r fo r , stidh decree or order as may he pa.3&ed t h e r e i n . 

.) as i n duty hound, e t c . 
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Form 18—5M 

EQUITY SUBPOENA 

The State of Maryland 

©o Charles Offord 

of Baltimore City, Greeting: 
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the t ime 

limited by law beginning on the second Monday of M a r c h next 

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of 

Evelyn Offord 

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, 

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril. 

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of 

Baltimore City, the 1 2 " day of J a n u a r y 192 5 

Issued the 3 " day of M a r c h , in the year 192 5 

Clerk 

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's Office, 
room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after 
re turn day. 

(General Equity Rules 11) 
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[Decree Pro Confesso] 

IN THE 

Circuit Court 
OF 

BALTIMORE CITY. 

j^r^k- Term. 192J? 

The Defendant having been duly summoned (notified by Older uf Pubiitdliuiit to appear to 

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ, 

(said-Order^ 

It is thereupoa-4his 

hundred and twenty ^fAATVLS 

day 0 in the year nineteen 

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and 

DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and 

is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what 

relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this 

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill. 

. 
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gjff~L 
Jn % (Eirnrit ( tar t ../..... 

OF BALTIMORE CITY. 

(JU/LLL. \JAi&.. 

t ~A^'. 

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the 

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY ^A-F-fllNL^l UJN, one 

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by 

virture of an order of the above-named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the 

.^. <<22<tk<c&&. day of. 

r.„.{2teA*!&!.. day of. 

.19&•.£., met on 

the.~<££^£<^^.. ' . . .<^££^ day of UCrfs^ls^.- in the year nineteen 

hundred and U4t&AJ&'jUfc!^f--..a.t my office, in the city of Baltimore, in the State 

of Maryland, and assigned the <**£$C&fc£Z&£u day of. 

in the same year at. o'clock in the....£C£^r<<?.."7 noon and the 

office of / 5 L £ 3 - £ ^ , . . . ^ * 2 ^ ^ .„. in the City and State 

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause; 

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting 
* . * . » • * 

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the 

y?£t$&L4&£<4^-. to take the following depositions, that 

is to say:— " 



/ 

O f f o r i , 

v . 

Of fc ri.. 

T e s t i a s t n j t a k e n a t the o f f i c e c f Mr* Davi t ; , 

PaTt iBs r re , Mary land , A p r i l 3 0 t h . , 1925 , 

a t one O ' c l o c k ? . M. 

E v e l y n Oxford, t h e P l a i n t i f f i n t h i s c a s e , 

p roduced on h e r e r a "behalf, h a v i n g "been f i r s t du ly 

8worn, d e p o s e t h and s a i t b ae f o l l o w s , t h a t i s t o 

s ay : 

By t h e •kxanainer: 

1 I* S t a t e y o u r name r e s i d e n c e and o c c u p a t i o n ? 

A. i v e i y n Of fo re!, i 3 i 9 Bas thMadison S t r e e t ; 

l a u n d r y work* 

2 Q,. Bo you know the p a r t i e s to 'chis s u i t ? 

A. I aw. t h e P l a i n t i f f and »y husband i s t h e De

f e n d a n t . 

By Mr- D a v i s : 

1 Q,. When were ycu m a r r i e d ? 

A. 2 n d . , Oc tobe r 1 9 2 0 . 

2 %• Were ycu m a r r i e d *>y a M i n i s t e r of t he 9Q s p e i ? 

A • "X e s . 

3 Q,. I n B a l t i m o r e C i t y 

A Yes . 

4 0,. 3y a * e i i f i c u » « Ceremony? 

1 
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Evelyn Afford 

A. Yes. 

5 ft. Have you "beei a r e s i d e n t r f Hai t ian re t i t y , 

S ta t e of Maryland, for s t re than tv* years p r i o r to 

the f i l i n g r f t h i s su i t ? 

A. Yes. 

% ft. Are t he re any c h i l d r e n as the r e s u l t 0 f t h i s 

Marriage? 

A. lie . 

8 ft. What was year conduct towards your hushand v-hiie 

l i v i n g t o g e t h e r ; a©w did you t r e a t hiM';" 

A. I t r e a t e d him as a wife should t r e a t her kushand; 

the "best I ecu] d. 

8 ft. St a te whether r r nr t you-were always a k ind, 

a f f e c t i o n a t e and f a i t h f u l wife? 

A. Yes-

11 ft. Are the p a r t i e s to t h i s s u i t l i v i n g tofetmer Bow* 

A. He s i r . 

12 ft. Which l e f t the r. t h s r ; did he leave y 0 lf c r 

die1 you leave hi?-".' 

A. I l e f t aim. 

13 ft* When? 

A. January 1923. 

14 ft. You charge your hushan© with a d u l t e r y ; do you 

knew anything p e r s o n a l l y ahcut that'.' 

A. I e s • 

» 

-



'6 

JBveiyn Affor«. 

l b %. 'I'eil us what you know cf your own pe r sona l 

knt wi edge; wky i l l you leave kiss January 2 7 t h . , 

j ^ ? £ »> • 

A. Because he wag keeping company * i t k Be r tha 

F r i s h y . 

I f Q,. Ei^ they keep company "before t h a t ? 

A. Yes; * r t r s ince we were wp.rrie«; I l e f t 

k i » t h r e e n i n t h s a f t e r I was marrfi to hi.*. 

17 Q,. Why? 

A. because he was gc inf witH her an«s»en«inf 

a n of h i s tiTne t h e r e an<3 aisc he was "buying her 

•presents . 

IS %. After you left hi*,- where were you living 

with your husha:ip the second tiaieV 

A. 428 lfcrtk Spring S t r e e t . 

19 %. After you l e f t k i n wkc T»ove« in to the 

house? 

A. Ber tka F r i s k y , 

20 %. Did ycu Eee t h e - l i v i n g t oge the r as kushaxH *a« *i« 

wife? 

A. Yes. 

21 q. was rtere a child! "born to l e r t k a I r l . k y a f t e r .you 

l e f t your husband? 

A. Yes. 

22 Q,. Tid you ever see your hushand with tke ehil«* 



Jiveiyn A f f o r d . 
AL Yes . 

23 %. Yes . ' ' 'here have you seen him w i th i t ? 

A. I heve seen hi® wi th i t i n h i s a r a s . 

24 %* 7>±6 ycu eve r r e t c t h e house where they « e r t 

l i v i n g 

A. Y e s . 

25 %. Why ciri you gc t h e r e ? 

A» I went to s ee i f we c tu io . no t cone to acme 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

26 Q,. Was Ber t h a P r i s h y There? 

•A. Yes . 

27 %» What d id he say? 

A. He s a i d t h a t t h e r e w a s ' n t any need c f me com- . 

Ing; s a y i n g a n y t h i n g , b e c a u s e ke wag go ing h i s wife to ing ; 

a s he p l e a s e d . 

28 Q,. Where i s he l i v i n g new? 

A. On B a r n e s S t r e e t . 

29 Q,« Whc i s l i v i n g t h e r e wi tk him'? 

A. 5e r t fea P r i s h y 

30 C,. Have t h e y any c h i l d r e n t h e r e ? 

A. Yes; a n t h e c h i l d r e n e r e t h e r e . 

31 &,. Whet ch i ldren '? ' 

A. Three c h i l d r e n . 

32 Q,. What ne.s'e cc t h e y *r "by. 

A. Unoler t h e name cf P r i s h y , t i e "big o n e s "but I 

§.o n e t knr v.* t h e naae c f "the e t h e r . • 
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Sveiyn Afford. 

33 Q,. 35o any of the cki ls i ren tha t they have 

t h e r e , use k i s naatf 

A. Yes, tke f i r s t one i s nawtes Ohar ies A f f o r i . 

34 %. While l i v i n g iritk your kuskand when you went to 

Gkurck with k i * , what ircuid he dot 

A. Sometimes he sent iwe koaae and he would go 

ever and go ko*4 witk Ber tka ; ~n-e ftouid Tiakc me 

gr up the s t r e e t , and he would gC the o t h e r 

v/ay with Pertfca. 

35 %. Since yoa d iscovered k i s a d u l t e r y with "Ber

t h a f r i s k y in January 1923, have you l i v e d o r 

eokaki ted witk ycur hush and? 

A. T$r s i r , I have no t . 

3<5 Q. Do you wish tc resume the \xv,e of your maiden 

A. Yes-

37 •.. What i s your sai t ien naae? 

A. Macey. 



(HCHXRAI. ymmiw 

!5o yon ftPNMi o r car, yon s t a t e any o t h e r m a t t e r 

o r t h i n " t h a t «a.y be M the b e n e f i t Of •AVSIltagl »f f he 

p%rt iee to thi'S a n i t , o r e i t h e r of there, or UMfct »ay be 

m t e r l & l to fhe •nb.leot %t t h i s , ynnr examinat ion , o r the 

e»%t«ri in ques t ion between the pa r t i eB? I f S'*1, •%»*•) 

the • « • • f u l l y ( / „ ' '-••"• In '•" •» »»—•»< 

A. 
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Ida Kiiout, a witness of lawful age, product 

on "behalf of the Plaintiff , having: been f i r s t duiy 

sworn, depc setk and saith as follows, that i s to 

say: 

"Py the Examiner: 

1 %• State your ne^e residence and occupation? 

A. I<« Ridout, I3T9 l as t Mad icon Street; house 

wife. 

2 %« "Do you know the parties to this suit? 

A. Yes. 

Try Mr. X'avis: 

1 Q,. She is your step-daughter. 

A. Yes. 

2 %* Were you present at tkewwedding? 

A.. No, hut they were Married frommy kome. 

3 H« Die -'irs« Afford and her kuekand live together as 

kushaii© and wife? 

A. fes. 

4 Q,. Di«P they koid themselves out in tke community 

as husbanc and adfe, and i s their reputation 

that rf kusband and irifet 

A. Yes* 

5 Q,' Mrs. Orf( Ci test if ied that she ieft her husband 

•January 2?th., i92o; what do you know about tkat? 

Why did Ev,e _xeave? 



a 

I i H i sou t . 

A. She l e f t "because of h i s a t t e n t i o n s tc Ber

t h a Br i shy , tv.r- she ca»e to h i s ho Tie when he got 

rea£y for her tc come t h e r e . 

6 ft. Ber tha Br i shy? 

A. Yes, Ber tha Br i shy , a.nd while t h i s wife was 

t h e r e , and the wife objec ted tc her coming t h e r e ; of 

cou r se , t h a t was the heginning of the d i s t u r h e n c e . 

7 ft. Af te r the s e p a r a t i o n in January 2 7 t h . , 1.923, 

dial you accompany Mrs* Offr• ti to her hushanci 's 

hornet 

A. Yes. 

8 %. What did you see when you went there's' 

A. I saw Mr. Of ford and aiao Bertha Brishy 

there. 

9 %. Bid you have any conve r sa t i on with Afford? 

A. Yes; we did* 

10 %, What war t h a t conversa t ion? 

A. I t c i d him t h a t I came t c t r y to r e c o n c i l e 

him and h i s wife , and he sale1 I h a d ' n t anything 

to do with i t , t h a t t h e r e was 'n t any sense in coming 

t h e r e a f t e r him heeause he knew what he was going tc 

do, and tha t he was going to cont inue on as he was 

go ing , and my coming the re was u s e l e s s . 
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Ida Ridout. 

11 Q,. Vow, after Mrs. (Iffori left her huehand in 

January 1923 , who •OYOi intc the house? 

1. This Bertka giri, 

12 %• Do you mean that he is living there as husband 

and wife? 

A. Yes. 

15 %• They are no t l i v i n g in that>house now? 

A. Ho, they wenc on ^ a r h e s S t r e e t ; he d i d . 

14 %, Wko i s l i v i n g t he re with hi»? 

A. Ber tha her husband, Mr. 0£fcrit and the 

chi ldren . 

ID %. Dc yru Mean t h a t ehe has c h i l d r e n . 

A. Yes. 

16 q. 3y whew? 

A. I y Offer*. 

j7 Q,. Do yru knr w how many ch i ld ren? 

A. Three, I t h i n k . 

18 Q,. Have ycu seen "kirn wi th any of the ch i ld r en? 

A. I have seen two of th«w. 

19 %. H t l h ia? 

A. S( , nc b r i th h i * . 

20 Q,. l a v e ycu ever seen hi& take Be r tha P r i s b y 

fro 33 Church? 
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Ida Ridcut* 

A. He, "because I did not v i s i t t h a t Church. 

2i %» What was Mrs. e f f o r t ' s conduct tov.ards her kuskand 

while l i v i n g t oge the r ; ho« did she t r e a t h ia? 

A. She t r e a t e d k i a as a wife . 

22 C). Kine a f f e c t i o n a t e and f a i t h f u l wife? 

A. Yes. 

23 $• H i she give &ir 8ny cause o r reason for 

e o n l t t i n g t h i s adu l t e ry with Ber tha ' r i s k y ? 

A. ITo s i r . 

24 Q. l a c "h e l i v e d with h i ^ n r condonid h i s 

of fense cf a d u l t e r y s ince she discovered i t in 

January 19 23? 

A. ¥r B i r ; she kaa k« n a t as koae the "best 

p a r t of the time when she was in the l i t y . 

25 Q. Has she t e en a r e s i d e n t cf Sai'oiMt: re l i t y , 

S t a t e cf Maryland, for at re Chan Vm y ea r s p r i o r to 

the f i l i n g of ***• e u i t t 

A. Yes; froM ckiiikofcdU 

2% %. Are t] ere an} c h i l d r e n as the r e s u l t of t h i s 

marr iage? 

A. *c s i r . 

» 



MP , 

Do you know or can you st-^te any o t h e r m a t t e r 

o r t h i n g fchat nay !>? to thfl "benefit o r adtamtag* of f-.he 

p a r t i e s to *hl • ralt| o r e i t h e r of the™, or tfeat nsy he 

k«ri*3 |« .-he ei?.b,1ect of t h i s , ym*r M M i U t t l l i o r t he 

( i n in rr-'-*xXUyn t etween *:he t>s*rfci*«? I f S'--, f t a t t 

the same f " l l y >^K! 

A.—• 

y cU^^J^Ada-uCb. 



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request 

of the Solicitor of the. 

closed the depositions taken in said cause anoVnow retUjUT them closed under my 

hand and seal, on this Arj^fcfC- day of/ 

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and ^^iZ^U^OL^4.\'.&&£?...'.. at 

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland^ 

(SEAL). 
Examiner. 

There are„!7£vLi. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit: 

Plaintiff's Exhibit....^. 

Defendant's Exhibit 
/ 

Q^^i^^UissiCl.. 
' jf Examiner. 

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify ,that I was employed in assigning 

a day, and taking the said depositions upon L/4/2>. days, on^^r^^ . 

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff , and on .(^Z?<?!?^rrrr. 

by the Defendant 
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No 
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h Order Filed day 

Report Filed L day 



- . _ „ M | ;• - -, J | • - ' 

IN THE 

Circuit Court 
vs. 

OF 

BALTIMORE CITY 

Term, 19-2 J 

This case being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this... 

day of LLZZJfL , 19 that the same be and it is hereby referred to 

, Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the 

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon. 

Report of Auditor and Master 

B i l l for olvoroo a. vinculo jaatrigoall and for tno roonwotlon of 

feor-nal&on nagoti.jMi.tij tho wlfoogalnat hor ana'baaA on taoground of 

adultery. Code Art. 16 BOOB. 3.7-42. 

I)efejadant...sj3mmonft _ _ 

P la in t i f f ' • residence in Baltimore City for more than two years 

proven. 
fho Marriageproven.. 

The adultery proven. 

_ A....d..e.c.re..e. pro. c.QM.e.s a.Q.....w.as....passed...against... the de.fendant.and-.more.. 
than thirty days have since elapsed. 

Case roady for dooroo* 

A XX&tjeL&JZ 
Auditor and Master. 

June 1„ 192.5... 

ti.jMi.tij
de.fendant.and-


Or/ 

CIRCUIT COURT 
B 159-

1925 No. Docket 

E7ELYM:..0FF0HJ). 

CHARLES OXFORD 

fiecbrdei -

%mn of ittiflm 

B No. HM£:.. 

VcdcC f '/f* J 

\ 

The within is a proper decree to be passed 
in this case. 

Tk^dAl^ 
Auditor and Master. 



Decree of Divorce 
IN THE 

EVELYB OFFORD Circuit Court 

vs. 
OF 

BALTIMORE CITY 

CHARLES OFFQRE. Term, 19. 

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the 

Court read and considered. 

\ / l t is thereupon, t h i s . . < £ x k ^ . . * ^ ! ^ day ot....Jc^±^^^. , A. D...19.25 

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said 

;~.'.-m.-..?. - - * - - - - - * I r t lya Offordt - - - - - - « • , - . - , - - / , - , , 

the above named Complainant be and She is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the 

Defendant, . : t ^ f . . „ | » i i . j ^ ^ i i f . . r 0 J f | , O j r t L J » 

ATO IT 1 ^ 

hereby authorized^^^ 

And it is further Ordered, That the said 7... 

pay the cost of this proceeding. 

..T.-^afsndant 

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19. 


