


EVELYN OFFORD : I§ THE CIRCUIT COURT
vs. OF
CHARTES OFFORD : : BALTIMORE CITY.

T0 THE HOHNORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Oratrix compleining respectfunlly represents:
I. " That she was married to her husband, Charles 0fford on
or ahout the 2nd dsy of October,I920 and that they lived together
as msn and wife until the 27th day of Janusry,1923 when the de-
fendant deserted the plaintiff,
Ze That ever since said marriage your Oratrix has behaved
herself s a fzithful, chaste and affectionate wife toward the
sgid Charles Cfford. .
Be That the said Charles O0fford has on divers days and
times since seid merriage, committed the orime of gdnltery with
divers, lewd and abandoned women in Baltimore City, whose names
to your Oratrix are unknown., and said offense has not heen
éondored Y your Oretrix,
4, That your Oratrix has not lived or cohabited with the

seid defendent since ghe discovered his said sdnlteries.

B. Thet there are no children born &8s issue of said
marriage.
6o That both your Oratrix._and the defendant ere citizeng

of the State of Marylarnd, having resided in Baltimore City for

more then three years prior to the £4i1in8 of this bill. |

e Your Oro~trix further states that she is without means
to defray the expenses 0f this snit and avers that the defendant

is employed end is mslking about thirty dollers per week. She is
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The State of Maryland
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of Baltlmore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the time

limited by law beginning on the second Monday of March ' next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

- Evelyn Offord ! o

A . .
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against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF f{ail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the 12 day of Januery 192 5
Issued the _ 3" day of MNarch , in the year 192 §

ol £l

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s Office,
room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore Cxty, within fifteen days after
return day.

(General Equity Rules 11)
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[Decree Pro Confesso|

é‘ IN THE

Circuit Court

Us ¥

Oor

BALTIMORE CITY.

| %M . Tderm, 1925

The Defendant having been duly summoned (netified-by-Order-of-Pubtication} to appear to
the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,
(s#id-Order))

24 '
It is thereupon-this . day of== in the year nineteen
hundred and twenty %/\e/ by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and
is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what
relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this
Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.,
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In the Circuit Court,. ...

OF BALTIMORE CITY
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-------------------------------------------------------------- In the Cieenit Couetpo

Q‘ Z’ . OF BALTIMORE CITY.
e e W .....

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the..... =27

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY\'/SAPPIL C}"’l“()l\", one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by
virtyre of an order of the above,named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

7. A 19:?-53 met on

the.

A in the year nineteen

hundred and

””
Al }Z{/“*’at my office, in the city of Baltimore, in the State
of Maryland, and assigned the........... W ..... day of..zw ...........

in the same year at.«@ 2 oo o’clock in the... dL4L€7 T....noon and the
office of ... LA Mt%m the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

- - - - v
having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor................... of the
.......................... ﬁ/ Lo oo tO take the following depositions, that

W/ /

1s to say:—
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Offore,
Ve
Qfford.

Testimeny taken at thac office of lir. Davis,
Rgrtimere, Maryilané, Aprii 30th., 19295,
at-one O'clccl P, M,

Evelyn O°ford, the Plaintiff in this case,
prcduced on ker cwn behalf, having been first duly
gworn, depcseth znéd saith ge felleowe, thal 1s to
say:

By the axaminer:
1 9 State your name residence and cccupation?
A. DBvelyn Offord, 1319 BggthMadiscn Strect,;
laundry work.
2 @ DPo yeu kxnow the perties to this suit?
A. T em the Plaintiff end my husband 1is the De-
fendant.
By Mr. Davis:
1 Q@ V¥hen were ycu married?
A. 2nd., Ccteober 1920,
2 Q. Were you married by & Minister of the Gospel?
h. Yes,
3 Q¢ In Paltimere City
A Yes,

4 Q. By a Rejigicuws Ceregpony?
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Bvelyn Afford

A. Yes.
5 . Tave you bemn a resident of Bajtimore City,
State ¢f Maryland, for mere than twpe years prior to
the filing e¢f this suit?

A. Yes.
6 €« Are there any chijdren as the result of this
marrisge?

A. Y.
& §. Whnat wag your conduct itowards ,our husbend vwhile
jiving together; Wow did you treat him?

A. 1 treated him as & wife should tresat her husband;

the Pest I eccocujd.

8 9. Ststevhether ¢r nnt yOu-were glways a kind,

v

affecticnate ané faithfuy wife?
L, Yes.
11 R. Are the perties to this suit 1iving tcgether no w?
A, Y¢ zir.
12 §. Which 1eft the cther ; aid he 1eave Y°% cr
diéd you 1eave him?
A, I j2ft him.
1% Qe When?
A. January 1923.
14 § Ycu charge your husbend with adultery; @c ,O0u
knew anything personally about that?

Aa Ife Se



[

Bvejyn Affore.
15 Go Tejl us what you know ¢f your own persongl
kne wl e€ge; why dié you jeave him January <7th.,
19237

A.  Becsause ke was keeping company with Bertha
Frighy.

16 Q. Pid they keep company before tha t?

A. Yes; ever since we were merried; I jeft
him three Menths after I was married te him.
17 Q@ Way?

A. Pecause e was gCing with her andspending
211 of his time there and alsC he was buying her
presents.

18 Q. After you left him,- where were jcu 1iving
with your hausbané the secend time?

A. 428 Werth Spring Street.

19 4. After ycu left him whe mcved intc the
house?

A. FPertha Frisbhy.

20 §. DPid ycu see them 1iving togethsr as hucgband end wie
wife?

Ae Yess
291 Q. Was thwere a chiié born te Berthe Frigby after sou
1eft ycur hushand?

A. Yes.

oo Q. Tiad you ever see your husbend with the child?



A Yes. Evelyn Afford.
25 R, Yes. Where have you seen him with 1t?
A. I neve seen him with it in his arms.
24 Q. Pid you ever g0 to the house where they were
living?
A, Yes,.
25 Q. Way éi¢ you ge there?
A. T vent tc gee if we coulé gnt come O gOme
understanding.
26 Q. Vas Ber tha Frisby there?
A, Yeg.
27 Q. What d¢id he say?
A. He sald that there was'nt any need cf me com=

ing saying anything, becau:re he wee going his wife voing

-as he pleased.

28 Q. Weere is he 1iving'how?
A, On Parnes Street,
29 G  Whe iz living there with nim?
g, Rertha Frisby
%0 Q. Have they any chiléren there?
A, Yes; a]11 the chiléren ere there.
31 €. Whet chi) éren?
A. Three children,
32 G. Wnat name éc they =0 by.
A. Unpder the name of Trisby, the big ¢ones but I

éo not knew the nawme ¢f the other.



3 2 q;.

Eveiyn Affore.

Do any of the children that they have

there, usze his name?

A
34 Q,.

Yes, the first one is names Charles Afferd.

While living with your hushend vhen ycu went to

Church with him, what woeuld he do?

A

Sometimes he sent me home and ke would go

over and g¢ hcme with Bertha; He would meke me

gC up ths gtrect, and he wiule g¢ the g tlher

way with Ferthe.

35 Q.

Since you discovered his adultcer y with Ber-

tha Frishby in January 19cd, have ycu lived or

cohabited with your husbzné?

A.
36 Q.
name?
A,
37 Q.

A.

Ve sir, I have ne t.

Do you wigh tc resume the uge of your maiden

Yes.
What is your mziden name?

Maceye.



GENERAL QUEIBYION

Do you know or can you state any other matter
or thing that may be te the henefit nr advantace nf the
partises to this onit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subjeot o this, your examinstion, or the
matters in guestion h etween the parties? If sn, state

the same fully t,large in your answers



‘ Ilaz Hidout, & witness of 1awful afe, preductd
on behalf ¢f the Plaintiff, Yeving been first dupy
'swﬁrn, depc ecth znd saith ag follows, that is to
say.

By the kxaminer:
1 % 8trte your neme residence and cceupation?
A. Teéa Ridout, 1319 Eagt Maciscy Street; houge
)
2 G D¢ ¥ou Xnow the parties tc this suit?
L. Yeg,
Ry ¥p, Davis:
1 & She is yuur stup=daughter.
A, Yes. |
2 Go Were ,ou present at thewwedding?
A, Yo, but they were mzrried froamy mome.
3 &e Di€ drg. Afferd -nd her husbendé live Tegether as

husband ané wife?

4 ¢, Did they hold themselves cui in the cemmunity
as husﬁamé and wife, &néd 1s their reputation
that ¢f husgbané ané wifle? | S
Ae  Yege
5 Qe Mrs. OMfc 6@ testified that she 1eft her husbend
January 27th., 1925; whal do yGu onW'ahout that?

Why did she 1eave?



Iés Ridout,

2. Sne 1éft hecause of his attenticng to Ber-
tha Frishy, =né she came to his home vaen he sot
reagy for her to ccme there,

6 @, Eertha Frisby?

A. Yes, Berthe Frisby, and while this wife was
there, and the wife c¢bjected te her coming there; of
course, that was the beginning of the @isturbence.
7 Qe Afterthe separation in January 27th., 1923,
did you accompany Mrs. Offc€é tc her husband's
home?

A. Yes.

8 §. What éid jcu see when you went there?

A, I gaw Mr. Qfford and z]sc Bertha Frisby
there.

9 Q. Dié ycu have eny conversation with Afford?

A, Yeg; we did,

10 ¢, Wmat wae that conversatien?

A. I teci1d him that I cawe te try to reconcile
wim ané kis wife, and he saié I had'nt anything
te do with it, that there was'nt any sense in coming

there after him beczuse he knew what he was going to

do, =zné that he was egcing tc continue on as he wag

going, and my ceoming there was useless.



Idg Ridout,

11 Q. Yow, after Rrs._CEford 13t her musbané in
January 1925 , whe m=¢ved intc the nouge?

&, Thig Rertha giri,.
12 €& Do yru mean thai ke is living there as husband'
and wife?

b, Yes,
1% & They are net 1iving in thei acuge now?

A No, they wen:t on Rarhes Street; he éié.

14 Q. Wke is living there with hiw?

A. Rertha her hushand, M¥r. Offerd, and the
ehiléren. |
15 8. Do yew wegn vt ghe hag chil dren.

'

&, Yes.
16 §. 3By whom?

4. Py Offerd.
17 @ Do yru knew Bow many chiléren?

A. Three, I think.
18 4. Have ycu seen kim with any ¢f the chijdren?

A, I have gzen tw of them.

w

19 Q. Wit nim?

A Mo, neh itk him, !

0 Qe Heve Jtu o evelr geen hir take Berthe Prishy

from Vhurch?



10

Ids Ridout.

As  Ho, because I dig nn£ vigit that Church.,
21 €.  Waat wag Mre. tffcré's cenduct teverds her rusband
vhiile living together; how Zi¢ ghe treat him?

A. Bhe treagted him as & ﬁife. -
22 Q. Kiné affectipnate and faithfui uife?

A, Yes.
2% Q. Dié ghe pgive BRim any ceuse or rezsgon for
covmitting this adultery with Perths Prisby?

Ao Ve sir,

24 Q. ¥Hae che lived with him or condonéd his ~ﬁ 
offense c¢f zdultery gince she digcovered it in
January 15737 |

Ao We ziry she Yoz veon et ow) rewe the best
part of the time when she was in the Cify.
25 9. Has che hecn a resiéent of Baltimere Zity,
State I Maryleand, for mre than tuc yearls pricr to
the filing cf this guit? T
g; T

- As Yag; frem chiidhood,

26 4. Are There wn} chiléren es the result of this

marricge?

. Ao ‘-\Tc\ ;-;il".



GEVERAL QUETBYION

Do you know or can vou state any other matter
or thing that msy be t0 tha benefit sr advantacse aof the
parties to this suit, or either of Lthem, or that may bhe
miterial to the subject of this, your examination, or the

natters in gque b etween the varkties? If s~, ctate

the same fully t large in vaur answers

A. -



No other witnesses being named or produced be¢fore me, I then, at the request

hand and seal, on this.

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and
City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland
y......... (SEAL).

Examiner.

TROIR ALE T e smeecsimserrosomnsesionsionsimposeiitiasis Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Phistifl’s........ Exhibit.-../ ...............................................................................................
Defendant’s................ T SR RORR RO S e G = 11090 SR U SO

xXaminer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions were taken, do hereby certify :that I was empltz;tizin/assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon...... B days oS BV
of which I was employed by the Plaintiff........._._. MCT R —— Cotehr ..

by the Defendant................ieeens




Order of Reference
: and Report

Order Filed.........day of.....
"
Report Filed......{.......dday of L \VEY .
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IN THE

Circuit Court

/ OF

BALTIMORE CITY

D T R /: %«’%{/ I

This case being sn%ﬁtw, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this \Qé_ el @

, 1979, that the same be and it is hereby referred to

W A" ¢ &7’@ , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

.;./(Z’// V7 f’% Jj;/ﬂ "

_ /
Report of Auditor and Master

day of

Bill for divorce & vinculo matrimonii and for the resumption of

her maiden name filed by the wife against her husband on the ground of
adultery. Cod,e Art. 16 secs. 37-42,

Plaintiff's residence in Baltimore City for more than two years.

proven,

The marriage proven.

The adultery proven,

A _decree pro confesso was passed against the defendant and.more.
than thirty days have since elapsed.

Case ready for decree,

ey Tk NSRS razd 13 Cps -

Auditor and Msaster.

June 1, 1925,
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CIRCUIT COURT.,
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Aerree of Divorre

B No.NO [ L.t ..

AF

' 7 . 4 a_'f,'—? b
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The within is a proper decree to be passed |

in this case.

/1 /AN
L ALTATA S T

-

Auditor and Master.




Decree of Divorce

IN THE

_________________ . EEmmorrRd |  Circuit Court

OF
CH«&RLESOFFORD) _____________________________________________________________ Term, 19.........

/

V8.
BALTIMORE CITY

This cause standing ready for hearing' and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered. / / /7

It is thereupon, this..(\/ / A-C & ... day of ...~ ZAZC’" ................... , A. D..1925

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said
mmm e m e =~ === = Bvelyn Offord = = = = = = = = = = = = = = .
the above named Complainant be and She is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the
Defendant, .the said Charles .Offord, .

__AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said compla.inant be and she is

! hereby authorized to resume her maiden name,--Evelyn Mason,

And it is further Ordered, That the said . = = defenda.nt---?--/-f----
pay the cost of this proceeding. _ > =/ P
LA r 7P L7

FORM 4—bM—1-1-19.




