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SAMUEL KEYS : IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

vs. : OF

LOUISE KEYS : BALTIMORE CITY

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT:

Your Orator complaining r e spec t fu l ly r e p r e s e n t s :

I . That he was married to h i s wife,Louise Keys, on the

31st day of October 1917 and with whom he res ided u n t i l the 9th

day of July,1923 when the defendant deser ted the p l a i n t i f f .

2» That though the conduct of your Orator toward the said

Louise Keys, has always been kind, a f f ec t iona te and above reproach

she ha s , without any j u s t cause or reason, abandoned and desert1-

ed him and has declared he r i n t e n t i o n s to l i v e with him no longer

and tha t such abandonment has continued un in te r rup ted ly for more

than three years and i s d e l i b e r a t e and f ina l and the separa t ion

of the p a r t i e s i s beyond any reasonable expectat ion of r e c o n c i l i a -

tion.

3. That your Orator has not lived or co-hab ited with the

said defendant since said desertion.

4. That there are no children born as issue of said marr-

iage.

5. That both your Orator and the defendant are citizens

of the State of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for

more than three years prior to the filing of this Bill of Com-

plaint.



TO THE END,THEREFORE:

(ai That your Orator may be divorced A Vinculo Matrimonii

from the said Louise Keys.

(b) That he may have such other and further relief as his

case may require.

May it please your Honor to grant unto your Orator

the Writ of Subpoena directed against the said Louise Keys,

commanding and requiring her to be and appear in this Court

on some day certain to be named therii to answer the premises

and abide by and perform such decree or order as may be passed

therein.

AND as in duty bound,etc.

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
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Form 18—BM

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses,_set aside, you do within the time limited

by law, beginning on the second Monday of December next

cause an appearance to be entered/or you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

City, the 8" day of HOVember 192 £

Issued the / o ' day of November ", in the year 192 6

Clerk
/ •

MEMORANDUM: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's Office, room 206,
in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11)
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[Decree Pro Confesso]

/

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Term, IQ2 £

The Defendant having been duly summoned (aotifiod by Order1 of Publication) to appear to

the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear thereto, according to the exigency of the writ,

(said Order).

It is thereupon this </ / day of " i i w t w w " ^ ^e y e a r nineteen

hundred and twenty /QAA^. by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and

DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the bill of Complaint be and

is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant. But because it doth not certainly appear to what

relief the Plaintiff is entitled, it is further Adjudged, and Ordered, that one of the Examiners of this

Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the bill.
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_ Samu e 1 Ke y.s

vs.

IiOuise Keys.

3 n tb? GItrnttt Olnurt
OF BALTIMORE CITY

.A..decre.e..pr.o...cpnfes3.o..iiavi»^..p.9!B.9.e(i..

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the ...P

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, one

the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

.3.L3.1i day of December j 19..26., met on

the 3rd day of J.a#uary in the year nineteen

hundred and twenty- aeT(???. , at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the

State of Maryland, and assigned the .4.*^ day of January.

in the same year at ihx.ee. o'clock in the ~...®.r_ noon and the

office of ? ^ . . ^ a m i n e r i n t h e C i t y a n d g t a t e

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

P-kaiiBtiff.. ; to take the following depositions, that

is to say:



TESTIMONY taken at the office of George Arnold '"'rick

3xaminer on Tuesday, January 4th, 1927, at three o'clock

in che afternoon.

Present: J. Steward Davis, Counsel for Plaintiff.

Thereupon:

SA1.IUEL KRYo, the plaintiff, produced as a v/itnees

on his own behalf, being first duly sworn, deposeth and

saith as follows, that is to say -

BY THE T2XAMINSR:

1 Q- State your name, residence and occupation?

A- Samuel Keys, 1538 HcGollough Streec, \raiter.

2 Q- You are the plaintiff in this proceeding?

A- Yes, sir.

3 Q- How long have you known your wife, the defendant?

A- About twelve years.

BY L1R.DAVIS:

4 Q- When were you married?

A- I was married October 31st, 1917.

5 Q- Where?

A- Alexandria, Virginia by a minister of t:he Gospel,

-1-



Samuel Keys.

6 Q- How long did you and Mrs.Keys live together?

A- We separated July 9th, 1923.

7 Q- Which left the other?

A- She left me.

8 Q- Hov; did it happen?

A- I came home from work one afternoon and when I

walked in the house I noticed some of the things were

missing, such as her clothes and the likes. I v/ent to

the wardrobe and everything was gone. She didn't leave

any note or anything*

9 Q.- Did you remain at the house?

A- I lived there until the next February, 19E4.

10 <J- Did she ever return to you?

A- Ho, she never came back.

11 Q- Have you seen her since the separation?

A- Yes, sir.

12 Q- What has she said to you, if anything?

A- I saw her sev-ral times and she wouldn't speak.

One day I met her and I asked her if she didn't expect

to come back to me and she said "No, never."

13 Q,- Did she say that more than once?

A- Yes, sir, several ~imes. Then I didn't see her no

more until we were in Coxurt and the lawyer asked her if

she expected to return to me and she said "no, never."

14 Q- Hov; did you treat your wife?

A- I was as nice as I could be. Did all I could for

her.
-2-



Samuel Keys.

15 Q,- Virere you always kind and affectionate and Wu-s

your conduct above reproach?

A- Yes, s i r .

16 Q- 2 id you always sup-port her?

A- Yes, sir.

17 Q- -̂ id you give her any cause to leave you?

A- Not to my knowledge.

13 Q- Has the separation continued uninterruptedly for

more than three years prior to the filing of this bill

of complaint?

A- Yes, sir.

19 ̂ - And it was her own deliberate and final act?

A- ies, sir.

20 Q- Is there any possible hope of a reconciliation?

A- Never, no.

21 Q- Have you lived or cohabited with her since she

left you?

A- Absolutely, no.

22 3- Were there any children born of your marriage?

A- ITo children.

23 Q- You are a resident of the City of Baltimore and

State of Maryland and have been a resident for more than

two years:'prior to the filing of this suit?

A- Yes, sir.

24 Q- And your wife is also a resident of the City of

Baltimore and State of Maryland and has been a resident

-3-



Samuel Keys

for more than two years pfior to the filing of this

suit?

A- Yes, sir.

-4-



QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing

that may "be of "benefit or advantage to the parties to this

suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-

ject of this your examination or the matters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer

-5-



EDGAR MAMS, a witness of lawful age, produced or),

behalf of the plaintiff, "being first duly sworn, deposeth

and saith as follows, that is to say -

BY THE .'ilXAMIHER:

1 Q,- State your name, residence and occupation?

A- Edgar G?.Harms, 1505 North IJount Street, '.raî er.

2 £- Do you know the parties to this suit?

A- Yes, sir.

3 Z- How long have you known them?

A- About six or seven years.

BY MR.DAVIS:

4 Q- You were not present a t the wedding of Mr. and LIvs.

Keys?

A- Ho.

5 Q,- You know that they were ma-ried, lived together as

man and wife and held themselves out as man and wife?

A- Yes, sir.

6 Q- Did ycu visit them?

A- Once or twice a month.

7 Q.- They separated July 9th, 1923? Is that correct?

A- That's correct.

8 ^- Bid he leave her or did she leave him?

A- Mrs.Keys left Mr.Keys.

9 Q- How do you know that?

-6-



Edgar Manns

A- I went home with him that afternoon. He cold me

that she had gone and that she had taken ever;/thing with

her. I went in and looked arcund with him and sure enough

she had taken everything. He asked me what he should do

and I said I didn't know.

10 Q,- Did Mr.Keys continue Co live there?

A- Yeo, sir, for sometime.

11 Q- Did she ever..return?

A- No, sir.

12 Q- Have you seen her since she left?

A- Yes.

13 Q- Did sue ever say she wished to return?

A- No, sir. She didn't say anything at all about that.

14 Q- How did Mr.Keys treat her?

A- Very good.

15 Q- Was he kind and affectionate and was his conduct

above reproach?

A- Yes, sir.

16 Q- Did he give her any cause for her to abandon him?

A- Not to my knowledge.

17 Q- Has the separation continued uninterruptedly since

July 9th, 1923?

A- Yes, sir.

18 Q- V'as it her own deliberate and final act?

A- Yes, sir.

19 Q.- Is there any hope or a reconciliation?

-7-



3dgar Manns.

A- Not to my knowledge.

20 Q- Has he cohabited or lived with his wife since she

left him?

A- No, sir.

21 Q,- V.'ere there any children born of their marriage?

A- Ho , sir .

22 Q- Mr.Keys is a resident of the City of Baltimore and

the State of Maryland and has "been for more than three

years prior to the filing of this suit?

A- Yes, sir.

23 Q- Is she a resident of Baltimore and the State of

Maryland and has she been for more than threj years prior

to the filing of this suit?

A- Yes, sir.

-8-



QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing

that may be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this

suit or either of them or that may be. material to the sub-

ject of this your examination or the matters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your answer

Answer:^/

-9-
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No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the

request of the Solicitor of the

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal on this ?w.6-!-.f til day of

.F.ebxuary. ....y//....in the year of our Lord^ineteen hundred

twenty-....?.?.7.?° at the/fit^of Baltimĉ fV; in

j StfAL )
Examiner. l "~v~''

There are ?.?. Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit

Defendant's Exhibit

I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, the Examiner before whom the forego-

ing depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a

day and taking the said depositions upon..... .^9...^ days, on .b.Q.tlv

of which I was employed by the plaintiff

by the defendant

Examiner.
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IN THE

Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

This case beiog^submitted, without argument,' it is ordered by the Court, this.

day $y. L /^^Z^^ fe^^ r - , 19 y , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

, Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

. -,, pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Bill for divorce a vinculo matrimonii filed by the husband

against his wife on the ground of abandonment. Code Art. 16, Sec.

57-52.

Defendant summoned but failed to answer. '

Plaintiff's residence in Baltimore City for more than two years

prior to the filing of the bill proven..

The marriage proven. :

Abandonment uninterruptedly for three years, its finality and

the irreconcilability of the parties proven.

npppflfi pro cnnfesso was passed against the defendant and more

than thirty days have since elapsed.

Case ready for decree-

February 25, 1927 Auditor and Ma s
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this case.
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DECREE OF DIVORCE.

.SAMUEL. KEYS.

IN THE

VS.

.LOUISE..KEYS.

OF

BALTIMORE CITY,

January. Term, 192.7..

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court

read and considered. p, ^

It is thereupon^ this "L...I. day < r f . f c ^ ? ^ ^ £ ^ ^ V ^ , A. D.

by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, thabahe said

1-------..-.-..-..-.--..-.---™^^^

the above named Complainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, .___JLQJJISE._KEXS

And it is Further Ordered, That the said.—C£anplaln3n.t*..£afflUel..Key.a,.
pay the cost of this proceeding.


