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Oliver M, Spence

3

IN THE CIRCUIT GOURT
Vs, NO. 2
BALTIMORE CITY,

Mattie Spence

3
—=-10 THE_HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT; __

Your Orator complaining respectfully says:
FIRST: Thet the parties hereto were married
in Baltimore City, State of Maryland, on or sbout the 16th
day of March 1917, and lived together as man and wife until
on or about the lst day of September 1919,
SECOND: That both parties ere residents of
Baltimore City, State of Maryland, and have been for more
then two years prior to the filing of this Bill of Compleint,
THIRD: Theat the defendant has on divers dsys
and times since the said merriege, committed the crime of
adultery in Baltimore City, with divers lewd men, whose names
will be disclcsed on the dey of trial, snd that the said acts
were committed without his procurement, connivance, or consent,
end that he hes not lived or co-habited with the defendent sin-
ce he discdbvered the same,
FOURTH: That the conduct of your Orator during
and since the said msrriage, has been above reproach in ell re-

spects having elways been a kind and effectionate husband to

the ssid defendant,
FIFTH: That there are two children as issue of
said marriage, Golda Spence aged three years and Daniel Spence

aged one yeer - five months respectively, )




WHEREFORE YOUR ORATOR:<PRAYS:

ae b divorce, A Vinculo Matrimonii,
from the defendant,

-£- The caere and custody of the minor
children, |

-C- Such other end further relief as

the case mey require,

May it pleese your Honor, to grsnt unto your

Crator, the writ of subpoena, directed unto the said
defendant, commanding her to be and sppear in this Court,
in person or solicitor, on some day certain to be therein

nemed and perform such decree as may be passed in the

premises,

[ o
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

5 Mot B

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE CgMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you be in your person before
the Cir fyj No. %ot Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the second Monday of

192.0.., to answer the complaint of

N / |

against vou in said Court exhibited,
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer to the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A. S(/)?R, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

City, the \//g day of.
Issued the /7' ........ day of %/ A//a 4/(// /( ) 2 m&vem 192 @

19-4

Clerk.
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SUMMONED:

‘‘Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above Writ is not 1equ11ed but unless
within sueh number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentioned
suit a judgment by default may be entered against youn.”’

“The Defendant is required to file his “Answer or other Defense in the Clerk’s Office within
fifteen days after the return day.’’.
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you be in your person before
the Qireuiy Qomrt Wo. 2 of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the second Monday of
................................................................ , 192.0..., to answer the complaint of

(DT A

Ol \%W

against you in said Court exhibited,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer to the contrary at your peril

WITNISS, the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

i} : w
City, the \ ?v day of...... XM , 192 0

o
\ /1 " .
Issued the day of . NAANMAAMYN.. .

Clerk.
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SUMMONED:

‘“Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above Writ is not required; but unless
within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentioned
suit a judgment by default may be entered against you.”’

“The Defendant is required to file his Answer or other Defense in the Clerk’s Office ivithin
fifteen days after the return day.”’

TRURB COPY TEST
\
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of .Maryland

o ' Wmﬁ}wu/

of 'JBaltlmore Glt’Q, Greeting:

WE Cﬁ?MMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you be in your person before

the Cir C?% of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the second Monday of
ey 192,00, to answer the complaint of .

vy [ .

against you in said Court exhibited,
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer to the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable BIORBISA
City, the "///' / : day of.,
Issued the 93 ..................... day of

)PER, Chief Jddge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

, 1920

%1 the vear ]‘)? SMA

Clerk.

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SUMMONED:

““Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above Writ is not required; but unless
within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentioned
suit a judgment by default may be entered against you.”’

“The Defendant is required to file his Answer or other Defense in the Clerk’s Office within
fifteen days after the return day.”’
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of JBaitimore City, Greeting:

W]L COMMA\TD AND ENJOI\.T YOU That all excuses set aside, you be in your person bef01e

97...0......, to answer the comp]amt of

A (\(\

against vou in said Court exhibited,
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer to the COIltlle at your peril:

\VITNLSS the Honorable MORhIS
1 )
City, the day of...4

Issued the (L’,) : day of..

Clerk.
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SUMMONED:

‘‘Personal attendance in Cowrt on the day named in the above Writ is not required; but unless
within such number of days thereafter as ‘he law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentmned
suit a judgment by default may be entered against you.”’

““The Defendant is required to file his Answer or other Defense in the Clerk’s Office \\1thu'
fifteen days after the return day.”’

TRUE OOP ‘
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you be in your person before

th;(grcuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the second Monday of

Ko rees ,192.Q.., to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited,
HEREOF fail not as you will answer to the contrary at your peril:

WlTNI“SS the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Sup1 eme Bonch of Baltimore
City, the J . . day of.. 7/ VULAAS, ‘&‘4\ , 192 O

@ fz/thw-u 192 O

Issued the XM d day ot ............... [f.QRALLA ALY

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SUMMONED:

: ““Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above Writ is not required; but unless
within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentioned
suit a judgment by default may be entered against you.”’

“The Defendant.is required to file his Answer or other Defense in the Clerk’s Office within
fifteen days after the return day.”’
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EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland |

of'JBaltimore Tity, Greeting:

. COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you be in your person before
Court No.\® of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the second Monday of

W

oy 192,82, to answer the complaint of

W M

. against you in said Court exhibited,
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer to the contrary at your peril: '

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A’]ﬁOPER’ Chgef Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore
City, the — day of. AR Y A ,“192 o 7

, 1/& Ehe yeargl.()Q O

Issued the. ?p SSURRIOON ¢ £: 4 0 §

Clerk.
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SUMMONED:

“‘Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above Writ is not required; but unless
within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentioned
suit a judgment by default may be entered against you.”’

““The Defendant is required to file his Answer or other Defense in the Clerk’s Office within
fifteen days after the return day.””
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EQUITY SUBPOENA ’

The' State of Maryland

Y 2

..... /cf"/éZ x/e/%ow/./ /K

............................

of Baltimore City, Greeting:

WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, Thexcuses set aside, von do within the time limited

by law, begmnmg on the second Monday of KAl K7y, . , hext, cause an

appearance to be entered for you, and your Mswgr to be filed to the Complalnt of

«/g‘/ﬂm ‘-/// ﬁ/rom/u?/

against you exhibited in the CIRCTUIT COURT NO. 2 OF BALTIMORE CITY.
HEREOT fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNEQS the Honox -1b1e MORRIS f\x/DPER Chief Judge Of, the §upreme Bench of Baltimore .
City, the f ' day of UL A , 192 ©

Issued the A day of.... CULAA Y, . in the yea1 192/

”(//f»L e cort,

Clerk.
MEMORANDUM:

You are required to file your Answer or other defence in the Clerk’s Office, Room No. 235, in the

Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen days after the return day.  (Qeneral Equity Rule 11.)



[DECREE PRO CONFESSO.]

[N

IN THE

w | Circuit Court No.

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

{1/ . e Term 192/

The Defendant..........................._ .......... SRR /S SNOTOPISSSRSRES S S having been duly

summoned (neﬁﬁed—by—@fdcr-of—lzﬁbhczﬂ'on) to 1ppear to the Bill of Complaint and havmg iled to appear thereto, accord-

ing to the exigency of the writ (said Order).j ..... A A ~ZA

in the year nineteen hundred

and.... A« ity ApJUDGED ORDERED and DECREED,

that the complainant is entitled to.relief in the premises, arid that the Bill of Complaint;be and is hereby taken pro confesso

against said defendant

But because it doth not certainly appear to what relief the plaintiff is entitled, it is further ADJUDGED and ORDERED,

that one of the Examiners of this Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the Bill.

N. Qettan Plicog-

STATE OF MARYLAND, BALTIMO
I Herery CERTIFY That on thisTy, .o . .day of... . LECEl AT ) 1902/ before the
Baltimorle. Clty, personally

- subscriber, a

appeared ............ the plaintif  in this action, and

made oath in due form of law that the defendant is not in the

military service of the United States.

G Bl e



Ct. Ct. No. 2.

as'dl
F r
1
i
!
1

i /—/j'a

]
192 Docket. o2 7 3 _

e

! Decree Pro Confesso k
)

'%

r j\'7»7¢

v el

Z
(]
~3
2
(Y
N




e

G e D &

poc. 13 430
. 19cd
IN THE CIRcuUIT COURT
No 2.

OF BALTIMORE CITY"

e

PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT
EXAMINER No...Z
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IN THE CIRcUIT COURT
No..g. .......................... .

OF BALTIMORE CITY:

Dt Foeunsc

————
—————

PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT
EXAMINER No.%

————————

No./}?«fdjg B

FILED WITH THE EXAMINER
Tk § 192

A. deR. SAPPINGTON
EXAMINER










Order of Reference |
and Report

- Order Filed ..Z.9 .d‘ay of WA927 L
Report Filed / 7 day of s//ﬂ/f/‘ﬂ/f%/(‘ ,




IN THE

Girrwit Gourt No. 2

OF _
BALTIMORE CITY "

Term, we /] 7 | =S

Wmhmltt d, without ar gument it is ordered by the Court, this........ D
f W |

day 0 , 192 / , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

%/wﬂﬂw '{

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon

ﬂ/& — , Eisq., Auditor and Master, to report}the

Report of':'lAuditor and Master

Bill. filed hy..hnshand 9ggﬁnqt wifecfor. . divorce A Yinculo

Matrimonii for adultery of defendant and custody. of. twe.minor.children.
.Codé Article 16, Section. Z6,

Defendant summoned,. no.answer, . decree.Pro.Confesso.,. .thirty

days elapsed

Proof..shows.marriage,oresidence..and..ednl tery..of dom i

fendant.. . . The. twoe.minor.children.to. be. awsrded the. plaintiff. .|

ready.for decree.

Anditor. and. Mastera
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This is a proper decree.

DECREE OF DIVORCE.

\ IN THE

Qliver. M. Spence

Ciccuit Court Mo. 2

. : . vs.
f . : OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Mattie. Spence

o e March . TErw, 1921

This. cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

+Court read and considered. - : é E | ‘ : .
It is.thereupon, this | _ / / day of March. . , Anno

Domini; one thousand nine hundred and...tweniy=one by the Circurr Courr No. 2

Audl&OI_‘ and -M’Ea's*ﬁer;"

or Bavrimore Crry, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said Oliver M. Spence

the above named complainant be, and he is ‘hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII -

from the defendant. Mattie Spence:; and .that the two minor children, Golda and

Daniel Sypence, be awarded the plaintiff.,

And it 1s further Ordered, that the said.....plaintiff

pay the cost of this proceeding. }L/ ' W %;D/ N
. fneerd

| I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Circuit
- S S e T e T gart No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby

certify that the above is a true copy of the
decree taken from the record of proceed-
ings in said cause.

In Testimony WaEereor, 1 hereunto set my
hand and affix the seal of the said Court,
this day of e 192

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore Cit,.
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OLIViR SPrNCE IN CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2
V8 OF

HATTIE SPuICE BALTIMORs CITY.

-------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
Th.e petition of Lattie Spence in the zbove entitled case,
respectfully shows: , .

FIRST, That Oliver Spence filed_ﬁi:lﬁiﬁay oéPEEZO
@ bill for Divorce A Vinculo from your petitioner, 2lleging adule-
tery.

. SACOMD, On the b day ofﬁW"”b% decree pro confesso
vas filed and on the \é day ofétﬁ-ﬂ*>depositions were taken.

THIRD, On the 17th. day of swarch 1921, & decree de-
vorcing Uliver Spence irom your petitioner und granting unto Oli=
ver Spence the custody of Golds and Vaniel Spence was sizned by
this Honorable Gourt.

FOURTH, That during the coqtinuance of the zfore-
mentioned proceeding, the szid Oliver Spence contirued to visit
your petitioner and to co~habit vith your petitioner frequently;
and that upon being summoned in the aforementioned proceeding,
your pctitianer questioned the zforementioned Oliver Spence cs
to the purport and mezning of the subpoena and the said Oliver
Spence answered thit he was not pursuing any such action as indi-
cited by the said subpoena and that the seid Oliver Spence advisge
ed your petitioner to ignore the sazid subpoena; that your peti-
tioner never received any notice s to the date or howr of & hear
-ing in the wforementioned csse; and not being learned in the
law and depznding entirely upon the representations of the said
Oliver Spence, your petitioner did not consaht counsel; Your ne-
titioner also relied upon the continuance of the maritsel rela-
tions as between herself and the szid Oliver Spence during the
whole time thut the aforementioned suit was pending.

LIFTH, That desiring the custody of her children and




-2

not knowing that the Court had grahted said custody to the said
Oliver Spence, tho petitioner took the children from the home of
the sister of Oliver Spence,the said Oliver Spence then cited
your petitioner for contempt of court; it was not until your pe-
titioner attended the contempt proceedings that your petitioner
knew that she had been divorced from Oliver Spence.

SIXTH, That the testimony of the said Oliver Spence
and his witnesses before the exeminer was that your petitioner
had committed adultery. Your petitioner denies this and avers
that she stands prepared to disprove any such allegations.

SEVENTH, That the testimony of the said Oliver Spence
and that of his witnesses before the examiner, was that the said
Oliver Spence, at the time of testifying and since the discovery
of the alleged adultery, had not co-habited with your petitioner.
This is untrue. Oliver Spence was at that time co=habiting with
your petitioner and did not discontinue said co-habitation until
July 1921.

BEIGHTH, That the testimony 6f the said Oliver Spence
to the effect that he was true to your petitioner. Your petition
-er is prepared to submit abundant testimony to the effect that
the conduct of the said Oliver Spence prior to March 17, 1921
was extremely adulterous.

WHEREFORE YOUR PETITIONER PRAYS:

That the decree for Divorce A Vinculo Matrimonnii

and all preceedings subsequent be stricken out.

That your petitioner be allowed to file an answer

that she may have her day in court.

Such other and further relief as the case may re-

TORNEY FOR PETITIONER.

quire.




STATE OF MARYLAND TO WIT

BALTIMORE CITY )
\\u Yt
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT ON THIS DAY OF -
1928, PEFORY ME THE SUBSCRIBHR, A NOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR BALTIZ
MORE CITY, STATE OF MARYLAND, PERSONALLY APPEARED MATTIE SPENCE,
THE COi[PLAINANT IN THE FOREGOING BILL AND LiADE OATH IN DUE FORM
OF LAV THAT THE MATTER CONTAINED IN THE SAME WAS TRUE TO THE

BEST OF HER KNOVLEDGE AND BXLIHF.

5 ~TOTARY BUBLIC. f )




/Bpon the foregoing petition and affidant it is this

7%}7 oi%éd 1922, by the Circuit Court Number 2 of Balti-

v %ﬂ/%é(m O/L/M/Ca/b{/(/l-—‘u Td/nw.r//é; 2t et h/‘7

morc City, adjudged, ordcred and dearced thatkfhe decreec & Vincu-

1o iLatrimonnii passed the 17th. day of iarch, 1921, in this cause,

togcther with the decrce Pro Confesso amt—thre—semebe ITreby stri

&LézdfkytA_¢¢d36«¢uu&

-ckemr—out and declared to be of no effect wmdess—esuse—to—thc Totr—
/i “Tusoeh

~troary be shown on or before the, day of 1922, provided & copy of

&
this order be servcd on the said Oliver Spcnce on or before the /&—-

doy of W /992,




In the Circuit Court,No.Z2

of

Beltimore (i Ly,

Oliver Spence

.

Vs,

Mettie Spence,

ANSWER TO PETITION,

»//& %Zﬁ”dﬁ~@

Mr,Clerk: !
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Oliver Spence (

) 1In the Gircuit Coult, No,2
V8, -
« ~ of
Mattie Spence '
): Baltimore City,

rd

To the Honorable, the Jﬁdge of said Court:

Your Respohdént, Oli%er Spence, in answer to the Petition
filed ageinst him, respectfully shows:

F;RST. He admits the lsﬁ, 2nd aﬁd 3rd paragraphs of ssid
Petition, |

SECOND, He most emphatically denies thr 4th, 5th,6th,7th
end 8th paragraphs in so far as any.of £he allegéfions therein
contained, may be used sgainst him, He admits however, that the
children in question, in this case were brought into Court, under
His Honor, Judge Dobler, and awarded to him after thay had been
stolen away by his wife, snd that it was celled to her sttention
that she was in contempt of Court, and she was told to leave the
the children where the Court had pleced them, and further that she
could not expect to be an adultress and retein the custody of the
children in this cause,

THIRD, He emphaticelly denies that he has cohebited with
his wife, since the 'date of separation, as named in his original
bill,

FOURTH, He denies that he committed adultery snd to the
contrary says, he was always a good, true husband to his wife,

‘ Having answered all the ellegations contained in the Peti-
tioh, filed ageinst him, in so far as he is advised is necessary,
HE RESPECTFULLY PRAYS:

Thet the Petition be dismissed,

As in duty bound, he will'ever prey,




|
|

STATE OF MARYLAND (
) TO WIT
BALTIMORE CITY (

I hereby acknowledge on this//éégy of

}%&Aﬁl{ 1022, before me the subscriber, a Notary Public, in end for

Baltimore City, State of Merylend, personally anpeared, Oliver

Spence , the Respondent in the foregoing Answer, and made oath :

in due form of law, that the metter contained in the same, was

true to the best of his knowledge and belief,

Respondent.

Notary Public
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IN THE .

Cirrnit Court No, 2

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

Ordered by the Circuit Court No. 2 of Balt1more City this <3 day of % , 194 g —

that the MW W@ Ll appear before this Court in ‘person,
on the. . /.Y f ........ day of ... @(//’ ................... , 19»6 ,at 10 o ’clock A. M., and then and there show

I/

in not obeying th%er of this Court passed on th
/L(/ﬂ/?/ 4 o LA W'

copy of this Order be served on the said %/@/ZZ

of . @ /AN, , 1929

True Copy: Test
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IN THE
@irrnit Conrt No.

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

2

Ordered by the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore C1ty thls....lez .......... day of J@/ ﬂ‘é‘- , 1923

‘that the A2CAACK. ... appear before this Court in person,,
.on the. . / 7 .......... day of. W/‘&I/ 1923 at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and there show

cause, if any he may have, wh)ghe should not be pumshed for contempt of this Honorable Court

in not obeying ifzfrder of th s Court pagsed o th ]921/,
sigandony Cfo Teis/ocly o elild:

of ./ &% %p ............... ,192 3

True Co & .'.Tést




it

. l.v‘ . !1 - -

i : D~ r 4

¢

2t e

| i) Gpon/ et G Mo 2. i
‘ ".@ﬁ'oﬁ /¢ Zecta >
y |

Pyl R
e s o X IEPORASIIC i S

o oot |

[N Ty

Q
. .»-' ‘m‘l&m»«d N

o~
&
GO Yy 3 gl b
U ‘y':b:-%ﬁ‘!.- ey
g " S el

Sz

|% . | | L 1 , O__W_/\
3 o & ™ 7779977

Y Gypc gy

BENZINGER & DINNEEN 1

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
34656 ST. PAUL PLACE '

B N '

TR

'}7;

[ o
i " 1S Sewseeas by 1755

s 31 The Daily Bocpi 7 Print, Baltimore, BId.
a /‘tvl g 5/} 4 P
= S e e P




OLI WR ¥. SPENCE
IN THE

vs
CIRCUIT COUET NO. 2 OF BALTII'ORE CITY

MATTIE SPENCE

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The petition of Oliver M., Spence resgpectfully shows unto

your Honor:

First: That on the 17th day of March, 1921, by decree of
this Court duly entered in the premiees, your petitioner was divorced from
Mattie Spence, and the custody of the two minor children born of said

marriege to wit: Gplder and Daniel Spence, was awarded to your petitioner

Second: That despite the fact that the aforesaid decree is
still in full force and effect, the said Mattie Spence has by artifice
and subterfuge, deprived your petiticner of the custody of the said two
children, and refuses +to either disélose their whereabouts or return them

to your petitioner,

Your petitioner therefore prays:

An order may be passed in the premises directing the said
battie Spence to show cause why she should not be required to comply with
the terms of said decree, and also be punished as for a contempt for her

conduct in depriving your petitioner of said children.

s Ditrss

And as in duty bound, &c.,

8011 tors for Petitioner.

O lourn 770, & posonos

¢




STATE OF MARY!AND, CITY OF BALTILORE, SCT:

I HEREBY CERTIFY, that on this /O’ZEA;,day of November,
1923, before me the subscriber a Notary Public of the dtate of Maryland,
in and for the City of Baltimore, personally appeared Oliver M. Spence,
end made oath in due form of law that the matters and faots stated in the
foregoing petition are just and true as therein stated, to the best of
his knowledge, inform2tion and belief.

As witne:s my hand and Notariasl Seal.

%\éﬂlﬁj %ﬂwf%! .

- Notary Public,




The foregoing petition and affidavit being read and considered
it is thereupon this [ 2 @é\— day of November, 1923, by the Circuit
Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, ordered that Mattie Spence be and appear in
person in this Court on the 5??76/‘ day of November, 1923, and
show cause if any she hath why she should not forthwith relinquish the

custody of the infant children referred to in said petition, and also be

. punighed for contempt for violating the decree heretofore passed in this

Court, provided a copy of the within petition and this order be served on

the said Mattie Spence on or before the / 7 day of November, 1923.
! '

T i of
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OLI VR ¥, SPENCE

IN THE

vs

3
.

/1fi‘ P g -CIRCUIT COURT NO, 2 OF BALTIWORE CITY
A~

, A f
MATTIE SPRNCE - | :
14! 1

TO THE HCNOREABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID (OURT:

The petition of Oliver M, Spence respectfully shows unto

vour Honor:

First: That on the 17th day of March, 1921, by decree of
this Court duly evtered in the premiees, your petitioner was divoreed from
lattie Spence, and the custody of the two minor children born of said

marriage to wit: Gplder and Daniel Spence, was ewarded to your patitioner

S8eaond: Thet despite the fact that the eforesaid decres is
still in full force and effect, the said Mattie Spence has by artifice

and subterfuge, deprived your petiti:ner of the custody of the said two

~ohildren, and refuses to either disclose their wheresbouts or return them

to your petitioner,

Your petitioner therefore prays:

An order mpy be pussed in the premiges directing the geid
lattie Spence to show cause why she should not be required to ocomply with
the terms of said d=cree, and also be punished as for s contempt for her

agonduet in depriving your petitioner of said ohildren.

And ee in duty bound, %ec., R, 7

Solicitors for Petitioner.



STATE OF VARY AND, CITY OF BALTIMORE, SCT:

I HERSBY CERTIFY, thuft on this /O~ day of November,
1623, before me the subscridber a Notary Public of the State of Varyland,
in and for the City of Baltimore, personslly appeared Oliver M Spence,
and made oath in due form of law that the matters and fsots stated in the
foregoing petition sre just and true ss therein stated, to the best of
his imowledge, informeation and belief.

As witne-s m hand and Notarial Secl,

| ot Wouger”

Notary Fubiia,




The foregoing petiticn and affidavit being read and oconsidered
it is thereu on thias /3 -_— day of November, 1923, by the Cireuit
Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, ordered that Mattie Spence be and appear in
person ‘n this Court on the 2 ?_: day of November, 192%, and
show cauge if any she hath why she ;hould not forthwith relinquish the
custody of the infant ochiliren referred to in said petition, and also de
punighed for eont mpt for violating the decree heretofore passed in this
Court, provided & copy of the within petition and this order be gerved on

the said Mattie Spence on or before the / 7 day of November, 1923,

ide Boud

%;éa Flaseit
/



.'
e
e el

SERVE ON

'—~//qu/ e
114 ;7f)(§,~o¢411ﬁﬁd 4‘2\

o " bt T o Pt

EXr— -

R

P

A e,

CT. CT. No. 2. B_430 |
29p, 19 Jo

OLIVER M. {SPENCE

"MATTIE. , SPENCE.

// /}"/\//Le/f}u«éd.{,ﬂv £ f?) {

3 eﬁJ/qgff-*
v ; :
{ i;
ORDER OF COURT “NIsI
For Contempt
I v*
Co ;
Order: ot f
I

LaT e e a2 e AL




—

OLIVER M. SPENCE

.......................................................................................................... N THE
------- — @irruit Court Nop., 2
v
MATTIE | SPINCE - OF
BALTIMORE' CITY.

Ordered by the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City this...... 4#....day of

that the .. _.def. . Mattjer.Spence, ' appear before this Court in person,
on the.....72v. _....‘da}'f of.J .................................... , 1902 | at 10 o’clock A. M., and then and thefe show
caﬁse, if any he may have, why he should not be punished for contempt of this Honorable Court

in not obeying the Order of this Court passed on the....... ._.1.8.-(-,_};...day of... March , 19 21 ,
&%ﬂ%#@&ﬁ&‘iﬁ%&?mﬁ%ﬁw&ﬁﬁ ........................... ; provid;:d, a
copy of this Order be served on the said........ Ma.f.tie ........ Spence..... on or; before the

of. Kscsscs o/ ..., 1932

Judge.

True Copy: Test

S e N i e — e esTa —-— coms =
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OLIVER M. SPENCE, : IN THE
‘ P2 .
CIRCUIT COURT, OF BALTIMORE
vs.
CITY.
MATTIE SPENCE. . |

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The petition of Mattie Spence, the above named
defendant, by Arthur R. Padgett, her solicitor, respectfully
represents; _

1. That on March 17, 1921, this Honorable Court signed
a decree of divorce a vinculo matrimonii in the above matter
and awarded the cdstody of the two minor children of the parties
to the said Oliver M. Spence. |

2, That your petitioner was never served with a gabppoena
in this matter, although the sheriff's return shows that she
was served; that your petitioner was therefore not represented
at any stage of the above proceeding prior to the signing of
said decree and had no notice nor knowledge of the same and
your petitioner further avers that the testimony taken before
the examiner was untrue.

3. That as goon as your petitioner learned the above
facts, she employed J. Stewart Davis, Esq., & member of the
Baltimore Bar, to file a petition to strike out said decree;
gaid petition was filed and an angwer was filed thereto by the
solicitor for the said Oliver M. Spence, but this matter was
never set down for s hesaring by either solicitor for the said
parties.

4. That your petitioner has alﬁays hed said children in
her custody,as a fatter of fact, since the time of their birth
and this with the consent of the ssid Oliver M. Spence; that the

said Oliver M. Spence told your petitioner on numerous occasions

that they were not divorced and as a result of his representations,

they lived together as man and wife on numerous occasions since




the signing of said decree, the last occasion being on October 3,
1923.

Se That since the filing by your petitioner of the afore-
said petition to strike out said decree, the said Oliver M.
Spence has remarried and your petitioner avers that the said
Oliver M. Spence does not really desire the custody of these
children; and if he gets them, he will turn them over to his
sister and your petitioner further avers that he is not fit to
have the custody of said children as he 1is a hard drinker, and
hag been convictgd of the crime of larceny and parol¥ed in 1917;
that your petitioner is well able to take care of said children.

‘Wherefore your petitioner prays:

(1) That the decree of March 17, 1921, be amended so as to
award to her the custody of said children.

(2) And for such other and further relief as may be proper
in the premises.

And as in duty bound, etec.

PETI%IONER. 4

STATE OF MARYLAND, CITY OF BALTIMORE, to wij:

T HEREBY CERTIFY that on thisf /- day of Decmmber, 1923, be-
fore me, the subseriber, a Notary Public of the State of Maryland in -
and for the City aforesaid, personally appeared Mattie Spence, and
made oath in due form of law that the matters and facts above stated
are truse to the best of her knowledge and belief,

AS WITWNESS my hand and Notarial Seal.

el

TARY PUBLIC.




Upon consideration of the aforegoing petition and
affidavit, it is by the Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore

(7L
7, L9BF—~Ordered that the

City, this 4 ~day o
decree dated March 17, 1921, in the above entitled case
be and the same is hereby amended and the custody of
the children mentioned in said decree is hereby awarded
to Mattie Spence, the above named defendant, subject to
the order of this Court, unless cause to the contrary
be shown on or before the ,/37\ day of
192)é’provided 8 copy of said order be served upon said

Oliver M. Spence, or Roy S. Bond, his solicitor, on or

before th%ﬂ




In the

Beltimore City, No., 2,
Baltimore City.

OLIVER N. SPENCE
Vs.
MATTIE SPENCE,

Answer to Amended
Petition.

ROY S. BOND
ATTORNEY AT LAW
215 ST. PauL PLACE
BALTIMORE, MD.

Q

< FILED
Wkecord Co. Print, Bn.ﬂmore Md.




OLIVER N. SPENCE

' In the
Vs,
Circuit Court, No. 2,
MATTIE SPENCE ' Baltimore City.

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The Answer of the Amended Petition cf Mettie Spence
hereafter filed respectfully showsa:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

That he admits pasragraph CONE.

That he denies the allegation as to his former
wife never having been served with & subpoena
in these proceedings and to the contrary says
she was served but at thast time, she was very
much infatuated with snother man and did not
care &s to what might be the outcome of his di.
vorce, He denies the remainder of peragrsph
TWO.

He denies paragreph THREE and to the contrary
says thet the decree was signed a very lons time
before she started any proceedings to regain

the custody of the children in this cese end fue-
ther that she abandoned her" petltion to strike
out ‘as hereafter Tiled.

He denies paregreph FOUR, and to the contrary
seys that his former wife has never had the
custody of the children in this cese since she
‘sbandoned snd deserted them and also her husband
pricr to the time this divorce was filed except
when she stole them contrary to the Crder of
this*Honorable Court., That the ssid Msttie
-Spence has always treated the Order of this
Honorable Court with utter contempt and that this
cese hes already been reopened end gone into
thoroughly by his Honor, Judge Dobler and his
Honor, Chief Judge Gorter and that these chila.
dren again end agsin have been teken swey from
her for the betterment of their welfere. Your
respondent denies all further allegetions: cona
tained in peragraph FOUR,

Your respondent admits thet he has remarried
since the 'granting of his divorce. He denies
most emphatically £l11 further allegetions con-
tained in paragreph FIVE with the exception
that he was parolled in 1617,. but ever since
that time, he has 1lived up to his parolle and
he hes been'a hood, faithful fether to his
children.

He denies any other allegation in this pe-
tition that mey be used esgeinst him.



WHEREFORE YOUR RESPCONDENT PRAYS:
~8- That the Amended Petition
to which he has fully enswered

be dismissed and the Crder
thereon veceted.

As in duty bound, etoc.,

Yoo T e

Respondent.,

O, ocen.

STATE OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE CITY, to wit-

1 hereby certify that on this/<;(day

. tzazeeeazecég;Lh;- 1924, before me the subscri-
82 Notary Publicy of the State of M ;

ber, erylend, in and
for Baltim ~City, personally appearedj:ZZéZEfai::-_--
:;ZZZL- &lz=_-..., Respondent, in the foregoing
proceedings, and made oath in due form of law, that the

matters and facts set forth in this, his answer, is true

to the best of his knowledge and belief,

As witness my hand and Notarial Seal.

s i

_NOTARY PUBLIC
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Lo CIRCUIT COURT, No. 2

K ok
BALTIMORE CITY.

Upon application made by the Solicitor for the.. AALA LR LOUAL o

the above entitled cause has been placed upon the Trial Calendar in accordance with the provisions

of the First Equity Rule, and the same will stand for hearing on %M/‘«Q&(f _________

when reached in due course on the said calendar.

- JOHN PLEASANTS,

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2.







The.... %

IN THE

Circuit Court No. 2.

OF
BALTIMORE CITY

by

/M M ’ SOIlCltOl apphes to have the abhove entitled cause placed in the

Trial Calendel for hearing onﬁ ....................

In conformity with the First Kquity Rule.

. Solicitor for... A5
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& F
CLIVDR i, SPEFCE H Ii7 7FE CIRCUIT CCURT T'0. 2
vVs. | . : or
{47 IE SPRUICE s BALDILORE CINT,

7C UHED HOUCRAJLE, TdABE JUIGE OF 541D CCTURD: -

The petition of Illattie Spence, by Arthur R.
Tzdgett, her Sclicitor, recupsetfully reprosents:-

(1) 7ha% by a decree of this Honorsble Court
aated licreh 17th, 1926, the saild Oliver Ii. Spence wat divorced =
vinculo imatrimonii from the defendant, and the custody of the two
mincr children of the parties hereto, to wit: Goldie and Daniel
Spence wus gwarded to the suid vlaintiff.

(2) That by an order diated liy , 1924,
thic Honoyrable Court continued the custody or the said minor chiliren
withthe sald plaintilf and further ordered that the defendant should
nave tae children with ner at certain times.

(3) 7That during the nmonth of Imy, 1926, thoe
guid plaintiff brought the children to the said aefendunt and left
them with her aial told her thet she could keep them ¢s they were
10% getting the proper. attention.

(4) That on or about the lst of Septeuber,

1926, the scld plaintiff tookeway from the =aid defendant one of st id
cnildron, to wit: Goldie Spence end left the other child, Duanisl Sypcmz e,
with her.

(6) Thet Goldie Spence is now niine Jecrs 07 age
gnu kniel Speince soven years of age aad thet seid chil iren are nos
proporly cared for while in the custody of their said father; that
sour petitloner is desirous of heving the cailaren with ‘ier in omdcry
t0o give them v mother's care.

VIHERTTPORE jour petitioner prays thuet win order may
Jeos ogverding the custedy of scid children to her end cherging the said

pleintiff with their supu.ort.

Lind ws in duty bound, cte.

SCLICINON POR IZRNIVININR




STATE OF IIARYLALD,
City of Bultimore, 7o wit:

I Hereby Certify, that on this day of September,

1926, vefore me the subscriber a Wotary Public in end for the City

and State aforesaid personally appeared ITattie Spence, and made
cath in due form of law that the matters and facts absve set forth
are true to the best of her knowledge cnd belief.

As witness my hand and Notarial Seal.




Upon consideration of the aforegoing petition
cnd affidavit it is this /=~ day of C?tu4“£04/ﬂ 1926, by thoe
Circeuit Court i'o. 2 of 3altimore City orderod that the decreo in
tho ¢vove entitled case snd the oxder dated Iy /4A% , 1924, Lo aund
tuc sume are hereby umended and the custody of the children nmentioncd
in said decree is hereby awaorded teo libttie Spence, the coove ucned
defenlunt, tuvject to the Jurther orier of this Court, ual 83 couw=e
to the contrar; be shown on or before the /Z?ﬁggy o (ﬁ%ﬁéﬂéw¢'1926,
ang providea ¢ copy of this order be served upon Cliver I1I. Sperce,

w137 Hill Styeet, Bultimore, llarrlend, on or before the (; 2aag,:' of

¢ 1926 /
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OLIVER M SPENCE IN THE

VS. , ~-CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2--

MATTIE SPENCE
! BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE- THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your Respondent- OLIVER M SPENCE- to the
petition heretofore filed respectfully says: °

(I) That he admits the allegations con-
tained in parsagraph -ONE~- and further avers that
the divorce was obtained on the ground of adultery.

(2) That he admits the allegations con-
tained in paragraph -TWO.

(3) That he denles the allegations con-
tained in paragraph -THREE,

(4) That he neither admits nor denies the
allegations contained in paragraph FQOUR.

(5) That he emphatically denies the allega~
tions contained in paragraph~ FIVE.

HAVING ANSWERED in so far as he-1is advised
is necessary, he respectfully prays that the petition
of Mattie Spence be dismissed and the order thereon vacated.

AS IN DUTY BOUND, etc.,

SOLICI F 8 ONDENV
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SUMMONS FOR WITNESS. DOOKET..Q..?& romo/%f_

In the Circuit Court No. }0 Baltimore City
s e/ Term, 192 >/

Sheriff will please summon the following witnesses,

<Zs Martha ‘niﬁb'gfoaoz Hamburg e/reet .
9‘.Lizzie Webm M%t.
? Eafdlla Turne# 212 Pmory street,
¢ Samuel Johnsoﬁf 17Z Hamburg street,
2 Lizkie Wheeleé(\azz FEillen street,
g) Marion Jennings'qd 912 Sharp street,
? Jim Wallace’eA 912 Sharp street,
? Hannah Wallac J,'( c . €
g Carrie Nallacc",‘[ o B »
Je Rosehbann‘é' 522 S. Sharp street,
Beatrice Cuftdsi 108 W. Henrietta street,
84 BiPdella SpohoeéAQM Sharp street,

? OliversSpence, é 14 Sharp street,
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IN The
- Circuit Court, No. 2-
Baltimore City.

At b

CLIVER M. SPENCE
Vs,

MATTIE SPENCE

I
- FINAL ORDER OF CCURT, -
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Mr. Clerk;z-

" Please file &c.,

ROY S. BOND
ATTORNEY AT LAW
215 S1. Paut PLace
BALTIMORE, MD.
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IN THE
OLIVER M, SPENCE

- CIRCUIT COURT NO. 2-
vs.

BALTIMORE CITY,
MATTIE SPENCE

EP I Chmmeai-4 Lk A ) AN it g S SR ST
bt et e e e A eyt

UPON consideration of the petition filed on or about

Febwuary, 4th, 1922, by the defendant, Mattie Spence, to have
the decree in this case stricken out and thé petition filed on
or about Jasnuary, 2nd, 1924,1to_have the decree passed in this
case amended and for the custddy of the minor children and answsrs
thereto, it is Aby the Circuit Court, No. 2 of Baltimore City, this

/qg?;ay of May,'1924, ordered that the abovementioned proceed-
ings are hereby dismissed and the custody of the children mentioned
in the decree of divorce in this case; shall rémain with thelr faa
ther, Oliver M. Spence. |

It is further ordered that the children mentioned in this

cause shall be brought to the mother, Mattie Spence and shall re-
main with her every Thursdsy from 3:00 p.m., to 8:00 p.m., and
every Sunday from 9:00 a.m., to 8:00 P.m., subject to the further

ot K dettiins

order of this Honorable Court.,
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i | 3 the @irenit @nurt/j%, 2.

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the...
of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTO , one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit. Courts of Baltimore Cit.y, under ahd by

virtue of ap ordes of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

in the year nmeteen

“hundred andM ~IUL. at my ofﬁce in the C1ty of Baltlmore in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the L AL | »
in the same year at‘/jﬁ‘ﬂ : i lell2. 2. no0n and bhe
j /‘5’1 VL&( a2 — in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

office of... . ML

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such .meeting,

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor . oeececceuce of the

o AL OUAA ALl to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—



%‘/l

SPENCE

Vs

SPENCE

Testimony taken at the office of Roy S. Bond, Esq.,

215 St., Paul Place, Baltimore, Maryland, on Tuesday, Febe=

ruary 8th, 1921, at two-thirty o'clock, p. m.

C Py X X X

OLIVER M.SPENCE, the plaintiff in this case, produced

on his own behalf, having been first duly sworn, deposeth

and saith as follows, that 1s to say:

1 Q.
A.
2 Q.
A.

1 Q.
A.
2 @
A.

3 Qe

A. .

BY THE EXAMINER:
State your name, residence and occupation?
Olivér M. Spence, 137 West Hill Street; porter.
Do you know the parties to this sult?
T am the plaintiff, and my wife is the defendant.
BY MR, BOND:
Now, Mr., Spence, when were you married?
March, 1917,
on what dateé
March 16th.
In what City and State®

In the City of Baltimore, State of Maryland.



4 Q.
A,

5 Q.

0liver M. Spencé

Who married you?

The Reverend Mr.Stewart.

Was the Reverend Mr, Stewart a regularly ordained

minister of the Gospel?

A.
6 Q}
A.
7 Q.
A.
8 Q.
A.
9 Q.
A.
10 Q.
A.
11 Q.
A.

12 Q.

Baltimore City, State of maryland, for more than two years
prior to the filing of this suity and the suit was filed

Yes.

0f what faith?
The Ebenezer A. M. E. Church;

Are you living with your wife now?
No sir.
Did you leave her, or did she leave you?
She left me.
Vhen?
1919,

on what date;

Oon the 1st of September;

Why?

On account of paying attention to other men.

yave both you and your wife been residents of

about the 17th of August, I think.

WITNESS: August, 19207

COUNSEL: Yes,

A.

Yese



01i ver M. Spence

13 Q. Have you been a resident of Baltimore City,
State of Maryland, for at least two years prior to the
filing of this suit?

A. Yeé.

14 QQ How long have you both been in Baltimore?

Ae I have been living in Baltimore all my 1life.
15 Q. How long has she been living in Baltimore?

A. Four or five years that I know of o
16 Qs gow did you treat your wife?

A. To the best of my knowledge I treated her nicely
in a manly behavior, and she did not have to work and
I did a husband's.part by her.,

17 Q. Wasg your conduct above reproach in all re=-
spects as a husba d?

A. Yes,

18 Q. WVere you always a faithful and true husvand to
her?

A. Yes,

19 Q. Are there any children living as the result of
this marriage?

A; Yes, two,

20 Q; What are thelr names and ages?

A, Daniel is about a year and seven months old, and



Oliver M. gpence

Golda 1s about three years old.
21 Q. VWhere are these children at the present time?
A. They are with me .
22 Q. How long have you had them?
A. I have had them ever since she deserted me.
23 Q. Did she take them away from you at any time?
A. AYes;
24 Q, How long did she keep them?
A. Tor ten or fifteen days and fhen she brought thenm
back and gave them to me.
25 Q; Did you vislt the children during that time?
A. vyes,
26 Q. Vhen was 1t?
A. It was November‘.
27 Qe VWhat year?
A. 1919,
28 Q. What did you find?
 A. I went there to see the children, and I saw
the childfen, - I carried the children some c;othes and
she was upstairs at the time I went in and the lady
- asked me to come in and I took one of the children on my
lap and about that time she came down stairs; she thought

that I was going to take the children from her and she



Oliver M. Spence

screamed and hollered and a man came running_down the

stairs behind her at the time, and she was onl& dressed

in a kimono and the man came in between me and my wife.

29 Q. Were she and the man coming down stairs together?
A. vYes, she and the man were coming down together;

I could hear theﬁ coming down before I saw them, and

she came in and screamed and hollered like I was going

to take the children out, and away from her, and this man

took her part and jumped in between us.

30 Q, vow, do you know the reputation of that house;

is it é‘good or had, - the house that she was living in?

A. Bade
31 Q, Where was she living?

A. 556 West Barre Street.

32 Q. gave you heard other people discuss that house?

A. Yes;

33 Q. What do they say about 1it?

A, 71t is a disorderly house; .you could take a
women off the street and take her in there for immoral
purposes .

34 Q; When was 1t that she was coming down the stairs
with nothing but a kimono on, =--

WITNESS: Do you mean what date?



Oliver M Spence

COUNSEL: <vyes, when was it?

A.
36 Q.
A.
36 Q.
A.
37 Q.
A.
38 Q.
Ao

room;

November,

What year?

1919,

What number was the house?

556 West Barre Street.

What wearing apparel did she have on?
A kimono.

What was she doing?

She was buttoning it up a8 she came into the

I was facing her and this man was right behind

her; he jumped in between me and my wife.

39 Qo Was suitably attired to be in the company of
this man? |
A; No sir, not for any respectable woman.
40 Q. Was he with her?
A. Yes, they were right close together when I
saw theﬁ.
41 Q. Were they upstalrs?
A. Yes, | |
42 Q. Do you know what they were doing upstairs?
A. IAcannot saye.
43 Q. Had you received a letter prior thereto?
Ae yes,



Oliver M.Spenee

44 Q, That is concerning she and a man?

A. 1ves, concerning she and this man; that they were
going-somewhere.
45 Q. Vas she'living in the same house then on-Barre
Streat? |

A, Yés, she was living in the same house at the time
I received the 1ettef.
46 Q; Is this the letter that you received from your
wife? |

A. Yes; _
47 Q. 18 that your wife's handwriting?

A. 7Yes, she signed her name "Mattie Wallacé¥,
48 Q, in this letter she mkes reference‘to 2 man
that is doing everything for her, and she says that he
is able to do for her?

A. Yes,
49 Q¢ Is that the same man that was coming down the
stairs with her that you make reference to?

A. Yes.
NOTE; Letter referred to produced and filed with fhe
Examiner marked Plaintiff's Exhibit Examiner No, 1.
50 Q. Now, what other escapades have you known your

wife to indulge in?



Oliver M, Spence

A. She sent me word to come and see her once cone
cerning the children; she was living at that time, =
I judge it was about February, 1919, at 902 Sharp Streect, -
COUN SEL INTERRUPTING: You were not separated until the
first of Septeumber?

WITHNESS: Well, this was the next year; the following
year, 1920,
51 Q. Well, go on?

A, At that time I went to the house and she was not
home, and I was asked by the party to come in? and I
went in and I sat down and was waiting for her, and after
a while she and another men came in and she and the ummn
went right upstairse.

52 Q¢ Where was this?

A. 902 Sharp Street,

53 Q¢ What rooms were furnished down stalrs?

A. A sitting room or a parlor or a walting room;
whatever you chose to call it.

54 G. And with whom did she come in?
A With a man,

55 Q. Who was this man?
A. Samuel Johnson,

56 Q. Where did she go with him?
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A. Right upstairs.

57 Q; Was there a bedroom upstairs?

A, As far as I know; ; was not upstairs; there
wasn't any beds downstairs,

58 Q. How long did you stay there?

A. I did not care to have anything to do with her,
and I did not care to talk with her after I saw this,
and I did not walt until she camé'down; I did not
want to have anything to do with her, and I did not wait
until she came down to have a talk with her.

59 Q, She went upstairs with this man in your presence?

A. Yes,

60 Q, With Samuel Johnson?

| A. %{es, with Samuel Johnson, '

61 Q. W&s she living with this manj was she living with
a man by that name?

A. I cannot say that she was living with him, but
I saw her in the bedroom with him every night when
I was homes I know that is not right; I megn, - I dld-
not see them in the bedrocm together, but a friend of mine
that lived right acotss the street saw them in the bed=-
rooue '

62 Q. Were these acts procured with your consent or

conndvance?



A.
63 Q.
A.
64 Q.
A.
65 Q.

10

Oliver M. Spence

No sir.

Or your forgiveness?

No sir,

Have you ever forgiven her?
vo sir.

Have you ever lived with your wife since you

discovered her zdulteries?

A.
66 Qe

¥o sir, I don't care to live with her any more.

Now, did you have-a fuss about a matter when your

wife left you, or zbout that time?

A.

I walked in the house one time and I saw her

writing a letter, and had been staying out all night

and I demanded to see the letter, and she would not

let me
is the
67 Q.

A,

go out

68 Q.
A

69 Q.

have it and I took it away from her and that
letter that you have there.
This is the letter? |
Yes.
, Stating that she wished that she could
with him when she wanted to.
Is that the letter that you took from her?
Yese.
That is the letter?
Yes, she could not finish it; she did not finish
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it because I took it away from her;

NOTRE: Ietter referred to produced and filed with the

Examiner marked Plaintiff's Exhibit Examiner No; 2.

70 Q. vou ask for the care and custody of the children?
A.. Yes‘. |

71-Q; If you are awarded their and cﬁstody, will you do

a fathert's part by them?

A. Yes,



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or son you st :te any other matter
or ¢thig that may be to the beonefit or advantoge of the
parties o thig sult, or clther of them, or thatmay be
material %o the pubjeet of thisg, your examination, or the
matters in question between the parties? If go, stobe
the smme fully at large in your answer.,

A -O-: .
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HARRY GRAY, a witness of lawful age, produced on
behalf of the plaintiff, having been first duly sworn, de-
poseth and saith as follows, tha? is to say:

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q, State your name, residence and occupation?

A. ﬁarry Gray, 756-1/2 West Saratoga Street; chauffeur,
2 Q; Do you know the parties to this suit?

A; Yeé.

BY MR. BOND:

1l Q. VWhen, where and by whom were they married?

A, They were married by the Reverend Mr. Stewart.
2 Q. When?

A; march 16th, 1917,
3 Q¢ The plaintiff, Mr. Spence, alleges that it was
March 16th; is that correct®

A. Yes, it was the 16th,
4 Q; How do you know that they were married?

A; I saw the marriage certificate.
5 Q¢ DO you know the minister that mmrried them?

A. Yes,
6 Q. 8 he a regularly ordained minister of the Gospel?

A. Yese. |
7 Q. Are these folks living together now?

A. Mo sir, '
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8 Q. Did he leave her, or did she leave him?
" A. She left him.
2 Q. .When?
A. September 1lst, 1919,
10 Q. Did you ever see Mrs; Spence write?

A. Yo sié,

11 Q. Have both of the -parties to this suit been
résidents of Baltimore City, State of Maryland, for
more than two years prior to the filing of this suit?

A. Yes;

12 Q, Mr, Spence alleges that his wife has com=

" mitted adultery; can you tell us anything about that?
A. Yese.

13 Q. VWhat can you tell us?

A. I was with him on the occasion that he was at
the house 556 West Barre Street,

14 Q; Do you know when it was?

Ae Yes, it was in November, 1919,
18 Q. WhatAdid you seg?

A. He went there one day and I went with him; he
carried the children some clothes and we were there
about ten minutes, and I piéked up one of the children
and I had it in my érm and I saw her and the mmn coming
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down the stairs and he started a row, and started to
take the children away from us; she thought that we
had come to take ﬁhe qhildren away from her, and this man .
jumped in between she and her husband thinking probably
that they were going to fight. ’
16 Q. Whxt clothes did she have on while coming down
the stairs in the house? '

A. She had on a loose kinmono.
17 Q. Did she have on any shoes?

A; Carpet slippers I belieVe:
18 Q. Any stockings?

~ A. I did not notice.

19 Q; Po you know who this man was?

A. No, but I can identify him if I saw him any
more.
20 Q. What clothes did he have on?

A. wpe was in his shirt sleeves and his suspenders
were hanging downe
21 Q. ¢n other words them came down stairs to see
what was going on down there?

A. fes, they came down stairs to see what was going
One.
22 Q. yas Mf. apence ever lived or cohabited with his

wife since that time?
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A. o siry not that I know of.
23 Q. a8 he ever procured or connived or consented
to her adulteries and conduct?

bAf No sir, i
24 Q. How did he treat his wife?

A; He treated her faithfully and was loving as any
husband should be as far as I know,
25 Q. Wés his conduct above reproach inm all respects?
A Yes.
26 Q. Are there any children as the result of this
marriage?

A. Two;
27 Q. Where are these children now?

A; At the father's‘home;
28 Q. %ave you had occasion to visit that home?

A. Yese.
29 Q, Are they being properly cared for now?

A. Yes,.
30 Q; Who do you think is the proper party to have the
cusfody and care of these children?

A. Mr. Spénce.
31 Q. The father?

A. YesSe.
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32 Q. vas Mf. Spence ever forglven his wife, or con-
sented to her conduct in any'way, or has he connived or
procured this adulterous conduct on the part of his wife
in any way, shape or fofm?

A. No sir,
33 Qo Has-he ever -lived or‘cohabited with his wife
since he discovered his adulteries?

A. Yo sir, he has not as far as I know of,



GENERAL QUESTION

Do you knmow or con you state ay other matier
or thing that may be to the benofit or cdvont:wse of the
parties to this suit, or elther of thom, nr thnt may be
maborinl ¢ the subjeot of this, your emonmination, or the

naiters in queotion botween the parties? I sn, ostato

j A
the same mlimarge in your answor.
A= '

e AT



No other witnesses being named or produc efore me, I then, at the request

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and—=
City of Baltimore, in the State of Mar

A AA N O Lop itz — (SEAL).
Examiner.

There aret@fﬂ ...................................................... Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff’s..ccccocooveeees Exhibit..... W /,744?,/9592 ...........................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Examiner.

I, A. dee RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions were taken, do hereby ci’,%la.tl was employed in asgigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon..te&&?. ... days

of which 1 was employed by the Plaintiff
by the Defendant....cccooeeiie,




