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FIRST COUNT.

W.W. COLBERT; PLAINTIFF. •

VS. • : • IN THE

JAMES A.BRISCOE, INDIVIDUALLY AND THE

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE OF THE : 'BALTIMORE CITY COURT

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. : , OF

(A BODY CORPORATE, DEFENDANTS) : •" BALTIMORE CITY.

FIRST COUNT. . . .

The Plaintiff by. his attorneys, J.Steward Davis and U.

Grant Tyler, sues, the defendants, James-A.Briscoe individually

and the Baltimore Conference "of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church a body corporate, said Corporation, defendants, FOR THAT:

The defendants in the minutes of the One hundred and fourth an-

nual session of the Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist

Episcopal Church, a body corporate, while in session at Lanwale

Street and Dr.uid Hill avenue, in the city of Baltimore and the

State of Maryland, from 20th. of April to 24th. 1921. the right

Reverend J.Albert Johnson, Bishop, presiding, Rev.D.G.Hill, Pres-

iding, Elder...Rev.Urederick Douglas, Pastor, with Rev.J.A.Young,

Secretary.by i t s agents and servants did publish, among other

things, the false, scandalous, malicious, defamatory, libellious

matter; EO WIT:

"TEE BEE,MD.. Rev.W.W.Colbeftt, Pastor1.1. Rev. Colbert had

two appointments this year, but,the people at both churches re-

jected him. He is not true to himself nor to his-friends, The

conference should rid itself of sach men". Yet the defendants,

v/ell knowing the premises and contriying wickedly and malicious-

ly intending to injure the plaintiff in his good name, fame and

credit and to bring him into public scandal, infamy and disgrace,

with and among his neighbors and other good and worthy citizens

of the city of Baltimore and.else-whereAby i t s agents and ser-

vants published the minutes of the One hundred and fourth session

of the Baltimore Conference of the African Ilethodist Episcopal



Church, a body corporate by its' agents and servants caused to be

circulated and read heretofore TO Y'lT: • •

(Prom and after the 20th. day of April t/ to 24th. day of

April, 1921, said days being the sessions of the aforesaid con-

ference in the city of Baltimore and State of -oaryland, at rhich

sessions the said minutes was made formulated and published,in

the city of -t^ltimore, State of i- ryland, fi.t Lanvale street rnd

Druid Hill ave. in the city of Baltimore and the State of xjary-

land by said James A.Briscoe and the Baltimore Conference of'the

African Methodist Jiloiscopal Church, a body corporate, as afore-

said falsely, wickedly and maliciously by its agents and ser-
4 A.

vants did compose did publish and ctuscd to be composed and

lished in their minutes, called tJie minutes of the one hundred

and fourth annual Session of the Drltimore Conference of the

-can Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate, .̂ nd in parti-

cular of and concerning the plfintiff end of and concerning the

said office of a minister of the gospel of the African ilethodist

Episcopal Church, herein after called('fhe A.La..±],Church) a body

corporate, and in "oarticul^r of? nd concerning the p.foresaid

office of the plaintiff - .by i t s ag^n'cs rml servants did -oublish
1} \

a certain false and scande-lous, malicious and defamatory

vhich T.S understood by the publishers of said j,iinutes of tiac

one Hundred and fourth annual session of the Baltimore Corfcrencc

of the(A..u.jj!.Church)and 'Jamos A.Briscoe individually and vMch

was understood by tne readors of said umutes, ir. t ic bwncc here-

inafter sot forth in the innuendo, ; nd intended by th^ -lofendants

to be so undertodd, containing among other things, the f'J.so,

scandalous, malicious, dofaia, tory, libellous natter rnd -;rucoO.

the same to be widely circul-ted - nd read in the city of Balti-

more other portions of xar.rylcnd, Africa, South America: AS ]?ol-

Lovrs: Thf/c is to say:

"TE3 BSE, Ud. Rev.Y/.I.Colbert, Pastor. Rev.Colbert v . s

had lAvo appoi: ucnents this year but the people at both churches,

rejected him. He is not true to himself nor to his frionJs .The

Conference should rid itself of such ruon" "Thereby i it." nine-
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that Rev. V/.W.Colbert, pastor at Tee Bee, Md. under the super-

vision of the Baltimore Conference!with James fiLBriscoe) presid-

ing Elder) an officer of the Baltimore Conference, is a knave

or Scondrelor Villian, meaning in particular the plaintiff was

a moral leper, meaning he the plaintiff healein named had viola-

ted his obligation taken in ORDINATION, when entering the Balti-

more Conference; To the great damage of the plaintiff, wherefore,

he claims Five thousand dollars damages.

ATTORNEYS FOR "PLAIETIIT.

H.B.

TAKE notice that on the day of your appearance to this

cction in th.e(\^Mj^4AP(xmL^ a rule will be entered, requiring you
I

to plead to the within declaration v/i.thin fifteen days thereafter.

PLAirTIFF'S A TTGRF2YS.

THE PLAINTIFF Iff

PLAIHTIIT'S ATTOBHEYB,



W.W COLBERT, PLAINTIFF

VS. : : IN THE CITY COURT

THE BALTIMORE CONFERENCE OF : :

THE AFRICAN 1EETHODIST : : OF

EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
( A BODY CORPORATE.DEFEF-

DAN.T). BALTIMORE CITY.

SECOND COUNT

The P l a in t i f f , W.\7.Colbert, "by h i s a t to rneys , J.

Steward Davis and U.Grant Tyler, sues the defendant, The B a l t i -

more Conference of the African Llethodist Episcopal Church, a bo-

dy Corporate, defendant, FOR THAT:

The defendant, The Baltimore Conference of the Afri-

can Metnodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate , v/hile in session

tit Lanvale Street and Drui«i Hi l l ave. in the c i t y of Baltimore,

State of Maryland, from 20th. clay of April 1921 to 24th. day of

Apr i l , 1921, the Right Reverend J .Albert Johnson, Bishop, p res id-

ing: Rev.D.G.Hill, Presiding Elder; Rev. Frederick Douglcs, Pas-

tor ; with Rev.J.A.Young, Secretary, by I t s agents :nd servants

did publ ish, among other th ings , the f a l s e , scandalous, malicious,

defamatory, l i b e l i o u s matter ; TO VIT:

"TEE BEE, ID. Rev. \7.\7. COlbert, Pas tor . Rev. Colbert

had t \o appointments t h i s year, but the people a t both churches

rejected him. He is not t rue to himself nor to h i s f r i ends . The

Conference should r id i t s e l f of sucli Jien" . Yet the defendant,

ve i l knowing the premises and contr iv ing, vickedly and malicious-

l y , intending to injure the p l a i n t i f f in Jus good name end fame

find c red i t end to bring him,Vr.W.Colbert, p l a i n t i f f into public

scandal, infamy and disgrace, ra th r.nd among h i s ncicl'bors r,nd

other good and worthy c i t i z ens of the c i t y of Baltimore and e l sc -

rhere , the minutes of the one hundred r.nd fourth session of the

Baltimore Conference of the African iJethodist Episcopal Church,

r. body corporate, by i t s agents and scrvantsQyfc^Stdr be c i r cu la ted

and read here tofore , TO '"IT:
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3?rom and after the 20th. and 24th. days of April, 1921,

s<*me being the 'lays of i ts compilation and formation by the said

conference, i ts agents and servants, at Bethel' African Metho-

dist Episcopal Church, at r«nd from which time and place the

aforesaid minutes was composed, formulated, compiled and was

published!said place being in the city of Baltimore, State of

Maryland) in the minutes of said Baltimore Conference of the Afri

-en Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate, and publicat-

ion committee being agents of the said body corporate which re-

ferred in particular to the plaintiff in his office and charac-

ter as a minister of the gospel, that the Presiding Elder,James

A.Briscoe, in his capacity as such an officer of tne Baltimore

Conference of the African Lletbodist Episcopal Church, a body cor-

porate, upon whose presentation as such an officer of said corpor

-ation, which said conference passed upon W.W. COLBERT'S charac-

ter, after which the conference refused to give the plaintiff an

appointment and his brother ministers refuse and s t i l l refuse to

permit the plaintiff to use their pulpits, wherefore they did

wilfully, maliciously, defeme the cnp,racter of the said Rev.W.V.

COLBERT, a minister of the gospel, yet the defendant, well knowin

-g tne premises and contriving and wickedly and maliciously in-

tending to injure the plaintiff in his good name, fame and crdit

and to bring him into public scandal, infamy a,nd disgrace, among

his fellow ministers and with all his neighbors and other good

and vrorthy citizens of Baltimore City and else where, where-ever

the said minutes should be circulated and read and further to

prevent the plaintiff from being received into a.ny other evange-

lical church, with his attained orders and in particular includ-

ing the plaintiff and concerning the plaintiff 's conduct in office

as a minister of the gospel, at Tee Bee, Md. in particular, rnd

the other charge during the conference yea.r, ending April 24th.

1921, of the conference by its agents and servants, caused a cer-
/1A

tain false, scandalousi^malicious and defamatory Libel, (which was

understood rnd intended to be so understood, by the readers of

said minutes in the sense hereinafter set forth in the innuendo
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z.rd Y<r& X>j uie defendant caused to TDr i idely c i r c u l - t e d fnJ read

I.Q tf-t c i v ^X' B«,ltJLiore . nd St^tt, of w.rylfi.nd, AS FOLLOWS: TXI1T

Is to &. y: —

"III IS rOT TPTJB TO HIHSSLb"1 NOR TO HIS iBIESTDS. TEE COi^

JjiRL:rCE SHOULD C-3.T ?ID 01 SUCH .aLr" . Leaning thereby, he, REV.V.

\' .COLE-JiT, Pas tor , p l a i n t i f f Lerein nacted i s « Icncve; £. sco^diel

*nd not f i t x.o associ- ue \ i t h rentlei i n cf clotl"1, or Eiinisters of

the ^ospel , -ie£ ning 3-SO, He, Rtv.Y .v.C0L"'ERT, pl- i n t i f f h frein

nraied, i& "• uO'AL L JPIffi and to prevent i t s cprer n tne conference

should r id i t s e l f of Lin. To tl c r-x e t n .a j c of V s p l ^ i n t i f i ,

^OIS IT cl-iius T5ugC03 i i f t y f.c"£ nd ^o]l r s i r -

T-ke not iccths t on the J..,

action m t

requiring1" yoi to ple^d to û e rTi IJ;

dc^ D th er e*. f t er .

of your &--ôc£ r ' rce to tnis

J r a - c ̂  i 1 1 "De altered,

. t d . r tion - itJnin fifteen



Baltimore City Court.

7
M WRIT OF SUMMONS

of Nar and Notice to plead

within to be served on defendant.^

Attorney for Plaintiff

day of 192

&



WRIT OF SUMMONS

STATE OF MARYLAND
BALTIMORE CITY, To wit.

To the Sheriff of Baltimore City, Greeting:

You are commanded to summon J'aijies A. Briscoe, individually; and

The Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist'Episcopal''"

Church, a body corporate, ,0... *„/ - . -f tf.A

of Baltimore City, to appear before the Baltimore City Court, to be held at the Court House in the same

city, on the second Monday of ^ © i x a a X K i^ s"t • xx.7mxls.t0 answer an action at the

suit of

W. W. Colbe r t

and have you then and there this writ.

iSttttpaa the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

City, the 9" day of January 192 2 .

Issued the 9" day of February ^-^.in the year 192_2.

Clerk.



r

In the

Baltimore City Court.

W.W. Colbert

VS. '
'-V ,

James A. Briscoe
et a l

DEMURRER.

1 Mr. Clerk

Please en^er rny appear
, ance for The Baltimore Annual I
. conference of the African ]
* Methodist Episcopal Church,
I defendant, and file this

Demurrer.

/ /AtTorney f o r DemWrant t

Service of copy of this
Demurrer admit ted this 22nd

f day pt _jlarch 19/22. ^

Atty for



W. W. Colhert

VS.

James A. Briscoe
et al

IN THE

BALTIMORE CITY COURT,

The Baltimore Annual Cinference of the African

Methodist Episcopal Church, one of the defendants in thi-s

case-demurs to the declaration filed herein and for cause

of demurrer says that the said declaration is "bad in. sub-

stance

Attorney fof«einurrant.
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;' COLBERT, P l a i n t i f f

VS.

The Baltimore Conference of the Afircan
J

Methodist EPisoopal Shurch, a body corporate '»

i

#

IN

Baltimore

THE

City Qourt

the "'onorabla, the Judge of the aforesaid court:-

rphe* plaintiff, W.'W. Colbert, in this suit, by J.'Stewart Davis and

U. Grant Tyler, his attorneys, sues the defendant, the Baltimore Conib ronoe

of the 4fircan Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate, FOR THAT;——

During the annual session og the Baltinore Conference of the African Methodis1

Episcopal Church, a body corpoaate, from the 20 of April, 1921, to ttaB2dth..,

day of April , 1921, inclusive, the defendant, by i t s agent and servaa t s ,

complied and composed and published or cause to be composed and published, a

certain malicious, false and scandalous article in a pamphlet called, the

minutes of the Annual Conference of the Baltimore Conference of the African

Methodist Church, a body corporate; $et the defendant, the Baltimore Gonferonc

of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate, well knowing the

said plaintiff, W.T7, Colbert, a minister of the gospel in his capacity as

such and contriving and wickedly and maliciously intending to injure the

said plaintiff in hid# good fame and credit an$ to bring him into publi c

scandal, infamy and disgrace and to cause i t to be suspected and beloved

that the plaintiff had violated his oblogation ins <->filiation an^ had been

false and treachous to his friends, so much so txi ^ad bec'one unfit to
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associate with the nenbers of the Baltimore conference o f the African

Methodist Episcopal church, a body corporate, ( an association of Christian

gentlemen) and they did falsely, wickedly and maliciously compose and publish

or cause to be composed and published of and concerning the plaintiff, YM7»

Colbert and concerning his conduct, he beibg a minister of the gospelf a cer-

tain false, scandalous, malicious and defamatory l ibel , concerning his

official conduct at West River Circuit and_/eo B©e Md., and elsewhere;

That is to say:—_

"Tee Bee, Md. Rev. "IT. U.' Colbert, Pastor.

Rev. Colbert has had two appointments this year, but the people at both

churches rejected him. ^e is not true to himself nor to his friends."

The conference should rid itself of such men."

Meaning thereby that he the Rev. W.W. Colbert, was not trustworthy and that

he, Rev. YJ.W.1 Colbert was false to himself and his friends, alike and as suclj

unfit to be a minister of the gospel, therefore the conference should rid

itself of him and others like him. Meaning he was immoral, because like

Judas Iscariot he had or would betray a friend, necaus© not being true to

himself, i t follows as does the day the night ho cbuld not nor wolud no t be

true to UtiWM'i others.

That by means of said publication in the minutes of

the aforesaidBMfflSMOEB AFRICAN METHODIS CHURCH, a body corporate^ throughout

i t s domain, includding Maryland, District of ,Columbia, as \;ell as tte ###1*1

domains of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, including the nnited

States, South America and portions of Africa; ŷ reason of the aforesaid

grievance, he the said plaintiff, has been ana rs greatly injured in h i s

good name and credit and brought into public scantial, infamy and disgrace.
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insonuo'h that divers good and worthy citizens of the commonwealth haie , by

reason of the aforesaid false, nalicious, scandalous liber, suspected and

believed and s t i l l suspeo'ts and believes the plaintiff to have boon guilty

of the charge made, being lacking in norals and unfaithful to hinself and

friends; Because also of the said publication the in the minutes of ths

Annual conference of the Baltinore Jonference of the^fric'an Methodist

Episcopal Church, a body corporate, ministers of the fealtinore conference of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, a body oorporat©, hay© refused to allow thp
A

plaintiff, W.VJ.1 Colbert, a minister of the gospol, to preach in their pa lpi t

or to have any transactions with the said plaintiff as they otherwise would

have had causing great pecuniary loss to the plaintiff po the damage of the

plaintiff and therefore he brings this suit

dollars damages therefor.'

Solicitors for the ^lai

TAKE NOTICE, that on the day of your appearance to this action in the

Baltinore City Court, a rule will be entered, requiring you to plead to the

within declaration within fifteen days.

Plaintiff I'IS Attorney



The plaintiff in the above entitled eause prays that this caus© beg

tried, by a jury of twelve men.

Attorneys for the Plaintiff'.1
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In the ^ >

Baltimore City Court.

W.W. Colbert

VS.

The Baltimore Conference of the
African Methodist Episcopal
Church, a body corporate

DEMURRER to Amended Declara-
tion .

Mr. cleric

Please file

AtttO3?Hey for DefeMant'

NI1DAUG3 1922



W. W. Colbert

VS.

The Baltimore Conference
of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, a body
corporate.

IN THE

BALTIMORE CITY COURT.

The Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist

Episcopal Church, "by John Watson,jr., i\s attorney, demurs

to the amended declaration in the above entitled case and

for cause of demurrer says;

That the declaration is bad in substance and

insufficient in law. *

«*

JrnVy "for" The Bal'iZunore Conference
the African Methodist Episcopal

Church.



L.



JU

s-



%^-—&-**' &7) // h ^^^jM-

\

\



A
IN THE

W.W.Colbert,alias, WilliamW.Colbert #
v ## Baltimore City dourt.

The Baltimore Annual Conference of the #
#

African Methodist Episoopal Church, #
a body corporate #

0 - #
To the Honorable, the Judge of the aforesaid Court;

FIRST COUNT,

The plaintiff, W.W.Oolbert,alias, William W.Colbert, by his
ij attorneys, J,Stewart Davis and U.Grant Tyler, sues, the defendant
|j The Baltimore Annual Conference of the Afrioan Methodist Bpiseop&i.
,1 Church, a body corporate, FOR THAT;

I. The plaintiff, W.W, Colbert, alias, William W. Qolbert,while
| being a minister of the Baltimore Annual Conference of the ̂ frica*
j Methodist Episoopal Church, a body oorporate, in good standing
'and while stationed by appointment of Bishop, J.Albert Johnson, at
:Tee Bee, Md. and West River Circuit during the conference year :
I;ending on or about April, b£th. 1921; and while the Baltimore ann
!: conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Shurch, a body cor
( porate was in session^of its one hundredth and fourth session at""
'Bethel A.M.E.Church, anvale street and Druid Hill avenue, the
. defendant corporation'' in the regular oourse of business passed the
fi character of the plaintiff, the Rev.W.W.Colbert,alias, William W.
!i Colbert and he was by the said conference in due oourse of appoin_
:: tment, made an Evangelist, the sent out or commissioned to preach"
!! the gospel of the New Testament and such of the Old estament as
'iwas and is authorized by authority of the said _eneral Conference
!j of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, a body oorporate and
iwhile he the said Rev.W.W.Colbert,alias, William W»eolbert was
j stationed at the aforesaid church,Tee Bee, Md. and West River
icircuit, he the said W.W.Colbert, alias, William W. olbert,,was by
•i a certain woman (Annita Pierson) °harged with being"the father of
[j her bastard child and caused the plaintiff ,W.W.0olbert,alias,
!; William W.Colbert,to be arrested, presented, indicted and upon
jj said indictment he was arraigned, plaeded not guilty and tried and
li found not guilty by a jury in the oriminal court of baltimore city
ij Acertif led copy of which record is annexed hereto and prayed to be
i; taken as a part of this count and marked exhibit, (A),

:' f

•' Thereupon the presiding Elder of the Potomac District, the Rev.
. James A. Brisode, visited in person the congregation or oongrega_
' tions and reported to themZ in substanoe that he the presiding
'! Elder of the Baltimore Annual Conference of the Afrioan Methodist
|i Episoopal Church, a body oorporate,of which the right Rev.J.
I; Albert Johnson,D.D. was presiding Bishop and J.A.Young,secretary,
,j found no fault in him the REv. W.W. Colbert,alias, WilliamW.
\ Oolbert,pastor,then at Tee Bee,Md. and west river cirouit as the o
1 Criminal Court of Baltimore City had found him not guilty and he
the said presiding Elder of the Potomac District of the Baltimore

f Annual Conference of the African Methodist Episoopal Church, a
j body oorporate, had no addtional evidence in his possession
i against him and colud not hold him guilBy of of the aforesaid
! charge and he the aforesaid, presiding Elder, afore said reported the.
i, same to the Baltimore Annual Conference, upon which report the
' Baltimore annual conference of the afrioan methodist episcopal
i church, a body oorporate (after having heard the report of the
;: said presiding elder, James ̂ .Brisooe aforementioned)) passed the
J character of W.W.Colbert,alias, William W.Oolbert,plaintiff,
! herein named, and a vote of conference given him upon which vote
of confidence the right Rev. J.Albert Johnson,D.D. presiding^&t
the 104th. annual session of the baltimore annual conference1"of
Che afrioan methodist episoopal ohurch,abody oorporate,issued a
commission to W.W.Colbert alias, William W.Colbert, to preach as a
Missionary in any and all the churches in the connection and any



other evangelical ohuroh which would reoogonize his relations
as an elder, notwithstanding that, the defendant corporation
fey its duly authorized agents, compiled, oomposed,published or
caused to be and circulated or caused to be circulated in the
minutes of the baltimore annual conference of the african
mehhodist episoopal ohuroh, a body corporate, thru its publication
committee, namely, AiL. Gaines,J.W.Norris, J.R.Nelson, crederiok
Douglas, M.H.Bavis,iC.H.Young,D.G.Hill, O.B.Stepteau, and O.A.
Williams,committee, appointed by and authorized by the baltimore
conference of the african methodist episoopal ohurch, a body
corporate, to compile and publish the minutes as was compiled and
made at Bethel A.M.E.Church, at lanva^e street and druid hill y
avenue, baltimore city,Maryland,containing certain false,
scandalous, malicious, defamitory and libelluous matter of and
oonoerning W.W. Colbert alias, William W.Colbert, in his office
and conduct as a minister of the gospel of the baltimore annual
conference of the afrioan methodist episcopal ohuroh, a body
corporate.

TO WITj Tee Bee, Mfl.Rev. W.W. Colbert,Pastor:
Rev.Colbert has had two appointments this year but the people at
both churches rejected him. He is not true to himself nor to
his friends. The oonferenoe should rid itself of such

Which was understood by the readers of the minutes in the sense
herein after mentioned.

That the Rev.W.W. Colbert,alias, William W. Colbert,minister of
the gospel, plaintiff herein named, had been rejected by a
majority of the members of the churches a Tee Bee, Md» and west
Rivercirouit, which was the cause of his removal.

Meaning he the said W.W. Colbert alias, William W.Colbert,had
committed adultery or fornloation or prostitution.

The aforesaid committee by authority of the baltimore annual
conference of the african methodist episoopal c$uroh, a body
corporate, having published or oaused to be published and circul_
ated and read the minutes of the aforesaid oonferenoe containing"
the aforesaid, false, defamitory, malicious and libellious matter
of and concerning the plaintiff, W.W.Colbert alias, William W.
Colbert concerning his oharacter and conduct in hi$ official
capacity as a minister of the gospel and conduct in his failure
to perform his duties as a minister so as to require himself to be]
rejected as a minister at Tee Bee, Md. and West River oirouit to
his great damage, WHEREFORE, he the said W.W.Colbert, alias,
William »TI .Colbert, having been wholly deprived of the means
whereby he made his living by the action of the baltimore
annual conference of the african methodist episoopal ohuroh,
a body corporate and he the said plaintiff claims fifty
thousand dollars damages, ($50,000).

SECOND COUNT.

The plaintiff, W.W.Colbert,alias, William W. Colbert, by his
attorney, J.Stewart Davis and U.Qrant Tyler, sues, the defendant
The Baltimore annual Conference of the African Methodist Episoopa
Ohuroh, ab.ody oorporate, FOR THAT}

The defendant,the Baltimore annual Conference of the Afrioan
i Episoopal Church, a body oorporate, while in session

at Tanvale streeArtand ^ruid
 hill avenue* Baltimore City,

^ I S n d , f?om 3T^ dSy gf April, 1921, to Sftth. day ofl april,



' The right Reverend J.Aibert Johnson,^D.D.,presiding, Rev. D.G.Hill
II Rev* Frederick Douglas,,pastor,with Rev. J.A.Young,seoretary, of
ij the conference, a body oorporate, by^its agents, did publlsj or
ij cause to be published and circulated in the minutes of the Bal
ii annual conference of the afrioan methodist episcopal ohuroh, a"*
:j body oorporate, In the city of baltimore,t?ee *ee, Md. and west
i, river circuit and elsewhere thru out the jurisdiction of the
ii african methodist eplsoopal ohuroh, the false, scandalous, malic!
:! ous, defamatory and libellious matter of and concerning, W.W. ~"
ij Qolbert,alias, William W. Colbert, as a minister of the gospel
|j #IV/#$tf//#M)Wfl#fe& and circulated and oaused to be oiroulated and ;
:. ## or oaused to be oiroulated and read in Baltimore oity and
;i whereever the afrioan methodist episcopal church is located, by ',

its agents, well knowing the premises, that is to say, that, the
REv. W.W. Colbert, alias, William W.Oolbert, was no$ guilty of r "L

jj adultery or fornication or prostitution and was not rejected by
jj a majority of the members of Tee Bee, Md. and west river, circuit
;i yet the defendant corporation, by its agents, wickedly, oontriving
|l JLy and malioiously intending to injure the HWUMfHUf'HU the
ij plaintiff, W.W.Colbert, alias, William W. Colbert, in. his good
il name, fame and crdit among his neighbors and to bring him the
i. said W.W.Colbert, alias, William W.Colbert j£nto public scandal,
1 infamy and disgrace in baltlmore city, Tee ee, &d. and west river
>i circuit and giSfW&fi1*9 whereever the mlnutesvof the baltlmore annual.
; conference or tne^raethodist episcopal church,is read and oiroulat
jj ed thru out the Jurisdiction of the afrioan methodist episcopal
(l ""church, a body oorporate^«Mi, NAMELY:
,: 5?6e Bee, Md.,Rev. W.W.Colbert,Pastor.
i; Rev.Colbert has has had two appointments this year but the people
j: at both churches rejected him. ;

He is not true to himself nor to his friends. The conference
should rid itself of such men. _ !

•j Whioh was understood by the readers of the minutes of the one i
j hundredth and fourth annual session of the african methodist episj
j oopal church a body corporate In the sense herein after mentioned"

That he the plaintiff, W.W. Colbert, alias, llliam W.Oolbert, was
by a majority of the members of fee Bee, Md»- and.west river oirout
not wanted as their minister. • \

MEANING, also that he the Rev. W.W.Colbert, alias, William u
is not true to himself nor to hisNfrlends,therefore is not'worthy'
of the confidence nor respect of gentlemen, beware of him.
NOTWITHSTANDING, $&• •«af«rmM* , he Baltimore annual conference
of the afrioan methodist episcopal church, a body oorporate, had
passed his character,(the Rev. W.W. Colbert, alias, William W. f#$
Colbert, )that is, gave him a vote of confidence and the presiding ,-
Bishop, the Right Reveren^J.Albert Johnson, D.D., had commissioned
Kin4:ilkW. Colbert, alias, William W. Colbert,> a Missionary, author
—izing $£0$ and empowering him, W.W. Colbert, alias, William W.
Colbert,to go into all the world , in the name of and anfl by the
authority of the african methodist episcopal ohuroh afAresaid and
preach the gospel aforesaid, that the said defendant, a body cor**,
porate, by its agents, its oommitttee, authorized and empowered To
have printed and published and caused to be published the minutes
of the baltimore conference of the afrioan methodist episcopal ~
ohuroh, NAMELY; Rev. A.L. Gaines, J.W.Norrie, J.R.Nelson, PrederUB
Douglas, M.H. Davis, C.H.Young, D.G.Hill, O.H.Stepteau, and O.A.
Williams which said committee,agents of the 104th. annual session
of the baltimoreannual conference of the afrioan methodist episoo^
pal church,said agents published the minutes aforesaid, containing
the above named libellious matter of and concerning, W.W. Colbert,
ajbias, Will lam W.Colbert, of and concerning his character, conduct _
or duties and or fitness to t>erforra- tne- duties' of a minister



of the gospel at Tee Bee, Md, and west river oirouit in the jur
isdiotion of the afrioan methodist episcopal ohurofe, aforesaid

<ild by &£sf agonist ad?ox«esaAd', falsely, scandalously, malioiously'
malioiously, defamitorily and libelliously publish or cause to
be published and circulated and read of him, (W.W, Colbert, alias,
William W.Oolbert )j '

BY MEANS of of which grievance, he the said plaintiff, W.W,
Colbert, alias, William w. Colbert, has been and is greatly in
jured in his good name, fame and credit and brought into publics
scandal, infamy and disgrace insomuch that the good and worthy '
citizens of this commonwealth and thru out the Jurisdiction of j
the afrioan methodist episcopal ohuroh, and has by reason of
of committing said grievance from hence forth hitherto wholly '
been refused to have any transaction or be allowed to preach in
any of the pulpits of any african methodist episcopal ohuroh,
BY MEANS of which he the said plaintiff, W.W. Colbert, alias, ff
William W. Colbert, has hitherto made his living, which said
publication has been the means of depriving him the said plain-
tiff of his means of a livillhood to his great damage and detrTmeA£|
WHEREFORE, he the aforesaid plaintiff, claims damages to the
amount of fifty thousand dollars;|50,000,),

Attorneys ror me plaintiff.

N.B:

Take notice that on the day of your appearanoe to this action

in the Baltimore City Court a rule will be #### entered requiring
I I

you to plead to the within declaration within fifteen days there_

ater.

Attorney for the plaintiff.

The plaintiff in the above entitled cause prays a jury trial,

Attorneys for the plaintiff.



ATE OF MARYLAND,

Short Copy of Docket Entries



\7

State o£ Maryland
VS.

^
IN THE

dnmtnal (Emtrt of lalttmor?

31.

Term,

Charge,

Commitment filed,
— 9. £ 6 /r/

Recognizance filed,

/b6/-/W/**

Presentment filed—e.—d.—Capias issued—cepi,
u "w '

Recognizance taken,

Indictment filed,

Arraigned and pleads,

Submits under plea, , before

Verdict:
JI

.ft-

STATE OP MARYLAND,

Baltimore City, to wit:

I Hereby Certify that the aforegoing is a true Copy of the Docket entries in the aforesaid case, taken
•» _ _

-and copied fromTthe' record of-~pfoceedings~of the Criminal Court-of Baltimore.-

In Testimony Whereof, I hereto set my hand andaffix the seal of .

the Criminal Courpef-Balti'fnore, ^



• * • * *

^

V



7/

T.;VJ. Colbert, A l i a s ,Ui l l i an \h Colbert »t in TIIE

VS. M

j , Baltinore City eourt.
nhe Baltinore *nnual Conference of the

7/

African nethodist Episcopal church, a #

body corporate

To the Honorable, the judge of the aforesaid galtinore ~ity c° u r t :

The plaintiff, \1,*.J, Colbert, alias, Uillian M. Colbert, by h6s

Attorneys, J. Stewart ^avis and U. Grant ^yler;

Iloves this rTonorable Court to striL'e out the ftenurrerof the

defendant, "he ^altinore Annual Confe rence of the AfriQan Iletho-

dist Episcopal church, a body corporate, for the following reasons:-

1.

Because under Rule ^even of the Rules of the Guprene 3enoh

of Baltimore City; To wit:

"Ho denurrer, or notion or other paper which nay require a hearing

by the C'ourt in advance of t r ial of the whole case on the norits

shall be filed until after a copy thereof shall have been served

upon the opposite party or counsel of record or otherwise in

accordance with the provissions of Rule 11; and the natter of

such denurrer notion or other paper shall stand for hearing,

without further notice at the f i rs t convenient opportunity on a

day set apart for such hearings, after five days fron tlie Service



of a copy of tho papers aforesaid.

IJULE 11.

Every notice shall be in i/riting, and, together vith a ooyj of

the pleading or paper to which i t refers, shall bo served en the

Attorney of record of the party to be affected by i t , or leC t at

tho office of such attorney.

Ue, the attorneys of record in the above enti t led cause, individual^

say, that no service of the denurror filed in th is cause or a

copy thereof has at any tino sine® th© f i l ing of tho Amended "ITarr"

in the abov© ©ntitled cause boon served on us or has a eopy boon

loft at ©ithi^of our respective offices.

Because further we hav© been denied duo process of LLV:.1

To tho ond tho refer©, we nov© that tho deaurrer bo strie'ren from

tho f i les of this Honorable ' car t .

Attomojr- for tlic? ~nlvL?wfs?.



in the

Baltimore City Court.

W.W. Colbert

vs.
The Baltimore Conference
of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, a "body
corporate.

DEMURRER to second amended

Declaration.

Mr. Clerk

Please file

-*£
Atforney roar The j
/Conference of the. African

t Bpiacopal C>iurch.



W. W» Colbert

VS.

Baltimore conference
of the African Methodist
Episcopal-.'churchj a.body
corporate.

IN THE

BALTIMORE CITY COURT,

'The Baltimore conference of the African Metho-

dist Episcopal Church, by John Watson,Jr., its attorney,

demurs to-the second amended declaration-in the above en-

titled case and for cause of demurrer says:'-

That the declaration is had "in "substance and

insufficient in law.

Eorney for The Fa/tftfrao're Con-
"f^rence of t h e A ^ r r c a n Methodist

episcopal Church*



in the

Baltimore city court.

W.W. Colbert

VS.

The"Baltimore Conference
of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, a body
corporate• • • -

Mr. clerk

Please file

Service of copy admitted
this day of February, 1923

Sol'r for Plaintiff



*7. TT, Colbert

VS,

The Baltimore conference
of the African Methodist
Episcopal church, a body
corporate.

II? THE

BALTIMORE CIT? COURT,

The Baltimore conference of the African retho-

diat Episcopal Church, by John TTatson, Jr., its attorney,

demurs to the second amended declaration in the above en-

titled case and for cause of demurrer says:-

That the declaration is bad in substance and

insufficient in lav.

Attorney for T&ie Baltimore con-
ference of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church,

STATE OF MARYLAND

CITY OF BALTIMORE, to vit:-

I HEKJ5BY CiKRTIFY that on this 19th day
February in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-three,
"before the subscriber a Notary Public of the State of Hary«
land in and for the City of Baltimore aforesaid,personal^
-appeared c. Rollins Rogers and made oath in due form of
law- that a copy of the foregoing Demurrer t?as served upon
U. Grant Tyler of counsel for plaintiff, February 19th,
19 23. .

Witness my hand and notarial seal.

Notary Public.



-d^f^



W* WV Colbert , a l i a s , f i l l i a n S. Colbert # IN TIE
VS. j

The Bal t inore Annual Cinference of the African #
Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate | Baltimore City cou r t .

XI. XI. Colbert , a l i a s , Will ian U. Colber t ,by-J .Stewar t Davis and U.Grant
Tyler, h i s a t to rneys , sues, the Baltimore annual conference 8>f th©
African Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate , incorporated unds r the
laws d)f the State of Maryland and having i t s p r i nc ipa l of f ice in Baltimore
City and a res ident agent, ac tua l ly res id ing in Baltimore City and carrying
on part of i t s business in the city of Baltinore in said gtate;

FOR THAT, the defendant corporation is part owner of a printing establ ishnent
which prints and publishes a paper and other periodicals, anong then is a
jbanphlet, called the ninutes of the one hundred and fourth annual session of
the Baltimore Conference; during the conference year of 1920 and 1921, HSV.
XI.VI. Colbert was stationed at Uest River and Tee fjee, yd., while stat: onod
he, the said, U.V.Colbert was wrongfully charged b'y a woman of ^al tiro re City

of being th© father of her bastard child, he the said, XI.VI. Cilbert, alias,
YJilliam XI. Colbert, plaintiff, herein, was tried in th© grininal Court of
Baltinore City of said charge and found not guilty:
Thereupon, the presiding elder of the potonac distr ict , th© ^ev. SFan&sjA.
Briscoe,actinging in the capacity as agent of tho said defendant corporation,
visited in porson the congregation and congregations of which tho Rev. W.W.
Colbert, alias, Uillian XI. Colbert, was pastor, and reported or explained to
them ( in substance, that he as agent and presiding elder of the Baltimore
annual conference of the African Methodist Church, a bodjf corporate, of which,
th© Right Rev. J.Albert Johnson, D.D. was presiding gishop and J.,A. Ycung,
Secretary, found no fault in hin, the Rev. W.W. Colbert, alias, $illiaD XI.
Colbert, ninister of Tee B©©I Md. and West piver gircuit as th© court had
found hin not guilty and he their acting and duly accredited agetlt had no
additional evidence in Wtl& possession of which ho, the said, Janes A .Briscoe

Presiding elder of the $M$&$&0$ Potomac distr ict of the galtinore annual con-
ference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate could hold
hin, the said W.U. Colbert, alias, "William W. Colbert, guilty of the aforesaid
charge as nade against hin by the wonan charging hin with being the father of
her bastard child, which, h© th© said presiding elder, agent of the defendant
corporation, reported to the caid defendant corporation, upon whioht ©port,
The 3altinore annual Conference of the African Tfethodist Episcopal phurch.a
body corporateC after having heard the report aforesaid of their agent, the t

Rev. Janes A. Briscoo, presiding elder of the #je$?£|##iWl#potonae district,.of the
said defendant corporation) passed the character ofttt.U. Colbert, alias,J'jillian
W.Colbert and upon the strenght of said vote of confidence, the piglit,Iev. J.
Albert Johnson, D.D., presiding at the 104th. annual session of the galtinore
annual conference of the African Methodist Episcopal church,0 a body c'oxp orate,
issued a comniscion to XI.XI. Colbert, alias, Willian W. Colbert, authorising and
enpowering hin, the said plaintiff, to preaeh as a missionary in any or a l l the

ohurches in the connection and any other evangelical church, which would recogoni;
ze, his relation or orders as an Elder, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT, the defenda|$cor-
poration by i t s duly authorized agents, composed, conpiled, published or caused
to be published and.circulated or caused to be circulated in the^panphlet called
the.ninutes of the galtinore annual Conference of the African Methodist Episco-



-pal • ?hureh, a-body corporate, thru i t s publication committee, NAMELY;
A.L. "Gaines, J.YI. NORRIs, J.E. Nelson, prederick Douglas, M.B. 0avis,C.H.
Stepteau, and C.A.Williams, which said committee© was appointed and arthor-
ized and empowered by the Baltimore conference of th© African Methodist

Episcopal Church, a body corporate, to oonpile, compose and publish and cir-
culate the pamphlet or minutes of said defendant corporation as was compiled
and made at Bathel A.M.E. Church between the 20th. day of April and th© 24 th . ,
day of April, 1921, at DeJBSeJLE street and druid H i l l avenue, Baltimore 0ity:

Maryland, containing certain false, scandalous, malicious, defanitory and
libollious natter of and concerning V7.TJ. Colbert, alias, Willian W. Qolbert,

in his office and conduct as a ninister of the^gospel of the Baltinore annual
conference of the African Methodist Episcopal '^hurch, a body corporate:

VHICH SAID PAMPHLET or ninutes, the defendant corporation, published and
circulated throughout-the City of Baltimore, the gtate of Maryland andother
States in the united states,]

AND FOR THAT the plaintiff is and for many years last past has been a citizen
and resident of the state of Maryland and has always been deeply inter ested
in the noral uplift and welfare of the colored people thereof and has contin.,'
uously for many years last past devoted hd>s tine, thought and energies and
faculties to the advancement of his people, par t icular ly as a ninister of

the gospel to the civic', social and moral uplift and as such,the plaintiff, VI.
\J. Colbert, alias, Vfilliam W. Colbert, has always conducted himself above re-
proach and" until the eomnitting of the wrongs and grievances by the defendant,
herein after mentioned by the defendant, was reputed and esteemed by, and among
all his neighbors .and other good and wofcthy citizens of Baltimore, |tatB of
Maryland and the ynited States to whon he was in anywise known as a person of
good, name, fame, credit and o/^good moral character in his public and private

l ife and as personally and morally interested in the welfare and improvement of
the morals and welbeing ôf others of his race:

THAT the plaintiff, VM7. Colbert, alias, Y/illian ?/. Colbert is and has been a
minister of the gospel of the Baltimore Annual Conference of the Afrioan Metho-
dist Episcopal church, a body corporate, and as such, •'•he chief requisite of a

Christain ninister of the gospel, is his sincerity for the sake of his influ-

ence among the members of his Church, congregation and the denomination as well

as among other good and respectable eotizens of Baltimore City, state of

Maryland and elsewhere: THAT THERE RIGHTFULLY exists a deep and widespread
aversion, hostility and a desire to shun and a deep and acute sentiment amongl

the people of his church, congregation and his race generally to ostracise any
one who is repute^,charge^pr belived to b© false to himself or to a friend, i t
is so prevalent that he, the said plaintiff, W.W. Colbert, alias, Willian 17.

Colbert has been wholly cut off from preaohing the gospel among his people , alth<
he has been licensed or authorixed by the Baltimore annual conference of t the

African Methodist Episcopal Church, so to do and is shunned as though he £6 b e

a leper, nore particularly because he, the said plaintiff i s a minister of the
gospel and being in the public eye constantly does the charge or false ohargo by
his conference hinder, hamper, obstruct._and impair his usefulness among good
and worthy citizens of Baltimore City, Maryland, and whereever the minute s are
circulated and read, many worthy citizens believe the false scandalous and d©-.



Fanitory and lifoolious nat ter to be true, so deep and acute and universal
anong respectable people and anong his fellow churchnen has tho f alse,s canda-
lous, malicious natter been circulated, read and believed or suspected,
( having been cunningly circulated by persons whoso standing and integrity
counts amont the members of said defendant corporation:", that tho plaintiff hasl
been an object of ridicule, contempt, hatred, obld^U^i/, scorn and oetracisn-

uopn the part of vittually the whole membership of the African Methodist Epis-
copal church and becone generally condemned, dreaded, hated and ostracised by
said nenbers of the African Methodist Episcopal church, a body corporate,
throughout America", both North and South and VJest Indies and Afirca aid
among other good and lawfml citizens of Baltimore City and State of Maryland
and Americas.

THAT THE Plaintiff- has never been guilty or accused until the tine heroin
mentioned or ever been believed or accused or suspected to be capable c£ baing
guilty of such infidelity or perfidy either to hinself or to a friend; BUT
on the contrary he is a true friend even loves his enenies and constantly
prays for them, who doceitfully and maliciously wrong hin; AND NEVERTHElE SS\
the defendant corporation well knowing the premises, yet, contrivingly,
wickedly, maliciously and intending to injure hin, the plaintiff in his good
name, fame and credit, reputation and in his social relationship as well as hii
the plaintiff in his capacity as a ninistor of the gospel of the African Meth-
odist Episcopal church and to bring him into public scandal, disgrace^en d

infamy with and among other worthy citizens of the city of Baltinore, ^tate of
Maryland, and elsewhere and cause i t to be suspected and believed by his said
neighbors and associates and to oppress, injure and ruin tho plaintiff, did,
oh or about or between the 20th., day of April,, 1021, and tho 24th., day of

April, 1921, in a certain phanphlet or minutes by then printed, published or
caused to be printed or published and caused to be circulated in galtinoie city
State of Maryland, and elsewhere, CALLED THE MINUTES OF THE ONE HUNFRED AHD
FOURTH ANNUAL SESSION OF THE BALTIMORE CONFERENCE.

HELD IN BETHEL A.M.S. CHURCH, LAN VALE STRSET AND DRUID HILL, AVS.
BALTIMORE Md.

Fron A p r i l , 2 0 t h . t o A p r i l , 2 4 t h . 1 9 2 1 .
Conference officers.

Rtt Rev. J.Albert Johnson Presiding gishop.
Rev. D.G. Hill presiding ^lder.

Rev. Frederick Douglas Pastor.
Rev. J.A. Yotiing ' Secretary.

Printed or paid for, published and circulated by tho defendant corporation .or
caused and procured to be circulated throughout the City of ^altinore and | tato
of Maryland and elsewhere wherein large populations of the readers of th© ninuto:
or phamphlet and members of the African Methodist EPiscopal church, a body cor-

porate, and congreagatinn live and reside of and concerning th© plaintiff,a
certain false, scandalous, defanator$$!f and libelious matter following:

of and concerning the Plaintiff;

THAT I S TO) SAY:



Tee Bee, Md. Rev. W.W. Colbert, Pastor-
Rev. Colbert has had two appointnents this year but the people at both churc

-hee rejected hin. he i s not true to hinself nor to his friends. >
The conference should rid itself of such nen.

West River Circuit: Rev. C.B. Baily, Pastor.-
Rev. Baily has served this charge six months. lie has brought the people
together after the dark days of Rev. U.U. Colbert ' s pastorage.

The future is bright for the work.

THAT THE PERSON REFERRED to in the publication above, recited.as.W.tf. Colbert
was and is the plaintiff, that by said publication above recited
the defendant corporation meant that the plaintiff was a false friend.

That the defendant meant that ho the said plaintiff was lacking in one of
the chief essentials of a ninister of the gospel, nanoly, SINCERITY, by
saying he is false to hinself and to his friends.

That the defendant corporation by i t s agent neant, the ROT* W.W. Colbert by
his INSINCERITY, had driven the nenbers and congregation fron Yfest River,

That the defendant corporation by i t s agent neant that he the plaintiff, W.TT.

Colbert had been or was derelict in his duties as a ninister of the gospel at

West River Circuit and Tee Bee, Md.

BY REASON OF SAID Pur&Siiing, publication and circulation of the said false ,
nalicious, defanitory and libelious natter the plaintiff has been brougi t intc

public ridicule, contenpt and hatred anong the nany good and lawful citizens'
and has been wffbolly deprived of the neans of his naking his livelihood by
preaching the gospel by the said false publiscation and circulation of tho
scandalous and libelious natter by the defendant corporation m̂ g Baltinore
annual conference of the African Methodist Episcopal church,'a body corporate.

WHEREFORE he the plaintiff clains danages^ the sun of fifty thousand
dollars.



Take Notice.

That on the day of your appearance to this action in the ̂ altinore City

Court a rule will be entered requiring you to plead to the within

declaration within fifteen days thereafter.

i
ItVBlJltalH

Plaintiff'is Attorneys.

The plaintiff in the above entitled cause rcrays a jury t r ia l .

L
Plaintiff's Attorneys.



in the

Baltimore City Court.

W. W. Colbert

VS.

Baltimore Conference
of the African Methodist
Episcopal church, a body
corporate.

D E M U R R E R .

Mr. clerk:-

Please file.

j Service? of copy admitted
' thi s ̂6">^lday of" May, 1923'



W, Colbert

Baltimore Conference
of the•African Methodist
Episcopal church, a "body
corporate.

IN THE

BALTIMORE CITY COURT.

' The Baltimore Conference of the African

Methodist Episcopal Church, "by John Watson, Jr., its attorney,

demurs to the third Amended Declaration-, filed May/T^t 1923,

in the above entitled case, and for cau-se of demurrer' says:

That the declaration is bad in substance and

insufficient in law.

Attorney for The ^ltimdre" Con-
//ference of the African Methodist
£/Episcopal Church.



Order for Appearance.



vs.

Baltimore City Court.

Jfo.

MR. CLERK : Enter

{Return 9) ay 792

appearance for the

in this case.

192

FILED SEP 4 1924

Attorney.



S O BILTILDM CITY COL' n

\U COLBERT,

VS,

i". lira IFF

A. BRISCOJ£, i n d i v i d u a l l y ,
and t h e BiJ/IHIOBii CONE51E1\C£ OF
l'Hc: ^FRICAK LLcTnuD 1ST EPISCO2AL
GHUSCHs a body c o r p o r a t e .

Clerks
Issue in t h i s case and

send copy of the declaration
notice with the writ to be served
on the Defendants and make the
writ returnable on the second
liondax, o f September

Ai'TY FOR PLtlUTIFF.

JAMES E. TIPPETT

ATTO n N E Y-AT- LAW

SO1-6O3 GAITHER BLDG.

BALTIMORE, MD,

SEP 4 1924
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W. W. COLBERT,
PLAINTIFF

VS.

JAMES A. BRISCOE, INDIVIDUALLY,
and the BALTIMORE CONFERENCE OF
THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH, A BODY CORPORATE,

DEFENDANTS.

IN THE BALTIMORE CITY COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

4th AMENDED DECLARATION

W. W. Colbert, Plaintiff sues James A. Briscoe and the Baltimore

Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate.

For that at the time hereinafter mentioned the Plaintiff was a

duly ordained minister of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and en-

joying the confidence and respect of his friends, associates and ac-

quaintances, and that at said time he was engaged in spiritual and

evangelistical work, preac'hing and speaking at churches in various parts

of the State of Maryland, District of Columbia and elsewhere,from which

services and work he was earning a large and lucrative income in

addition to enjoying a reputation for integrity and honesty, and that the

Defendant, The Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal

Church, a body corporate, held certain sessions or meetings in the City

of Baltimore from the 20th day of April 1921 to the 24th day of April,

1921 and that the proceedings at said sessions were duly printed by order

of the defendants and recorded in a certain book or pamphlet called

"MINUTES OF THE 104th ANNUAL SESSION OF THE BALTIMORE CONFERENCE OF THE

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH", and that in said book or pamphlet

the Defendants caused to-be printed and published and sent to many other

ministers of the said African Methodist Episcopal Church and to various

other parties the following false and malicious writings and statements.

"Tee Bee, Md., Rev. W. W. Colbert (meaning the Plaintiff),
pastor. Rev. Colbert (meaning the Plaintiff) had two appointments this
year, but the people at both churches rejected him (meaning the Plaintiff).
He (meaning the Plaintiff) is not true to himself nor to his (meaning
the Plaintiff's) friends. The Conference should rid itself of such men



(meaning the Plaintiff).

That shortly after said meetings or sessions at the time herein-

before mentioned, said book or pamphlet containing said false and defamatory

matter was printed and published and sent broadcast to the various churches

and ministers who are well known td> the Plaintiff, as well as to many

members of the congregations of said various churches, and that as a result

of the printing and publishing of said false,fiefamatory and malicious

statements the Plaintiff has been brought into disrepute and has been

deprived of various employments and engagements from which he would have

received large sums of money for his said services and work, and for a

more particular account of his damages as a result of said false and

malicious statements and the publishing and printing thereof he was deprived

of speaking and preaching at the following churches.

THE METROPOLITAN AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, D. C.
BROWN'S MEMORIAL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, D. C.
ST PAUL'S AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, D. C.
EBERNEZER AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, D. C.
CAMPBELL'S AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, D. C.

and many other churches in the District of Columbia and the State of Maryland

and elsewhere, and from which engagements he would have been paid large

sums of money, but all of which was lost by reason of the false, malicious

and scandalous statements and writings printed and published by the Defendants

as hereinbefore set forth.

WHEREFOR this suit is brought and the Plaintiff claims

$50,000.00 damages.

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF.

TO JAMES A. BRISCOE, individually, and the BALTIMORE CONFERENCE

OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, a body corporate,

DEFENDANTS.

TAKE NOTIfiE: That on the day of your appearance to this
action a rule will be entered requiring you to pleo.d to said declaration in
accordance with the st_tute in such cases Hade and provided, or judgment
by default will be entered against you. //^ _ ^ i ? f y vy / / / 1

"ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF.

And the Plaintiff elects^to have this case tried before a Jury.

attorney for plaintiff.



J
In the

Baltimore City Cou:

W.W. Colbert

vs.
The Baltimore Annual Confer-
ence of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church &c.,

FOR JUDGMENT OF

NON P R O S .

. Clerk

Please file

/) Atffy, forDefen«ftjt"s'

1 0 m



W. W. Colbert

VS.

The Baltimore Annual Conference
of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church &c«v

IH THE

BALTIMORE CITY COURT

The Defendants in the above rentitled case move that

the fourth Amended Declaration, filed September 4th, 1924, be

not received because the same was not filed within the time lim-

ited by the order of this Court, and further morajf for a judg-

ment of non pros because of such failure to file said amended

declaration within the said time.

/YAtty* for


