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FIRST COUNT.

W.W. COLBERT; PLAINTIFF.
JAMES A,BRISCOE, INDIVIDUALLY AND THE

BALTIMORE CONFERENCE OF THE BALTIMORE CITY COURT

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, : OoF

b

(A BODY CORPORATE, DEFENDANTS) : - BALTIMORE CITY.
FIRST COUNT.

The Plaintiff by his attorneys, J.Stgyard Davis and U,
Grant Tyler, sues, the defendants, Jéﬁés~A?Briscoe individually
and the Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church)a body corporate, said Corporation, defendants, FOR THAT:
The defendants in the minutes of the One hundred and fourth an-
nual session of the Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist
Bpiscopal Church, a body corporate, while in session at Laneale
Street and Druid Hill avenue, in the city of Baltimore and the
State of Maryland, from 20th. of Apri{fzo 24th3~1921' the right
Reverend J.Albert Johnson, Bishop, presiding, Rev.D.G.Hill, Pres-
iding,Elder,”RSXA?rederick bouglas, Pasto;, with Rév.J.A.Youngk
Secretarx4hby its agents and servantis did publish, among other
things, the false, scandalous, malicious, defamatory, libellious
matter; T0 WIT:==w=--

"7EX BEE,MD. Rev.W.W.Colbert, Pastor". Rev. Colbert had
two appointments this year, but.the people at both churches re-
Jected him. He is not true to himself nor to his friends, 'The
conference should rid itself of sach men". Yet the defendants,
well knowing the premises and contriyving wickedly and malicious;
ly intending to injure the plaintiff in his good name, fame and
credit and to bring him into public scandal, infamy and disgrace,
with and among his neighbors and Othiip%ﬁszﬁfd vorthy citizens

i~
of the city of Baltimore and.else-where,by its agents and ser-

M

vants published the minutes of the One hundred and fourth seséién

of the Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist\Episcopal
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Church, a body corporatékﬁy its agents and servants ccused to be
circulated and rcad heretofore TO VIT:i====- -
[72!

(From and ofter the 20th. dey of April,Ato 24th. day of
April, 1921, said days being the sescions of the aforesaid con-
Terence in the city of B-ltimore nnd State ol .nryland, w@t thich
sessions the said minutes was made formulcted ond published,in
the city of -—cltimore, Stnte of i rylend, at Lonvale street ond
Druid Hill ave. in the city of Bultimore ond the Stote of .ary-
lend by scid James AJBriscoe and the Boltimore Conference of “the
Africen kethodist soiscopal Church, o body corporate, os c.fore-

AmAunJ*Jktw“N

scid folsely, wickedly and m31101ouslagpy its ogunts and scer-
vants did couwpose .nd publisih ond ccused to be cowposed ond pubs-
lished in their minutes, called tite minutes of the one hundreg
and fourth annual Session of the Srltimore Conference of the afri
~can Methodist Eniscopal Church, o body corvornte, ond in onrti-
cular of ~and concernineg the plfinticr ¢nd of ond concerning the
said office of o ministcr of the gospmel of the african llethodist
Episcopal Church, herein after called(the A.Li.&.Church) a body
corporate, ond in marti ul*ragi_:nd concerning tne aforesnid
office of the plﬁintif?odpy its wounts cud gervants did mublish
o certein false and scondalous, melicious and defom-tory 1ib -1,
vhicn s understood by tiic nublishcors of scid .iinutes ol thc
onc rsundred ond rourth annucl session ol the Boltimorc Coricrencc
ol thc(A.u.ﬁ.Church)wndAmecs A.Briscoe individuclly and viich
wos understood by tne readors ol said .ainutes, in tie soncc horc-
inafter set forth in the innucado, (nd intended by the ‘lcfendents
to be so undertodd, containing emong other things, the {-.lse,
scondclous, m~licious, defeii tory, litelious n-tter ond -cuged
the same to bc widely circul - ted .nd recd in the city of B-lti-
more other vnortions of unrylond, Africa, South Amcrice: As Fol-
Lows: That 1s to soy:

"TE3 BEE, Md. Rev.V.V..Colbert, Pastor. Rev.Colbirt m-as
n~d wwo cppoijunents this yeor but the people at both churches,
rejected him. He is not truce te himself nor to his frionlsg.ihc

-,

Confercnce should rid itsclf{ of such mon" "Thereby ...~nine
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that Rev. W.W.Colbert, pastor at Tee Bee, Md. under the super-
vision of the Baltimore Conference({with James @.Briscoe) presid-
ing ¥lder) an officer of the Baltiﬁore Conference, is a knave
or Scondrelor Villian, meaning in particulor the plaintiff was
a moral leper, meaning he the plaintiff hesdein named had viola=-
ted his obligation taken in ORDINATION, when entering the Balti-
more Conference;'To the great damage of the plaintiff, vwherefore,

he claims Five thousand dollars damages.

ATTORNEYS TYOR VYPLAIKNTIFF,

N.B.

TAKE notice that on the day of your appearonce to this
cction in theQé&ZWW; a rule will be entered, requiring you

to plcad o the within declaration within fifﬁeén doys thereafter.

PLAIYTIFF'S ATTORVIYS,

THE PLAINTIFF IN THE ABOVE ENTITLED CAUSE, PRAYS, A JURY TRIAL,
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PLAIRTIFF'S ATTORNEYS,
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W.W COLBERT, PLAINTIFF
VS. N IN THE CITY COURT
THE BALTIMORE CONWFERENCE OF ::
THE AFRICAN METHODIST N OF
EPISCOPAL CHURCH,

( A BODY CORPORATE , DEFEN-
DANT) . BALTIMORE CITY.

------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------

SECOND COUNT

The Plaintiff, W.V.Colbert, by his attorneys, J.
Steward Davis and U.Gront Tyler, sues the defendant, The Ba:ti-
more Conference of the African illethodist Episcopal Church, a bo-
dy Corporate, defendant, FOR THAT:

The defendant, The Baltimore Conference of the Afri-
can lietnodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate, while in session
vt Lanvale Street and Druid Hill ave. in the city of Baltimore,
Stete of Marylond, from 20th. day of April 1921 to 24th. day of
April, 1921, the Right Reverend J.Albert Johnson, Bishop, presid=-
ing: Rev.D.G.Hill, Presiding Blder; Rev. Frederick Douglis, Pasg-
tor; with Rev.J.A.Young, Secretary, by ‘its agents cnd servaqts
did publish, cmong other things, the false, scandalous, malicious,
defamotory, libelious matter; TO WIf w—=w==

"TwE BEE, 1D. Rev. V.V. COlbert, Pastor. Rev.Colbert

ad tio appointments this year, but the people at both caurches
rejected him. He is not true to himself nor to his fraicnds. The
Conference should rid itself ol such menh. Yet tiie defendant,
well knowing the premises and contriving, w1ckedly and walicious-
ly, intending to ingure the pl»lntlff in hls good name cnd fome
and credait cad to braing haim,V.W.Colbert, vnleointiff into public
scandnl, infomy and discrace, vith ond aumong his ncichbors ond
other good oand wortlhy citizens of the city of Beltismore ond elsc-

”

\Icre, the minutes of the one hundred and fourth session of the
Boltimore Conference of the Affican ietliodist Epis;ﬁafl Chuich,

-

. body corporate, by its wgrents and servants be circulr.ted

end read herctofore, TO “IT:--=
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From and after thae 20th. and 24th. days of April, 1921,
saque being the days of its compilotion and Jormation by the said
conference, its agents and servants, at Bethel' African Metho-
dist Episcopal Chvurch, nt cnd from which time and place the
~foresnid minutes wos composed, formulated, compilced and wos
published(snid placc being in the city of Beoltimorc, Stote of
Horylond) in the minutes of said Boltimore Conferencimii the Afri
-¢'n Methodist Apiscopal Churcia, & hody corporate, andApublicat-
ion committee beinf agents of the said body corporate which re-
ferred in particular to the plaintiff in his office ond charac-
ter as o aminister of the gospel, that the Presiding Elder, James
A.Briscoe, in his copocity os such 2n officer of tae Beltimore
Conference of the African liethodist Episcopel Church, o body cor-
porate, upon whose presentation as such an officer of said corpor
~-ution, wvhich said conference passed upon W.W. COLBERT'S charac-
ter, after which the conference refused to give the plaintiff an
apoointment and his brother wministers refuse and still refuse to
vermit the plaintiff to use tbeiq pulpits, vherefore they did
wilfully, maliciously, defcme the caarrcter of the said Rev.W.V.
COLBHRT, & minister of the gospel, yet the defendant, well knowin
~-g tne premises and contriving and wickedly ~nd wecliciously in-
tending to injure the plointiiff in his good neme, fame nnd crdit
ond to bring him into public scandal, infamy and disgrace, among
his fellow ministers and with all his neighbors and other good
and worthy citizens of Baltimore City and else where, vhere-ever
the said minutes should be circulated and read and further to
prevent the plaintirf from being recelved into any other evange-
lical church, with his attained orders and in particulor includ-
ing the plaintiff end concerning the plaintiff's conduct in office
s 2 minister of the gospel, ot Tee Bee, Md. in particulor, rnd
the other charge during the conference year, ending April 24th.,
1921, of the conference ky iis agents and servantaafaused a cer-

tain faolse, scandnlousfwmalicious ond defamatory Libel,{which vos

understood cnd intended to be so understood, by the recsders of

said

1

winules in the sense hereinafter set forth in the innuendo
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and was by the defendant caused to be widely circulated and rea

[

in the city of Baltimore and State of laryland, AS FOLLOWS: THET

"EE IS WOT TRUZ TO HIMSELF NOR TO HIS FRIENDS, THE cong
FERENCE SHOULD GET RID oF SUCE WEET,  Meaning thereby;'he, REV.V.
V.CQLBEﬁT, Pastof,vplaintiff he¥ein named is & knave; = scondrel-
and not fit to &séeciate with gentlem«n of clotd, or ministers of
the gospel, menning also, He, Rev.W.W.COLZERT, pi. nb¢ff herein
LIPER and to prévent its syte&d the conference

of him. To. the great &

B he clsims ‘? 000, rifty thousend dolliars da=-
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Teke notice #t on the day of your appearsnce to this

gction in th 2 rule will DP cntered,
regui I‘ll’l” vou to nplead the hin declarction vithin fifteen
dd t1ere Ther.
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~ Attorney for Plaintiff

day of .o ize /R0
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WRIT OF SUMMONS

STATE OF MARYLAND

BALTIMORE CITY, To wit.
To the Sheriff of Baltimore City, Qreeting:

You are commanded to summon Japes A. Briscoe, indiv 1dua11y, and

5/32 Jletty
The Baltimore Conference of the African Methgdlg Eplsconal

ﬁxr%/m&f @W /

/ /wwwv-'/b £

Church, a body corporate,

. . f . . .
of Baltimore City, to appear before the Baltimore City Court, to be held at the Court House in the same

ale
city, on the second Monday of “February inst. Xxmexts to answer an action at the

suit of

W. W. Colbert

and have you then and there this writ.
Mitness the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

Cuty, the 9" day of January 192 2.

Issued the g" day of February in the year 192 2.

!
A Clerk.




X L 2 [
_/1'/-‘
ES In the 5

Baltimore City Court.
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| W.W, Colbert

—
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+ VS.
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James A, Bri%coe i
et al :
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i 1r. Clerk )

Please enter my appear-
ance for The Baltimore Annual
conference of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church,
defendant, and file this
Demurrer.,

t

[

1 3
t

67Attorney for Demdrrant E

Service of copy of this
Demurrer admit ted this 22nd .

Y bialtyln
/A o ,

Atty for Plaintiff.

, i;%ié%!26¢2%2342)/33‘;Cf;i’L/'

. aw e

.




W. W. Colhert

VsS. IN THE

James A, Briscoe BALTIMORYE CITY COURT.
et al

The Baltimore Annual Cdnference of the Af?ican
.Methodist Episcopal Church,’one of the defendants in this
casg-demurs to the deciaration filed herein and for cause
of.demurrer says that tﬁe said declaration is bad in, sub=

stance

677’Attorney for gemﬁirant.
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W.W, COLBERT, Plaintiff i IN THE
' #
VS, # : i
# Beltimore City gourt
The Baltinore @onferenda of the Afircan 5? .
d
# 4
Methodist Episecopal Ghurch, a body corporate @
#

To the ionorable, the Judge of the aforesaid Courti——mw—

;ho‘plaintiff, WeW. Colbert, in this suit, by J.Stewart Davis and

U. Grant Tyler, his attorneys, sues the defendant, the paltimore Conf ronce

of theVAfircan Methodist Episcopal Chureh, a body corporate, FOR THAT;=———

During the annual session of the Baltimore Conference of the Afriecan pmethodisqy

Episcopal Church, a body corpozate, from the 20 of April, 1921, to tme 28th.,

day of April , 1921, inelusive, the defendant, by its agent and serva ts,
complied and composed and published or cause to be composed and published, a

certain malicious, false and scandalous article in a pamphlet dalled, the

minutes of the Annual Conference of the zaltimore Conference of the African

Methodist Church, a body corporate; %et the defendant, the Bqltimore Conferenx
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate, well knoring the

said plaintiff, W.W. Colbert, a minister of the gospel in his capacity as J

such and contriving and wieckedly and maliciously intending to injure the
said plaintiff in hiéf good fame and credit and to bring him into publi ¢
scandal, infanmy and disgrace and to cause it to be susvected and belis ved
that the plaintiff had violated his oblogation im ~rdination and had been

false and treachous to his friends, so much so til ~ad become unfit to




associate with the members of the Baltimore gonference of the African

Methodist Episcopal church, a body corporate, ( an association of chr stian

gentlemen) and they did falsely, wickedly and naliciously dompose and publish

or cause to be composed and published of and concerning the plaintiff, 1.V
Colbert and concerning his conduct, he beipg a minister of the gospel, a cer-
tain false, sScandalous, nmalicious and defamatory libel, concerning his
offiecinl conduct at Vest River Circuit and:Z;o Bee Md., and elsewhere;
That is to 5y teww

"7¢e Bee, Md. Rev. W. /. Colbert, Pastor.

Rev. Colbert has had two appointments this year, but the people at bc h

h

churches rejeocted him. “e is not true to himself nor to his friends."

7he conferencas should rid itself of such Don."

Meaning thereby that he the Rev. W.¥W. Colbert, was not trustworthy and that

he, Rev. V.W. Colbert was false to himself and his friends, alike and as sucl

unfit to be 2 minister of the gospel, therefore the conference should rid

itself of him and others like him. Meaning he was immoral, because like
Judas Iscariot he had or would betray a friend. :ecauso not being true to
hinmself, it follows as does the day the night he could not nor wolud m+t be
true to BEHEMERY others.
That by means of said publication in the minutes of

the aforesaidBRLESMORE AFRICAN METHODIS CHURCH, a body corporaten thmwughout

its domain, includding Maryland, District of ,Columbia, as well as th ﬂ##;y

domains of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, including the anited

Stateé, South Anmerica and portions of Afriea; by reagon of the aforesaid
grievance, he the said plaintiff, has been and 1's greatly injured inh is

good nane and credit and brought into public scandal, infamy and disgrace.



insorueh that divers good and worthy citizens of the commonwealth haw s by

reason of the aforesaid false, malicious, se¢andalous liber, suspected and

believed and still suspects and believes the plaintiff to have been guilty

)

of the charge nade, being lacking in morals and unfaithful to himself and

friends; Because also of the said publiecation the in the nminutes of ‘tie

Annual conference of the paltinore ;‘onferenco of the Afric‘a.n Methodist

i

Episcopal Church, a body cecorporate, ministers of the Baltimore conference of
theAMethodist Episcopal Chureh, a body corporate, haye mefused to allor the
plaintiff, W.W., Colbert, a minister of the gospel, to preacéh in their milrit

or to have any transactions with the said vlaintiff as they otherwise would

have had causing great pecuniary loss to the plaintiff to the damage of the

plaintiff and therefors he brings this suit claining% W

dollars damages therefor.

) D
Solicitors for the :1a.intii‘f.‘

TAKE NOTICE, that on the day of your appearance to this action in the
Baltimore City court, a rule will be entered, requiring you to plead to the
within declaration within fifteen days.

(Blo
Y bfzztd Py

Plaintiff s Attorney




The plaintiff in the above entitled cause prays that this cause ha

tried by a jury of twelve men.

Y i

Attorneys for the Plaintifft.
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In the 2
Baltimore City Court.
W.W. Colbert
vs.
The Baltimore Conference of the
African Methodist Episcopidl
Church, a body corporate

DEMURRER to Amended Declara-
tion.

Mr. Clerk

Please file




W. W. Colbert

IN THE
vVS.

BALTIMORE CITY COURT,
The Baltimore Conference '

of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, a body
ecorporate. .
L P
) :

l’l
The Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, by John Watson,Jr., its attorney, demurs
to the amended declaration in the above entitled case and

for cause of demurrer says:

That the declaration is bad in substance and

insufficient in law.
Trney for THE’BaE%émore Conference

f the African Methodist Episcopal
Church.
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# IN THE
W.W.Colbert,alias, WilliamW.Colbert #
##

Vs

{ The Baltimore Annual’ Conference of the

#galtimore City Qourt.
¥
i African Methodist Episcopal Church, #
#
#
of

& body corporate

9

To the Honorable, the {udge the aforesald Court;

FIRST COUNT,

s

The plaintiff, W.W.Oolbert,alias, William W.Colbert, by his
attorneys, J,Stewart Davis and U.Grant Tyler, sues, the defendant
The Baltimore Annual Oonference of the African Methodist Episcopal.
Church, & body corporate, FOR THAT;

The plaintiff, W.W, Colbert, altas, William W, Solbert,while
being a minister of the Baltimore Annual Conference of the “frican
Methodiset Episcopal Church, a body corporate, in good stanfiing '
and while stationed by appointment of Bishop, J.Albert Johnson, at
dTee Bee, Md. and West River Cirouit quring the conference year :
lending on or about April, [, th. 1921; and while the Baltimore anria
! conference of the African H&thodlst Episcopal Church, a body cor

, porate was 1n sesslion of 1ts one hundredth and fourth session at™
'‘Bethel A.M.E.Church, anvale street and Druid Hill avehue, the

. defendant corporation’in the regular course of business passed the
i character of the plaintiff, the Rev.W.W.Golbert,alias, William W,

i Colbert and he was by the sald conference in due course of appoin_
v tment, made an Evangellst, the sent out or commissioned to preach

i the gospel of the New Testament and such of the_0ld “estament as
‘was and 1s authorized by authority of the sald “eneral Conference

! of the African Methodlst Episcopal Shurch, a body corporate and
ﬁwhile he the said Rev.W.W.Colbert,alias, William W.Colbert was
)stationed at the aforesaid church,Tee Bee, Md. end West River
;Ecircuit, he the said W.W.Colbert, alias, William W.’ ’olbert,,was by
' a certain woman (Annita Pierson) Charged with being the father of .
ﬁher bastard child and caused the plaintiff,W.,W.Colbert,ellas, .
#Williem W.Colbert,to be arrested, presented, indicted and upon

i sald indictment he was arraigned, plaeded not guilty and tried and.
i found not guilty by a jury in the oriminal court of baltimore city
| Acertified copy of which record is annexed hereto and prayed to be -
?i taken as a part of this count and marked exhibit, (A),

\ /

! Thereupon the presiding Elder of the Potomac District, the Rev,

! James A, Briscoe, visited in person the ocongregation or ocongrega

" tions and reported to themZ in substance that he the presiding

' Elder of the Baltimore Annual Conference of the African Methodist

i Episcopal Church, a body corporate,of which the right Rev.J.

: Albert Johnson,D.D. was presiding Bishop and J.A.Young,secretary,

4 found no fault in him the REv,., W.W. Colbert,alias, WilliamW.

' Colbert,pastor,then at Tee Bee,Md., and west river circuit as the o
" @riminal Court of Baltimore Oity had found him not guilty and he

" the said presiding Elder of the Potomac District of the Baltimore
Annual Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, a
body corporate, had no addtional evidence in hie possession
against him and colud not hold him guilBy of of the aforesald
charge and he the aforesaid, presiding Elder,aforesaid reported the
. same to the Baltimore Annual Conference, upon which report the ‘
! Baltimore annual conference of the african methodist episcopal

! church, a body corporate (after having heard the report of the

. said presiding elder, James 4 Briscoe aforementioned) passed the

! character of W.W.Colbert,alias, William W.Colbert,plaintiff,

J herein named, and a vote of conference given hlm upon which vote Q
: of oonfidence the right Rev, J.Albert Johnson,D.D. presidingat

' 4he 104th, annual session of the baltimore annual conference of

" the african methodist episcopal church,abody corporate,issued a

" commission to W.W.Colbert alias, William W.Colbert, to preach as &

: Migsionary in any and all the churches in the connection and any
-

PR GR R &S




other evangelical church which would recogonize his relagpions
as an elder, notwithstanding that, the defendant corporation
by its quly authorized agents, compiled, composed,published or
caused to be and circulated or caused to be ciroculated in the
minutes of the baltimore annual conference of the africen
mehhodist episcopal shurch, a body corporate, thru its publication
commlttee, namely, ALL, Gaines,J.W.Norris, J.R.Nelson, Frederick
Douglas, M.H.Bavis,:C.H,Young,D.G,Hill, O,B.Stepteau, and C.A.
Williams,committee, appointed by and authorized by the baltimore
conference of the african methodist episcopal church, & body
corporate, to complle and publish the minutes as was compiled and
made at Bethel A.M.E.Church, at lanvale street and druid hill s
avenue, baltimore city,Maryland,containing certain false,
scandalous, malicious, defamitory and libelluous matter of and
concerning W,W, Colbert allas, William W.Colbert, in his office
and conduct as & minister of the gospel of the baltimore annual
conference of the african methodist episcopal church, & body
corporate,

TO WIT; Tee Bee, Ma.Rev, W,W, Colbert,Pastor:
Rev.Colbert has had two appointments this year but the people at
both churches rejected him, He is not true to himself nor to
his friends. The oonference should rid itself of such mey,

Which was understood by the readers of the minutes in the sense
herein after mentloned,

That the Rev.W.W., Colbert,alias, William W, Colbert,minister of
the gospel, plaintiff herein named, had been rejected by a
majority of the members of the churches a Tee Bee, Md. and West
Rivercircuit, whioch was the cause of hls removal,

Meaning he the said W.W. Colbert alias, Willlam W.Colbert,had
committed adultery or fornication or prestitution.

The aforesaid committee by authority of the baltimore annual
conference of the african methodist episcopal church, a body
corporate, having published or caused to be published and circul_
atod and read the mimutes of the afopesaid conference containing
the aforesaid, false, defamitory, malioclous and libelllious matter
of and concerning the plaintiff, W,W.Colbert alias, William W,
Colbert concerning his character and conduct in hi§ officilal
capacity as a minister of the gospel and conduct in his fallurs

to perform his duties as a minister so as to require himself to bg
re jected as a minister at Tee Bee, Md. and West River oiroculit to
his great damage, WHEREFORE, he the sald W.W.00lbert, alias,
Willlam w.Colbert, having been wholly deprived of the means
whereby he made his living by the actlion of the baltimore

annual conference of the african methodist episcopal churoh,

a body corporate and he the said plaintiff claims fifty

thousand dollars damages, ($50,000).

SECOND COUNT,

The plaintiff, W.W.Colbert,alias, Willlam W, Colbert, by his
attorneys, J.Stewart Davie and U.Grant Tyler, sues, the defendan&_
The Baltimore annusl Sonference of the Africal Methodist Episcopa
Church, abody oorporate, FOR THAT;

The defendant,the Baltimore annual Conferencé of the African
MetNodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate, while in sesslon

t Lanvale stree Uryyid Hi11 avenue* Baltimore Oity,
ﬁ;g%%?nd, from ;%%&89 day of April,1921, to 8%th. day of april,



The right Reverend J.Albert Johnson,..D.D.,presiding, Rev., D.G.Hill
Rev, Frederick Douglas,,pastor,with Rev. J.A.Young,secretary, of
the conference, ‘a body corporate, by its agents, did publis} or
cause to be published and circulated in the minutes of the Bal
annual oonference of the afriocan methodist episcopal churoh, &~
body corporate, in the city of baltimore,teec See, Md., and west
river circulti and elsewhere thru out the jurisdiction of the ‘
african methodist episcopal church, the false, scandalous, malici
ous, defamatory and libelllious matter of and concerning, W.W. =
Solbert,alias, William W. Colbert, as a minister of the gospel
ST atdrrEoTekss and clroulated and caused to be ocirculated and
#§ or caused to be oirculated and read in baltimore oity and
whereever the african methodist episcopal church 1s located, by
its agents, well knowing the premises, that 1s to say, that, the
REv, W.W, Colbert, alias, William W,0olbert, was nop guilty of : .
adultery or fornication or prostitution and was not rejected by
a majority of the members of Tee Bee, Md, and west river circult .
yot the defendant corporation, by its agents, wickedly, contriving
1y and maliciously intending to injure the JHkiididisdtE the
plaintiff, W.W.0olbert, allas, William W, Oolbert, in his good ‘
neme, fame and crdit among his feighbors and to bring him the
sald W.W.Colbert, alias, William W.Colbert into public scandal,
infamy and disgrace 1n baltimore olty, Tee ee, ﬁd. and west river
circuit and g}ggg&gre whereever the minmutes>of the baltimore annual.
conference o e siethodist episcopal church,ls read and oiroulat.
ed thru out the Jurisdiction of the african methodist episcopsal
“church, a body ocorporate, s, NAMELY: '
Tée Boo, M4d.,Rev. W.W.Colbert,Pastor.

Rev,Colbert has has had two appointments this year but the people
at both churches rejected him, ‘ ‘

t

He is not true to himself nor to his friends, The conference
ghould rid 1tself of such men,

Whioh was understocod by the readers of the minutes of the one

hundredth and fourth annual session of the african methodist epiqi
oopal church a body corporate in the sense herein after mentloned.

That he the plaintiff, W.W. Golbert, alias, "illiam W.Oolbert, was
by & majority of the members of ‘ee Bgo, M3.--and west river oircut
not wanted as their minister, ' : :

' MEANING, also that he the Rev. W.W.Colbert, alias, William W.Colbery
is not true to himself nor to his, friends,therefore 1ls not'worthy-
of the oonfidence nor respect of ] ‘

: §entlemen, beware of him,
' NOTWITHSTANDING, ¥he semfersmes , he raltimore annual conference

. of the african methodist episcopal chlirch, a body corporate, had

. passed his character,(the Rev,:W.W. Colbert, alias, William W. ###

i Colbert,)that is, gave him a vote of confidence and the presiding -

' Bishop, the Right ReverenyJ.Albert Johnson, D.D., had commissioned

.y HWimj#).W, Colbert, alies, William W, Colbert,. a Missionary, author
" —izing {4kt and empowering him, W.W, Colbert, aliass, William VW,

, Oolbert,to go into all the world , in the name of and anfl by the

. authority of the african methodist episcopal church aféresald and °

' preach the gospel aforesald, that the said defendant, a body corws,

' porate, by its agents, its committtee, authorized and empowered To

" have printed and published and caused to be published the minutes

. of the baltimore conference of the african methodist episcopal

i ohurch, NAMELY; Rev, A.L. Gaines, J.W.Norris, J.R.Nelson, Freder
Douglas, M.H. Davis, C.,H,Young, D.G.H1lll, C.H.Stepteau, and C.,A.

" williems whioh sald committee,agents of the 104th., annual session

of the baltimoreannual conference of the african methodist episco_

pal church,said agents published the minutes aforesaid, oontaining

the above named libellious matter of and concerning, W.W, Colbert,

adlas,William W,Colbert, of and concerning his oharacter{dconduotm
or duties and or fitness to perform-the- quties of a minister of=th.
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- of the gospel at Tee Bee, Md. and west réver oircuit in the Jur

—1i8diction of the african methodist episcopal ohureh, afcressid,
a=d d14 by LA agonis aforesald, falsely, scandalously, maliciously:
maliclously, defamitorily and libelliocusly publish or cause to
be published and circulated and read of him, (W.W. Colbert, alilas,
William W.Colbert ); '
BY MEANS of of which grievance, he the said plaintiff, w,w,
Colbert, alias, William W, Colbert, has been and is greatly in
jured in his good name, fame and oredit and brought into public
scandal, infamy and disgrace insomuch that the good and worthy '
citizens of this commonwealth and thru out the jurisdioction of !
the african methodist episcopal church, and has by reason of
of committing sald grievance from hence forth hitherto wholly
been refused to have any transaction or be allowed to preach in
any of ‘the pulplits of any afrlcan methodist episcopal church, .
BY MEANS of which he the sald plaintiff, W.W. Colbert, alias, ¥
William W, Colbert, has hitherto made his living, which saild
publication has besn the means of depriving him the said plain—
tiIf of his means of a livilihood to his great damage and detﬁImehrI
WHEREFORE, he the aforesaid plaintiff, claims damages to the
amount of f£ifty thousand dollars;$50,000,),

H.B:

Take notice that on the day of your appearance to this act%on
in the Baltimore City Oourt a rule will be ###ft entered requir;ng
you to plead to the within declaration within fifteen days there_

ater,

£ Piiiid

Attorney for the plalntiff,

The plaintiff in the above entitled cause prays a jury trial.

. .&W
GM&OQ% f

_&’_-__W/’ ! .
Attorneys for e plailin .
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State \6f Maryland

\ ¥
vs.
~F c"

(Wt K Vo - e
el riminal Cmurt of Baltimore

=,
Term, 1920 _.

0'0? / i 4 ? )_Pnkowaﬁ?nj’__m/_

Commztment ﬁled .

Apfeananes = j.ﬁ_W___._& éﬂ_s_[lébwﬁa@/______._
Recogmzance filed, —
Lﬂ%

A Presentment filed—e.—d.—Capias issue{d—cem’,

2522 TV Beis
Recognizance taken, -

2% H M A e 2’ F5 T —

X/7 2 /Z A Indictment filed, / . !

v Arrargned and pleads,

/7 W/J Submzts under ple%/ % . before % /\?M_Z 1_/_ /(3/_‘77 /‘ 7
/) " Verdict: / /}‘f ’\%0&%

| . Judgment: &g ; /57

)

§ STATE OF MARYLAND,

Baltimore City, to wit:

I Hereby Certify that the aforegoing is a true Copy of the Docket entries in the aforesaid case, taken

- — -and copied fromTthe Fecord of-proceedings-of the Cm'mmal Court-of Baltimore.- -

i

| In Testimony Whereof, I hereto set my hand and affix the seal of

1
‘ . the Criminal Cour altimore, this\%
. P g
. j day of . D,

vy
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WelieColbert, Alias,'illian . Colbert " T T
V S . N

n Baltinore City €ourt.
nhe paltinore knnual Conference of the

African jjethodist Opisconal chursh, a i

body cornorate

To the lonorable, the Judge of the aforesaid naltinore :ity éourt:

The plaintiff, V.. Colbert, alias, William /. Colbert, by hds

Attorneysy J. Stewart :avis and U, Crant .yler;———a——ewe-

lloves this rnonorable Court to striiie out the ﬁemurrerof the

defendant, mhe naltimore Annual Confe rence of the Afrigan Iletho-
dist Cpiscopal shurch, a body corporate, for the following reasons:-—

1.

Because under hule :even of the Rules of the Sunrene Cench

of Daltimore City; Yo witi——m

"o denurrer, or motion or other Pader which may require a hearing

by the €ourt in advance of trial of the Whole case on the nmerits
shall be filed until after a cony thereof shall have been served
uvon the opvosite varty or counsel of record or othervis in
accordance with the Provissions of Rule 1l; and the matter of
such demurrer notion or other »aver shall stand for hearing,

without further notice at the first gonvenient opvortunity on a

day set apart for such hearings, after five days fron the BService



of a copy of the »navders aforesaid.

RuLp 11.

Gvery notice shall be in vriting, and, togethor with a coy of

the pleading or vaver to which it refers, shall bo sorved an the
Attorney of wecowd of the narty to be affected by it, or left at

tho office of such stitorney.

e, the attorneys of roccrd in the above entitlod cause, inlividuall

say, that no service of the demurroy filed in this couse or o
cony thereof has at any time since the filing of the Anended "illary"
in the above sntitled cause boen scerved on us or has o ¢ody baon

. =S “as -~
loft ot eltnfhl our resw»ccitive officos.

Becauso Turther we have been denioed duc Hroceess of Lave

mo the ond theorelore, vwe nove thot the denmurrer be siric'ien fron

the files of this Honorable 'carh,

— . e
-

Actorme s Tor the Ilain

7 /
U Fppnts %W“

<A
e




In the
Balt imore City Court.
W.W., Colbert
vS.
The Baltimore Conference
of the African lfethodist

Episcopal Church, a hody
corporate.

P e e e e e e

DEMURRER to second mmended

Declaration.

Mr. Clerk

Please file

They ;am The Eéfthofgw

nference of the African
ethodist Bpiscopal Church.

Kl %ﬁ%wy /925,




W. We CoOlbert

VSe.

The Baltimore Cconference

IN THE
BALTIMORE CITY COURT.

of the African Methodist)
Episcopal. Church, a.bhody)
corporate,

——

“The ﬁaltimorq gconference of:the African Metho~"
dist Episcodal Church, by John Watson,Jr., its attorney,
demurs to-the second amended déclaratién-in the above en-

titled case and for-causg of demurrer'says:;

That the declaration is bad "in substance and

insufficient in law.
i

X

=

: / y e, '
AtfoTney for Tne Bal ore Con-

N erence of the Affridan Methodist
By

iscopal Church,
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In the h
Baltimore City Court. ‘£

w.W. Colbert

Vs, . "

The RBaltimore Conference
of the African Methodisdt !
Episcopal Church, a body !
corporates - -~ - - SR

Mr. Clerk

Please file ) )

— 141

. Suol'r oT D ndan

Service of copy admitted
this day of Febrmary,1¢23

Soltyr for Plaintiff

ﬁ)/ﬂ;@ /%’Wzm? /528
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w, 7, Colbert ;
VS. } N THE
The Baltimore conference BATTIUORT CI™ COURT.

of the African lethodist
Episcopal Church, a body
corporate,

The Baltimore conference of the African Yetho-
dist Fpiscopal Church, by John Tatson,Jr., its attorney,
demurs to the second amended declaration in the above en-
titled case and for cause of demurrer says:-

‘That the declaration is bad in substance and

insufficient in law. -

Atﬁornejzisizgﬁéggﬁltimore Con-

ference of the African llethodist
Epliscopal Church,

STATE OF MARYLAND
CITY OF BALTIMORZ. to wit:-

I IBRIBY CHRTIFY thut on this 19th day
February in the year nineteen hundred end twenty-three,
before the suhscriber a Notary Public of the State of Mary-
land in and for the City of Raltimore aforesaid,personally
... apnesred ¢, Rollins Rogers and made oath in due form of

o law- that a copy of the foregoing Dermurrer was served upon
U. grant Tyler of counsel for plaintiff, Februarg 19th,
1623. .

Witness my hand and notarial seal.

Notary Public.
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¥W. W. Colbert, alias, filliam ¥. Zolbert 7 IH TiE
vs. i
The Baltimore Annual Cinference of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corborate # Baltinmore City ecourt.

<1
ir

YJ. V. Colbert,alias, Villiam V. Colbert,by.J.Stewart Davis and U.Grant
Tyler, his attorneys, sues, the Baltimore annual ponference of the

African Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate,incorporated und& r the
lauvs of the State of Maryland and having its principal office in maltimore
¢ity and a resident agent, actually residing in paltimore City and c¢ar rying
on part of its business in the city of paltimore in said gtate;

FOR TIAT, the defendant corporation is part ovner of a vrinting establ ishment
which Prints and publishes a paper and other periodicals, anong them is a
banphlet, called the minutes of the one hundred and fourth annual session of
the ﬁhltimore fdonference; during the conference year of 1920 and 1021, BREV.
W.". Colbert was stationed at ‘est River and Tee Ree, yd., while stat: onod
he, the said, V.U.Colbert was wrpngfully charged by a woman of paltim re City
of being the father of her bastard child, he the said, 7.W. Cilbert, & ias,
Villianm W. Colbert, plaintiff, herein, was tried in the grininal Court of
Baltinore City of said charge and found not guilty:
Thersupon, the presiding elder of the potomac :istrict, the peve. UamegA.
Briscoe,actinging in the cabacity as agent of the said defendant corporation,
visited in person the congregation and congregations of which the Rev. VW.W.
Colbert, alias, illianm W. Colbert, was pastor, and reported or explained to
then ( in substance, that he as agent and presiding elder of the Baltinmore
annual conference of the African lfethodist Church, o bod}f corporate, of which,
the Right Rev. J.Albert Johnson, D.D. was presiding pishop and J,A. Yarng,
qecretary, found no fault in him, the Rev. W.W. Colbert, alias, Willim W.
Colbert, ninister of Tee pee, Md. and West piver gircuit as the court had
found hinm not guilty and.he their acting and duly accrddited ages8t hal no
additional evidence in HAd&r vossession of which he, the said, Janes A .Briscoe
Presiding elder of the PA#¥f##d##d Potomae pistrict of the galtinmore amual con-
ferenco of the African lethodist Episcopal €hurch, a body corporate co:rld hold
hinm, the said W.V. Colbert, alias, William V. Colbert, guilty of the « oresaid
charge as nade against him by the woman charging hin with being the fat hor of
her bastard child, which, he the said presiding elder, asent of the defendant
corporation, reported to the said defendant corporation, upon whish, m vort,
The naltinore annual ConTerence of the Afriecan Methodist Episcopal “hmrdh,a y
body corvorate( after having heard the revort aforesaid of their agent, the f
Rev. James A. Briscoe, vresiding elder of the Bilii#fididirotonac pistrict,of the
said defendan¥ corporation) passed the character oftd.H. Folbert, alias,}[illian
W.Colbert and upon the strenght of said vote of confidence, the pight,Rv. J.
Albert Johnson, D.D., Presiding at the 104th. annual sSession of the “altinmore
annual conference of the African Methodist Episcopal chureh, a body comw orate,
issued a conmission to VW.VW. Colbert, alias, William Y. Colbert, authorizing and
enpowering him, the said plaintiff,to preaoh as a yissionary in any or all the
churches in the connection and any other evangelical church, which would recogoni:
Ze, his relation or orders as an Elder, NOTWITHSTANDING THAT, the defendatﬁdor—
poration by its duly authorized agents, composed, compiled, published or caused
to be published and_eirculated or caused to be cirsulated in the_vpamphlet called
the.ninutes of the galtimore annual Conference of the African lethodist EPisco-




C‘,

—pal- Shureh, a-body corporate, thru its publication committee, NAMELY;
A.L. Gaines, J.%W. NORRIs, J.R. Nelson, prederick Douglas, M.B. Pavis,C.H.
Stepteau, and C.A.Willians, which said committeee was appointed and arthor=
ized and empowered by the Baltimore conference of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, a body corporate, to eompile, compose and publish amd cir-
culate the pamphlet or minutes of said defendant corporation as was campiled
and nmade at Bathel A.M.E.Church between the 20th. day of April and the 24 th.,
day of April, 1921, at DaBNAlE street and druid "ill avenue, paltimore gity,
Maryland, containing certain false, scandalous, flalicious, defamitory and
libpllious natter of and concerning V.. Colbert, alias, Willianm W. golbert,
in his office and conduct as a minister of theugospel of the Baltimore annual
conference of the African Methodist Eniscopal “hurch, a body corporate:

VHTCH SAID PAMPHLET or nminutes, the defendant corporation, published and
circulated thioughout -the City of Baltimore, the gtate of Maryland andother

gtates in the ynited States,d##ind Addddfni#ig

AND FOR THAT the plaintiff is and for nmany years last past has been a citizen
and resident of the state of KMaryland and has always been deeply inter ested
in the moral uplift and welfare of the colored peovle thereof and has contin.’

uously for many years last past devoted hts time, thought and energies and

faculties to the advancement of his people, »articularrly as a ninister of
the gospel to the civie, social and moral uplift and as such,the plainti ff, 1.
W. Colbert, alias, Villianm W. Colbert, has always conducted himself above re-
proach and until the commnitting of the wrongs and grievances by the defs ndant,
herein after mentioned by the defendant, was reputed and esteemed by amd anmong
all his neighbors and other good and wotthy citizens of Baltimore, Ztate of
Maryland and the ynited States to whonm he was in anywise known as a person of
good. name, fane, credit and of good moral character in his public and @rivate
life and as personally and norally interested in the welfare and inmprovenent of
the morals and welbeing -of others of his race:

THAT the plaintiff, W.V. Colbert, alias, William ¥W. Colbert is and has been a
ninister of the gospel of the Baltimore Annual Conferepnce of the Afrieca Method
dist gpiscopral church, a body corporate, and as -such, ‘he ohief roquisite of a

Christain ninister of the gospel, is his sincerity for the sake of his influ-
ence anong the members of his Church, congregation and the denomination as wolﬁ

as among other good and respectable cotizens of Baltimore City, state of

Maryland and elsewhere: TIIAT THERE RIGHTFULLY exists a deep and widospread
aversion, hostility and a desire to shun and a deep and acute sentinment among*
the peopble of his church, congregation and his race generally to ostracise any
one vho is reputed,charge&or belived to be false to himself or to a friend, it
is so prevalent that he, the said vlaintiff, ¥.W. Colbert, alias, Willian V.
Colbert has been wholly cui off from preaching the gospel among his peopls, althd
he has been licensed or authorixed by the maltimore annual conference of t the
African Methodist Episcopal church, so to do and is shunned as though he pé be
a lerer, nore varticularly because he, the said plaintiff is a ninister of the
gospel and being in the public eye constantly does the charge or false olmrge by
his conference hinder, hamper, obstruci_and inmpair his usefulness among good
and worthy citizens of Baltimore City, jaryland, and whereever the minuts s are
circulated and read, many worthy citizens believe the false scandalous md de-




tonitory and libelious matter to be true, so deep and acute and univer sal
anong respectable people and among his fellow churchmen has the false,scanda-
lous, malicious natter been circulated, read and believed or suspected,
( having been cunningly circulated by persons whose standing and integrity
counts amont the members of said defendant eorporation., that the plaint iff hasl
been an objeect of ridicule, contenmpi, hatred, oblo ;y scorn -and oetracisnm~
uopn the part of vittually the whole membership of the African Methodist ppis-
copal church and bec¢ome generally condemmed, dreaded, hated and ostracised by
said members of the African Methodist Episcopal chureh, a body corporate,
throughout America~, both ilorth and South and West Indies and Afirca md
anong other good and lawfil citizens of Baltimore City and State of HMaryland
and Americas.

THAT THE Plaintiff. has never been guilty or accused until the time he ein
nentioned or ever been believed or accused or suspected to be capable o being
guilty of suelt infidelity or perfidy either to himself or to a friend; BUT
on the contrary he is a true friend even loves his enemies and constant ly
praySfor them, who deceitfully and maliciously wrong him; AND NEVERTHEIE S8,
the defendant corporation well knowing the premises, yet, contrivingly,
wickedly, na11c1ously and intending to injure hin, the plaintiff in his good
nane, fame and credit, raputation and in his social relationship as well as hi#
the plaintiff in his capacity as a ninister of the gospel of the Africam Meth-
odist E‘piscopal chureh and to bring him into public scandal, disgrace md

infany with and among other worthy citizens of the city of BDaltimore, “tote of
Maryland, and elsewhere and cause it to be suspected and believed by his said
neighbors and associates and to oppress, injure and ruin the plaintiff, did,

on or about or between the 20th., day of April,, 1921, and the 24th., day of
April, 1221, in a certain phanmphlet or minutes by them printed, published or
caused to be printed or published and causefl to be cireculated in paltlnonz eity
State of Maryland, and elsewvhéere, CALLED THE MINUTES OF TIE ONE HUNFRED AND
FOURTH ANNUAL SEGSION OF THE BALTIMORE CONFERENCE. .

HELD IN BETHEL A.M.E. CIURCH, LANVALE STREET AND DRUID HILL, AVE,.
BALTIMORE Md.
From April, 20th. to April, 24th. 1921,
Conference officers.

Rt. Rev. J.Albert Johnson Presiding sishop.
Rev. D.G. Hill presiding gplder.
Rev. Frederick pouglas Pastor.
Rev. J.A. Yoiung ‘ Secretarye.

Printed or paid for, published and circulated by the defendant corporatia1bor
caused and Procured to be ciroculated throughout the City of - ﬁaltlmore and Jtate
of Maryland and elsevhere wherein large populations of the readers of the ninute
or phamphlet and nmembers of the African Methodist mppiséopal ghurch, a baly cor-
porate, and congreagation live and reside of and eoncerning the plaintiff,a
certain false, scandalous, defamatory@# and libelious matter following:
of and concerning the pPlaintiff;

THAT IS TO SAY!~w—eaw




Tee Bee, Md. Rev. V.V. Colbert, Pastor-
Rev. Colbert has had two appointments this year but the reopvle at both %hurc

-hes rejected hin. He is not true to himself nor to his friends.
The conferefnce should rid itself of such nen.

West River Circuit: Rev. C.B. Baily, Pastor.-
Rev. Daily has served this charge six months. lle has brought the people

together after the dark days of Rev. U.l. Colbert 's pastorage.
The future is bright for the work. , -

1.1, Colberﬁ

A PHRSON FEFERRED to in the publication above recited.as
THAT TUE : sgid publiecation above reci%ed

nd is the plaintiff, that b
¥%§ gefendaﬁt cgrporatioﬁ neant ghat the plaintiff was a false friend.

That the defendant meant that he the said plaintiff was lacking in one of
the chief essentials of a minister of the gospel, namely, SINCERITY, Ly

saying he is false to himself and to his friends.
That the defendant corporation by its agent meant, the ReNe VW.V. Colbert by
his INSINCERTTY, had driven the members and congregation from West River .,

That the defendant corporation by its agent meant that he the plaintiff, W.V.

4
Colbert had been or was derelgct in his duties as a ninister of the gospel at
West River Circuit and Tee Bee, Md.

BY REASON OF SAID Prbliing, publiecation and ecirculation of the said false '
nalieious, defamitory and libelious matter the plaintiff has been broug t into
pbublic ridicule, contempi and hatred among the many good and lawful citizens

and hag been wifbolly deprived of the means of his making his livelihood by
Proaching the gospel by the said false publiscation and eirculation of the

. scandalous and libelious matter by the defendant eorvoration £HE Baltinore
annual conference of the Afriean Methodist Episcopal Church,’a body corporate.

HEREFORE he the plaintiff clains danages dn the sum of fifty thousand

dollars.
lecreton i 4.7
@?ﬁ‘éﬁ‘ﬁ?‘{ﬁ% U




Take Notice.

~

That on the day of your appearance to this action in the ;altinare City

Court a rule will be entered requiring you to vlead to the withi

declaration within fifteen days thereafter.

Plaintiff's Attog;eys.

The plaintiff in the above entitled cause prays a jury trial.

/g Slwzs5 Alzcier Por L85,

Plaintiff's Attorneys.
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Baltimore Ccity Court.- g
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VS.
. The Raltimore Conference f
. of the African Methodist |

- Episcopal Church, a body
= corporate ‘
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Jir. Clerk:=

L Ponn

Please file.
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AL Ey for Defendhnt.
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Service of covy admlute\d
this 44 day of May, 1923
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W, W. Colhert

Vs. IN THE

of the African Hethodist
Episcopal Church, a body
cornorate,

The Baltimore Conference BALTIMORE CITY COURT,

" The Baltimore Conference of the African )
Methodist Episcopal Church, by John Watson,Jr., its attorney,
demurs to the third Amended Deciarationl filé@ may/V#{IQZS,
in the above entitled case, and for cause of demurref'says:

" That the declaration is bhad in suhstance and

insufficient in law.

orney for The itimore Con-
erence 0of the African Methodist -
Episcopal Church.

- e e e e e T e e




Order for Appearance.
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/e M/( Baltimore City Court

No. Return Qay 792

MR. CLERK : Enter appearance for the

P Mw:zlis case.
i : il ~
W /0(0% ey f / /W . Attorney.

FILED SEP 4 1024




IN THZ BALTIIORsS CITY COU 7

@mé /&7

Yo Wo COLB&RT,
PLLINT IFF

VS.

JARMS \. BRISCOZL, individually,
and. the B.LTOORE CON¥LRENCE OF
THe ~FRICAN kMnTrnuDIST EPISCORAL
CHURCH, a body corporate.

DeFoXDANTS
J N/
e 7 .
DECLARALION ,
foovaen O
Mr., Clerk:

Issue in this case and
send copy of the declaration wd

notice with the writ to be served
on ihe Defendants and make the

writ returnable on the second
lionday,of Septewub

| er, 1924, ‘
, ]
I -«

|

|/-

AUTY FOR PLyINTIFF.

l
|
|

JAMES E. TIPPETT
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
801-8603 GAITHER BLDG.
BALTIMORE, MD,

FILED SEP 4 1924

FILED

i The Daily Record Co. ?rint, Baltimore, Md.

L N P

.3 et T T

v COURT

\

LINDSEY,

-

COPY

,_
e~
|
-,
Y

GEO. CARL
GLERK BALTO. O

MR. SHERIFF: PLEASE SERV




W. W. COLBERT, )
PLA INT IFF
( IN THE BALTIMORE CITY COURT
vs.
) OF
JAMES A. BRISCOM, INDIVIDUALLY,
and the BALTIMORE CONFERENCE OF (
PHE AFRICAN METHODIST KEPISCOPAL BALTIMORE CITY.

CHURCH, A BODY CORPORATE, )
DEFENDANTS . (

- Em e ma e s e Em e o e e e me

4th AMENDED DECLARATION

W. Wo Colbert, Plaintiff sues James A. Briscoe and the Baltimore
Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, a body corporate.

For that at the time hereinafter mentioned the Plaintiff was a
duly ordained minister of the African Methodist Zpiscopal Church and en-
joying the confidence and respect of his friends, associates and ac-
quaintances, and that at said time he was engaged in spiritual and
evangelistical work, preaching and speaking at churches in various pérts
of the State of Maryland, District of Columbia and elsewhere,from which
services and work he was earning a large and lucrative income in
addition to enjoying a reputation for integrity and honesty, and that the
Defendant, The Baltimore Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, a body corporate, held certain sessions or meetings in the City
of Baltimore from the 20th day of April 1921 to the 24th day of April,
1921 and that the proceedings at said sessions were duly printed by order
of the defendants and recorded in a certain book or pamphlet called
"MINUTES OF THE 104th ANNUAL SESSION OF THE BALTIMORE CONFERENCE OF THE
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH", and that in said book or pamphlet
the Defendants caused to-be printed and published and sent to many other
ministers of the said African Methodist Episcopal Church and to various
other parties the following false and malicious writings and statements.

"Tge Bee, Md., Rev. We W. Colbert {(meaning the Plaintiff),
pastor. Rev. Colbert (meaning the Plaintiff) had two appointments this

year, but the people at both churches rejected him (meaning the Plaintiff).

He {meaning the Plaintiff} is not true to himself nor to his ({(meaning
the Plaintiff's) friends. The Conference should rid itself of such men




(meaning the Plaintiff).

That shortly after said meetings or sessions at the time herein-
before mentioned, said book or pamphlet containing said false and defiamatory
matter was printed and published and sent broadcast to the various churches
and ministers who are well known té the Plaintiff, as well as to many
members of the congregations of said various churches, and that as a result
of the printing and publishing of said false,defamatory and malicious
statements the Plaintiff has been brought into disrepute and has been
deprived of various employments and engagements from which he would have
received large sums of money for his said services and work, and for a
more particular account of his damages as a result of said false and
malicious statements and the publishing and printing thereof he was deprived
of speaking and preaching at the following churches.

THE METROPOLITAN AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, D. C.

BROWN'S MEMORIAL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF VASHINGTON, D. C.

ST PAUL'S AFRICAN Ms£THODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, D. C.

EBERNAZER AFRICAN MuTHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF VASHINGTON, D. C.

CAMPBLLL'S AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, D. C.
and many other churches in the District of Columbia and the State of‘Marylandi
and elsewhere, and from which engagements he would have been paid large
sums of money, but all of which was lost by reason of the false, makicious
and scandalous statements and writings printed and published by the Defendantsg
as hereinbefore set forth.

WVIEREFOR this suit is brought and the Plaintiff claims

$50,000.00 damages. //MWU

ATTORNsY FOR PLAINTIFF.
70 JAMES A. BRISCOE, individually, and the BALTIMUORE CONFERENCE
OF THE AFRICAN MsSTHODIST £PISCOPAL CHURCH, a body corporate,
DAFERDANTS .

TAKE NOTIGE: That on the day of your appearance to this
action a rule will be entered requiring you to ple.d to sald decluration in

accordance with the st_tute in such ceses pide and prov1de , Or judgment
by default will be entered against you.

TTURBLY FOR PLAINTIFF.

And the Plaintiff elects”to have this case tried before a Jury.

KMZ//&/

attorney for plaintife,

.L‘.-—-‘“
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Ve We Colbert

V8., IN THE
The Baltimore Annual Conference BALTIMORE CITY COURT
of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church &c.,

The Defendants in the aboverentitled case move that
the fourth Amended Declaration, filed SBeptember 4th, 1924, be
not recgiqu because the same was not f.‘i'led within the time lim-
ited by the order of this Court, and further movey’ for a Jjudg-
ment of non pros because of such failure to file said amended

declaration within the said time.

/Atty. for Defendant®




