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IN ME CIRCUIT COURT

Nathan ie l Adam a

VS.

Hatt i c Adams.

BILL FOR DIVORCE,
A yiNCULO .MATRIMONII.

Mr. Clerk:

Please file &c.,



Nathaniel Adams

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
VS. NO. 2

* BALTIMORE CITY.

Hattie Adams

n

.-•Tq^THE H,O,NQ.RABLÊ  ,THE_.JUDGE OP SAID_COURT:_

Your Orator complaini-ng respectfully saya:

FIRST: That the parties hereto were married in

Baltimore City, State of Maryland, on or about the 15th day

of September 1906, and lived together as man and wife until

on or about the 3rd day of September 1911.

SECOND: That both parties are residents of Baltimore

City, State of Maryland, and have been for more than two years

prior to the filing of thid Bill of Complaint.

THIRD: That though the conduct of your Orator to-

wards his said wife, has been kind, affectionate, and ab©ve

reproach, she without any just cause or reason abandoned and

deserted him and has declared her intentions to live with him

no more; that such abandonment has continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years, was deliberate and final, and the

separation of the parties is beyond any reasonable hope or ex-

pectation of a reconciliation.

FOURTH: That there are no children ss the result

of said marriage.

WHEREFORE YOUR ORATOR PRAYS:

-a- A divorce, A Vinculo Matrimonii,
from the defendant.

-b- Such other and further relief
as the case may require.



May it pleaae your Honor, to grant unto your

Orator, the writ of subpoena, directed unto the said de-

fendant, commanding him to be and appear in this Court, in

person or by solicitor, on some day cert&in, to be therein

named, and perform such decree, as may be passed in the

premises.

As in duty bound, he will ever



Ct. Ct. No. 2
m. a
19 2 C id Docket No.

vs.

Subpoena to Answer Bill of Complaint



EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

&Q

of Baltimore Cit& Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you be in your person before

the Cirpoli Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the second Monday of

, 192..Q. , to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.
HEREOF fail not, as-you will answer to the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

City, the /..p...." day of **?..«*>£ , 192 c
/? / sty

Issued the r£fr clay of [lA^yS/.. .^r^ , in the year 192 O

Clerk!
/ /

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SUMMONED:

"Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above Writ is not required; but unless
within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentioned
suit a judgment by default may be entered against you."

"The Defendant is required to file his Answer or other Defense in the Clerk's Office within
fifteen days after the return day."



Ct. Ct. No. 2
1 9 2 o IJ Docket No.

vs.

Subpoena to Answer Bill of Complaint

No..

Filed , 192

Solicitor.



EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

of Baltimore Cit£, 6reettno:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you be in your person before

the Circuit/C^urt No. 2 of Baltimore City, at the Court House in said city, on the second Monday of

M&s.. , 192...C?...., to answer the complaint of

against you in said Court exhibited.
HEREOF fail not, as you will answer to the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable MORRIS A. SOPERelief Judge of the Supreme Bench of Baltimore

<r ••••/

year 192 O

City, the L ¥. day of

Issued the ©s. dav of....

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SUMMONED:

, 192 O

Clerk.

"Personal attendance in Court on the day named in the above Writ is not required; but unless
within such number of days thereafter as the law limits, legal defense is made to the above mentioned
suit a judgment by default may be entered against you."

"The Defendant is required to file his Answer or other Defense in the Clerk's Office within
fifteen days after the return day." ,1



J. STEWARD DAVIS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

118 E. LEXINGTON STREET

BALTIMORE. MD.

AL PRINTING & STATIONERY CO.



Nathaniel Wells In The Circuit Court No .2

Vs. of

Hattie Wells Baltimore City.

To The Honorable, The Judge of Said Court:

The answer of your respondent to the "bill of complaint of the

plaintiff, exhibited respectfully says:

Your respondent admits first, second and fourth para-

graphs of the above entitle bill.

SECOND, She neither denies or admits the allegations as

contained in the third paragraph, but insists on the strictest lega"4

proof thereon.

As in duty bound,



Circuit Court No 2.

Docket

Na than ie l .Adams...

vs.

• \

r

Petition for Leave to Take
Testimony and Order of

Cojirt Thereon.

.No.

(J



..Nathaniel Adama..

vs.

IN THE

..Ha.t.tifi : Adama,..

The

Circuit Court No. 2,
OF-

BALTIMORE CITY.

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF Nathaniel...AdEm.s,...plaintiff.

in this case, respectfully shows that he desires to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray s • that leave be granted him to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED, this 5=^^L..;...~.'...day of.

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take

S t a n d i n g - E x a m i n e r s o f t h i s - C o u r t - . • - • - • —•••- -

Ad.±JL/.. , 19jC?^, that

, as prayed, before any one of the



1/f Cir. Ct. No. 2.
Docket

vs.

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

olicitoi>ft!r Plaintiff.

(Filed



In the Circuit Court No. 2

Of Baltimore City.

To the Honorable

TERM

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Plaintiff.

Solicitor for Defendant.



192

ct. at mo. 2

t 73 Docket No

vs.

Order of Reference
and Report

Order Filed ..°^L day of/^
c^f....l92

Report F i l e d ^ day (

1



IN THE
\ '

Circuit Court IBo. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Term, 192 d

vs.

Jf
/

being^fcubmitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this..

day of .y^..^Af^f... , 1920 , that the same be and it is hereby referred to

, Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

(/.

Report of Auditor and Master

s n t Qf.....tiir.e.e....Tre.ar.s.* .Q.od.g....Articl.e...l6,......S.eGtipn 36..

..D..ef..e.nd.9..tl.t....a.p.p.e.a.r.s....by....S.o.l.i.o.i.t..o.r.....aM.....ans.w.e.r.s., .a.ut..h.Q.rity....i]a

..Pro.o.f....sh.Q.w.s....mar.r.ia£:.e., r.e.s.i.d.e.nG.e.....an.d....aiI)ajn.d.o..r!m.en.t....f.a.r., a.t.

..Least., thxe.e....y.e.a.-rs centimicms., .d..e.lih..er.a.t,.fi.^.....f.i.na.l.....and....wit.llD.ut.....h.O.p..e......Q.f.

ii .Qaa.e....s.u.l3mi.tt.ed....and....r.e.a.dvp.....f.o.r....d.e.G.r.e..e..

..A.ud.i.tD.r.....aiid....Mas.t.e.r.*..



JN THE CIBCUIT COUHT
HO. 2 . / )

SALTI:.IO:^E CITY, y^f/^

\ .

ADAMS.

vs

ADAMS.

AUTHORITY.

o 7
r /f

C jW? w, ' t

L_£TVT^J«-

^?v </*-'



Circuit Court Mo. 2

.289.
192 0 No. Docket

vs.

J.attle....A&ams.,

CREE OF DIVORCE.

Filed

No.

^k

fey
, 192 (7

I . .



DECREE OF DIVORCE.

J.a.tb.a.n.i.el....A.dama.

vs.

...Ha-ttie....Adama....

IN THE

Circuit Court IHo. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted,tihje--prl<jceeclihgs were'by the

ourt read and considered.

It is thereupon, this fj.....,....'.! day of Jsssfc§?:..XAVV(\\:V.aA , Anno.

ini, one thousand nine hundred and t.W.e.U.ty by the CIRCUIT COI'RT NO. 2

OF BALTIMORE CITY, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said Wfl,t..hanifi.l....Ad.affiS.

03
•H

the above named complainant be, and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCUI.O MATRIMONII,

from the defendant. H a t t i e Adams.

And it is further Ordered, ihaji the said pls.In.t.i.fi|.

pay the cost of this proceeding.

I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Circuit
Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby

certify that the aboÂ e is a true copy of the

decree taken from the record of proceed-

ings in said cause.

Ix TESTIMONY "WHEKEOF, I hereunto set my

hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

this day of. 192

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.



In the Circuit C o u r t s a.
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

PLAINTIFF'S
Examiners

Copies

Sheriff.

Stenographer I ~.

DEFENDANT'S COSTS
Examiners

Copies

Sheriff.

Stenographer.



vs.
3n % Olirrmt fflmtrt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTCW, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

-day of j o ^ ^ C C - 19-C2<?., met on

day of Sje^u^K?^r. in the year nineteen

hundred a n d - ^ ^ i ^ & ^ ^ V . at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned 1&e--w*£^^4<4**^....T£O^ of.

office of.-i-Ld^...^.A..,..^jw«nAs^7.C^S^.--.* • in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

'TT^^.Ck^f^^^y^QJ:.. to take the following depositions, that
0 To

is to say:-r-



ADAMS |

f
v s . •- I

. C
ADAMS. I

Test imony t a k e n a t the o f f i c e of Hoy S. Bond,

Esquire, 215 St. Paul Place, Baltimore, Maryland, ' June

1920, a t three o 'clock p . m.

1IATHANIEI ADAMS,

the p l a i n t i f f in t h i s case, having beenf i rs t duly sworn,

was examined and t e s t i f i e d as fol lows:

QUESTIONS BT THE SXAMTKER:

1Q. Sta te your name, res idence and occupation.

A, .Nathanie l Adams; 1214 l / 2 Pennsylvania Avenue;

s tevedore .

SQ. Do you know the p a r t i e s to t h i s s u i t ?

JL Yes, I am the p l a i n t i f f and my wife i s the de-

fendant .

-• -, 1USS2I0IS BY MR. BOED:

3S>. Mr. Adams, when, where and "by whom were you

marrie?d, p lease?



ITathaniel Adams.

J., 1 was married on the 15th day of September,

1906.

4Q. By whom?

A* By the Rev. IT. fat kins.

i>||. "ras the Hev. I3?. "/atkins a regularly ordained

minister of the Gospel?

A. "ies.

6Q« Connected w i t h what fa i th .?

JU Baptist.

?Q« preaching a t what church?

1 . Union B a p t i s t .

0Q, 'There were you married?

A, At his house.

9Q. In what Ci ty and S ta te?

A. Maryland.

10Q. i n what Ci ty and S ta te?

A. Baltimore, Maryland.

11Q. I r e you l i v i n g wi th your wife now?

A. Ifo, s i r .



lathaniel Adams.

13Q. Did you leave her or did she leave you?

A. She left me.

13Q. Whan?

1. On the'3d of September of 1911.

14Q. Have both you and your wife been residents of

Baltimore City, State of Maryland for more than two years

prior to the time you started your divorce case on the

2d of June, 1920?

JU Yes.

15Q. Has this separation continued uninterruptedly

for a period of more than three years prior to the time

you started your divorce case which was on the 2d day of

June, 1920?

A* • Yes. " , ,

16Q» Have you lived with your mi fe since the time

you separated?

A. Wo, sir.

1VQ. I1 ben it has continued uninterruptedly for more

than three years prior to the time you started your

divorce case?



Fathaniel Adams.

18Q. were you always a kind, affectionate and true

husband toward your wife in every part-Icular?

19Q. Was your conduct above reproach in a l l respects?

4U 'Yes. •

SOQ. Did you provide for yoar wife and do e very-

thing that you could to make her happy?

1. Yes.

21Q. Did you give her any cause or reason for desert-

ing and a "band on Ing you'?

A# lo, sir. » "

22Q. Was her going her own deliberate and final

act? ' . , . -

A« Yes, her going was her oîrn deliberate and final

aet.

2SQ. I S there any hope or expectation of your ever

living with him any more?

A« lo, sir.

24Q,. Are there any children "born as the result of this

marriage?



Uathaniel Adams.

* v ITo.

S5Q. How did she. treat you?

Ju Well, I wil l say that she treated me mean; I

was a hard-working man and I came home in the afternoon

and looked for my supper and she was out on the s t ree t

with the other g i r l s and generally got hmme at two.

o'clock and I said to her, nUow yon. bet ter stay Iioma;

look what your home looks l ike, r r and she said, "If you

don't l ike that I will go." • • , •

S6Q. She said that?

JU Yes. '

27Q. And what happened on the day of the separation? ,

A. She said a few things and waited out.

28Q. Did she say when she left that she would never

be "back to live with you any more?

A* Yes,

29Q. Has she ever, "been "back?

A, Io , s i r .

5QQ., Is there any hope of her ever coming "back?

4« Ho, s i r .



Nathaniel Adams.

31Q. You say t h a t on the 3d of September, 1911,

you asked her why she did not stay home and she said

that she would go?

A* Yes.

32Q, And she took her things and did go?

i . Yes.

35Q, And she has not been "back since?

A* Ho, sir,' she has not been back since.-



GMJ3R&L QUESTION

Bo you know or can you s t a t e saiy o ther matter

or th ing t ha t may be to t h e "benefit or advantage of the

p a r t i e s to this1 s u i t , or e i t he r of them* or tha t may be

mater ia l t o the subject of t h i s , your examination, or the

mat ters in question between the parti©s» I f so , , s t a t e

the saane f u l l y and M l a rge In your answer.



' H1NRIST!M HEARN,

a witness of lawful-age, produced on behalf of the

p l a i n t i f f , having "been f i r s t duly sworn, was examined.

and testified, as follows;

HOIS BY TEE EXAMINER;

1Q. S ta te your name, residence and occupation.

A. Henrie t ta Hearn; 610 Gilber t S t r e e t ; house-

keeper..

2Q. Do you know the p a r t i e s to th is s u i t ?

A. Yes.

QUESTIONS BY MR. EOHD;

5Q« DO you know about when Mr. Adams was married?

A. Yes, the 5th of September, 1906.

4Q. What date?

A. 1906, on the 5th of September.

5Q. The 5th or the 15th?

A. The 15th of September, 1906.

6Q. HaT6 yon. ever seen t h e i r marriage l icense?

A. Yes.



Henr ie t t a Haarn.

t%* Do you remember 7/hen Mr. and Mrs. Adams l i v e d

t o g e t h e r as husband and wife?

A, Yes .

8Q» Did yon know the m i n i s t e r t h a t mar r ied them?

JU Yes.

9Q. ' Was he a regularly ordained minister of the

gospel?

A. Yes.

10Q. What was his name?

A* The Hev. Mr. Watkins.

11Q. Connected with what fai th?

AM Bapt is t .

1EQ. Preaching at what church?

A. The Enos Baptist Church.

1SQ. In what City and State?

Ju .Baltimore, Maryland.

14Q. Are they l iv ing together now?

Jk* ' ITo, s i r .

15Q. Did he leave her or she leave him?

A. SHe l e f t him.



10

Henrietta Hearn.

16Q. whan*?

A. On the 3d of September, 1911.

17Q,» Tell us what took place at that time.

A. He was working very hard and he came home and

asked for his supper and she was always out and never

home when he oame in and he used to fix his own supper

and when she oame in that time he asked her where she

was and. as she said that if he did not like it that she

would go.

18Q. Dia she go?

A. Yes, • she went.

• 19Q. Did she take her clothes and everything with

her?

A. Yes.

, 20Q. Has she ever been back?

A- Ho.

21Q. You know of your own knowledge that she l e f t

on that da te , September 3, 1911?

A. YQS.



11

Henrietta Hearn.

ESQ. YOU lived right thereat the house for a while,

didn't you?

' 1 * Tes.

23Q. JTow have the parties to this suit been residents

of Baltimore City, State of Maryland, for more than two

years prior to the filing of this suit?

A. Yes. ' .

24Q.. And the suit was filed on the second day of

June, 19E0?

A. Yos.

2§Q. Has this separation continued uninterruptedly

for more than three years prior to the time this divorce

case was started on the 2d of June, 19S0?

A. Yes.

S6Q. They have not lived or cohaMted together since

they separated?

M. lo , s i r .

E7Q. Was he always a good, kind, affectionate and

true husband toward his wife?

A. Yes.



32

Henrietta Hearn.

ESQ. Was his conduct above reproach in all respects?

A* Yes.

S9Q. How did he treat his wife?

A. He was very affectionate and kind to his wife;

he worked very hard and gave all of his money to her and

never opened his envelope and always gave it right to

her that I know of.

. Have you talked with him since? :

r Oh, yes.

, I mean ha ve you talked with her sin&e?

A. Oh, yes, she came to see me.

. Did she ever say anything to you about not coming-

"back?

k.4 Yes, she said that she would never live together

any more with him.

S5Q. Was her going her own deliberate and final act?

A. Yes.

34Q. Is there any reasonable expectation or hope of

their living together any more?

A* lo, s i r .



m
Henrietta Hearn.

Are there any children as the result of this

marriage?

A* Ho, s i r .

36Q. How did she treat him generally?

, A. She treated him very cruel, of course.



Do you "know ©r can -f&&. &%&%$ w& stl&er

or th ing t h a t m y be to th.e teiieftt t r a€Ya»tag© ©f

••to t M e 0 u i t , or e i f t e r ©f tfi#iat _or t^a t ®&y

t to thts subject of t i l l s | youi»'03£as&Gaii©ni ©i*

•saattsrs in question "b®tw«sn th@ p a r t i e s * ' I f so , .8i&t$

aauig fuXly / a d \^ I t r g e in yotxr



N© other witnesses being named^or pro efore me, I then, at the request
\J • JL •// //

of the Solicitor , of thc--"^>«?

closed the depositions taken in said cause and now return them clo>^d under my

hand and seal, on this-

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred

City of Baltimore, in the State of Mar

(SEAL).
Examiner.

There are—.Gfyu&-.~ Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit \

Defendant's —Exhibit - -V-

mmer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning
*/ If

a day, and taking the said depositions upon-^-^L^). days, on

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff-

by the Defendant

xammer.


