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Margaret T, Dowell
In the
VS.

~— N

Edgar J, Dowell Circuit Court No. 2 of Beltimore City,

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:=

Your oratrix complaining respectfully saus:-
"1, That the parties hereto intermerried in Baltimore City,State
of Maryland op or about the 4th day of February 1915, and lived
together as man and wife till on or about the 1lst day of April
1915, when the defendant without any just cause deserted and
arendoned your oratrix and has declared his intention to live with
her no more,

2, That the abandonment was deliberate is final, ss continued un-
‘interrupted for more than tilree years- prior to the filing of this
]bill of complaint, and that there is no reassonable hope of a re-
1conciliation.

3. That there are no children born as a result of said marriage,
4, That both parties are residents of the City and State afore-
said and have been for more than two years last past, .
5, That the conduct of your oratrix has been above reproach in

all respects-Having heen a true and devoted wifg to the seaid de-
fendant, her husband, /
Wherefore your oratrix prays A Divorce A Vinculo Matrimonii
from the defendant and such olher and further relief as the case
may require,
Mey it please your Honor to grant unto your oratrix the VWrit
of Subpoena directed unto the said defendant,commanding him to be
and appear in thés Court on some day certain to be therein mamed

and perform such decree as may be passed in the premises, And as

in duty bPound. &c.

y® & 6 006 560 89 068 09 00090

the Plaintiff,
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HOGAR J . DOVELL IN THiE CIRCULY COURY

or

To the Honorable, The vudge of said Court:
Your orator in answer to this bill of compleint is es

follotwWs =

rIRST, Your oreatvor admits the first jraragrapnin of

the plaintiff bill of compleint.

SuCoND, Your orator denies the sedond pearagreph of

the 2laintiff bill of comploint.

TYHIRD, Your respondent admits the third varcpgrapa

of the vlaintiff bill of complaint.

FOURTH, Your resnondent admits the fourth paragravh

of the plaintif{ bill of compleigt.

rINTH, Your respondent neither admits nor denies
~ the plaintiff Dbill of complaint as contained in the fifth para-

graph.,.

—-—43__.
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IN THE

Circuit Court Neo. 2,

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

....................................................

“To the Honorable the Judge of the
.Circuit 'Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OFMM/L ........ .

in this case, respeétfuily shows that §/ZA— desire S to take testimony in this case, and
respecf}fplly pray S that leave be granted v “to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED, this Cof....... LU o 192.«, that

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take

Standing Examiners of this Court. (

infony, as prayed, before any one of the

22




CIRCUIT COURT
19 Docket No.
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us.
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IN THE

Circuit Court Uor

OF
BALTIMORE CITY

%%m, /9

nce for Defendant
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SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

Mr. Clerk, .
Please file,

- S
&'—\v B

| Solicitor for Plaintiff. |

-No,ji/g L & /3
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In the Circuit Court 7 2

%ﬁJVS.W - of Baltimore City

To the Honorable

TERM 19___

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule-is hereby Wai‘;{ed.

/A

Solicitor  for Plaintiff,

Solicitor  for Defendant.
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IN THE | - W W

Cirruit anurf No, 2 .
o | . @éﬁm W

BALTIMORE CITY

yz/(/&;/ Term, 192 2 |
Thisicase being;submitted, without argument, it is ordered by thé Court, this / 7 ......
ay of /9 M)( S , 15?2 7/,tha_t thei same‘ be and it is hereby referred to
ayd ﬁ ZO AL ' e s , Eisq., Auditof“_a'nd Master, to report:the

pleadings and fhe facts, and his opihion:d ithereon.‘ ;

L Z/M(

Report "‘ci)f Audltor and Master

Auditor and NMaster.
August 19, 1922,




Auditor and Mester.

' .. EDGAR J. DOWELL

.

~ DECREE OF DIVORCE

| - . J." / 4 N ; -




DECREE OF DIVORCE.

IN THE

Circuit ¢ourt Mo, 2

VS.

oF

BALTIMORE CITY.

....................... EDGAR. J.. . DOWBLL % .
: 7, W TerM, 192 2,
. : / '

This cause standing veady for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court
read and considered.

J Tt is therenpon, this 2 D e Gt _ Amno

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and = “twent y=iwo = = - -z by the Circuir Courr No. 2

the above named complainant be, and ghe is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONH, from
the defendant, the said Edgar J. Dowell, also known as J. Edgar Dowell.

.........

I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Giveuit

. Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby

~

c!;rtif:‘y that the above is a true copy of the

decree taken from the record of proceed- '

ings in said cause.
\

- Ix Tesrivony: Waereor, I hereunto set my

‘hand and Qfﬁx the seal of the said Court,

this ... .. dayof 192

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.““mm



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT...NO. 2 . o
; Margaret T. Dowell
< vs
| Edger J. Dowell
; D EPOSITIONS
§ No Q ..... /ﬁ %}/ﬁ@ (*7/
dl
e e e e e r—
PLAINTIFF'S COSTS
Examiner $ 8.00
Copies - e,
NOMCES - coree et armvmaceaneenenerassnns
Sheriff e e
Stenographer . ... 2'00
g g
B DEFENDANT'S COSTS
y {;i Examiner $ooorrrnnen s
| é Copies
?‘ NOICES oo oe ot e e
‘i SREEIFF oo e y
- '}‘ Stenographer ... ..
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’ ALFRED J. CARR, Examiner j‘
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— Margaret T. Dowell 2. . i
Iu the Tirenit Court_No 2.

VS.

Edgar J. Dowell OF BALTIMORE CITY

The above entitled cause belng at issue,

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the Plaintiff
of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, ALFRED J. CARR, one of the
Standing Examiners of the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, under and by virtue

of an order of the above named Circut Court, passed in said cause on the

12th day of ___ July 19_22 | met on
the 12th day of July in the year nineteen
hundred and_twenty two at my office, in the City: of Baltimore, in the State
of Maryland, and assigned the l4th day of July
in the same year at___twelve o'clock WEXEBX noon and the
office of the Examiner, in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place | attended, due notice of such ineeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor 8 _ of the

respective parties to take the following deposition, that

is to say:—



MARGARKT T, DOWELL; the flaintiff in this csuse, pro=-
duced as a witnoss on her own behalf, being first duly‘sworn,
deposeth and saith as follows-that is to say- ‘

BY THE EXAMINER:

1l Q- ©State your name, residence amnd occupation?
A~ lMargaret T' Dowell, 838 Vine Street. Menicurist.
2 @ Do you know the parties to this suit? |
A% Yes, I am Margaret T. Dowell, the Plaintiff, end the
:.Defendant is my husbend, Edg&r J. Dowell,
BY MR. JACKSON:
3 Qm Whenfwere you married?
A= TFgbruary 4th, 1915,
4 Q= Where snd by whom?'
A= At the parsongge of the Kev. Jemes Briscol, 735
George Street, in the City of Baltimore.
5 Q= Where did you and your husband 11ve after the marriage?
A<= We went house keeping 1600 Riggs Avenue.
6 Q= Were there any children born &s a result of this mBpr-
risge? .
A< No,
7 Qe Aro you and youwr husband now living together?
A~ TNo. »
8 Q= Whon did you separate and which one left the other?
A~ April 1, 1918, he left me,
9 Q= Where were you living at that time?
1.



Mergaret T. Dowell.
A< We had moved to 8581Vine Stfeet and lived with my
- mother.,
10Q= What was your treatment and conduct towards your hus-
bend during the whole of your married life?

Aec I was e true and faithful wife, loving amd kin, and took
good care of the home emd looked sfter him.
11Q= How did he treat you? '

A< He has never struck me but he has sbused me in other
ways. 4de hes cursed me, and from time to time was constant-
ly tﬁreatened thet he was going to leave mé, ie made the
household unconfortable in every way. '
12Q= You ssy thaet he abandoned you on the first of April
1918, what occured that day?

A- He just went out and mnever came back. Lo didn't ssy
he was going away to stay, he had his trunﬁ packed aﬂd after
he went away he sent for his trunk.
13Q= BSince he abandoned you &s yoﬂ have described, without
saying saything, and since he sent for his trumk after he hed
left on that day, have you lived with or cohebited with
him? '

A=~ Yo Sir, I have not.
14Q= Has he in any way directly or 1ndirectiy contributed
to your support?

A- XNo 8ir.

2.



Margeret T. Dowell.

A= We had moved to 838 ’Vine St:::eet end lived with my
mother,
10Q- YW}hat was your treatment and conduct towards your hus-
bend during the whole of your msrried life?

A= I was & true and faithful wife, loving smd kin, and took
good care of the home amd looked after him.
11Q- How did he treat you? '

A~ He has never struck me but he has abused me in other
ways, He has cursed me, and from time to time was constent-
ly th'rea.tened thet he was going to leave me., &e made the
household unconfortable in every way. '
12Q= You ssy thet he abandoned you o'n the first of April
1918, whet occured that day?

A= He just went out and never cgme back. Se didn't ssy
he was going away to stay, he had his trunlri packed auid after
he went away he sent for his trunk,
13Q= ©Since he abandoned you as you: have described, without
saying snything, and since he sent for his trunk after he had
left on that day, have you lived with or cohabited with
him?

A<~ Yo Sir, 1 heve not.
14Q-= Has he in any way directly or indirectly contributed
to your support?

A- To Sir.

2.



Isiargaret Ts 'Howell.
159=- 1iiave you seen him? F |

A= I have seen him two or three times.
16@~ Did you have any talk with him? ’

A~ Yes I talked with him.
179~ Whet did he say, amd v}hat did you say?

Aw I asksd- =2mwhy-he lefty sut.he mever told me wky he
left, he always telked sbout something else, and wouldn't give
nme spny seatisfaction or any expl&nati'on, he sinpply would turn
the subjeet to somathing else, or some other subjeet, he
never would talk on it I could get nothing out of him,
Hgﬂr‘g@?e me no reason w}::y he left, snd he has never been béck
gince, | H
184~ 'ém these various occasions do I understend you to
testify that you made offers to have him returm and live
with you? ;

A~ Yes, and not only heve I talked with him, as I have
told you end asked him to come back, I have written letters
to him end requested him to return, he never answered the
letters,
19G~ B’.o’w long have you been & resident of the City of Paltimore
State of Maryland »pz‘z-ior to November 19217

b~ Tor the past eighteen years, and I have lived here ever
gince.
20Qm 'ﬁas the abandomment of you by your husbsnd been con-

tinvous end uninterrupted for more then three years prior to
3



Margaret T. Dowell.

the 23rd of Hovember 19 23:? |

A= Yesy it has, he lett me on the first of April, 1918;
end it was three years on the first of April, 1921, and it
hes continued ever simnce.
21g= Was or not the a‘oaz;a.enment his own finel and deli-
berate act?

A Yes, it was, he had no reason to leave me, I was & goe&
true wife to him, and he has mnever &attempted to explain
or give any reason why he left me,
22Q- Do you know where your yusband lives, end if so, with
whom? ’ |

A= He heg lived at & number of places, but just where he
lives I do not Imow, He has been living with & women the

14

same a8 man and wife.
239~ 48 there sy hépe or reasonsble expectation of & recon=
eiliation? |

A~ Wo ‘Sir. ‘here is no 'hepe.
249~ If & éesreee is passed in this case do you or not re-
guest the Court to grent you permission to resume your meiden
name? | |

A= Yes I do, I should like my neme back, we have no child~
rem. I weuié. like to have my name baeck. |
25&# What was your melden name? |

A% Margaret T. Henderson.

T

26Q= Is that yeﬁr mother's nsme?

4.



Maxrgaret T« Uowell,

A- ©No, my mother has been married twiee, he nome now

Jormson., I oam a child by her first husband.
FOTE: HO CRUSS MEAMINATION:

*

TR W RS WY, St T TR T SO S A M M S S S
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QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing
that may be of benefit or advantage to the parties tc thise
suit or elther of them or that may be material to the sub=-
ject of this your examinaticn or the matters in questioen
between the.parties? If sc, state the same fully and at

large in your/ayswer.

. WLcwjrgcw// J D ooclls

Angwer:

6.



MARGARET R. JOHNSON, e witness of lawful age, produced
on behalf ef'thé Plaintiff, being first duly sworn, depo=-
seth and saith as follows-that is to say-

BY 7HE EXAMINER:

1 Q= State your name, residence aﬁ& oceupation?

A~ Margaret Ro Johnsen, 838 Vine Street. Domestic work.
2 = Do you ]mew the parties to this sait‘? ’

A8 Yes, the Plaintiff is my daughter and the Defendent
is her husbani, my son-in-law, '

BY MR. JACKSON: ’

3 Q= Are éhqy or not men and wife and if you say they are
how do you know it?

A« They are man and wife, I know it because I was at the
regidence of the Rev. Mr. Briscol, on George Street and
‘gew ‘them married, I witnessed the eeremany.

4 Qm After their me.rrisge where did they-ge to:live as man
and wife?®

A~ They went to 1600 Riggs avenue, house keeping., and
later on they moved from there to my home on Vine Séreet,
and they lived with me as mon and wife until my son-in-law
abandoned his wife,

5 @= Are they 1iving together now?

A= TNo. .

6 Q= Whén.did'ﬁhqy separate and which one left the other?

Ae HWr. Dowell left my daughter, while they were living

with me about April 1st, 1918,
e ’



Margaret R. Johnson.
"% Q= What oceured thet da.y? ’

A= He casme down stairs and told my dazighte:r "I am going
out smd will be ‘"bael; shortly™ he did not come back after
that. I returned from my work, amd my daughtér told me that
E&gﬁii hed a1l of his things packed up in his trunk, shortly
after tiaa‘b & men came to the house, he said he had been sent
by Mr, Yowell for his trunk, end he took: the trunk away.

8 Qm aas or not your son-in-law éver returned to the hm;’.se
to live with his wife?

A= To.

9 Q= Eas’ he ever been ‘there on & visit?

A= THo.
10Q= Kaé she ever, to your knowledge, recevied any communi-
cation from him?

A~ TNot that L know of.
11§~ Did you or not k:now of your dsughter having made
effer'b‘s to have him return?

A= I know she has senn him snd asked him to return and T
know ghe haes sent him letters to come back, but he never
enswered sny of the letters and nevér came. |
12@= Has or not your sifzer 1lived in ﬁaltimore Cityfor more
then two years brior to ner filing the Bill of Compleint in
this case on the 23rd of November 19217

A= Yes, she has lived her forthe past eighteen years, she

lives here now, and lives with ne,

g



Margaret R, Johnson.,

158= Do you know where Er,rBowell 1ives?

A~ TWo I do not. '
14@= What was yaﬁr daaghteris treatment snd conduet towards
her husband? ) |

&= She was & good, kind wife to him, and did everything
for him, |
15Q; ﬂ;s bhe or not in any way contributed to her swupport since
he left her?

A= TFo.
.16Q- Bné has she made & living?

A= ©She is a2 manicurist and works for herself.
17Q= How did Mr. vJowell treat his wife? |

A~ He was & qaarrelsame complaining men, end slways made
trouhle about the house, and every now and then he would
say "I am going to leave and never come back",
18§~ What d4id he say when he left that day‘?’

&= He said he was going and would be back, but he never
ceme back,
19Q= Weré there eny children born as a result of this mar—
riage?

A= Yo, |
20Q~ kré they living together now?

A< | No. A
216G ﬁaée you seen him or hed any telk with him since he
left?

A= HNo, [ have not seen him,
9.



Margaret R. Johnson.

228< What is his business? '
_ A= He is & musician, and plays around at different places,
ﬁostiy &t Hotels in Saltimore, L have heard of his Dbeing in
New York, but 1 don’t kniw where he is now,
250= Has or not the abandonment of.ﬁhe Plaintiff by the
Defendant, continued uninterruptedly for more than three
years prior to the 23rd of November 1921¢%

be leg, over three years, he left her the first day of
April 1918 and he has never come back or done anything for
her snd that&s over three years,
249~ What csused him to 1eave,'if you know? |

Lew That I donnt know, There never was any trouble, the
only thing was‘tﬁat he éaid from time to time that he was
going to leave, |
25Q= Wgs the ébandaﬁment of your dsughter by her husband
his own deliberate and final act? v

A~ 1% certainly wes, heleft end wouldn‘t come back. I know
he had no reason to leave my deughter she was a good,!wife
to nim. |
26Qm in your opinon is there any hope or reasonfble expect=
stion of a Fefoncilistion?

‘EA ¥one what ever,
27~ - What was your é&ugﬁ$er‘3“ma£den name?

Aw &denderson,

3

10.



Margaret R. Johmson.
2840~ You have just ﬁes{;if;ied that yycur reme is Johnson, how
do you ‘sxyla.in that?
&2 I was mwarried twice, my first husband‘s neme was Hender=
son, and Margaret is my daughter by my first hosband. Afber
‘“b_hat I married Mr, Johnson . I have never had any children

by my. second marriage.

4l



Question by the Examiner:

Do you know or can you state any other matter or thing
that may be of benefit or advantsge to the parties to this
suit or either of them or that may be material to the sub-
Jject of this your examinatien or the matters in question
between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in you

Answer:r% ﬂ—éﬁ BQ /kvw\/ .

12,



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, | then at the request of

the solicitor_8__of the respective varties

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal on this 14tk day of
August in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred

end twenty two at the City of Baltimore in the State of Maryland.

v@/ < O g
Examiner.

There are ne Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's Exhibit
Defendant’s Exhibit

/@/M///é
/

Examiner.

I, ALFRED J. CARR, the Examiner before whom the foregoing depositions
were taken, do hereby certify that | was employed in assigning a day, and taking

the said depositions upon two  days, on both

of which | was employed by the plaintiff ___ , and on_ none

by the defendant___ . M / 7/

Exammer




