
/.T^p

f

.7T

'••' •& -tt

3'



Margaret T. Dowell(
) In the

VS. (

IEdgar J. Dowell ( Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City,

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:-

Your oratrix complaining respectfully sajts:-

1. That the parties hereto intermarried in Baltimore City,State

of Maryland o# or about the 4th day of February 1915, and lived

together as man and wi£e till on or about the lat day of April

1918, when the defendant without any just cause deserted and

(abandoned your oratrix and has declared his intention to live with

her no more,

2. That the abandonment was deliberate is final, es continued un*

interrupted for more than '13-hree years- prior to the filing of this
i

bill of complaint, and that there is no reasonable hope of a re-
I
conciliation.

3. That there are no children born as a result of said marriage,

4. That both parties are residents of the City and State afore-

said and have been for more than two years last past,

5. That the conduct of your oratrix has been atoove reproach in

all respects-Having been a true and devoted wife to the said de-

fendant, her husband,
i

Wherefore your oratrix prays A Divorce A Vinculo Matrimonii

from the defendant and such other and further relief as the case

'may require.

May it please your Honor to grant unto your oratrix the Writ

of Subpoena directed unto the said defendant,commanding him to be

and appear in this Court on some day certain to be therein aamed

and perform such decree as may be passed in the premises. And as

Ln duty bound. &c.

Solicitor ytfc the Plaintiff,
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VS
iDGAH J .jXA.'iULL 11* TKil CIHCUI1!1 COTIKT F O . 2

&

vs
L'l'-'l'iJQil.ljJLL xlALT IIIORE CITY.

To the Honorable, The oudge of iaid Court:

Your orator in answer to this bi l l of complaint is as

follows:-

i<'IH3'i\ Your orator admits the f i rs t paragraph of

the plaintiff b i l l of complaint.

SiilCOiiO, Your orator denies the sedond paragraph of

the plaintiff b i l l of coiaplaint.

'rHIi-LD, Your respondent admits the third paragraph

of the plaintiff bi l l of conplaint.

tfOUHTH, Your respondent admits the fourth paragraph

of the plaintiff b i l l of cozaplain't.

JJ'IJJ'TK, Your respondent neither admits nor denies

the plaintiff b i l l of coraplaint as contained in the fifth para-

graph.

,'WMMll'



Circuit Court Bo. 2

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order of

- < Court thereon.

Filed.. '..r.-J>..A^^1.. ;. _ , 192



IN THE

vs.

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION OF

in this, case, respectfully shows that ( 3 * ^ - * - desire *S

respectfully pray 5 that leave be granted

Examiners of this Court.

to take testimony in this case, and

to do so before one of the Standing

Solicitor fo

I Ir

ORDERED, this /<=fW day of

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take

192.*^ that

umoiiy, as prayed, before any one of the

Standing Examiners of this Court. C



i

CIRCUIT COURT«•**

19 Docket No.

vs.

ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Mr. Clerk

Please File

No.

aaii of
0 '



Form 20

VS.

-Mi. WXIITEFQRD, CLrL.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

Enter my appearance for Defendant

Solicitor



Circuit Court

Docket No..

vs.

SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.

Mr. Clerk,

Please file

Solicitor for Plaintiff.

Filed

I



OAJM

vs.

In the Circuit Court

o/ Baltimore City

To the Honorable
.TERM 19

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is hereby waived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

Solicitor for Defendant.



Gt Ct Bo. 2

Order of Reference
and Report

Order Filed .1.2/.... day of
Eeport Filed ....(J). day



IN THE

(Himtit (Bauvt No. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

vs.

Term, 192

/Thisicase being submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this Li. ....

day of \^Ly..S}....iAA^/s. : , 1̂ 2 2^<that the same be and it is hereby referred to

HjfoyjlL. Ld...i^~.^±..:.. : u , Esq., Auditor and Master, to report ;the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

L-<-»-

Report of Auditor and Master

p.f.̂ ..a Code...l.91.1.A.i^t.s....16.....secs. 36.-41.,
its

V.s....re.sidenc.e....in....Ba

...year.a»....i.ta....f.iiiali.ty....an!i....tJbie....ir.r.e.G.QiiG.il-..

ability ...of .....the. ...par tig

R stf.rtt. rw.-s.wt.r

August 1 9 , 19E2



The within is a proper decree to lie passed in this case

Auditor and Master.

Circuit Court IRo, 2

B - 5 2 9 -
192 l . Docket

MARGARET T . DCMEIJI .

vs.

..EDGAR

DECREE OF DIVORCE

&I.Q.A3

Filed



DECHKE OF DIVORCE.

vs.

..EDGAii...J.....J)01ELL..

IN THE

Circuit Court IRo. 2
OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

TEEM, 192 2...
t

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the Court

read and considered.
*2_ ^*^o i n ) s/ J y

It is thereupon, this _ day of . . . . S ^ f ^ ^ * ^ ? ^ l , Anno

Domini, one thousand nine hundred and.r.....1?.wenty-twc>. - - -....-....-....-.by the CIBCUIT COURT NO. 2

OF BALTIMOBE CITY, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said Bfe'gare.t....I!.« D0..W.8.1.1................:...

the above named complainant be, and die is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII, from

the defendant., t h e s a i d Edgar J . D o w e l l , a l s o known a s J . Edgar D o w e l l .

....imEa!HER.....QBDE:EffiD.....tâ

Hender.so.ri*

And it is further Ordered, that the said d

pay the cost of this proceeding. C_

I, JOHN PLEASANTS, Clerk of the Circuit

Court No. 2 of Baltimore City, do hereby
\

certify that the above is a true copy of the

decree taken from the record of proceed-

ings in said cause.

IN TESTIMONY WHEBKOF, I hereunto set my

hand and affix the seal of the said Court,

this day of 192

Clerk Circuit Court No. 2 of Baltimore City.



J

Docket ...

IN THE

B . 529 /192 :

CIRCUIT COURT

Margaret T.

L

Ho..

'A

.2 "..

Dowel l
vs

Edgar J . Dowell

EPOSI

No..iZ LA

TI

/;

OIVS

PLAINTIFF'S COSTS

Examiner $.

Copies

Notices

Sheriff

.3,0.0.

Stenographer 2.00

10.00 Paid.

DEFENDANT'S COSTS

Examiner $

Copies

Notices

Sheriff
Stenographer

$

ALFRED J. CARR, Examiner

Filed.. day of.



t Tlowftl l

vs.

Edgar J . Dowell

3ltt % (Etrnttt (tori

OF BALTIMORE CITY

The above e n t i t l e d cause "being a t I s s u e ,

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the P l a i n t i f f

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, ALFRED J. CARR, one of the

Standing Examiners of the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, under and by virtue

of an order of the above named Circut Court, passed in said cause on the

12th day of J u l y 19_?2_, met on

the 12th day of Ju ly in the year nineteen

hundred And twenty two flt my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the State

of Maryland, and assigned the 14 th day of Ju ly

in the same year at twe lve o'clock tfi33fc5X noon and the

office of t h e E x a m i n e r , i n ^ C i t y ancj S t ate

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor_3 of the

respec t ive p a r t i e s t o take the following deposition, that

is to say:—



MARGARM T. DOWELL; the Plaintiff In this cause, pro-

duced as a witness on her own "behalf, being first duly sworn,

deposeth and saith as follows-that is to say-

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q- State your name, residence and occupation?

A- Margaret T» Dowell, 838 Vine Street. Manicurist,

8 Q- Do you know the parties to this suit?

A^ Yes, I am Margaret T. Dowell, the Plaintiff, and the

Defendant is my husband, Edgar J. Dowell.

BY MR. JACKSON:

3 Q- When were you married?

A- February 4th, 1915.

4 Q- Where and by whom?

A- At the parsongge of the Rev. James Briscol, 735

George Street, in the City of Baltimore.
t

5 Q- Where did you and your husband live after the marriage?

A- We went house keeping 1600 Riggs Avenue.

6 Q- Were there any children "born as a result of this mar-

riage? .

A- No.

7 Q- Are you and your husband now living together?

A- No.

8 Q- When did you separate and which one left the other?

A- April 1, 1918, he lef t me.

9 Q- Where were you living at that time?
1.



Margaret T. Dowell.

A- We had moved to 838 Vine Street and lived with my

mother.

10Q- What was your treatment and conduct towards your hus-

band during the whole of your married life?

A- I was a true and faithful wife, loving and kin, and took

good care of the home and looked after him.

11Q- How did he treat you?

A«i He has never struck me "but he has abused me in other

ways. He has cursed me, and from time to time was constant-
r

ly threatened that he was going to leave me, He made the
t

household unconfortable in every way.

12Q- You say that he abandoned you on the f i r s t of April

1918, what oocured that day?

A- He Just went out and never cajme back. rie dian*t say

he was going away to stay, he had his trunk packed and after

he went away he sent for his trunk.

1 3 ^ ^inoe he abandoned you as you have described, without

saying egaything, and since he sent for his trunk after he had

left on that day, have you lived with or cohabited with

him?

A- Ho Sir, I have not.

14Q- Has he in any way directly or indirectly contributed

to your support?

A- Ho Sir.

2 .



Margaret T. Dowell.

A- We had moved to 838 Vine Street and lived with my

mother.

10Q- What was your treatment and conduot towards your hus-

band during the whole of your married life?

&.- I was a true and faithful wife, loving and kin, and took

good care of the home and looked after him.

11Q- How did he t reat you?

A-i He has never struck me but he has abused me in other

ways* He has cursed me, and from time to time was oonstant-
r

ly threatened that he was going to leave me. ae made the
r

household unconfortable in every way.

12Q- You say that he abandoned you on the f i r s t of April

1918, what oocured that day?

A- He Just went out and never cajne back. a e didnH say

he was going away to stay, he had his trunk packed and after

he went away he sent for his trunk.

13ft-i Since he abandoned you as you have described, without

saying anything, and since he sent for his trunk after he had

left on that day, have you lived with or cohabited with

him?

A- Ho Sir, 1 have not.

14Q- Has he in any way directly or indirectly contributed

to your support?

A- Ho Sir.

2.



Margaret T* Lowell.

15Q* Mave you seen Mi?

A- I have seen Mm two or three times,

§ Did you have any talk with. him?

Yes I talked with, him.

What t id he say, and what did you say?

ld me

lef t , fee always talteed ateut somethi^ e^.set and

me any satisfaction or any explanation, he simply would turn

the subject to soioathis^g else, or gome other subject9 he

never would talk on it* 1 eould get nothing out of himo

He gave me no reason why he lef t , and he has never "been hack

18%- On tties® various occasions do I understand you to

testify that you made offers to have him return sad live

with you?

A- TTesV and not only have I talked with him, as I have

told you and asked him to come oaek, I have written let ters

to him and requested him to return, h© never answered the

le t te rs ,

19H- low long have you "been a resident of the Uity of Baltimore

State of Maryland psftior to Hovember 19 El?

4- For the past eighteen years, aaaft. I have lived here ever

since.

gOQpi Mas the abandonment of you hy your has hand "been con-

tinuous and uninterrupted for more than three years prior to



Margaret E# lowell,

the 2gr& of lovember 19 Elf

A- Xes^ i t has, he left me on the f i r s t of April, 1918?,

and i t was three years ©n the f i r s t of April, 1921^ and i t

has continued ever since*

Was or not the abandonment his own final amd deli-

A- Yes, i t was, he had n© reason to leave me, I was a good

wife to Mi , and he has never a t t e s t e d to explain

©r gi^e any reason why he left me,

gl%* Bo you 3mow -wiiere yo-or hmsband lives» and if so, with

whom? *

Jk" He hag liT©& a t a ©."BtmTser of p l a c e s , irat $vBt where he

l i v e s I do not Imow. He has "been l i v i n g with a woman the
r

same as man and wife*

E5ft- *-& there any hope or reasonable e^eetation of a recon-

ciliation?

JU lo Sir, *here is no hope#
t f

24%«- If a deereee is passed in this ease do you or not re-

quest the Court to grant you permission to resume your maiden

name? -. . ' , '

&>* les I do t I should like w& name "back, we have no child-

ren. I would like to have my name hack*
t - F

« What was your maiden same?

Margaret ffi« Henderson*
• r

Is that your mothers name?
4,



Margaret !•

I o , my Hotkey 3aas "been marrieel twiee , lie issme mew i s

Jolmscm, I am a ch i ld "by 3ier f i r s t ftos"bana,

BOSB: SO GROSS MAM'SATIQMi



BY THE 1XAMIHEE:

Bo you lmow or can you state any otlier matter or thing

that Biay "be of "benefit or adTantage to the parties to this

suit or either of them or that may "be material to the sub-

ject of this your examination or the matters in question

between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in your</a»swer.

Answer: //o



BIAR&ABB5? B. J0HISOH, a witness of lawful age, produced

on Taehalf of the Plaintiff , 'being f i rs t duly sworn, depo-

s e d and saith as follows-that is to say-

BY SHE BSA1I1KH:

1 Qf State y©ur name, residence and occupation?

A- Margaret R» Johnson^ SS8 Tine Street, Domestic work,

% &• B© y©u know the parties to this so.it?

]£ l e s , tlie Slaintiff i s w& daughter and the Defendant

is her Jrasfcand, ray son-in-law,

BY ME. JAG1B0I;

g 0 Are thej or not man and wife and if you say they are

how d© you know i t ?

Ĵ - illhey are man and wife, I know i t because I was at the

residence of the H@T, Mr, Brisselii ©n &eorge Street and

saw them married. I witnessed the ceremony*

4 &• JUTter their carriage where did /fefreyf go to live as man

ana. Mfe?

£km they went t© 1600 Kiggs avenue, house keeping*, and

la te r on they moored from there to lay home on ^ise Street,

and they lived with me as man and wife unti l my son-in-law

abandoned his wife,

5 Q» Are they living together now?

MM I O . ' > * - . •
r

6 ^ - When did taiey separate and whieh one left the other?

A* Mr, ^jwell lef t my daughter, while they were living

with me about April 1s t , 1918,



Margaret H* Johnson*

7 %m What o©cured that day?

A- He ©ame aown stairs ana told ay daughter MI am going

out sad will "be liaek shortly" lie did not come baek after

that, I returned from my work, sad ay daughter told me that

Bdgsr had a l l ©f Ms things packed up in Ms trunk:, shortly

after that a man eame t© the house, n© said he had been sent

"by Mr* Lowell for his trunk$ and he took the tnuite

8 §* Has or not jovcr son-in-law ever retaanaed to the

to live with his wifef

9 Q- Has h@ ever l>een the re on a v i s i t ?

A- l o .

1©Q- Has she ever, to your knowledge, reeevied any a

eation from him?

lot that I Imow of*

- Did you or not Icaow of your daughter having made

efforts to have him return?

A- I know she has sena him and asked him to return and I

knew she has sent him le t ters to oome fcaek, tout he never

answered any of the le t ters and never came.

12Q- Has or not your s is ter lived in -oaltimore Oityfor more

than two years prior to her filing the Bill of Complaint in

this case on the ESrd of lovember 1921?

km Xes^ she has lived her for the past eighteen years, she

lives her© now, and lives with me*



Margaret fi* Johnson.

Bo you know where Mr* Bowell lives?

lo I do not,
t

What was your daughter s treatment and conduct towards

her hush and?

Am She was a good, kind wife to him, and did everything

for him*

11%* Has he or not in any way contributed to her support since

he left her?

km 1 0 .

\~ How has she made a living?

4- She is a manicurist ana works for herself.

I- How did Mr. Lowell treat his wife?

Af Me was a quarrelsome complaining man, and always made

trouble about the house, amd every now amd then he would

say WI am going to leave and never come back".

18Q- What did he say when he left that day?

A** E© said h© was going and would be bacK* but he never

came b&ok#

19Q^ Were there any children born as a result of this mar-

riage?

they living together now?

^ ^ave you sesai Mas or had any talk with him since he

left?

Am l o , I have not seen him.
9.



Margaret a. Johnson*

What is Ms business?

He is a musician, a»a plays around at different places,

mostly at Hotels in Baltimore, l have heard of his being in

Sew Zork, tut 1 aonst kniw where he i s now*

23Q- Mas or not the abandonment of the Haintiff by the

Defendant, eojrtinued uninterruptedly for more than three

years prior to the £Srd of lovember 19SI?

A- ^es, over three years, he left her the f irst day of

April 1918 and he has never come baek or done anything for

her and that&s over three years.

*hat caused him to leaves if you know?

ihat I don t know* fhere never was any trouble, the

only "to-ing was that he said from time to time that he was

going to leave*

2§(frm Was the abandonment of your daughter "by her husband

his cm deliberate and final sett

AP» i t eertainly was, heleft and woulcte^t come baok. I know

h© had no reason to leave my daughter she was a good, wife

to his*

EfiQ- In your opinon is there any hope or reasonable expect-

ation of a feionoiliation?

lone what ever*

What was your fwaglit̂ a?1 g aiaiden name?

Henderson*
i • «



Margaret R. Johnson*

28Q- Yon have Just testif ied that your amme is Johnson,

do you explain that?

A« I was married. twioer
t my f i r s t 1ms"band's nsme was Hender-

sons ana Margaret i s my daughter fry my f irs t tesband. After

tlaat 1 married Mr# Johnson « I ha¥e nevex had any children

"by iny second marriage.

1 1 .



Question "by the Examiner:

Do you knew or can you state any other matter or thing

that may be of "benefit or advantage to the parties to this

suit ©r either of them or that may "be material to the sub-

ject ©f this your examination or the setters in question

"between the parties? If so, state the same fully and at

large in youranawer.

/}

12.



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the request of

the solicitor_§__of th* r e s p e c t i v e -par t ies

closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal on this -^th. day of

August j n the year of our Lord nineteen hundred

and twenty two _at the City of Baltimore in the State of Maryland.

There are_

PlaintifFs_

Examiner.

no -Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

_Exhibit_

Defendant's, .Exhibit.

I, ALFPvED J. CARR, the Examiner before whom the foregoing depositions

were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a day, and taking

the said depositions upon two days, on_ "both.

of which 1 was employed by the plaintiff.

by the defendant

_, and on_ none

Examiner.


