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Portraits In The Court House

By JOSEPH R. BYRNES

DEPUTY CLEREK OF TH® SUPREME BENCH OF BALTIMORE CITY
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{1008-1906) ; William A. Stewart {1882-
1892, and Charles B. Phelpa (1582-
10033, The majority of these judgea
are stlll remembered by many Court
Hovse attaches.

Past dlgnitariea of the Court of Ap-
peals are represented by ihe portraits
of three former Chief Judges of that
Court: Stevenson Archer (1544-1848);
John €. LeGrand {(1851-1861), and
James McBherry (1806-1907). Judge
Arvcher sgrved several terms in Com-
gress  befove ascending the PBanch.
Judge LeGrand, whom Judge MceBherry
considersd one of the three ablest
Judges ever to git in the Court of Ap-
peals, wag defeated for re-slectiom In
themilotmsluar?mqltn!hhm-

thai a Maryland contem-
porary of Wehater, and the only man

whom he in said to have feared, Wik
lam Pinkney, in not among thoee re-
membered. The pictures of Daniel
Dulany, Chancellor John Johnaon, anid
William Gwyon, however, pay tribute
to the early history of our Bar. Gwynn
also edited the controwersial Federal
Gazelte.

Perhaps the most valwable porirait
in the possession of the Suopreme
Bench iy that of John Marshall, Chlef
Jasties of the Bupreme Court for 34
years. A Rcmbrandt Pesle, it meas-
ures approximately 12 foet by & It la
but Otting that a superb artist should

barned im efiigy, bocanse the Bupreme
Court ruled ngainat the State of Mary-
Iand {Btate of Maryland ww, McCul-
lo¢h), should hang his portrait in one
of iz courtroomse “to excite the rislng

onal fﬂeldl::lp began that has

and, motl the Dred declslon
{1857), was halled as & worthy suwe.
cesgor to all. His decision in

composition of our nationsl anthem,
it ahould not bhe forg: that he was

(10711924} ; and Jndge Fames P, Gor-
ter, member of the Supreme Bench
{1907-1921) and Chief Judge of that
Tody for geven Fears (1921-1928). The
p tion of Judpe Gorter's portrait
on November 13, 1828, marked the firpt

Unlted Btates Senator! What a mark
for the politically ambitious, and what
& memory to be revered!

Conld ihe Benator vlsit this room,
be would see the familiar faces of some
of his contemporaries, such as Hdgar
H. Gans (18581911}, skilful trial law-
yer; Wiillam Shepard Bryan, Jr.
{1850-1014), Attorney-General of Mary-
land (1909-1907); United Btetes Ben.
ator Isidor Rayner, famous for hia de-
maumm&:::'ey,mznhnp.

ond

brilliant mind and fndustry of this re-
markabie man,

The two pane] portratis in this room
are those of Bermard Carter (1834
1912} apd Colonel Charles Marshall
{1830-1902). Ot digtinguished ances.
try, Bernard Carter wrote a page 1

Thomas €. Comer, bavgs bere to io-
spire those who would serve itheir
fitate and ecuniry zeslonsly, ably and
nnselfishly. Able advocate and bril-
liant orator though he wasg, the publie
record of Senator Whyte would in 1t-
self entitls him to the appreciation of
a gratefu! Siate: Member of the
House of Delegates, City Solicitor,
Mayor, Attorney-General, Governor aod

stood by the side of his beloved chief.

Another porirait presented during
the lifetime of its suhjeet i that of
tormer Chief Judge Henry D Harlan,
who preeided over the Supreme Bench
for twenty-six years, from Cctober 28,
1888, to January 1, 1914 He was one
of the youngest jndpes ever to i
over the Bench, becoming its Chief
Jndge on his thirtieth birthday. His
retirement was regretted by Bench and
Bar alike,

Perbapy the most arreating portrait
armn
plcture

in thiz room 1a that of Major
H. H. Emory. This striking

rates the ¥ of this cour-
ageous lawyer, who was killed on No-
vember 1, 1013, while Jeading his bat-
talion uvp the north slope of the Ravine
aux Pierres in France,

TFhe three remaining porteaits in the
Court House are in the Criminal Conrt,
Part I, Room 103. Here we see the
benlgn fentures of T. Parkin Scott,
fivet Chief Judge of the Sopreme
Bench, and whe appesrs to be lnoking
at the nnfortunate iraverser mitting in
the prisoner'a dock. This portrait,
painted by the late Willem Wirts,




from a photograph, wne prexenteil to
the Bench by Mr. T. Parkin Keech, of
the Baltimore Rar, a great-nephew of
Judge Scott. Actist Thomas C. Cor-
ner has, with remarkable accoracy,
givon us the likeness of the gentleran-
1y and gental Judge Johm J, Diohler,
Judge Dobler was a member of the
Bench for iwenty-elght yeera (1B04-
1922), In diract contrast to the length
of Jadge Iwhler's service on the Pench
iz that of Judge Conwny W. Hams, who
wan appointed May 2, 1908, and dled
eighteen monthe later. This poriralt
waa painted by Marle Kebler,

‘What a fleld for retrospection thes:
portralle present to those who would
keep ative thelr memory and who atrive
to be worthy of their herltage. Truly
“a tong Mbe of distingnished worthies
whose professlonal lives shone with
such nnaullied 1 " We stand in
the Criminal Cowrt rooms and hegr the
great GQana pltend for the life of one

wha ptawdy in the ghadows of the gnl-
lows ; we hear the reverberating volces
of Wallls and Whyte an they expound
the righteonsnesa of thelr client's
cause, We adwire the adroftness of
tle matute Hieele und ¢an picture the
thervole Hgnre of Bernacd Carter, ag he
addreases the Court. We can ses, too,
the gannt Taney detying the President
of the Untted Btates by bis lssuance of
the writ of habess corpus when that
writ bad been suspended by the Presi-
dent. In these roowms ‘unteconstructed
rebels” faced agmin their Union foes,
but this time aeross the rial table amd
not in some crimson-stained meadow.
Worthy scns of Maryland, we sajute
¥ou. Your memories are indeed “as
green In our hearts za the ivy which
crecpm over your silent graves.”

{Reprinted fromm THE DaiLt Reco#n,
Mnron 27, 1934.)
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