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............................................................

Iu the Civenit Conrt.
OF BALTIMORE CITY

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the ..... Plaintiff

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, one
of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

................... eighth . .day of .. Rebruary . ... 1935._. meton
the.. i P AN S day of ... February in the year nineteen
hundred and thirty.. five................ , at my office, in the City of Baltimore, in the
State of Maryland, and assigned the....237d day of.... JFebruary .
in the same year at......... L om— o'clock in the...........: £058 noon and the
aifice ol . SR TN L s i in the City and State

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been given, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor.................. of the
Plaintiff

to take the following deposition, that

is to say:




TESTIMONY taken at the office of George Arnold
Frick, Bxaminer, on Saturday, February 23, 1935, at ten

o'clock in the morning.

Present: Thurgood Marshall, Counsel for the Plaintiff.

Thereupon:

ARDIS STEELE GORDON, the Plaintiff, produced
as 2 witness on her own behalf, being first duly sworn
according to law, deposeth and saith as follows =~ that is

to say =
BY THE EXAMITIER :

1l Q= State your name, residence and occupation?
A= Ardis Steele Gordon, 2553 Madison Avenue, Baltimore
lMaryland.
2 Q- Wnat is your occupation?
A~ Teacher.
3 Q= You are the Plaintiff in this proceeding?
A= Yes, sir.
4 Q- How long have you known the Defendant, Frank Je
Gordon?

A= TFour years.

’




Ardis Steele Gordon
BY MR. MARSHALL:

5 Q= Mrs. Gordon, have you been a resident of the City
of Baltimore and the State of Maryland for more than two
years prior to the filing of your suit?
A~ Yes, sir, I have.
6 Q= Uhen, where and by whom were you mrried to the
Defendant ¢
A- In Gallipolis, Ohio, June 14, 1931.
NOTE: The marriage certificate is now offered in evidence
and filed with the Examiner merked "Plaintiff's Exhibit
Examiner No. 1l."
7 Q= Any children born as the result of your marriage?
A= Xo.
8 Q= Mrs. Gordon, have you always been a kind, chaste
and affectionate wife towards your husband?
A= Yes, I have. |
9 Q= Are you and your husband now living together?
A= TXNoe.
10 Q= VWhen were you separated?
A= About the 15th of October, 1931.
11 Q= Vhich one leftiothe othér?
A- He left me.
12 Q= Did he say anything when he left as to whether he
would come back = did he say anything as to whether he Waﬂld
12«




Ardis Steele Gordon

live with you or not again?

A-
13 Qe

He said he wasn't coming back.

Did you give him any just cause or provocation for

leaving you?

A=
14 Q=
erate

A=
15 Q=
of you

A=
16 Q=

Xo.

Was this desertion and abandonment his own delibe
and final act?

Yes.

Is there any hope of a reconciliation on the part
two?

No.

Is the Defendant a resident or a non-resid ent of

the State of Marylend?

A~ Non-resident.
17 Q= Where was he living when you last heard of him or
heard from him?
A= In Alabama.
18 Q= And what part of Alabame?
A~ Tuskegee.
12 Q= In the State of Alabame?
A= TYes.
20 Q= Do you d esire to resume your maiden name?
A= Yese.
21 Q= What is your maiden reme?
A- Steele.
MR. MARSHALL: That's all.

13-




QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know cr can ycu state any other metter or thing
thet mey be of benefit or advantage to the parties to this
suit or either of them or thet mey be material to the sub-
3eot of this your exesmination or the metters in cuestion
between the pe& es? 1f so, stete the seme fully =nd at

lerge in ycu wer.

Answer: ’

li=-




RUTH S. JOHNSON, produced as a witness on
behalf of the Plaintiff, being first duly sworn according

to law, deposeth and saith as follows ~ that is to say =

BY THE EXAMINER:

1 Q= State your meme, residence and occuPation?

A- Ruth S. Johnson, 1907 15th Street, Washington,

2 Q= What is your occupation?
A- House wife.
3 Q= Do you know the parties to this suit?
A= Yes, I doe
4 Q- How long have you known them?
A= Well, I have known the Plaintiff all my life.
5 Q= 1Is she related to you?
A- 8he is my sister.
6 Q= How long have you known him?

A= I have known him about six years.

BY MR. MARSHALL:
7 Q= Mrs. Johnson, were you present at the wedding?
A= TNo, I wasn't.
8 Q= Did you know them whe® they lived together, lir. and
Mrse. Gordon?
15=-




Ruth 8. Johnson

A=~ Yes, I did.
9 Q= Did they live together as man and wife and hold
themselves out in the community as such and were they so
treated by their friends and acquaintances?

A= Yes.
10 Q= Has the Plaintiff been a resident of the City of
Baltimore and the State of llaryland for more than two
years prior to the filing of this suit?®

A- Yes, she has.
11 Q= Any children born as the result of said marriage?

A= Too.
12 Q= Has the Plaintiff always been a kind, chaste and
affectionate wife towards her husband?

A- Yes, she has.
13 Q= Are they living together now?

A= TXo.
14 Q= Which one left the other?

A= He left her.
15 Q= About when did the separation occur?

A= 1In October, 1931l.
16 @~ Did she give him any cause or provocation for him
to leave her?®

A= XNo.
17 Q= Did he say anything when he left as to whether or

16 =




Ruth S. Johnson
not he would return or live with her again?
A= He said he wasn't coming back any mofe.
18 Q= In your mind, is this desertion of her his deliberat#
and final act? |
A= TYes.
19 Q= Has the separation continued uninterruptedly for
more than three years prior to the filing of this suit?®
A= They have not lived together since.
20 Q= Since 1931°?
A= TYese
21 Q= Do you think thereis any hope of a reconciliation
between them?
A= To.
22 Q= Is the Defendant a resident or a non-resident of
the State of Maryland?®
A- Non-resident.
23 Q= Where was he when you last heard of him or from
him?
A= In Alabama.
24 Q= In the State of Alabame?
A= Yeso
MR. MARSHALL: That's all.

17~




QUESTION BY THE EXAMINER:

Do you know or cen ycu state eny other matter or thing
thet may be of benefit cr sdvantage to the parties to this
guit or either ¢f them cr that mey be materisl to the sub-
ject of this yofir examination or the metters in question
between the partigs? If ec, stste the saeme fully sand &t
lerge in yeour eT.

Answer:

G Ll Qodoosirn

18=




No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then at the
request of the Solicitor.....of the RAMBSALE . . . s
closed the depositions taken in said cause, and now return them closed under my

hand and seal on this

........ . RS R
and thitte. 4TS ... , at the Ci

Examiner.
There O . AR..008...........oocnnnniecisiinin Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Y Exhibit. . BXaminex NQo de . . .
7 T T T e e SN AR R SRS AR < PIBRERl | R .

Examiner.

I, GEORGE ARNOLD FRICK, the Examiner before whom the forego-
ing depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed in assigning a
day and taking the said depositions upon......... e

of which I was employed by the plaintiff....._, TR T kD e

by the defendant.........

Examiner. /
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1934 No. 74 Docket |

................. ARDIS. STEELE..GORDAN.........

> V8.

...................... FRANK...J...GORDON.............

Aerree of Divmere
Recorded !
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DECREE OF DIVORCE.

CIRCUIT COURT
vs. > R

BALTIMORE CITY

[ FRANK J. GORDON

read and considered.

It is Thereupon, This ox: !
by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, Adjudged, Ordered Decreed, “Hat the said - - -
O F O TR R @ -ARDIS STEELE GORDON= .. ... .= .. . . R
the above named Compiainant, be and She is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the
o TRAE T BT TR L PRSP R AN | SO oo Ml | 4 N O G SRR LSS
....AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that said complainant be and she is. . ..
hereby authorized to resume her malden name: ARDIS STEELE.. . ...
And it is Further Ordered, That the said...complainant- - = . SRS PO -

pay the cost of this proceeding.

e ff;\/a%/\' AN &—Ma,(/\



The within is a proper decree to be passed in
this case

Auditor and Master



Circuit Court

A/'dc's 5—#59{_9 e’d l‘a/d\

vs.

F/‘Cl\lf\.. '_{ QOrc{aﬂ\‘

Order of Reference
and Report

Order Filed ___Zh____day of /7% 193

Report Filed _-_[___.__day of £/



IN THE

Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

LM Term, 193\
Vi
This casebeing submitted, without argument, it is ordered by the Court, this......... / ]7
day of %7 7 , 193 ;Tﬁat the same be and it is hereby referred to

f / ‘5
........... W/‘ QAN ooy 158Q., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report of Auditor and Master

_mwmwmneﬁandantmprggegdgdmagainstwaamamnan:residentwandmhig ________________
noN-residencCe PrOVEOI e e
........................................... Plaintiff's residence in Baltimore City for more than . .. ..
U DR PUIBOIIRIIIN o .cccmasrmseso ese e AESaseis
............................................. The marriage PIOVEIe ..o
_____________________________________________ ThemahandonmentwfarMthraemyears,mitswfinality+mandwth§mmm
irreconcilability of the parties pProvVeN. . e —
___________________________________________ A _decree pro. confesso was passed against the defendant
and more. than thirty days have since elaps@Qe . ...

_____________________________________________ Case ready. For Q@ CT e e
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Circuit Court

Y AL

1934 Docket No

ARDIS STEELE GORDON

VS.

FRANK J. GORDON

Decree Pro Confesso

e I



[DECREE PrRO CONFESSO]

IN THE
ARDIS STEELE GORDON

CIRCUIT COURT

H OF

BALTIMORE CITY

&
Term, 193.7...

The Defendant...........cocccc..... THREE 9 SORINE. i having been duly

summened (notified by Order of Publication) to appear to the Bill of Complaint, and having failed to appear
thereto, according to the exigency of thewmit (said Order).........

It intheveupon this.............onill it ..day of . FEBRUARY . . in the year nineteen
hundred and thirty-... FIVE ........by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City, ADJUDGED, ORDERED and
DECREED, that the complainant is entitled to relief in the premises, and that the Bill of Complaint be and
is hereby taken pro confesso against the defendant...... SRAN Js O oo
But because it doth not certainly appear to what relief the plaintiff is entitled, it is further ADJUDGED and

ORDERED, that one of the Examiners of this Court, take testimony to support the allegations of the Bill.



IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT
FOR

BALTIMORE CIT]
é /90

e

ARDIS STEELE GORDON
vs

FRANK J. GORDON

é?‘é?ﬁ}e

Mr. Clerk:

Pleage file etc.

g oot

ﬂtforney}for Plaintiff,

THURGOOD MARSHALL
ATTORNEY AT LAW
604 PHOENIX BUILDING
BALTIMORE, MD.

i 0 Dk, (o

THE DAILY RECORD CO., BALTIMORE, MD.




{

R

'1ast heard of was in Alabams.

True Copy Test.

ARDIS STEELE GORDON * IN THE
* CIRCUTT COURT FOR §
Vs |
* BALT IMORE CITY
|

PRANE J. GORDON :
s ok sk stk ok ok ok oe ke sk ok ok ke ok 5

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

|
|
The object of this suit is to procure a divorce a {
vinculo matrimonii by the plaintiff, Ardis S. Gordon, from the e
defendant, ¥rank J. Gordon.

The Bill recites the marriage on June 4, 1931 in '
Galipolis, Ohio by a Justice of the Teace; although the conduct ;
of the plaintiff towards the defendant has always been affectionatd
and above reproach, the defendant without just cause or provocation
abandoned and deserted the plaintiff about Oectober 15, 1931; said |
abandonment and desertion has been continuous and uninterrupted ;
for more than three years, was deliberate act of the defendant: ’
there is no hope of reconciliatlon there are no children; plaintiff
if a resident of Baltimore City and has been a resident of Maryland
more than two years last past; defendant is a non-resident and when

Tt is thereupon ordered this 2/ day of Decembdr, 1934,
by the Circuit Court of Baltimore City That the plaintiff, by causﬁ
ing a copy of this order to be inserted in some dally newspaper ‘

published in this Cityh‘once a week for four succescsive weeks on
or before the 2/ day of 1935,
give notice to said absent defendan e obje and substance

of this bill and naming him to be and appear in is Court, in

reasgn or by solicitor on or before the day o S A |
E?iégﬁifqﬁk , 1936 to show cause if any he may have why a decree |

should notbe pa-sed as prayed. W |




IN THE
:ﬁ CIRCUIT COURT
‘=. FOR
| BALTIMORE CIj

ARDIS STEELE GORDON /29131

Ve

FRAYVK J. GORDON

)3 %Q/é

BILL OF ‘OMDLXINT

Mr. Clerk:

Pleasge file ete.

\ttoxia6y for Plaintiff.

s ——————————

THURGOOD MARSHALL
ATTORNEY AT LAW
604 PHOENIX BUILDING
BALTIMORE, MD.

=y /Jéo /727 |

THE DAILY . BALT

20 v, e e




ARDIS STEELE GORDON

CIRCUIT COURT FOR

FRANE 7. GORDON - e

sk ok ook o sk ok ok 5k

To the Honorable, the Judge of said Court:

The bill of complaint of your oratrix respectfully
represents unto your Honor as follows:

1. That your oratrix, Ardis Steele Gordon, was
married to the defendant, Frank J. Gordon on the fourth day of
June, 1931, in Galipolis Ohio by a Justice of the Peace.

2 That your oratrix resides in Baltimore City and
has been a resident of the State of Maryland for more than two
years last past, o

3 That the conduct of your oratrix towards her hus-
band has always been kind, affectionate and above reproach,.

4, That on or about the fifteenth day of October, 1931,
the defendant without just cause or provocation deserted and
abandoned your oratrix; that said abandomment has continued un-
interruptedly since that date, was the defendant's own deliberate
and final act, and is beyond any reasonable hope or exvectation of
a reconciliation,

be That there are no children as a result of this
marriage.

6. That the defendant is not a resident of the State
of Marylané and his whereabouts are unknown. When last heard of
he was in the State of Alabama.

WHEREFORE , your oratrix prays:

l. That your oratrix, Ardis Steele Gordon, may be
divorced a vinculo matrimonii from the defendant, Frank J. Gordon.

2e That your oratrix may be permitted to resume her
maiden name, Ardis Steele.

#ﬂ~“‘“ 3. That your oratrix may have such other and further
relief as the nature of her cause may require.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOR, to grant unto your oratrix the order of
publication, giving notice to the absent defendant, Prank J. Gordon
of the object and substance of this Bill of Complaint naming him
to be and appear in this court at some certain day to be named

herein, to answer the premises and abide by and perform such decreed




as may be passed herein.

And as in duty, etec.

Yeudedl.

‘Ftorney for Plaintiff.
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604 Phoenix Building.

l Thurgood Marshall, Solicitor,

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF BALTI-

| MORE CITY — (B — 730 —1934) — Ardis

Steele Gordon vs. Frank J. Gordon.
ORDER OF PUBLICATION.

The object of this suit is to procure a
divorce a vinculo matrimonii by the plain-
gﬂ.’, Ardis S. Gordon, from the defendant,

rank J. Gordon, -

The bill recites the marriage on June 4,
1931, in Galipolis, Ohio, by a Justice of
the Peace; although the conduct of the
gﬁaintﬂf towards the defendant has always

en affectionate and above reproach, the
defendant, without just cause or provoca-
tion abandoned and deserted the plaintiff
about October 15, 1931; said abandonment
and desertion has been continuous and
uninterrupted for more than three years,
was deliberate act of the defendant;
there is no hope of reconciliation; there
are no childrpn; plaintiff is a resident of
P}altﬁgor?a&iy and tlllxas l;‘een a rewsidleni
o ryland | more than two years las
past; gefen ant is a non-resfdent and
when last heard of was in Alabama.

It is thereupon, ordered this 21st day of
December, 1934, by the Circuit Court of
Baltimore City, that the plaintiff, by caus-
ing a copy ‘of this order to be inserted in
some daily newspaper published in this
City, once a week for four successive weeks,
on or before the 21st day of January, 1935,
give notice to said absent defendant of the
object and substance of this bill and nam-
|ing him to be and appear in this Court, in
‘penson or by solicitor, on or before the
5th day of February, 1935, to show cause,
'if any he may have, why a decree should
not be passed as prayed.

ROWLAND K. ADAMS.
True Copy—Test:

CHAS. R. WHITE’FOng,

rd£2,29,ja5,12 erk.

We

DAILY RECORD, a daily news-

in each of

before the

1935
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