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July 1, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Martin O’Malley  
Governor 
State House 
1 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
Dear Governor O’Malley: 
 
 On behalf of the Post Mortem Examiners’ Commission and the employees of the 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) of the State of Maryland I am pleased to 
present for your information the 68th Annual Report analyzing the death investigations 
carried out by this Office in 2006.  
 
 In carrying out its duties under Health-General §5-309, the OCME investigated 
9672 cases.  6148 of these cases were determined to be within the jurisdiction of the 
OCME.  There were 4323 autopsies performed to allow an accurate cause of death to be 
determined. 
 
 Homicides in Maryland decreased to 584 in 2006 compared to 595 in 2005.  
Firearm homicides decreased from 443 deaths in 2005 to 442 in 2006.  Suicides increased 
to 500 in 2006 from 487 in 2005.   
 
 In this report we included information regarding the involvement of alcohol and 
drugs in homicides, suicides, transportation accidents, and drownings as well as data 
regarding illicit drugs used in fatal drug intoxications.   
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 The information developed in this report is being shared with various programs at 
the local, state and federal levels.  This office provides assistance not only on a short or 
occasional basis, but also participates in ongoing projects as well.  A few of the many 
requests for data and statistics were received from:  The Maryland State Medical Society 
Maternal and Child Health Committee, Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences Environmental and Occupational Health Division, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Hygiene and Public Health – Department of Epidemiology and School of 
Nursing, Center for Substance Abuse Research (CESAR), Child Fatality Review Board, 
Maryland Department of Transportation, Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and 
Regulation, Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Capital Gazette, Homeland News, The Baltimore 
Sun for Anne Arundel County, Office of Public Health Anne Arundel County, Harford 
County Department of Community Services, Harford County Sheriff’s Office, Maryland 
State Police, Health Quest, Harborview Medical Center, Worchester County Health 
Department, The Carroll County Public School System, Maryland Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene, National Drug Intelligence Center, Washington Post Newspaper, 
Baltimore Sun Newspaper, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Baltimore City Health 
Department, Department of Justice, Consumer Product Safety Commission, and the 
University of Maryland National Study Center.   
 
        Respectfully submitted, 

         
        David R. Fowler, M.D. 
        Chief Medical Examiner 
 
DRF/skw 
 
 





Cases Reported to OCME - 2006
Action Taken
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Sudden Infant Death Syndrome
2006
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Sudden Unexplained Death In Infancy 
2006
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