MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (MDA)

10.025   ANIMAL DISEASE MONITORING (USDA, APHIS)  

Program Description:  Disease Monitoring: Brucellosis Lab/Clerical Agreement grant provides funding to assist the Animal Health Program in providing clerical and laboratory services to detect and monitor animal diseases.  Diseases include tuberculosis, brucellosis, and pseudo-rabies.  Disease Monitoring:  MDA receives grants from USDA for monitoring and to assist in field and laboratory requirements for a variety of animal health conditions.  These grants vary from year to year but are basically for both livestock and avian diseases.  Examples include avian influenza, Johns Disease, Exotic Newcastle disease, scapies, Foot and Mouth, etc.  Foreign Diseases, Emergency Management:  The Department also obtains grants for Homeland Security and Foreign Animal Disease Surveillance which provide funding to augment agency activities detecting the introduction of foreign diseases, which may be the result of bio-terrorism activities.  These include diseases or agents such as Mad Cow Disease, Foot and Mouth, anthrax, etc.  
Plant Protection: The Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey Agreement provides funds for the Plant Protection Program to survey, detect, and control a variety of agricultural pests which impact production agriculture, or other natural resources. Examples are plum pox, fire ant, pine shoot beetle, ralstonia, and emerald ash borer.  
 Formula Description:  Disease Monitoring: MDA provides information and laboratory tests, and applies to USDA for funds to support one MDA State position.  Livestock Disease: The proposal details staffing and support requirements to perform tasks under the MOU between MDA and USDA.   Plant Protection: MDA prepares an annual proposal for certain levels of staffing, field and laboratory support, based on known pests.  Grants are routinely amended to respond to new pest outbreaks.  However, for FY07, the emergence of Emerald Ash Borer in PG County resulted in several subsequent grants to take steps to “eradicate” this significant invasive pest.  The Homeland Security-Foreign Animal Disease Surveillance/Intro Foreign Diseases Grant:  Funding request details staffing, support and equipment needed to perform additional field and laboratory surveillance and emergency response activities.

FY09 (exp)      


FY10 (approp)


FY11 (est)
$     425,624    


$     547,522    


 $   361,214 (Disease Monitoring)    

$ 1,250,624    

    
$1,174,630    
 

 $ 935,641   (Plant  Protection)

$               0    


$     51,598


 $      0          (HS/Animal Disease Surveil.)                                 

Program Supported / Population Served:
Disease Monitoring / 15,000 statewide

Plant Protection / statewide

HS/Animal Disease Surveillance / statewide
10.051   SPECIALTY CROP PROGRAM, FARM SERVICE AGENCY & 


COMMODITY CROP CORP (USDA)

Program Description:  Enhances the marketing and development of “specialty crops” produced in Maryland. Commodities are specified in the grant.  Funds may not be used to market traditional agricultural commodities.  MDA awarded grants to a variety of organizations producing, marketing, distributing or otherwise assisting these unique producers.

Formula Description:  Originally from a one-time allocation of $1.4 million in the 2000 Farm Bill. Expenditures are spread over three years.  MDA is expecting a new federal authorization for state FY09 and FY10 based on new program emphasis at the federal level.

FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 


FY11 (est)
$   174,338 


$300,000      


 $ 510,578
Program Supported / Population Served:
Marketing and Agricultural Development / 3,000 statewide
10.151&10.950
NATL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE (USDA) SPECIALTY CROP -CROP PROGRAM – INDIRECT COSTS  
Program Description:  MDA charges an “indirect cost” on most federal funding agreements, based on the USDA approved rate.  Revenues from those assessments are budgeted to offset basic costs of agency administrative services.

Funding Description:  Net program grant revenues are budgeted under the appropriate programs shown below. Some grant proposals are not assessed the indirect cost assessment due to the details of how the grant is administered by MDA.  

FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 


FY11 (est)
$ 452,130       

 
$ 318,689                

$ 349,208
Program Supported / Population Served:
Central services and fiscal services / statewide

10.163   CHEMICAL DATA PROGRAM (USDA- Ag Marketing Service)

Program Description:  Funds are provided to have the State Chemist collect specific data to be used for policy making, regulatory and education purposes, and to communicate to the general public and producers.  

Formula Description:  The Pesticide Data program collects comprehensive data on pesticides in food and the Microbiological Data Program collects data on pathogen and indicator organisms in food.  Samples are collected “in the field” and then analyzed in the laboratory.

FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 


FY11 (est)
$159,426


$ 153,091      


 $ 139,601
Program Supported / Population Served:
State Chemist  / statewide

10.450a TECHNICAL AGRICULTURAL ASSISTANCE (USDA, AMS)    

Program Description:  The Organic Fee Cost Share Program requires farmers wishing to market their products as “organic” to meet national organic standards.  Certification requires a fee, paid by the organic farmer to USDA.  This is a new and expensive process for most small niche organic producers. The federal government grants back to MDA a portion of the certification fee, and MDA reimburses the farmers.

Formula Description:  MDA determines the number of farmers it expects to certify, and requests funds based on the percentage of reimbursement authorized by USDA.

FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 


FY11 (est)
$ 11,400



$ 65,835       


 $ 65,176
Program Supported / Population Served:
Grading services / 500 statewide

10.458  CROP INSURANCE, RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY (USDA)

Program Description:  Increases farmer awareness of potential benefits of crop insurance and risk management for certain eligible commodities.  MDA provides educational and instructional services through publications, seminars, and training.

Formula Description:  Annual work plan to USDA details performance in the previous crop cycle and estimates need for specific types of continuing education.

FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 


FY11 (est)
$ 221,493 


$ 318,686   


$ 290,223
Program Supported / Population Served:
Marketing and agricultural development / 4,000 statewide

10.475a
AGRICULTURAL MARKET NEWS SERVICE (USDA)   

Program Description:  The Cooperative Agreement with States for Inspection, Grading and Standards provides for MDA to cooperate with the Market News Service, providing information concerning prices and grading services for fresh fruits, vegetables, grain, feed and livestock.

Formula Description:  Cooperative agreement, based on an annual plan approved by USDA for services each cooperator provides, including office space, clerical support.
FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp)
   

FY11 (est)
$  0
 


$ 4,690 
  


$4,668
Program Supported / Population Served:
Grading services / statewide
10.475b ANIMAL HEALTH & FOOD QUALITY ASSURANCE 

PROGRAM

Program Description:  The Food Quality Assurance Program and MDA’s Animal Health Section cooperate with the USDA to provide meat inspection to certain Maryland establishments.

Formula Description:  The proposal details expected expenditures for state meat inspectors and the federal agency reimburses MDA for expenses at a specified hourly rate.  The USDA charges the state a management fee for supervision of the program.

FY09 (exp)


FY10 (approp) 


FY11 (est)
$ 102,762 


$ 76,557 


$ 164,032
Program Supported / Population Served:
Animal Health and Food Quality Assurance / statewide

10.572   FOOD & NUTRITIONAL SERVICES – WIC (USDA)

Program Description:  The Farmers Market Nutrition Program, working with the Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) provides funds for WIC eligible families to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables from designated Maryland farmers markets.  This benefit improves the overall nutrition of these families and creates a direct market outlet for local farmers.

Formula Description:  MDA, in cooperation with DHMH, applies to USDA for funding based on the number of eligible families estimated to participate in the program.  
FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 

 
  FY11 (est)
$ 431,032 


$356,000                
   
$ 598,999
Program Supported / Population Served:
Marketing and agricultural development / 50,000 statewide

10.576   FOOD & NUTRITIONAL SERVICES - SENIORS (USDA)

Program Description:  The Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program provides funds for seniors to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables from designated Maryland farmers markets.  The goal is to improve the overall nutrition of these senior citizens, and create a direct market outlet for local farmers.

Formula Description:  MDA applies to USDA for funding based on the number of eligible seniors estimated to participate in the program.  The program is 100% federally funded, excluding associated administrative costs, which are funded by the state.

FY09 (exp)


FY10 (approp) 


  FY11 (est)
$ 324,622


$ 225,000


  $ 199,055
Program Supported / Population Served:
Marketing and Agricultural Development / statewide

10.645   FARM SERVICES AGENCY - MEDIATION (USDA)

Program Description:  The Farm Services Agency, Farm and Agricultural Mediation Program provides funding to conduct the Maryland Agricultural Mediation Program. This program provides mediation and related services to willing agricultural producers, federal agencies, state agencies, and local government agencies, with citizens who have conflicts related to agriculture.

Formula Description:  MDA outlines the number of possible mediation events, including costs for a coordinator, and consulting and legal services. The grant requires a 25% match.

FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 


   FY11 (est)
$ 42,620



$ 102,000


   $ 122,563
Program Supported / Population Served:
Marketing and Agricultural Development / statewide
10.664
COOPERATIVE FORESTRY ASSISTANCE (USDA, FOREST 

SERVICE)

Program Description:  The Insect and Disease Suppression Program Grant assists the Forest Pest Management Program in controlling insects impacting state forests. The primary insect controlled is the gypsy moth, which defoliates hardwood trees, increasing their level of disease and mortality.

Formula Description:  Based on state (25%), local (25%), and federal (50%) funding, to detect and spray for gypsy moth infestations.  USDA projects significant reductions in actual allotments to Maryland in 2010.
FY09 (exp) 
  

FY10 (approp)

 
 FY11 (est)
$ 636,354 


$ 108,876


 $ 93,935
Program Supported / Population Served:
Forest Pest Management / statewide

10.912
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (USDA, NRCS)

Program Description:  This program provides funding for staff and technical assistance for the MDA and its network of 24 Soil Conservation Districts to assist in developing and implementing best management practices on farms to reduce soil erosion and improve water quality.

Formula Description: Grants provide assistance for farmers “in the field” with soil and water conservation planning.  These plans are used to help Maryland meet state and federal goals for resource conservation.  The staff and technical assistance grant provides funds for additional staff in the field and for funds to install BMP practices in the field.  The demonstration grants are three year projects to improve dairy herd nutrition and for intensive grazing management practices. The grant requires various levels of state matching funds.

FY09 (exp)    

 
FY10 (approp)     

FY11 (est)
$  193,168      

 
$ 197,235 


$ 205,221  (staff, tech assistance)

$ 314,697   


$ 223,000


$ 35,000 (demonstration grants)
Program Supported / Population Served:
Resource Conservation Soil and Water Planning / statewide

10.913   FARM & RANCH LANDS PROTECTION PROGRAM (FRPP)

Program Description:  Provides matching funds to purchase development rights from private agricultural landowners who voluntarily choose to participate.  Prevents farmland from being converted to non-agricultural uses and addresses national concerns about the loss of productive farmland to sprawl development.  The program was originally authorized as part of the 1996 Farm Bill. The FRPP is administered by USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service.

Formula Description:  Maryland received $689,400 in 2001 FRPP funds out of a total of $15.4 million requested, and $2,545,400 in 2002 of $18.8 million requested.  In 2003, Maryland received an increase to $4.9 million of its more than $30 million request in 2003.   The FRPP spending for 2004 was $4 million, and FY05 was $4.5 million.  The FY06 allocation of over $6 million was the largest in the nation.  However, recent changes in federal requirements and administration, has made the use of federal funds nearly impossible for use by the Maryland and other state programs.   Maryland is working with Congress and USDA to develop new program direction so funds can be more effectively utilized.  The program requires a 50% state match.

FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 


FY11 (est)
$ 7,494,466


$2,000,000
        

$ 2,000,000

Program Supported / Population Served:
Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation / statewide

10.950  NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE (USDA)

Program Description:  The Maryland Agricultural Statistics Service is a multi-funded state program that is also part of USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service.  Provides agricultural statistical data to USDA, Maryland, and a variety of other organizations as part of the national statistical collection system.  Funds support data collection surveys.

Formula Description:  Funding is based on estimates from local offices.

FY09 (exp) 


FY10 (approp) 


FY11 (est)
$ 14,258 


$ 10,500



$ 16,000

Program Supported / Population Served:
MD Agricultural Statistics Service / statewide

66.605  PERFORMANCE PARTNERSHIP GRANT (EPA)
Program Description:  The Consolidated Pesticide Compliance Monitoring Agreement provides funding to monitor and implement Federal laws and regulations concerning the sale and use of pesticides.  The proposal details staffing and support needs, related to implementation of the work plan for Maryland.  Funds also support inspections, sampling and administration.
Formula Description:  The grant requires a 50% state match.

FY09 (exp) 
    

FY10 (approp)        

FY11 (est)
$ 339,283 
   
 
$ 399,384
    
    
 $289,505
Program Supported / Population Served:
Pesticide regulation / statewide
