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2009 Return on State Assessments to the Commission 

*Indirect Benefits include travel and per diem for 6 people from each state to participate 
in Commission meetings.  Please note that this figure does not include the collective 
benefits derived from the work of the FMP Coordinators and Science Specialists.

Indirect Benefits ACFCMA & IJF Funding 
to the States

State Assessments
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Report to Our Stakeholders

JOHN V. O’SHEA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Report from the Chair

GEORGE D. LAPOINTE
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Stock Status 
Overview
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Species Highlights

AMERICAN EEL
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American Eel Recreational and Commercial Harvest
Source: Personal communication NMFS Fisheries Statistics Division, 

 Silver Spring, MD, 2009
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AMERICAN LOBSTER
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Estimated Abundance of American Lobster (>78mm)
in the Gulf of Maine 

 Source: ASMFC American Lobster Stock Assessment, 2009
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Estimated Abundance of American Lobster (>78mm)
in Georges Bank

Source: ASMFC American Lobster Stock Assessment, 2009 
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Estimated Abundance of American Lobster (>78mm)
in Southern New England

Source: ASMFC American Lobster Stock Assessment, 2009 
 

Timeline of Management Actions: Amendment 3 (1997); Addendum I (1999); Addendum II (2001);  
Addendum III (2002); Addendum IV (2003); Addendum V (2004); Addenda VI & VII (2005);  
Addenda VIII & IX (2006); Addenda X & XL (2007); Addendum XIII (2008);  Addenda XII, XIV & XV (2009)  
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ATLANTIC CROAKER

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

0.0 

0.5 

1.0 

1.5 

2.0 

2.5 

3.0 

3.5 

So
u

th
 A

tlan
tic Lan

d
in

g
s  

(m
illio

n
s o

f p
o

u
n

d
s) 

M
id

-A
tl

an
ti

c 
La

n
d

in
g

s 
 

(m
ill

io
n

s 
o

f p
o

u
n

d
s)

 

Mid-Atlantic Commercial

Mid-Atlantic Recreational
South Atlantic Commercial
South Atlantic Recreational

Commercial and Recreational Landings of Atlantic Croaker by Region
Sources: 2009 State Compliance Reports; ACCSP, 2009; Personal communication 

NMFS Fisheries Statistics Division, Silver Spring, MD, 2009

FMP (’87)

Amendment 1 (’05)
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ATLANTIC HERRING

ATLANTIC MENHADEN

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

96
7

1 96
9

1 97
1

1 97
3

1 97
5

1 97
7

1 97
9

1 98
1

1 98
3

1 98
5

1 98
7

1 98
9

1 99
1

1 99
3

1 99
5

1 99
7

1 99
9

1 00
1

2 00
3

2 00
5

2 00
7

2

Atlantic Herring Biomass (Age 2+)
Source: Transboundary Resource Assessment Committee, 2009

Biomass (Age 2+)

Biomass Target

Biomass Threshold

FMP (’93)

Amendment 1(’99)

Amendment 2 (’06)

A
g

e 
2+

B
io

m
as

s 
(b

ill
io

n
s 

o
f p

o
u

n
d

s)



 AT L A N T I C  S TAT E S  M A R I N E  F I S H E R I E S  C O M M I S S I O N  2 0 0 9  A N N UA L  R E P O R T  1 7  



 18  2 0 0 9  A N N UA L  R E P O R T  AT L A N T I C  S TAT E S  M A R I N E  F I S H E R I E S  C O M M I S S I O N

ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS
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Atlantic Striped Bass Female Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB)
Source: ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Stock Assessment Update, 2009

SSB

SSB Target

SSB Threshold

Timeline of Management Actions: Amendments 1 & 2 (1984); Amendment 3 (1985); 
Amendment 4 (1990); Amendment 5 (1995); Amendment 6 (2003)
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ATLANTIC STURGEON
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Source: NC Division of Marine Fisheries, 2009
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Fishery-independent Catch Rates of Sub-adult Atlantic Sturgeon 
Taken in the Delaware River Tag-Recapture Program

Source: DE Fish & Wildlife Division, 2009

 

Amendment 1 (’98)

Amendment 1 (’98)  
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BLACK SEA BASS
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Timeline of Management Actions: FMP (1996); Amendment 10 (1997); Amendment 11 (1998);
Amendment 12 (1999); Amendment 13 (2003)

Black Sea Bass Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB)
Source: NEFSC Black Sea Bass Assessment Update, 2009
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BLUEFISH

COASTAL SHARKS
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Estimated Bluefish Biomass
Source: ASMFC Bluefish Stock Assessemnt Subcommittee, 2009
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Amendment 1 ('98) 
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TABLE 2. STOCK STATUS OF ATLANTIC COASTAL  
SHARKS SPECIES AND SPECIES GROUPS

SPECIES OR 
COMPLEX NAME 

STOCK STATUS

REFERENCES/COMMENTS
OVERFISHED OVERFISHING 

IS OCCURRING

TABLE 1. ATLANTIC COASTAL SHARK SPECIES 
LISTED BY SPECIES GROUP

SPECIES 
GROUPS SPECIES CONTAINED WITHIN GROUP
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HORSESHOE CRAB
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NORTHERN SHRIMP
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Gulf of Maine Northern Shrimp Total Stock Biomass
Source: ASMFC Northern Shrimp Technical Committee, 2009
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Amendment 1 ('04)

Interstate FMP ('86)
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Trends in Abundance and Exploitation for the Southern Stock
Component of Red Drum, Ages 1 - 3

Source: SEDAR 18 Atlantic Red Drum Stock Assessment Report, 2009 

Estimates of Abundance and Exploitation for the 
Northern Stock Component of Red Drum, Ages 1 - 3

Source: SEDAR 18 Atlantic Red Drum Stock Assessment Report, 2009 

 

Abundance, Ages 1-3 Exploitation, Ages 1-3 

Abundance, Ages 1-3 Exploitation, Ages 1-3 

0.00

0.10

0.20

0.30

0.40

0.50

0.60

0.70

0.80

0.90

0 

200 

400 

600 

800 

1,000 

1,200 

1,400 

Timeline of Management Actions: FMP (1984); Amendment 1 (1991); Amendment 2 (2002)  

Exploitation Rate

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

A
bu

nd
an

ce
 (t

ho
us

an
ds

 o
f fi

sh
)

Exploitation Rate

 



 26  2 0 0 9  A N N UA L  R E P O R T  AT L A N T I C  S TAT E S  M A R I N E  F I S H E R I E S  C O M M I S S I O N

SCUP

Timeline of Management Actions:  Amendment 8 (1996); Amendment 10 (1997);  
Amendment 11 (1998);  Amendment 12 (1999); Amendment 13 (2003); Amendment 14 (2007) 
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Scup Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB) and Recruitment 
Source: NEFSC Data Poor Stocks Working Group, 2009
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SSB Target 

Recruits (age 0) 
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SHAD & RIVER HERRING

American Shad
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American Shad & River Herring Commercial Landings
Source: Personal communication NMFS Fisheries Statistics Division, 

Silver Spring, MD, 2009 

River Herring 

American Shad 

Amendment 1 (’99) 
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River Herring
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SPANISH MACKEREL
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Spanish Mackerel Commercial Harvest and Recreational 
Catch (Harvest and Alive Releases)

 Source: Personal communication NMFS Fisheries Statistics Division,
Silver Spring, MD, 2009 
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SPINY DOGFISH

Timeline of Management Actions: Emergency Action (2000); FMP (2003); Addendum I (2005);  
Addendum II (2008) 
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Spiny Dogfish Female Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB) (>=80 cm)
Source: NEFSC Spiny Dogfish Stock Assessment Update, 2009

Female SSB 
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Threshold 
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Spot Commercial Landings and Recreational
Catch (Harvest & Live Releases)

Source: Personal communication NMFS Fisheries Statistics Division, 
Silver Spring, MD, 2009
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SPOTTED SEATROUT
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Spotted Seatrout Commercial Harvest and Recreational
Catch (Harvest & Live Releases) 

Source: Personal communication NMFS Fisheries Statistics Division, 
Silver Spring, MD, 2009 
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SUMMER FLOUNDER
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Summer Flounder Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB)
Source: NMFS NEFSC Stock Assessment Summary, 2009
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Timeline of Management Actions: FMP (1988); Amendment 1 (1991); Amendments 2-5 (1993);  
Amendment 6 (1994); Amendment 7 (1995); Amendment 8 & 9 (1996); Amendment 10 (1997);  
Amendment 11 (1998); Amendment 12 (1999); Amendment 13 (2003) 
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WEAKFISH

Tautog Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB)
Source: ASMFC Tautog Stock Assessment Report, 2006
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Timeline of Management Actions: FMP (1996); Addendum I (1997); Addendum II (1999); 
Addendum III (2002); Addenda IV & V (2007) 
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WINTER FLOUNDER
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Estimates of January 1 Weakfish Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB), 
and Fishing and Natural Mortality Rates

Source: ASMFC Weakfish Technical Committee, 2009
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Winter Flounder, GOM Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB)
Source: NEFSC Groundfish Assessment Review, 2008
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Winter Flounder, SNE/MA Spawning Stock Biomass (SSB)
Source: NEFSC Groundfish Assessment Review, 2008
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FISHERIES-INDEPENDENT  
DATA COLLECTION

SEAMAP NEAMAP

Supporting Fisheries Management 
Through Science
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RESEARCH INITIATIVES

American Lobster
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Northern Shrimp

Red Drum

Fish Aging
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COOPERATIVE TAGGING

MULTISPECIES MODELS AND ASSESSMENTS

STOCK ASSESSMENT PEER REVIEW
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STOCK ASSESSMENT TRAINING

HABITAT PROTECTION, RESTORATION,  
AND ENHANCEMENT
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Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership
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