The Baltimore Harbor Tunnel

A Toll Facility Of The Maryland Transportation Authority

W hen the Baltimore Harbor Tunnel (Interstate 895) opened to
traffic on Nov. 29, 1957, it was an event of national impor-
tance. The new tunnel was heralded widely as breaking the
“Baltimore Bottleneck” for the first time ever. For years, traffic had
crawled through Baltimore's narrow streets, then the only direct route
between Philadel phia and the South.

Thetraffic situation peaked inthemid-1940s,
when afederd officia referred to Batimoreas*®the
worst city inthe United States, asfar as| know, on
thematter of taking

At thetime, thetunnel was considered an engi-
neeringmarvel. Each of thetunnel’s21 twin-tube
sectionsis 300 feet long (the size of afootball fiel d)
andwasbuiltinship-

careof itsthrough-
traffic.”

Theneedto
break thisbottleneck
was apparent, and
Maryland'sState
Roads Commission -
- predecessor of the
Maryland Transpor-
tationAuthority --
initiated plansunder
Maryland' sPrimary
Bridge Program.
The program, which was developed and approvedin
1937, caled for crossingsof the Potomac,
Susquehannaand Patapsco riversand the Chesa-
peake Bay.

After adebate about the planned crossing’s
location, the State Roads Commission decided ona
Canton-Fairfield crossing asthe best solution to
addressthe City and State’' slocal - and through-traffic
needs. Officialsselected atunndl, rather thana
bridge, to carry thetraffic after expertswere
convinced that the costs of atwin-tubetunnel
could be supported by thetoll revenuesit
would generate. Constructionbeganin
January 1955.

yardsand launched like
aship. Tugsthentowed
thesectionstothe
congructionsite. The
tunnd wasbuilt usngthe
open-trench method --
prefabricated sections
weresunk inatrench
dredged inthe Bal-
timore Harbor’sbottom,
andthe sectionswere
joined under water.

Anintegral part of
thetunnel isitsventilation system -- themeansfor
removing the exhaust fumes of thousandsof vehicles
daily and congtantly replenishing thetunnd withfresh
ar.

The systemincludesoneventilation shaft and
building over each end of thetunnel. Freshairis
supplied through aduct under the tunnel roadway and
distributed through air flues. Thesefluesarelocated
just abovetheroadway on each side of thetunnel.

Airinthetunnel tubeisdrawn off intoa
duct abovethetunne cellingandthendis-
persed into the atmosphere. Thetwo ventila-
tion buildingshousegigantic fansthat supply
freshair and remove staleair. Carbon-




Background

(continued)

Approximately 25.9-million
vehicles traveled through
the tunnel during Fiscal
Year 2004.

About the

Authority

Fort McHenry Tunnel (1-95)

Harry W. Nice Memorial
Bridge (US 301)

Francis Scott Key Bridge
(1-695)

Baltimore Harbor Tunnel
(1-895)

Thomas J. Hatem Memorial
Bridge (US 40)

John F. Kennedy Memorial
Highway (1-95)

William Preston Lane Jr.
Memorial (Bay) Bridge
(US 50/301)

monoxidelevelsin each tubeare monitored around the clock.

Thetunnel wasaninstant success. It diminated 51 traffic signalsfor
through-traffic in downtown Baltimore, provided across-harbor routefor
local commutersand diverted up to 40 percent of commercia-vehicle
trafficfromlocal streets.

Today, the Baltimore Harbor Tunnel handlesmorethan 25.9-million
vehiclesannually. Alongwiththe Fort McHenry Tunnel (Interstate 95)
and the Francis Scott Key Bridge (Interstate 695), the Harbor Tunnel is
part of anetwork of Baltimore Harbor crossingsthat providesconve-
nient and safetransportation for local andinterdtatetraffic.

he Maryland Transportation Authority isagroup of six citizens

appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the State
Senate. Representing Maryland' sdiverse population and geographic
regions, thisgroup servesasour policy-setting, decis on-making and
governing body. Maryland's Secretary of Transportation servesasthe
Authority’sChairman.

Each Member servesathree-year term, with two of theMembers
termsexpiring each year. Membersareeigiblefor regppointment to the
Authority.

Daily operationsof thesevenfacilitiesare carried out by the
Authority’s 1,500 employees. Overal management of Authority opera-
tionsishandled by the agency’ s Executive Secretary.

The TrangportationAuthority overseesthe State' sseventoll facilities
and theMaryland Transportation Authority Police. Theagency has
statutory authority to act on behaf of the Maryland Department of
Trangportation to supervise, finance, construct, operateand maintain
trangportationfacilities.

Maryland'stoll facilitieswerefinanced and constructed through
revenuebonds. Theoutstanding principal and interest dueeachyearis
paid fromtoll revenues. Toll revenuesarethe primary source of funds.
TheAuthority’stoll receiptsare pooled, and revenuesfromall seven
facilitiesare combined to pay for operating, maintaining and making
capita improvementsto thesefacilities.



A Commitment to Safety

TheMaryland Transportation Authority Policeisanationaly acredited
forcewith morethan 500 sworn and civilian employees. Speciaized K-
9, motorcycle, dl-terraine-vehicle, marineand anti-aggressive-driving
unitshelp provide maximum safety and security at Authority facilities, the
Baltimore/Washington International Airport and the Port of Baltimore. To
maintainthehighest level of professionalismand ethics, Transportation
Authority Policeofficersremaintrueto their mission of safeguarding life
and property, preserving peace, preventing and detecting crime, enforcing
thelaw and protecting therightsof citizens.

Theforcehasreceived loca and national recognition for itsroad-
way-safety efforts, which include chil d-passenger-safety awareness
programs, anti-aggress ve-driving initiativesand sobriety checkpoints.
These efforts have been successful dueto the continued teamwork among
Authority Policeand Operationspersonnel.

Thissameteamwork drivestheAuthority’s Traffic Safety Commit-
tee, headed by the Chief of Police, Director of Engineering and Director
of Operations. Thecommittee provides|eadership of Authority effortsto
help ensure saferoadwaysfor Maryland’scitizensand visitors. Onesuch
effort isthe courtesy-patrol and vehicle-recovery program, whichen-
hances safety and servicefor motoristswhilereducing the effect of
disabled-vehicle-related congestion onAuthority facilities,

E-ZPasssM Maryland

TheMaryland Transportation Authority isamember of the E-ZPass
InterAgency Group (IAG), which continuesto develop aseamless

€l ectronic-toll-collection system throughout the northeastern United
States. E-ZPass Maryland has grown to include morethan 250,000
activetranspondersand hasreduced significantly typical, peak-hour
congestion at Maryland toll plazas. Morethan 11-million E-ZPass
customersfrom | AG agenciesthroughout the Northeast can pay tolls
electronically in Maryland. Asmore motoristsuse E-ZPass, convenience
will increase; traffic congestion inand around toll-plazaareaswill de-
crease; and engine-idling timewill bereduced, resultinginreduced vehicle
emissions. For additiona information about the E-ZPassMaryland
program and itsstandard, commuter and businessplans, visit
WWW.ezpassmd.com.

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)
TheAuthority continuesto usel TStechnology toimprove safety and
reduce congestion through enhanced i ncident detection and response,
whileinforming motoristsof real-timeroadway andtravel conditionsand
aternativeroutes. TheAuthority isan active partner in the Coordinated
HighwaysAction Response Team (CHART). Through aseriesof vari-
able-message signsand highway-advisory-radio messages, the CHART
system advises motorists of traffic conditionsalong mgor routesand
suggestsaternativesto avoid delaysand congestion. Thisinformation, as
well asred-timetrafficimagesareavailableon CHART swebsiteat
www.chart.state.md.us.

Your Toll

Dollars At
Work

Fast Facts

Construction Dates
January 1955 - November 1957

Cost
$130million

Location

Interstate 895: 17 miles of four-
lanedivided highway, including 64
bridge structures; dual two-lane
tunnels 1.5-mileslong and 101
feet below the water surface

Toll Rates

Commuter discount withvalid
Maryland-issued E-ZPass: up to
80-percent savings per trip

2 axles: $2

3axles: $4

4 axles: $6

5axles: $8

6 axles: $10

Annual Traffic
25.9-millionvehicles



For more information about the

CO ntaCt Maryland Transportation Authority, please call the
Office of Media & Customer Relations at
YIS 410-537-1017, or, toll-free, at 1-866-713-1596.

E-mail: mdta@mdtransportationauthority.com, or visit us at
www.mdtransportationauthority.com

The Authority reminds its
customers to stay alert and
exercise caution when
traveling through workzones,
toll plazas and around police
vehicles.

Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr., Governor
Michadl S. Stedle, Lt. Governor

Robert L. Flanagan, Chairman

Trent M. Kittleman, Executive Secretary
Gary W. McLhinney, Chief, Maryland Transportation Authority Police
CurtisV. Esposito, Director of Operations

Maryland Transportation Authority

2310 Broening Highway, Suite 150

BaltimoreMD 21224

410-537-1000 « TTY 410-355-7024 + 1-866-713-1596

David L. Roehmer, Facility Administrator
BatimoreHarbor Tunne

1200 Frankfurst Avenue

BatimoreMD 21226

410-537-1310 « 1-888-754-0185

The Maryland Transportation Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer and
fully complies with all provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
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