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Call To Order

Chairperson,  John Fowler, called the regular meeting of the Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors to order at 10:30 a.m.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the business meeting held on February 8, 2005 were approved as distributed.  The minutes of the executive session held on February 8, 2005 were approved with corrections.   Motion (I) was made by Commissioner Grewell and seconded by Commissioner Framm that the minutes of the business meeting be approved as distributed. This motion passed by a unanimous decision. Motion (II) was made by Commissioner Grewell and seconded by Commissioner Framm that the minutes of the executive session be approved with corrections. This motion passed by a unanimous decision. 

Communication in English

On behalf of the Office of the Secretary, Charles Kelly met with the Commission to discuss Business Regulation Article, Ann. Code of Md., § 2-110, which relates to communication in English.  He explained that he was compiling information for a report to be presented to the General Assembly with respect to the need for all of the Boards and Commissions within the Department to determine whether the license examination for their respective occupation or profession should continue in English only or be expanded and offered in other languages and/or dialects.  Pursuant to the statute, the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation may not require as a condition for a license an ability to communicate in English, except to the extent that a Board or Commission expressly determines that the ability is needed to engage in the business or occupation for which the license is sought.  The Commission discussed the matter and determined to affirm that the ability to communicate in English is necessary in order to engage in the profession and practice of real property appraising.  Motion (III) was made by Commissioner Framm, seconded by Commissioner Mosier and unanimously carried that the Commission expressly determined that the ability to communicate in English is needed in order to engage in the profession and practice of appraising.
Education/Application Real Estate Appraiser Committee Report  

Commissioner Framm reported that the Appraiser Education/Application Committee met on this date and reviewed 14 courses, and 14 courses were approved.   Motion (IV) was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Grewell and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the recommendations of the Real Estate Appraisers Education Committee.

Real Estate Appraiser Complaint Committee Report 

Commissioner Pirritano reported to the Commission that the Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting and reviewed many items of business, which had been placed before the Committee. The disposition of which was as follows:

Complaints 
-
37
cases were reviewed:




 6
cases were closed;




 2
cases were referred to Precharge Review;




 1
cases referred to OAH;



 1 
case was scheduled for informal hearings; 




27
cases were tabled, referred for investigation, or are 

currently being reviewed by investigators

The Complaint Committee met prior to the public meeting in Executive Session, pursuant to §10-508 (a)(7) of the State Government Article, to receive the advice of counsel regarding the above-mentioned matters.  Motion (V) was made by Commissioner Mosier and seconded by Commissioner Grewell that the Commission accept the report and recommendations of the Complaint Committee.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.

Final Action COMAR 09.19.08.01 Temporary Permits 
Administrator, Patricia Schott, reported that Notice of Proposed Action to amend Regulation .01 under COMAR 09.19.07 Fees was published in the December 27, 2004 edition of the Maryland Register.  She reported that no comments from the public were submitted and that an appropriate amount of time had elapsed since the publication of the proposed action to allow the Commission to take final action on the regulation.  Motion (VI) was made by Commissioner Pirritano and seconded by Commissioner Heyn that the Commission  take Final Action on the proposed regulation COMAR 09.19.08.01 as published in the Maryland Register.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.
Final Action COMAR 09.19.07.01 Fees
Administrator Schott reported that Notice of Proposed Action to amend Regulation .01 Fees was published in the December 27, 2004 Edition of the Maryland Register.  Ms. Schott reported that no public comments were received.  Motion (VII) was made by Commissioner Pirritano and seconded by Commissioner Brauning that the Commission take Final Action on the proposed regulation COMAR 09.19.07.01 as published in the Maryland Register.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.
Final Action COMAR 09.19.03.02  Acceptable Work Experience

Administrator Schott reported that Notice of Proposed Action to amend Regulation .02 under COMAR 09.19.03 Work Experience was published in the January 21, 2005 edition of the Maryland Register.  Ms. Schott reported that no public comments were received.  Motion (VIII) was made by Commissioner Pirritano and seconded by Commissioner Grewell that the Commission take Final Action on the proposed regulation COMAR 09.19.03.02 as published in the Maryland Register.  This motion passed by a unanimous decision.
Membership of Complaint Committee/Hearing Board

Assistant Attorney General, Sloane Fried Kinstler, advised the Commission to restructure the existing membership of the Complaint Committee and to establish a permanent Hearing Board to avoid potential conflicts in administrative proceedings.  She recommended that a restructured Complaint Committee be comprised of Commissioners Pirritano, McAdams, and Brauning.  She explained that the existing Complaint Committee is comprised of the only two certified general appraisers on the Commission and therefore does not afford the Appraiser Hearing Board the ability to seat a certified general appraiser, if one should be needed.  Ms. Kinstler explained that Business Regulation Article, Ann. Code of Md., § 16-210 requires that the appraiser member of the Hearing Board have a level of licensure or certification at least equivalent to the individual who is the subject of the disciplinary action.  Therefore, she recommended that the Hearing Board be comprised of Commissioners Lansey, Mills and Fowler.  The members agreed to the newly established panels.
PSI Examination

Commissioner Pirritano announced that he was selected by the Commission’s examination vendor, PSI Examination Services, to serve on an examination panel for the purpose of augmenting the existing examination that is administered to real estate appraisers.  He reported that the Appraisers Qualifications Board of the Appraisal Foundation  is in the process of developing new Uniform State Appraiser Examinations, which will be implemented concurrently with the effective date of the new education criteria, which is January 1, 2008.
Executive Session

Motion (IX) was made by Commissioner Brauning, seconded by Commissioner Pirritano, and unanimously carried that the member of the State Commission of Real Estate Appraisers and Home Inspectors go into executive session at ll:05 a.m., in the 2nd floor conference room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD  21202.  The purpose of the meeting was to receive advice of counsel.  The meeting was permitted to be closed pursuant to §10-508(7) of the State Government Article.

The Commission reconvened its regular meeting at 11:30 a.m.  Motion (X) was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Framm and unanimously carried that the Commission accept the decisions rendered in Executive Session. 

Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss Motion  (XI)  was made by Commissioner Grewell, seconded by Commissioner Mosier and unanimously carried that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at  11:30 a.m.

_____
 Approved without corrections                         

 _____
 Approved with corrections

_____________________________________________________             __________________


John Fowler, Chairperson






Date

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMISSION WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2005, AT 10:30 A.M. IN THE 2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM AT 500 N. CALVERT STREET, BALTIMORE, MD  21202.
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