STATE BOARD OF MASTER ELECTRICIANS
MINUTES

DATE:

March 22, 2005

TIME:

10:00 a.m.

PLACE:

500 N. Calvert Street




3rd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

PRESENT:

James Johnson, Chairman, Industry Member




Laurence Humble, Vice Chairman, Industry Member




Joseph Hirsch, Industry Member




Dudley Bostic, Consumer Member




Joseph Richards, Industry Member

ABSENT:

Angela Cornish, Industry Member




Maxine Wooleyhand, Consumer Member






Alton Drew, Consumer Member




Robert  Heilig, Industry Member

OTHERS

PRESENT:

Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General




Jessica Kaufman, Assistant Attorney General




Joseph Sliwka, Assistant Deputy Commissioner




Jack Lesho, Executive Director

CALL TO ORDER:

James Johnson, Chairman, called the regular meeting of the State Board of Master Electricians to order at 10:15 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the business meeting of the Board held February 22, 2005, were approved as written.  The minutes of the executive session held on February 22, 2005 were approved as distributed.  Motion (I) was made by Mr. Humble, seconded by Mr. Richards that the minutes of the business meeting be approved as written.

EXAMINATION REVIEW:  (Marina questions)

A test candidate requested that the Board review his license examination application as he received a failing grade.  The applicant challenged the five-part marina question.  The five-part question was to have been removed from the license examination in May 2004, 
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But for some reason, the testing administrator, PSI Testing Services, Inc., did not remove the question as the Board requested.  
Assistant Deputy Commissioner, Joseph Sliwka, addressed this matter stating that he spoke to the test candidate and to the Chief of Operations at PSI.  The marina question will be taken off of the test immediately.  No explanation was offered to the Board for PSI’s failure to remove the question immediately from the license examination in May 2004 or thereafter.
HARFORD COUNTY ELECTRIC BOARD (Complaint)
The Harford County Electrical Board has suspended a master electrician’s license for a Code violation as of March 2, 2005.  The individual is directed to appear before the Harford County Electrical Board on April 6, 2005, in reference to his suspension.  Failure to appear could result in the Harford County Electrical Board recommending revocation of his electrical license.

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Humble, seconded by Mr. Bostic to table this matter until the next scheduled meeting on April 26, 2005, after the Harford County Electrical Board has made a final decision on his local license.

STATISTICS:

Chairman Johnson reviewed with the Board members the statistics submitted by PSI for the month of February 2005 on the percentages of candidates taking the examination for the first time and repeat candidates.

Joseph Sliwka also advised the members that the bids are due in by April 5th 2005. Hopefully, a new contract will be awarded 60-90 days from that date.
Motion (III) was made by Mr. Humble, seconded by Mr. Bostic, and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the public meeting.

FORMAL HEARING:
An applicant was scheduled for a formal hearing in Case No. 02-ELEC-05 pertaining to the denial of his application for a conviction.  The hearing was scheduled for 10:30 a.m., in the 3rd floor conference room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Richards, seconded by Mr. Hirsch and unanimously carried by the Board of Master Electricians to go into Executive Session at 12:50 a.m., in the 3rd floor conference room, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202-3651.  
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This meeting was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 10-508 (a) (8).  The purpose of the session was to consult with Counsel concerning materials pertaining to applicants for licensure. They reconvened the public meeting at 2:00 p.m.

FORMAL HEARING:
A formal hearing was held for Case No. 02-Elec-05 for the denial of an individual’s license application as a result of a conviction.  After much discussion the Board determined to deny the applicant to take the master electrician’s examination based on his conviction.  

APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED BY PSI:

PSI submitted 7 applications for the master electrician’s examination for the Board’s review:

The Board determined to approve 3 applicants to take the State master electrician’s license application.

STEVEN TENN

JOSEPH ARMSTRONG

THOMAS FOUNTAIN

The Board determined to deny 2 applicants to take the State master electrician’s license examination. 

REVIEW OF FAILED APPLICANTS:
The Board reviewed a failed license examination candidate’s request, challenging a 5-point question on the license examination.  The Board determined that the question should have been removed from the examination as a result of the Board’s prior request to the testing administrator, PSI Testing Services.  The Board recalculated the examination score of the candidate based on 95% instead of 100%.  The candidate’s recalculated score increased to 69.4%, but it was still not sufficient to achieve a passing score and, accordingly, did not change the pass/fail result.  The Board has no authority to grant a license to an examination candidate who fails to achieve at least 70% on the license examination.  Business Occupations and Professions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, § 6-306(f).  

DENIED APPLICANT:

An applicant whose license was denied at the February 22, 2004 Board meeting has submitted additional information in reference to his experience.  After review of his 
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information the Board determined that the individual still does not meet the seven (7) year work experience requirement to take the examination.

Motion (V) was made by Mr. Bostic, seconded by Mr. Humble and unanimously carried by the Board to adopt the findings of the applicants stated above.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Hirsch, seconded by Mr. Richards and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 2:00 p.m.

James Johnson, Chairman                                                                    Date

_____Without Corrections

_____With Corrections

























