     The court documents received from the South Carolina Department of Archives & History are as follows:



Summons




For the Charleston Fire and Marine Insurance Company to appear 




to answer to the charges of by Oliver Simpson for payment of 




insurance policy claims and damages for Forty Thousand dollars.




Dated 4/2/1836.



Postea and Judgement of Case




Listing of the jurors and their decision for the plaintiff, Oliver 




Simpson, “…nonperformance of their promises …” and their 

award of “$18,985.00 with interest from 6/2/1835…” and court costs, totaling $21,796. Dated 6/10/1837 signed Charles Strohecker.



Satisfaction of Judgement




Simpson acknowledges “full satisfaction of Debt and Damages,




Costs and Charges”  Dated 6/10/1837.



Complaint by Plaintiff – Jacob Axson, attorney

This case is Simpson suing the insurance company for breach of contract for failure to pay $40,000 for his losses.  It appears Oliver Simpson may have purchased two separate $20,000 insurance policies, each with a premium of $100, against 38 slaves.  The complaint claims that the insurance company “…but contriving and fraudulently intending to deceive and defraud the said plaintiff…have heretofore refused and still do refuse to pay the sum or any part thereof…”

The argument further claims, repeatedly, that the “brig a vessel called the Enterprize with the said thirty eight negroes onboard thereof departed and set sail from Alexandria DC aforesaid on the said voyage to Charleston aforesaid…” “…said brig a vessel by violent and contrary winds and currents and stormy and tempestuous weather became and was leaky greatly broken and damaged…” “…it was expedient and necessary for the preservation of the said brig a vessel and of her cargo, for the said brig a vessel to sail and proceed to the nearest port…” “…aforesaid did put into the Harbour of Hamilton in the said Island of Bermuda and afterward and whilst the said brig a vessel continued in the said harbour on the _____ day of February in the year aforesaid, the said thirty eight negroes being then and there on board the said brig a vessel were then and there …against the will of the said Elliott Smith the master… were seized, arrested, restrained and detained by certain persons acting under the command and order and authority of a certain the Honorable Thomas Butterfield Esq….” “…under said writ of habeas corpus (and subjiciendum) were had that under the order and command of the chief justice the said thirty eight Negroes so being the proper goods and chattel of the plaintiff as aforesaid were then and there declared at liberty to remain on the said Island of Bermuda free and emancipated from slavery and from the condition of bondage with the plaintiff…”  

Oliver Simpson was suing the insurance company for failure to pay his claims of loss. To the best of my understanding this case involved two identical insurance policies for $20,000.  This theory is based on the total amount of the suit of $40,000, the question of why he would only insure 38 of a total 73 slaves, and several references in the complaint to “…certain other policy of insurance for the same voyage and upon the same subjects…”  

However, this is not certain as the complaint clearly indicates individual values for only the first 38 slaves on the manifest listed on the back of the policy, his total cargo was 73 slaves not 76 (or 78 including Davis’), and that the text of the argument repeatedly refers to a claim of $20,000, the totall of the values. 

The values range from $350 for the younger slaves, to an average of $750, and a value of $1,000 for the first name on the manifest. No other information as to the identity of the slaves was presented.  No mention was made of Neal or Davis.

I believe these documents do not represent the entire case, but only the plaintiff’s argument and the judgment.  The defendant’s arguments are not presented.  

The defendant’s documents may provide more information about the origination of Neal’s slaves.

