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On Monday I attended Rob’s presentation for the interns on using pictures to tell a story. Then I went to the court house library and copied Burnham’s excellent article, “Property, Parenthood, and Peonage: Reflections on the Return to Status Quo Antebellum,” 18 Cardozo Law Review 433 (1996) which discusses the Maryland apprenticeship situation, including the Turner case from pages 436-443. My one problem with the article is with the author’s use the term “the Supreme Court’s admonition” referring to Chief Justice Chase’s ruling in the Turner case. This is incorrect since Justice Chase (like Chief Justice Taney in the Merryman decision) was acting in his role as a circuit court judge when he made the Turner decision. This is an important distinction because Supreme Court decisions are the culmination of an appellate process with at least nine separate justices partaking in a decision after briefs and oral argument. The holdings in Supreme Court decisions are precedents which other courts must follow; a single supreme court justice’s decision may be persuasive to other judges, but it has no more precedential value than any other circuit court judge’s decision. That is why treating a single justice’s decision as a Supreme Court decision is a serious error.

       I also copied some Baltimore County Historical Society History Trails articles on “The Merryman Affair,” “Hayfield’s History,” and “Civil War Camps in Baltimore County, ” and copied Attorney General Edward Bates July 5, 1865 Opinion Letter to President Lincoln. Later at home I scanned the Burnham article, “the Merryman Affair,” and  “Attorney General Edward Bates’s Opinion Letter.”

     Finally, I began looking through newspaper articles dated around the time of Lincoln’s secret passage through Baltimore, around the riots of  April 18-19th, and around the Merryman decision in late May and early June 1861. I tried to copy some of the articles, but it didn’t work and no one was around to ask what I was doing wrong. So I expect to return to the newspaper copying the next time I work at the Archives.

