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On Friday, I spent the day in the Archives reading materials obtained with the help of Christine. This included reading most of the chapters of Mark Neely’s The Fate of Liberty: Abraham Lincoln and Civil Liberties, NY: Oxford U P, 1991, and I copied two of the chapters. I also read Norma B. Cuthbert’s Lincoln and the Baltimore Plot 1861, San Marino: Huntington Library (1949), which detailed the activities of radical secessionists in Maryland during the “excitement” of 1861, including those who allegedly planned the assassination of Lincoln, and those, such as Merryman, who destroyed railroad bridges and joined military units devoted to preventing Northern soldiers from passing through Maryland.
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        On Saturday, I scanned the following articles into the ecpclio.net:

Clark’s “Baltimore and the Attack on the Sixth Massachusetts Regiment, April 19, 1861,” LXI MD Historical Magazine 39 (1961); two articles on “Lincoln’s Action” and “Was Lincoln a Dictator” contained in the Congressional Quarterly Researcher;   a section on Maryland apprenticeship in Herbert Gutman’s The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, NY: Pantheon Books, 1976; Lewis’s “Ex Parte Merryman,” article in LVI MD Historical Magazine 384 (1961) which primarily consists of quotations from other sources without attribution, perhaps because the article began as a speech; and a charming tale edited by Frank Towers entitled “Military Waif: A Sidelight on the Baltimore Riot of 19 April 1861,” LXXXIX MD Historical Magazine 427 (1994), which gives a first person account of the April 19th Riot from the perspective of Ernest Wardwell, a Baltimore teenager who impulsively joined the 6th Massachusetts during the riot, and travelled with them to Washington D.C., staying with the regiment until its 3 month enlistment expired.

