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Habeas Corpus:  The Merryman Case

Through 2003/06/09:

Compiled Bibliography and Chronology
2003/05/09: Following meeting with Dr. Papenfuse, I learned about entering information into the www.ecpclio.net; entered chapter 4 of  Fuke’s book Imperfect Equality and its footnotes; read and copied Chapter 26 “Civil War and Military Rule” of Roger B. Taney by Carl Brent Swisher (New York: Macmillan, 1935); reviewed and copied Chapters 2 “Baltimore and the Secession Crisis of 1861,” 3 “The Occupation of Baltimore,” and 4 “The War Years” of Baltimore During the Civil War, including footnotes, by Scott Sumpter Sheads and Daniel Carroll Toomey (Balto:Toomey Press, 1997); read and copied Section 2 “The Crisis of Loyalty” of Maryland, A History 1632-1974 by Richard Walsh and William Lloyd Fox (Balto: MD Historical Society,1974).

I also read the final two chapters of John Pendleton Kennedy: Gentleman from Baltimore by Charles H. Bohner (Balto: Johns Hopkins U P, 1961); skimmed through Personal Reminiscences of a Maryland Soldier in the War Between the States by George Wilson Booth (Balto: Fleet, McGinley & Co., 1898); and skimmed through Recollections of a Maryland Confederate Soldier and Staff Officer under Johnston, Jackson and Lee by McHenry Howard (Balto: Williams & Wilkens, 1914). I doubt that the books by Bohner, Booth, or Howard will be of much use on this project, although I copied an Address in the Appendix  in which Howard states, “I happen to have some personal knowledge that after the collision in Baltimore of April 19 Southern leaders from across the Potomac sent messages that the Confederate forces were not sufficiently organized to come over into Maryland, that any rising in the State would precipitate aggressive action on the part of the South before it was ready, and that sympathizers in Maryland would best serve the cause by patience and quiet” (411). I think this is a good example of instructions and orders that Southern sympathizers such as John Merryman, Charles Ridgely, and Baltimore’s Police Marshal George P. Kane were receiving from Confederate authorities during the “time of the excitement” in April, 1861 when they claimed they were acting solely in the interests of protecting the State of Maryland from the Northern invaders. Now that I can enter information into ecpclio, I will attach some of the articles and grand jury notes showing that Merryman was acting at the order of Confederate authorities when he burned the bridges and destroyed the telegraph lines on April 23rd. 

