Chronology of Civil War Related-Events

Leading To and Influenced By Ex Parte Merryman

1860
11-6 Abraham Lincoln is elected president of the United States of America. 

12-20 South Carolina votes for secession, followed by Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas. The Southern Confederate States of American begin forming their own government in January, 1861.

12-22 In pursuance of a call published in the daily papers, a meeting is held in Baltimore City to “take some action in regard to the convening of the Legislature by the Governor.” (Scharf, Chronicles, 584).

1861

1-10 In answer to a call published in the newspapers for some days, the citizens of Baltimore, favorable to the perpetuation of the union of the States, meet together at the hall of the Maryland Institute (Scharf, Chronicles, 585).

1-15 A number of “states’ rights gentlemen” of Baltimore County gather in Towsontown to propose the formation of a cavalry company “for the defense of their homes and state.” The following week, the company is organized under the militia laws of the State of Maryland, and the name Baltimore County Horse Guard is adopted. A committee is appointed to petition the state for arms and the following are elected as officers: Charles Ridgley, captain; John Merryman, George Carmen & Richard Grason, lieutenants; George Merryman, Charles Cockey & Thomas Gatch, Sergeants; George Pearce, Harry Gilmor & Thomas Taylor, corporals (Constitution and Bylaws of the Baltimore County Horse Guard (Towsontown, 1861)). 

2-1 In response to a call published in the papers for “the citizens of Baltimore who are in favor of restoring the Constitutional Union of the States, and who desire the position of Maryland in the existing crisis to be ascertained by a convention of the people,” people assemble at the Maryland Institute hall (Scharf, Chronicles, 585).

2-9 Jefferson Davis is elected President of the Confederate States of America.

2-22 Lincoln “sneaks” through Baltimore on his way to Washington D.C. for his inauguration after being informed by Allan Pinkerton that there is a serious assassination threat during a planned stop in Baltimore. 

3-4 Lincoln is inaugurated as President of the United States, promising in his address to the nation that the Union will not be the first to start hostilities against his “dissatisfied countrymen.”

3-12 The State Conference Convention re-assembles in Baltimore, and on the following day, adjournes to await the action of Virginia. 

4-6 Lincoln informs governor of South Carolina that an effort will be made to re-supply Ft. Sumter.
4-11 Unaware of Lincoln’s intention to re-supply Fort Sumter, the Virginia state government rejects secession, believing that the negotiations taking place between Confederate States and Union authorities indicate that compromise or peaceful  co-existence is still possible. 
4-12 South Carolina military forces bombard Fort Sumter before the Union has the opportunity to re-supply its forces. At a late hour on the evening, a dispatch is received in Baltimore from Charleston, announcing the startling intelligence that the war has been inaugurated (Scharf, Chronicles, 585).

4-13 After 34 hours of bombardment, Major Robert Anderson surrenders and the Confederates allow the Union forces to leave the fort. In the evening, Virginia citizens learn about the Union surrender at Fort Sumter, and Confederate flags are hung throughout Virginia amidst great public excitement. 
4-15 Concerned about the fact that Washington, DC is located in Southern territory, President Lincoln calls for 75000 volunteers to protect the Capital and to put down the Southern “insurrection.” 

4-17 Virginia state government reconsiders and votes for secession. Mayor George Brown issues a proclamation demanding “ All good citizens to refrain from every act which could lead to any outbreak or violence of any kind; to refrain from harshness of speech…” Scharf, Maryland 400). 

4-18 Robert E. Lee rejects offer to lead Union forces, and instead joins the Army of Northern Virginia.
4-18 Hostile Baltimore crowd attack Pennsylvania soldiers changing trains in Baltimore City on their way to Washington, and Nicholas Biddle, a black servant of Union Captain James Wren, is injured by a hurled brick or cobblestone (Toomey 11). 

4-18 Baltimoreans hold a “State-Rights Convention” to protest passage of Northern troops through their city and armed resistance to it is threatened. On the motion of Ross Winans, they pass a resolution, stating in part,  “ the massing of large bodies of militia, exclusively from the Free States, in the DC, is uncalled for by any public danger or exigency, is a standing menace to the state of Maryland, and an insult to her loyalty and good faith, and will, if persisted in, alienate her people from a government which thus attempts to overawe them by the presence of armed men, and treats them with contempt and distrust”(Scharf, Maryland 401).

4-18 A messenger arrives from the Mayor of Charlestown, Virginia, to Mr. John Garrett, president of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, with instructions to demand guaranties from him that no troops should be permitted to pass over the main stem, and that no munitions of war should be suffered to be removed from the arsenal at Harper’s Ferry. If these guaranties are not given, the messenger is authorized to state to Mr. Garrett that the bridge at Harper’s Ferry would at once be blown up. These assurances are not given, and a short time afterwards, the threat is carried out. (Scharf, Maryland 402).  Confederate troops capture the federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry.
4-19 Rioting erupts between Baltimore secessionists and the 6th Massachusetts Regiment as the Union forces led by Col. Edward F. Jones pass through Baltimore City on way to Washington. Four soldiers and twelve citizens are killed in what is generally regarded as the first bloodshed of the Civil War. 

4-19 Horace Greeley, editor of the NY Tribune, a Republican mouthpiece, changes his position: Where before he has written that the Confederate States should be allowed to go their own way, after the bombing of Fort Sumter and Baltimore’s Pratt Street Riot, the Tribune claims that traitors are responsible for the disorder and bloodshed and goes on to “warn them that they must abide the full penalty” (Manakee 38).

4-19 When Baltimoreans hear that “other Northern regiments were on the road, loud in their threats of vengeance, and resolved ‘to fight their way to Washington,’ the feeling of the people of Baltimore became one of stern determination to prevent their passage through the city at every hazard” (Scharf, Maryland 410). Maryland officials demand of President Lincoln that no more federal troops be sent through the state, and the Mayor of Baltimore George Brown and the Chief of Police George Kane order the destruction of rail bridges to hinder Union troops from entering the city on their way to Washington (Brooks 239). Witnesses claim that Governor Thomas Holliday Hicks gave his assent to plan, but he denies any responsibility (Brown 58-9).

4-19 George Kane, the Marshal of Baltimore Police, telegraphs Maryland secessionist Bradley T. Johnson in Frederick that “Streets red with Maryland blood; send expresses over the mountains of Maryland and Virginia for the riflemen to come without delay. Fresh hordes will be down on us tomorrow. We will fight them and whip them, or die”(Talbert 43).

4-20 After the railroad bridges and telegraph lines in Maryland are destroyed, Washington, DC is cut off from the North. For several days, rumors are the only forms of information reaching Washington. Virginia regiments and armed Maryland secessionists are said to be converging on the capital. Washington is gripped by a siege mentality (McPherson 285). 
4-20 President Lincoln promises Maryland authorities to send any additional federal troops around rather than through Baltimore City, and he recalls the Pennsylvania troops stationed in Cockeysville, whose movement toward Baltimore has been stopped by destroyed railroad bridges. “A strong feeling of dissatisfaction was expressed at the unsatisfactory result of the interview with the President, many being of the opinion that ‘these Northern troops should not be allowed to pollute the soil of the State of Maryland by their march to the rendezvous.’ Another committee is therefore sent to Washington, consisting of Sen. Anthony Kennedy and Hon J. Morrison Harris, member of the House of Representatives.”  In the meantime preparations are continued for the defence of the city in any emergency; with this object in view, Mayor Brown requests: “All citizens having arms suitable for the defence of the city, and which they are willing to contribute for the purpose, are requested to deposit them at the office of the marshal of police.” In consequence of this recommendation a very large quantity of arms of all kinds and descriptions proceed with vigor. Volunteers pour into the city from all sections of the State and tender their services to the authorities (Scharf, Maryland 415).

4-20 Baltimore City Council assembles and appropriates $500,000. “to be expended under the direction of the mayor.” “for the purpose of putting the city in a complete state of defence against any description of danger arising , or which may arise out of the present crisis”. . . At the same time a large number of the most prominent merchants of the city irrespective of past party affiliations, subscribe a large sum to be devoted to “the purchase of arms, to be placed in the hands of the police commissioners for distribution,” or placing the city in a position of defence (Scharf, Maryland 416).

4-20 A company of 70 men under command of Bradley T. Johnson arrive from Frederick. At 9:00 o’clock the Towson Mounted Guard, commanded by Capt. Charles Ridgely, rides into Monument Square (Scharf, Chronicles 600) .Maryland authorities receive information that Baltimore secessionists are going to attack Union forces in Fort McHenry. They call upon state militia and volunteers to protect Fort McHenry from possible attack by Baltimore secessionists, but the Union General John C. Robinson discourages the Maryland militia’s assistance because he realizes that most are Southern sympathizers. 

4-21 At 10 o’clock a man mounted on a horse comes dashing through the streets and rides to the office of the Marshal of Police, bringing intelligence that about 5000 Northern troops are at Cockeysville and are marching direct for Baltimore City. . . .In less than 15 minutes after the first alarm the streets are filled with people flying to arms to meet the invaders. . . About 5 o’clock it is announced that the President has ordered the troops back to Harrisburg (Scharf, Chronicles 601-02). 

4-21 Union Brigadier General Benjamin Butler with the 8th Massachusetts Regiment bypasses Baltimore by sailing from Perryville to Annapolis. Butler and his Massachusetts troops repair a locomotive and train tracks to enable them to continue on to Washington DC. 

4-21 The Maryland flag replaces the Federal flag throughout Baltimore City and Towson.

4-22 Maryland Governor Hicks is forced to call special session of the Maryland Assembly, “to deliberate and consider of the condition of the State, and take such measures as in their wisdom they may deem fit to maintain peace, order and security within our limits,” but on 4-22, he changes the location from Annapolis to Frederick because Annapolis is occupied by federal troops. 

4-22 Virginia Governor Letcher telegraphs Confederate commander in Harpers Ferry arsenal, “to deliver to General George H. Steuart at Baltimore, one thousand of the arms recently taken at Harper’s Ferry” (Denton 42) General George H. Steuart orders Captain Charles Ridgely of the Baltimore County Horse Guard to follow the retreating Union troops from Cockeysville back to Pennsylvania and to destroy bridges. Ridgely appoints Lt. John Merryman and several other members of the Horse Guards to accomplish mission (Brooks 240). 

4-23 John Merryman and his band burn bridges and destroy telegraph lines.

4-23 Marylander James Ryder Randall, a teacher in Louisiana, upon reading an account of the death (mistaken) of a former classmate during the Baltimore Riot of April 19th, pens a secessionist poem, later turned into a popular Confederate war anthem, Maryland, My Maryland by two sisters, Jennie and Hetty Cary.

4-25  The first Northern troops since the Baltimore Riots of April 19th , The New York Regiment, enters Washington DC by way of Annapolis, thus ending the Capital’s isolation.
4-26 The Maryland Assembly meeting in Frederick declares that it lacks the authority to secede but calls war unconstitutional. 

4-27 With the encouragement of Secretary of War Seward, Lincoln suspends habeas corpus between Washington and Philadelphia to give military authorities the necessary power to silence dissenters and rebels who are destroying railroads and telegraph lines. Under this order, commanders can arrest and detain individuals who are deemed threatening to military operations. Those arrested can be held without indictment or arraignment. Lincoln acts without Congress’s approval because it is not in session until July 4th. 

4-29 The Maryland flag is taken down and the Union flag returns to Towson.

4-29 Virginia offers to make Richmond the permanent capital of the Confederacy.

5-4 Major Morris, commander of Fort McHenry, refuses to obey a writ of habeas corpus issued by U.S. District Court Judge William F. Giles for the purpose of releasing from the U.S. service an enlisted soldier, named John George Mullen, who has petitioned for release on the ground of minority. The writ is extended to May 13, but Major Morris still refuses to obey. Dr. Jervis, the medical examiner of Fort McHenry, finally appears, and testifying that the soldier was under- age, the youth was discharged (Scharf, Maryland 429-30).

5/ John Pendleton Kennedy publishes a masterful pamphlet, Appeal to Maryland, arguing strongly against Maryland secession on the basis of self-interest (Brugger 278-9).
5-5 Brig. Gen. Benjamin Butler, US, occupies Relay House, 7 miles west from Baltimore. 

5-10 The Maryland General Assembly issues a detailed statement, protesting the war as unconstitutional and unjust. It calls upon the people of Maryland to work for peace between North and South, and declares that the state would have no part in the war. It asks for the recognition of the Confederate States as an independent nation, and protests against military occupation of Maryland as a violation of the Constitution. Finally, it states that any move to organize and arm the state militia, or to call a state convention to vote on secession would be unwise (Manakee 51).

5-11 A steam powered artillery manufactured in Ross Winan’s locomotive shop is captured by union forces on its way by railroad to Harpers Ferry to be sold to the Confederate government. (Toomey 18). 
5-13 Benjamin Butler occupies Federal Hill in Baltimore, securing Federal control of city. Baltimore City is now considered to be under martial law. In the next few weeks, federal authorities obtain copies of all telegrams sent in the past year, censor newspapers, forbid the display of the Confederate flag or Confederate colors, interfere with elections, and imprison suspected secessionists.
5-14 Immediately after the adjournment of the Maryland House of Delegates, wealthy politician and entrepreneur Ross Winans is arrested and briefly imprisoned without trial on a charge of high treason (Talbert 56). He is released when he agrees to take a loyalty oath.

5-14 Governor Hicks finally calls for Maryland volunteers to fill the four required regiments assigned to Maryland by President Lincoln in his Proclamation of April 15th.

5-16 Major General Cadwalader receives orders from General Winfield Scott, via the President:”Herewith you will receive a power to arrest persons under certain circumstances and to hold them prisoners though they should be demanded by writs of habeas corpus.. This is a high and delicate trust and as you cannot fail to perceive, to be executed with judgment and discretion.. . .” (Sheads 33).

5-17 Because of opposition to federal law within Maryland, President Lincoln orders the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus along the military railroad line between Philadelphia, Washington, and Annapolis. With this suspension the President gives de facto powers to the U.S. Army to place under arrest spies and Confederate sympathizers whose acts and statements are inimical to the U.S. Government. Those arrested are placed under the authority of the State Department and detained at various military posts, among them Fort McHenry. It will not be until February 14, 1862 that these prisoners will be transferred to the War Department (Sheads 33).

5-24 Union forces capture and occupy Alexandria, Virginia.

5-25 Maryland secessionist John Merryman is arrested for attempting to hinder Union troops from moving from Baltimore to Washington and is held at Fort McHenry by Union military officials. His attorney immediately seeks a writ of habeas corpus so that a federal court can examine the charges. [According to Charles Ridgely’s nephew, Henry White, Union Major  John A. Dix , a personal friend of Charles Ridgely’s father who was placed in command of the federal troops in Baltimore,  told Ridgely that a warrant was out for the arrest under martial law, of Charles Ridgely and of Lt. John Merryman; Dix said that he would suspend acting upon the warrant for Charles Ridgely, but said that Lt. Merryman, either would be or actually had been already arrested. . . .Charles Ridgely was never arrested, probably owing to assurances by his father to General Dix that he was not a conspirator against the United States, and he remained quietly at Hampton throughout the war (Goodbar 2)].
5-26 Chief Justice Roger Taney orders a writ of habeas corpus, ordering General Cadwalader (who is in charge of Fort McHenry) to produce John Merryman in court on the 27th. 
5-27 Col. Lee (aide to Gen. Cadwalader) reports to Chief Justice Taney that Gen. Cadwalader refuses to bring Merryman to the court because of the President’s suspension of the writ of habeas corpus. A letter written by Gen. Cadwalader to Chief Justice Taney explained that the charges against Merryman are that he belongs to an organization as lieutenant in a company arrayed in armed hostility against the United States, and has made “open and unreserved declaration of hostility to the government and is in readiness to co-operate with those engaged in the present rebellion,” etc. Col. Lee requests a postponement of any court action until he can receive instructions from the President. Taney states that since General Cadwalader had been commanded to produce Merryman that morning and he had failed to do so, the Chief Justice is ordering an attachment be issued against the General returnable the following day. 

5-28 Taney’s marshal informs him that he has been unable to serve the writ to Gen. Cadwalader because the marshal was denied entrance into Fort McHenry. Chief Justice Taney announces that he had ordered the attachment because he had concluded that the detention of Merryman was unlawful since only Congress and not the President can suspend the writ of habeas corpus, and no military officer has the right to arrest a person unless ordered to do so by the judiciary. Rather than force the marshal to summon a posse and encounter the superior force of the Union troops, however, Chief Justice Taney states that he plans to write out his conclusions and call upon the President to perform his constitutional duty to enforce the laws. Chief Justice Taney issues a written opinion several days later, which is largely ignored by Lincoln.

5-30 In a move to disarm the people of Maryland from offering any kind of united opposition to the federal administration, Governor Hicks directs that all arms held by the state of Maryland should be collected and be held safe under his direction. (Talbert 57).

6/ During the June session of the Baltimore City Grand Jury, Union sympathizer John Wilson and other witnesses testify that John Merryman was the leader of those who burned the bridges and destroyed the telegraph lines on April 23. Witnesses implicate John Merryman for firing the bridge over the Little Gunpowder and five other bridges. H.C McAllister, whom Merryman had arrested, explain that he saw Merryman burning bridges and that Merryman had said “’. . . G-d d-m them, we’ll stop them from coming down here and stealing our slaves’—meaning the Northern troops.” Nicholas Miller saw Merryman and other armed men destroying bridges and telegraph poles, He testifies that Merryman had said”. . . he would have destroyed Gunpowder Bridge even if [he] had no authority to do so. He commanded with a drawn sword and said it was to prevent troops from going to Baltimore.” When the spate of bridge burning ended, the Northern Central calculated its losses as 28 days of interrupted service and $117,000. (Brooks 241). Other witnesses testify that Marshal George Kane had helped to instigate the Baltimore riots against the Northern soldiers (Creamer 5-11).

6-13 In election for the special session of Congress called by President Lincoln to meet on the 4th of July, Mr. Henry Winter Davis is defeated, thus securing for the city authorities, and especially  the Board of Police, the undying hatred of Mr. Henry Winter Davis (Scharf, Maryland 432-2).

6-22 The Maryland Legislature at its adjourned session  (June 4-25) passes a series of resolutions protesting the federal military jurisdiction over Maryland and the unlawful arrests of its citizens.

6-27 Union troops arrest Police Marshal George Kane at his home, and find caches of arms hidden in his headquarters thought to be hidden for secessionists’ use.  In a back building of City Hall, troops find 4 cannon, half a ton of shot, 800 rifle-ball cartridges, and 400 weight of ball; in Kane’s office & in the floors and ceiling, pistols, 250 muskets, & rifles (Cottom 39). [Among other complaints against Kane, General Scott had heard reports that Baltimore police have discouraged citizens from greeting Union troops with food and water (Brugger 280)].

7-4 In his message to the special session of Congress, President Lincoln justifies the suspension of habeas corpus through Article I, Section 9, of the Constitution, which specifies a suspension of the writ "when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it." He points out that the Constitution is silent as to which branch of the government might exercise the authority to suspend the writ and asserts that in an emergency, when Congress is not in session, the President has the authority to do so. Lincoln comments that the writ, could, as interpreted by Chief Justice Taney, allow “all the laws, but one, to do unexecuted, and the government itself go to pieces, lest that one be violated.”

7-4 Merryman is visited in prison by Secretary of War Simon Cameron, and three weeks later is remanded to civil authorities and allowed to post bail. He is never brought to trial, possibly through the refusal of Chief Judge Taney to allow Merryman to be tried by any judge other than himself, while Taney himself claims to be too ill to conduct a trial. In gratitude, Merryman names his child “Roger Brook Taney Merryman.”  Merryman continues to oppose the war, which leads to another brief detention at the hands of federal troops in 1862, and he is beaten by troops guarding the railroad at Cockeysville in 1864 (Brooks 241). The charges of treason against Merryman are dropped two years after the war. 

7-5 Attorney General Edward Bates publishes opinion upholding the right of Lincoln to suspend the right of persons to use the writ of habeas corpus (10 Opinions of the Attorney General 74 (1861)).

7-16 Marylander Anna Ella Carroll writes and publishes two pamphlets upholding Lincoln’s suspension of the writ of  habeas corpus and his other war measures. Reply to the Speech of Hon. J. C. Breckinridge, delivered in the United States Senate, July 16, 1861, and in Defence of the President’s War Measures.

7-21 Confederate military victory in the First Battle of Bull Run, the first major battle of Civil War.

7-23 The Department of Annapolis is abolished and the Department of Maryland is established under the command of Gen. John A. Dix.

7-30 Maryland Legislature meets again until August 7, and then adjourns until September 17th.

9-5 The U.S. authorities promulgates an order forbidding the display and sale of all secession badges, flags, pictures, songs, photographs, music, neckties, infant’s socks, etc. (Scharf, Chronicles 616). Dix extends the crusade against secessionist flags and paraphernalia to the latest Confederate colors, red and white--- their appearance together, he said, was provocative. Amused Baltimoreans issue a mock bulletin in the name of “His Majesty (Abraham 1st),” requiring all persons having red hair and moustaches to have one side or the other dyed blue. One stanza of a song celebrating “Dix’s Manifesto” went: “On Barber’s pole, and mint stick/ He did his veto place/ He swore that in his city/He’d red and white erase” (Brugger 280).

9-13 To prevent the possibility of Maryland’s secession at the upcoming meeting of the Maryland Legislature to begin on September 17th, Union Major General Dix arrests and imprisons, from September 13 to the 17,th Mayor George Brown, Ross Winans, Frank Key Howard, editor of the Baltimore Exchange, Lawrence Sangston, and other suspected Southern sympathizers, for up to 14 months without trial. These arrests prevented a quorum of both Houses from assembling. Many could have been released earlier had they agreed to sign a loyalty oath, but most steadfastly refused.

9-14 Federal authorities arrest W. W. Glenn, an editor and owner of a Baltimore paper called The Exchange, for publishing treasonable expressions (Manakee 55).

10-12 Lincoln writes to General Winfield Scott authorizing him to suspend the writ of habeas corpus “anywhere between Bangor, Maine and Washington.

10-19 Secretary of State Seward uses this suspension of the writ of habeas corpus to establish a strict military guard over the residence of William J. Merrick, Judge of the Circuit Court of the United States for the District of Columbia (Rehnquist 48-9).

11/ Federal troops interfere with state election held on November 6th. A number of citizens were arrested and voters in at least two precincts were obliged to take oaths of allegiance (Toomey 32-3). Augustus Bradford, running on a Union ticket, defeats the Democratic candidate for Governor.

12/3 Governor Bradford calls for a special session of the Legislature.

1862

2-14 Lincoln appoints “War Democrat” Edwin Stanton as his new Secretary of War, and transfers enforcement of internal security from Secretary of State Seward to Secretary Stanton. Lincoln orders release of about 200 political prisoners upon their taking the oath of loyalty to the union. Most prisoners are released during the spring of 1862.

2/ Lincoln issues his Executive Order, No. 1, Relating to Political Prisoners. It recites the unprecedented nature of the Civil War, the near-paralysis of the government by treason in the first stages of the conflict, the apprehension of the public, and early military reverses suffered by the armed forces of the North. These factors, Lincoln said, justifies his resorting to “the extraordinary powers which the Constitution confides to him in cases of insurrection.” He explicitly chides the judiciary, stating that it “seemed as if it had been designed not to sustain the Government but to embarrass and betray it.” (Rehnquist 59).

5-27 Federal troops surround the courthouse of Judge Richard Bennett Carmichael in Easton, enter his courtroom while in session, arrest and pistol whip him when he resists, and imprison him. His crime was, among other things, instructing his grand juries that the soldiers who try to influence elections by arresting voters without a warrant are guilty of a crime. He is imprisoned without any trial for more than 6 months before he is released (Brown  93-4). 

7/ In July, Congress passes the Militia Act, which authorizes Secretary of War Stanton to draft for nine months members of state militias that have not been upgraded.

8/ Secretary of War Stanton issues an order “by direction of the President,” suspending the writ of habeas corpus both for draft resisters and for “persons arrested for disloyal practices.”

9-24 Covering much of the same ground as Secretary Stanton, President Lincoln himself issues a proclamation that all those “discouraging volunteer enlistments, resisting militia drafts, or guilty of any disloyal practice affording aid and comfort to rebels” should be subject to “martial law and liable to trial and punishment by courts-martial or military commissions. . .” (Rehnquist 60).

11-27 All Maryland political prisoners at Fort Warren are released, including former Mayor Brown, George Kane, and Frank Key Howard.

1863

3-3 In passing the Habeas Corpus Act, Congress officially authorizes President Lincoln to suspend  the writ of habeas corpus as one of his wartime powers.

4/ In April, Gen. Ambrose Burnside, concerned about disloyal persons residing within the Union lines who were thought to be giving information and other aid and comfort to the enemy, issues his General Order No. 38, which states: ”The habit of declaring sympathies with the enemy will no longer be tolerated in this department. Persons committing such offenses will at once be arrested with a view to being tried as above stated or sent beyond our lines and into the lines of their friends” (Rehnquist 64).

5-5 Ohio politician Clement Vallandigham is arrested by General Burnside for making disloyal statements and is found guilty the next day after a military trial. 

5-19 After a Cabinet meeting, President Lincoln changes Vallandigham’s sentence from imprisonment for the duration of the war to banishment into the Confederacy. In February 1864, the Supreme Court decides in Ex Parte Vallandigham that it has no jurisdiction to review the decision of a military commission.

7-11 Confederate General Bradley T. Johnson has lunch at the Hayfields estate of  John “Ex Parte Merryman” (Toomey, Civil War 125)

9-15 Acting on powers granted by Congress, President Lincoln issues a proclamation suspending the writ of habeas corpus throughout the United States.

1866

1-31 The provost marshal’s department ceases to exist in Maryland, thus ending martial law in Maryland.

4-3 In the case of Ex Parte Milligan, decided after the end of the Civil War, the Supreme Court of the United States upholds the writ of habeas corpus sought by Milligan and his fellow defendants, holding that the military commission had no jurisdiction to try and sentence civilians.
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