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Charles Ball

Biography: 

Born in Calvert County during the Era of the Revolution, Charles Ball’s life under slavery comprised an amazing [ordeal] that saw took him from Maryland to the Deep South and back again.  Ball fled from bondage in [year], returning to Maryland in a disappointed attempt to reunite with family, before moving northward again, to Pennsylvania.  His story of flight stands as an American story like few others.

Charles Ball was in 1780 to a [mother] and [father] held in bondage.  Charles’s grandfather, [Ben], was an African captured and brought to Calvert County during his young adulthood.  [Ben] retained enough memory of his homeland that he held on as much as possible to its cultural trappings, rejecting much of the European belief systems, even at time when many Africans and African Americans were developing a [syncretic], hybrid system based upon their African past and American present.  Circumstances would see [Ben] play a large, [formative] role in the life of his grandson, Charles.

Charles Ball’s family life as a child coming was likely normal for enslaved people in Maryland.  Apperently for several of his earliest years, this life included his nuclear family, [mother], [father], and siblings.  Many blacks enslaved in Maryland throughout the 17th and 18th centuries benefited for kinship arrangements that were spatially stretched to accommodate locales of masters’ plantations.  Such was the case for the family of Charles Ball.  His mother was held at [plantation], his father was held at [plantation], Grandfather [Ben], was allowed, after a certain point, to maintain a resident apart from the plantation, likely after his productive work years had passed.  Doubtless, the Balls put forth great effort to maintain and nurture family ties across the nearby distances of the spatial relations.  For a time, as with many other enslaved families, it worked.
[Great] effort notwithstanding, that which [threatened] enslaved families, sale of members great distances away, claimed the Balls at some point in the late-1780s.  Charles Ball’s mother and siblings were sold-off, leaving only the young boy, his father, and grandfather behind.  The defining moment of his childhood, Ball recounted the scene this way:

[excerpt from Fifty Years in Chains]

The psychological impact of the sale of his wife and children was too much for [father].  Charles remembers his father becoming recluse, morose, and [quote: civil to know one but charles and ben].  The disposition of [father] likely prompted [owner] to doubt his ability to hold on to the man much longer; he would either become so obstinant, disobedient, and [resistive] as to be problematic and unproductive, or he would run, threatening his value altogether.  As was the resolve of many masters faced with such propositions, [owner] decided to take his investment out of the trouble slave by selling him.  Through the clandestine communication channels of the slave quarter, [father] learned of [owner’s] intentions.  As slaves often did learning of a [coming] sale, [father] and his kin, [ben] and Charles, planned for [father] to run.  The old man gave [father] words of encouragement and a bag of parched corn and told him to flee.  “[quote from Ball; he was never seen again]” 
Ball continued under [owner] until near mid-life….
[summarize Ball’s life in the interim away from Maryland, and after final escape quickly]
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Frederick Douglass

Biography: 

Born Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey circa February 1817 in Talbot County, Maryland.  Son of African-American Harriet Bailey and a white father.  Married first wife Anna Murray on September 15, 1838 in New York City; five children were Rosetta (b. June 24, 1839), Lewis Henry (b. October 9, 1840), Frederick, Jr. (b. March 3, 1842), Charles Remond (b. October 21, 1844),  and Anna Marie "Annie" (b. March 22, 1849).  Married second wife Helen Pitts.  Died in Washington, D.C., February 20, 1895.  Buried at Mount Hope Cemetery in Rochester, New York. 

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery on the Eastern Shore of Maryland in 1817.  

Family
Childhood in Talbot
Childhood in Baltimore
Black community of Baltimore
Interracialism

Lessons of slavery
Planning escape
Accomplices

Flight.
Summarize: [As a young man he escaped from slavery and settled in Rochester, New York, where he published the North Star and Frederick Douglass' Paper, worked to assist other runaway slaves to find  freedom and became known for his passionate and eloquent speaking on the brutality of slavery.  Through his newspaper he reported on the anti-slavery movement to Northerners.  He worked with such abolitionists and social reformers as William Lloyd Garrison, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, John Brown, and Gerrit Smith. With the Civil War looming after John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry, Virginia, Douglass was forced to leave the country in order to avoid arrest.  After a while he returned to become a staunch advocate of the Union cause.  He helped recruit African-American troops for the Union Army, and two of his own sons served in the all-black 54th Massachusetts Regiment.  He developed a personal relationship with President Lincoln that helped to make emancipation a cause of the Civil War.  In 1872, Douglass moved to Washington, D.C., where he served as publisher of the New National Era, a newspaper advocating African-American improvement. Douglass also served briefly as President of the Freedmen's National Bank, and subsequently in various national service positions such as U.S. Marshal for the District of Columbia, and diplomatic positions in Haiti and the Dominican Republic.  Douglass' papers and other materials are held at the Frederick Douglass National Historical Site.]
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Benjamin Duckett (b. 1831)
Months after one U.S. Supreme Court Justice from Maryland had condemned Dred Scott to remain enslaved, the former property of another Supreme Court Justice from Maryland stole himself to freedom.  Benjamin Duckett, who along with his entire nuclear family were the property of Associate Justice Gabriel Duvall at the time of Duvall's death in 1844, fled from Prince George's County in Jan. 1858.  William Still and the Philadelphia Vigilance Committee welcomed him to Philadelphia, PA and freedom a short time later. 
Benjamin Duckett was born in 1831, at Marietta, a plantation and manor house in northern Prince George’s County.  The land upon which Marietta was built, a 150 acre tract, was purchased by Benjamin Duval (d. 1801) from part of a larger survey known as “Darnall’s Grove.”  Benjamin Duval’s son, Gabriel, purchased the property from his father in 1784.

Throughout the Antebellum Era, during Benjamin Duckett’s life there, the slave quarters at Marietta were home to numerous enslaved families, with the total number of slaves fluctuating between 35 and 50 during this time.  Along Gabriel Duval [link] (1752 - 1844), other whites living at Marietta during the 19th century held titles to some of the African Americans held there.  Included among these slaveholders were Gabriel’s son, Edmund (d. 1831), Gabriel’s sister Delila (d. 18??), and his orphaned grandchildren, Marcus, Edmund, Mary, and Gabriella, who came to live with him and his wife Jane (d. 1834) in the 1832. 

Gabriel Duval’s professional responsibilities kept him away from Marietta for approximately three months per year.  As an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court (1811 - 1835), Duval was in Washington, DC for several weeks.  Likewise, his duties on the Circuit Court saw him travel in Maryland and Delaware.  His own private practice, however, was conducted from a small law office on his plantation.  And, like many Maryland elites, Duval breed race horses, and traveled to competitions around the state.

As a boy growing into a man, Benjamin Duckett had known others around who resisted enslavement by running away.  The degree to which any of these attempts succeed is unknown.  As an example to others, there impact is undeniable.  During Duckett’s childhood, for example, one of Gabriel Duval’s slaves, “Joe” is known to have fled [check ad to be sure its Gabriel] in 1837.  His success is not known [check 1833 list to see if “Joe” is on it] (though he had relatives in both Frederick City and Baltimore City, two prime points along the exodus out of Maryland), but Joe is not among the inventoried slaves owned by Duval’s estate in 1844, just a few years later.  After Gabriel Duval’s death, the great body of his slave property is passed to his grandsons, Marcus and Edmund B. Duval.  [surmise when Ben sold]… Both the Duval brothers experienced runaways, particularly Edmund, whose slave Randolph Jackson (b. 1834) used his familiarity with the region to attempt flight three times, 1853, 1855, and 1857!
Marietta Plantation was situated
Runaways from G. Duval, M. Duval, E. Duval

It seems that Zachariah Berry (b. 1825) of Queen Annes District, Prince George’s County, was a young planter coming into his own and attempting to build a plantation during the 1850s.  He seems to be purchasing slaves, like Ben Duckett, from nearby sources…

Without knowing, Zachariah Berry of the Queen Anne’s District, Prince George’s County suffered the ignominy of not only losing two valuable slaves to flight, but having his loss recorded for posterity by William Still in his Underground Railroad.  Jim Belle was barely with Berry a year before he fled in July 1857.  With a wife and mother-in-law, both presumably free, living in South Baltimore [?], as did other relatives and friends, and perhaps still other kinfolk living on the several Baltimore County plantations upon which he had been previously held, the options for assistance were considerable.  How Jim made his way from Prince George’s County to Philadelphia is not known with any specificity – whether he actually knew been Duckett is uncertain since their time on Zach Berry’s plantation overlapped by only a few weeks.  Jim Belle’s pursuers believed his family and friends in Northern Maryland were a resource.  Whatever the means, Jim reached freedom.
He was not very good at controlling any of his slaves, it seems.  While only two can be verified to have successfully escaped (Duckett and later, Belle), numerous others attempted flight.  For example, Hannah Dikes fled during June 1854.  Before that month ended, at least two more of Berry’s bondspeople, this time “Dick” and “Betsy,” fled together.  These two had familial connections to other Prince George’s plantations, as well as others in Calvert County.  The following spring and summer saw more escape attempts.  Luke Carroll, an enslaved man of middle age, purchased from the estate [?] of a local planter earlier in the decade, fled, as did Dinah Young, a women in her twenties who had experience in Baltimore and a husband in Calvert County.  Luke Williams, who also fled Berry’s plantation during Summer 1855 had kinfolk not only in Prince George’s but in urban areas like Annapolis, Baltimore, and even Philadelphia.  Luke, in fact, was at least a two-time offender, in fact, having run before in 1851.
Perhaps emboldened – maybe even educated – by earlier would-be fugitives, the year 1856 saw two documented successful flights from Zachariah Berry’s plantation in the Forest of Prince George’s County, as the Philadelphia Vigilance Committee under William Still welcomed Benjamin Duckett, and later Jim Belle, from Berry’s lot.  At least three more of Berry’s slaves, Frank Tyler (1858), Barbary Williams (1860), and Hagar Williams (1860) attempted to run from Berry through the close of the decade.  The Williams Sisters, especially, had ties to several plantations nearby.
Link to G. Duval’s biog

Slave/free/white population around Marietta; name specific large holders

Tax assessment, 1833, 0005 - 0006

When he ran he ran from the heart of the slaveholding district in Prince George’s County – itself, the largest slaveholding county in the entire state.
Holders near Marietta: Z. Berry, Sr.; John Contee

Holders near Z. Berry of Washington: Bowiesville; O. Sprigg [?]; Fairview; Belair; Mordecai Plummer; Charles Hill, Sr;

*acknowledge Susan Wolfe of MNCPPC, Marietta; Susan Pearl, MNCPPC [title] for assistance [link to MNCPPC and Marietta websites]
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Henry Garnet (b. 1815 – d. 1882)
Like many vocal opponents of slavery in Antebellum America, Henry Highland Garnet fled from enslavement himself before taking up his crusade on behalf of others still held.  Like many vocal opponents of slavery – Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, James W. C. Pennington – Garnet fled from slavery in Maryland.

Summarize: 
an orator, 
a leading abolitionist, 
a clergyman – 
stood before the delegates of the 1843 National Negro Convention in Buffalo, New York. 
In a speech given just the previous year, he had stated his belief that responsibility for the abolition of slavery lay chiefly with the whites. Freedom, he thought, would come about politically. Sometime since then, however, Garnet had a radical change of mind. 
In what has come to be known as his "Call to Rebellion," Garnet gave an impassioned speech in which he encouraged slaves to revolt against their masters. 
Frederick Douglass and other abolitionists aligned with William Lloyd Garrison's doctrine of moral suasion -- a non-resistant approach to abolish slavery -- spoke after Garnet and denounced the speech. 
Should Garnet's "call" be officially endorsed by the convention? A committee worked to tone down the message, but the convention's delegates still found the language too harsh. Garnet's address was rejected, but by only one vote. 
By 1849 Garnet began to favor emigration. Liberia, a country in Africa inhabited by freed blacks from the New World, had declared its independence two years earlier. Garnet saw no reason not to advocate the emigration to other lands as well as the fight against slavery at home. 
Still a prominent abolitionist, he travelled to England and Scotland, where he lectured. Although he considered remaining in England, he left for Jamaica in 1852 to work as a missionary. 
Several years later he returned to the United States.  Garnet's role as an abolitionist leader would diminish as the years progressed, although he would continue to remain active in the cause. Too radical for the Garrisonians, Garnet lost his influence in the movement and turned even more toward religion. 
During the Civil War and afterwards he worked to improve the lives of former slaves. 
In 1881, he was appointed by the government to a [post] in Liberia. He died two months after his arrival there.
Summarize: [
In 1825 the Garnets moved to New York City. 
There, after earnest prayer, George Trusty gave new names to the family. 
His wife Henny became Elizabeth, 
his daughter Mary, Eliza. 
Although the original first names of George and Henry are unknown, the family name became Garnet. 
George Garnet found work as a shoemaker and also became a class-leader and exhorter in the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Bethel, in Mott Street.  
Henry Highland Garnet entered the African Free School in Mott Street in 1826. There he found an extraordinary group of school mates. They included Alexander Crummell, an Episcopal priest and a leading black intellectual, who was Garnet's neighbor and close boyhood friend; 
Samuel Ringgold Ward, a celebrated abolitionist and a cousin of Garnet; 
James McCune Smith, the first black to earn a medical degree; 
Ira Aldridge, the celebrated actor; and 
Charles Reason, the first black college professor in the United States and long-time educator in black schools. 
Garnet and his classmates formed their own club, Garrison Literary and Benevolent Association, and soon had occasion to demonstrate their spirit. 
Garrison's abolitionism had little mass support among whites at this time, and abolition meeting in New York City easily lead to mob violence. Thus, even the school authorities feared the use of his name for a club meeting at the school. 
The boys retained the club's name and moved their activities elsewhere.]
Biography:
During the 18th century, a Mandingo warrior was taken as prisoner of a war, presumably with combatants of another African state.  As was the case for many in his predicament, this man, who was also a prince, found himself sold into bondage, purchased by British slave traders, or those of another European nation.  Through some scenario, the Mandigo/Congolese was purchased as a slave and put to work in Kent County, Maryland.  Overtime, this man, whose name is heretofore lost to history, took a wife and together they bore at least one son, who would call himself George Trusty.  In time, although himself enslaved in Kent County, upon reaching adulthood, George too made a family.  With his wife, a woman called Henny (short for Henrietta), George produced two children, a girl named Mary and a boy, Henry.  By the early-1800s, the Trusty family was held on a farm in Chesterville, eastern Kent County.  They were owned by William Spencer.  Spencer arranged for George to be trained as a cobbler.
When Henry Trusty was a seven years old, his owner, Spencer, died.  The death of an owner often caused anxiety in the slave quarters.  [reasons] or any number of factors might see black family bonds threatened by sale to different parts of the county, state, or indeed nation.  William Spencer’s will directed that none of his slaves be sold out of state, “except for gross misconduct,” though none of them could have known this.  A common response to the uncertainty following an owner’s death was flight.  In fact, by the time of Spencer’s estate inventory, four of his bondsmen had run off (though it is not known when they actually fled, before or after his death).
It seems that the Trusty family remained in tact and on Spencer’s farm (or at least in the immediate vicinity).  Sometime thereafter (between 1822 and 1825), the family sought permission to attend funeral services for another slave, one that they knew on a nearby plantation.  When the demands of the crops were not a consideration, slave owners often let slaves bury their dead in ceremonies largely away from at least immediate white supervision.  It seems that the entire Trusty clan – nearly a dozen people – set out for this particular funeral service.  None would return.  It appears that if there was indeed a funeral, it was an opportunity that had been long awaited and prepared for.  The clan continued out of the county, and out of the state, to Wilmington, Delaware, some fifty miles from Chesterville.  From Wilmington, the clan split up, with George, Henny, and their kids continuing New Hope, Pennsylvania, where they settled down for a time.
Available biographical works concerning Garnet’s childhood and Maryland years suggest that his parents’ names were George and Henrietta (“Henny”) Trusty, and that the Trusty Family which included extended kin perhaps, were held in slavery by William Spencer of Kent County, Chesterville (formerly called New Market).  Furthermore, available biographical sketches of Garnet say that his families owner, Spencer, died in 1824…

According to the 1820 U.S. Population Census, William Spencer was enumerated with Chestertown District, and he died in 1822 (according to Kent County Register of Wills).  Tax Lists place him in the Third District, presumably the numerical designation for Chestertown District.  Though the distance between Chestertown proper and Chesterville seems great [miles], because all of Kent County was divided into but three election districts prior to 1860, it is possible that both Chestertown proper and Chesterville might have been within the boundaries of the Chestertown Election District.  Therefore, William Spencer of Chesterville may well be the man of the same name enumerated in the Chestertown District.

In 1820 (census) 22 enslaved blacks were counted in his household (with only one other white, a female, presumably his wife, [name]).  An 1822 inventory of his estate, however, lists only 12 blacks, none of whom were named George, Henrietta/Henny, or Henry – the Trusty Family.  Obviously, the would be fugitives could have changed their names after flight (interestingly, four of the inventoried slaves were noted as “runaway” by the administrators of Spencer’s estate).

The Chestertown Election District of 1820 was home to roughly 3,600 people.  Of these, fifty-two percent were African Americans.  Fully 692, or fifty-eight percent of the district’s blacks were free by 1820.

The Trusty Family soon relocated to New York City.  There, young Henry and his sister flourished.  It is here that the family not only adopted the surname Garnet, no doubt to guise their fugitive status, but all took new first names as well (the father “George” and the son “Henry” were allegedly the new adopted names; names under slavery are yet to be recovered).
SOURCES
KENT COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS (Wills), MSA CM671-12, 1816-1827, No. 10, WK 687-688-3, folio 263. 
KENT COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS (Inventories), MdHR 14098 - 99, 1822-1825, 1825 - 1827, 1/15/2/4. 
From website [http://www.africawithin.com/bios/henry_garnet.htm]:
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Harriet Tubman

