cedulity, thal no experience, 10 reason
could wariant, and-can ouly be nscuibed
to a furious uttempt at the exercise of
power, which has grown intolerant for
the want of conttoul, Democracy is a
surt of aboriginal state in politics which
vequires a little of the checks and balanc-
es that experience impose—the minds
which are congenia) with democracy, or
which acquirea cougeniality by adopting
it for personal advancement, become mtol-
erant in spitit, ferocivug in pawer, impa-
tient of controul—ihese are the seeds of |
disorganization and revolution, and to
these the history of the woild proves that
demacracy tends—The peopls are the on-
Iy legitimate source of power, they alone
ought to povern by their mzenty selected
by themselves, but the people should take
care in selecting those agents, not to con-
fide too implicitly in the popularity of
titles or in the loauness of professions—
Titles are at best but empty things, and
pmfﬁssians areas deceptious aga summer
cloud.

In addition tothis_we understand that
in the Missouri Territory, now expecting
tobemade a state by the next Congyess;
and, which was alose excludyd the fast
upon 8 division ju Congiess, upon the
rjuestion of slavery, there have been the
most high handed attempts against the
Methodist Society, that hase for ages been
manifested towards apy religious denom:
ination of people—We have not seen the
account, but we are assyred that in the
Migsouri Tereitury (highly demociatic,
almost to a man) that the Methodist camp
meetings have been put down and dis}zm-
od by force and power, because of the
ductiines they hold upon the subject of
slavery, .

Now, when we consider these things
calmly, it forces a conviction upon the
mind, that these mep who hold such pop-
ular political names, and such populas
political doctrines will when = little
older in power feel less restiaint than
heretofore, and that “feeling power they
will forget right”  We are nat of  the
Methodist Chuch, and therefore canuot
be supposed to act or to speak from per-
\sonal motives o+ sectarian feelings; but bes
ing of another denomination of christians,|
jwe feel alarmed at tho altempts we sec
Imade against onesect; for in the peraecu-
Ition of them, we may read a probable at-
‘tempt at all othiers; such bold and au-
gry designs bya predominent set of men
lought to alarm all christendom; at such
fui';,gna all christendom ought to be in ar-
|mour—not appealing to the weapons of
|steel or of iton, but to fight the fight of
| fuith, with heaits of tortitude and devo-

Hideous persecution of the Methodists,

The demoacratic party not contented
with waging & war of infolerance against
their political adversaries, have commeng.
ed an aftack upon a chistian sect of peo-

le, in nnnuﬁvence of one of their clergy

tion, with tongues unawed), with mindg in-
tent upon a holy cause,  Wo would not
robsuch men ol life, or of liberty, but
we $ould strip them of power, we- would
make the adder as haymlessas the dove,

Not_ohly on these things unjust and
wrong in, themyélves, hut?het{ have the
worst tendency in society) they tend to)

iaving held férth at a campmeeting these
\ which peculiarly di ish
that church,

The circdmstances

B

were as follows, viz,
In Auﬁm 1818, a camp mecting of the
Methodist Society, was held in Washing.
ton county, Md, and the Rev. Jacob Gru-|
ber, in the Eusitive performance of bhis du-
tys preached a_setmon in which he spoke
mugh on the uubim of slavery from the
scriptural text, “Righteousness exalteth a |
nation, but sin is a reproach to any peo- |
plet—for the sentiments contained in|
this sermon, which were proved by his]
council on the tiial to be stricily cunt{)rm-‘
able to the fundamental doctrines of his|
church, Mr, Gruber was arrested upon |
intormation, and gave bail for his appear-|
ance at Washisgton county Court—.
bill was found against him foc “feloniously
caunselling, conspiving end attemptin
with terlain negroes to Yaise an tnsure
rection and rebellion in the state’ Mr,)
Gruber finding it impassible to procure a
fair tnal in the highly democratic county
of Washington, temoved the case to
Frederick county, where he obtained the
services of Mesas, Roger B, Tawny,
Robert N, Mactin and —5—. Pioman ae
council in bis defence, Mr, Gruber was
clearly aequitted by the jary, and is re-
stored to the wishes of hia friends, the
\aching bearts of his society, and to {he
pursuit of his holy functions.

Can any thing ‘more strongly mark the

i of intol and i

which characterise any people than thist
Tn Washington county, demacracy is une
cnn(rolml._lt has no fear, no check, it tris
umphs iifits streagth and riots in itg pow=
er.” Anhumble preacher of the gospel is
almost torn from the pulpit, because he

toclaiins the doctrines of a christian

Church, and of that church e wasan ap-
pointed minister, Mr, Gruber was not a
finely educated man, and may perhaps
have delivered himself with a degree of
bluntness and frankness that the delicate
sensibility and reflned taste of Democracy
might loath—but yet lia doctrines may
not on that account have been less cor-
rect, his zeal Jess sincere, or his exemption
from wicked designs less—The sul bject
on which he treated was in policy a delis
caté one, but in duty it was a serious one
~what right had the people of Washing-
ton to arraign the doctrines of the Metho-
dist Church long since promulged, or {o
attempt to stiflle their utterance in the
mouth of one of their preachers? 'The li-
berty of conscience, the right of opinion
andl” the freedom of speech, are guaided
and asswred to every man by the steong-
est injunctions of constitutional Jaw—For
the abuse of these golden privileges with
Intent todo wrong, every man is awena-
ble, but to suppose that & minister of the
Mothodist Society, in the performance of
his holy duties a3 a preacher, on a great
occasion like 3 camp meeting, would felo-
niously attempt a conspiracy of the worst
soit against the lans of the state and the
lives of the people, is giving alatitude to

y they are the seedlings of
implacable discord, valcanoes of the most.
destructive matter. ‘Lhat man must have
nearly approached to christian purity who|
can without embtion or without a mur-!
mer see his own minister, of the gos-|
pe} disgged with contumely before 3
court und anaigned 23 a ciiminali
for ayowiug the tencts of his church~E-
vents like these must give rigo to jealous-
fes, to anger & to revenge—they are caleu-
lated to sharpen these passions, that soci-
ety is interested in_subduing, and to pro-
dce refigious conflicts as fierce as those
of politics, Lot those then who have
brought about these things answer to it,
when'the fiery zeal of religious prosolyt-
ism and mariyrdom shall rage. ‘Therels
nothing niore” combustible than religious
zeal; nothing more deadllv rancorous than
religious contests, Intoleranca issure to
rm uce the fitst, and persecution wever
\nilg tobreed the last,




