/I}idcous persecution of the Methodists.

The democratic party not contented
with waging a war of intolerance against
their political adversaries, have commeng-
et an agtack upon a christian sect of peo-
Fle,_in conseguence of one of their clergy
raving held furth at a camp meeting these
doctrines ‘which pecaliarly distinguish
that church,

The circhmslances were as follows, viz.
In August 1818, a camp meeting of the
Methodist Society, was held in Washing- |
ton county, Md, aud the Rev, Jacob Gru-:
ber, in the Hositive performance of bis du-
ty, preached a sermon in which he spoke
much on the subject of slavery from the
scriptural text, “Rightcousness exalteth a
uation, but sin is a reproach to any J)eo-\
ple*~for the sentiments contained in'
thig sermon, which were proved by his’
council on the tial to be stricily coniorm-|
able to the fundamental doctrines of his|
church, Mr, Gruber wag arrested upon,
intormation, and gave bail for his appears|
ance at Washiogton county Court—-A
bill was found agatnst him foc “feloniousty
counselling, conspiving end attempting
with terfain nezvoes to Yaise an insur-
vection and rebellion in the stated Mr,
Gruber finding it impossible to procure a
fair tuad in the highly democratic county
of Washingfon, temoved the case to
Frederick county, where he obtained the
services of Mesats, Roger B. Tawny,
Robert N. Martin and —-— Pigman &2
council in his defence, Mr, Gruber was
clearhy acquitted by the jary, and is re.
stored to the wishes of his {riends, the
laching hentts of his society, and to the
pursuit of his hoy functions.

Can any thing more stiongly mark. the
sentiments of intolerance and oppresyion
which characterise any people than thist
In Wnshing,ton county, demacracy is un-
controled, 1t has no fear, no check, it tris
umphs hif ifs stredgth and riots in itg paw-
er. Anhumble preacher of the gospel is
almost torn from the pulpit, because he

roclaims the doctrines of a christian

“hureh, and of that chureh he wasan ap~
pointed minister.  Mr, Gruber was not a
finely educated man, and may perhaps
thave delivered himself with a degree of
{bluntness and frankness that the delicate
sensibility and refined taste of Democracy
might loath=-but yet his doctrines wmay
not on that account have been less cor-
Yect, his zeal lcss sincere, or hls exemption
Irom wicked designs less—The subject
on which he treated was in policy a delis
caté one, but in duty it was a serious one
~what right had the people of Washing-
ton to arraign the doctrines of the Metho-
dist Church” long since promulged, or to
atternpt to stifile their utterance in the
month of one of their preachers? "The lie
berty of conscience, the right of opinion
anil” the freedom of speech, are guaded
and avsmed fo every man by the strongs
est injunctions of constitutional law—VFor
the abuse of these golden privileges with
intent to do wrong, every man is amena-
ble, hut to suppose that a winister of the
Mothodist Society, in the performance of
his loly dutics a3 a preacher, on a preat
occavion like 2 camp meeting, would felo-
nionsly attempt a conspiracy of the worst
soit aginst the laws of the state and the
lives of the people, is giving alatitude to




ciedulity, {hal no experignce, 10 reason
could wanant, and-can only be ascubed
to a furious attempt at the exercise of
power, which has grown intolerant for
the want of contioul, Democracy s a
surt of aboriginal state in politica which
requires a little of the checks and balanc-
es that experience inpose—the minds
which are congenial with democracy, or
which acquire a_congeniality by adopting
it for personal advancement, becowe intol-
erant in spitit, ferocivus in pawer, impa-
tient of controul—these are the seeds of
disorganization and revolution, and to
these the history of the woild proves that
democracy tends~The peoplo are the on-
ly legitimate source of power, they alone
ought to govern by their ci;ents selected
by themselves, but the people should take
care in sclecting those agents, not to con.
fide too implictly in the popularity of
titles or in the loudness of professions—
Titles are at best but empty things, and
professions are as deceptious as a summer
cloud,

In addition totlia we understand that
in the Missouri Territory, now expecting
tobe made a state by the next Cong ess,
and, which was alone excludpd the jast
upon a division jn Congress,” upon the
fuestion of slavery, thers have been the
most high handed attenipts againef the
Methodist Society, that have for ages been
manifested towards any religions denoms
ination of people—~We have not seen the
account, but we are assyred that in the
Missouri Territory (highly demociatic,
almost to a man) that the Methodist camp
meetings have been put down and dispers-
ed by force and power, because of the
doctiines they hold upon the subject of
slavery, .

Now, when we consider these things
calmly, it forces a conviction upon the
mind, that these mep who hold such pop-
ular political names, and such popular
political doctriney will when a little
older in power feel less restraint than
herétofore, and that “feeling power they
will forget vight” Ve are not of the
Methodist Chuich, and therefore cannot
be supposed to act or to speak from per-
.sonal motives os sectarian feelings; but be.
.ing of another denomination of christians,
jwe feel alarmed at the attempts we see
tmade against onesect; for in the persecu.
ltion of them, we may read s piobable at-
.tempt at all others; such bold and an-
gry designs bya predominent sct of men
lought to alarm all christemlom; at such
‘siglits all christendom ought to be in ar-

jmour—tiot appealing to the weapons of
steel or ot iton, but to fight the fight of
|fuith, with hesits of tortitude and deve-
(tion, with tungues unawed, with minds in-
tent upon 3 holy cause, Wo would not
1 robsuch men ol life, or of Kiberty, but
we Would strip them of power, we- would
‘I make the adder as haimlessas the dove.




Nut ohly on these things unjust aad
wrong in, tﬁem&ﬂves, but fhey hava the
worst tendency in society) L{ey tend to
unchristianize, they are the seedlings of
implacable discord, volcanoes of the most
destruetive matter. 1hat man most have
nearty approached to christian purity who
can without emotion or without a mur-

|mer see his own minister, of the gos-

pe} dhagged with contumely before a
court tnd anaigned 23 a ciiminal
for avowing the tencts of his church~E-
vents hike these mus? give rise to jealous-
ies, toanger & to revenge—they are caleu-
lated to sharpen these passions, that soci-

{ety is interested in subduing, and to pro-

duce religious conflicts as flerce as those
of politics, Let those then who have
brought about these things answer to it,
when the fiery zeal of religious prosolyt-
isw and mariyrdom shall rage. ‘Therels
nothing more combustible than religious
zeal; nothing more dendllv rancorous than
religious contests, Intoleranca issure to
t)mﬂuca the fitst, and persecution never
}\nilg tohreed the last,
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