
ftliiious persecution of the Methodists. 
The democratic party not contented 

with waging ft war of intolerance against 
ttair political adversaries, have commenc-
ed an af tack upon a christian sect of peo­
ple, in consemience of one of their clergy 
having held firth at a camp meeting these 
doctrines 'which peculiarly distinguish 
that church, 

The circumstances were as follows, viz. 
In August 1818, a camp meeting ot the 
Methodist Society, was held in Washing­
ton county, Md.aml the Rev. Jacob Gru-
ber, in the positive performance of his du­
ty, preached a seimon in which he spoke 
much on the subjtct of slavery from the 
scriptural text, "ltightcousness cxalteth a 
nation, but sin is Rreproach to any peo­
ple"—for the sentiments contained in 
this sermon, which were proved by his 
council on the tiial to be strictly conform­
able to the fundamental doctrines of his 
church, Mr. Gruber was arrested upon 
intormation, and gave bail for his appear­
ance at Washington county Court—A 
bill was found against him for "feloniously 
counselling, conspiring and attempting 
with Certain negroes toVai'ss an insur­
rection and rebellion in the state!' MrN 
Gruber finding ̂ impossible to procure a 
fair trial in (he highly democratic county 
of Washington, removed the case to 
Frederick county, where he obtained the 
services of Mcssts. Hoger li. Tawny, 
Robert N. Martin and — E — Pigman »* 
council in his defence. Mr, Gruber was 
clearly acquitted by the jury, and is re-
1 stored to the wishes of his friends, the 
aching hearts of his society, and to the 
pursuit of his holy functions. 

Can any thing more stitingly mark, the 
sentiments of intolerance and oppression 
which characterise any people than this? 
In Washington county, democracy is un-
controleil, it has no fear, no check, it tri­
umphs iii its strength and riots in its, pow­
er. An humble preacher of the gospel is 
almost torn from the pulpit, because he 
proclaims the doctrines of a christian 
Church, am) of that church he was an ap­
pointed minister. Mr. Gruber was not a 
iinely educated man, and may perhaps 
have delivered himself with a degree of 
bluntness and frankness that the delicate 
sensibility and refined taste of Democracy 
might loath—but yet his doctrines may 
not un that account have been less cor­
rect, his zeal less sincere, or his exemption 
from wicked designs less—The subject 
on which he treated was in policy a deli­
cate one, but in duty it was a serious one 
—wh^t right had the people of Washing­
ton to arraign the doctrines of the Metho­
dist Church long since piomulged, or to 
attempt to stiJQe their utteiance in the 
month of one of their preachers? The li­
berty of conscience, trie right of opinion 
and the freedom of speech, are guaided 
and aisuied to every man by the strong­
est injunctions of constitutional law—For 
the abuse of these golden privileges with 
intent to do wrong, every man is amena­
ble, but tfl suppose that a minister of the 
Methodist Society, in the performance of 
his holy duties as a preacher, on a giext 
occasion like a camp meeting, would felo­
niously attempt a conspiracy of the worst 
soitajtinst the laws of the state and the 
lives of the people, is giving a latitude to 



ciciluHtr, that no experience, iio reason 
could w.iriant.and-can only be aicnued 
to a furious uttempt at the exercise ol 
power, whuh IIM grown intolerant for 
the want ot contioul, Democracy is a 
sort of aboriginal state in politits'which 
requires a little of the checks and balanc­
es that expedience impose—the minds 
which are imigenial with democracy, or 
which acquire a congeniality by adopting 
it for personal advancement, become intol­
erant in spiiit, ferocious in power, impa­
tient of controul—these are the seeds of 
disorganisation and revolution, and to 
these the history of the woild proves that 
democracy tends—The people are the on­
ly legitimate source of power, they alone 
ought to govern by their cgents selected 
by themselves, but the people should take 
care in selecting those agents, not to con­
fide t»o implicitly in the popularity of 
titles or in the loudness of professions— 
Titles are at best but empty things, and 
professions are as deceptious as a summer 
cloud. 

In addition to this we understand that 
in the Missouri Territory, now expecting 
to be made a state by the next Congi ess) 
and, which was aloae excluded the last 
upon a division jn Congiess, upon the 
question of slavery, there have been the 
most high handed attempts against the 
Methodist Society, that ha\e for ages been 
manifested towards any religious denonv 
ination of people—We have not seen the 
account, but ive are assured that in the 
Missouri Territory (highly deinociaticf 
almost to a man) that the Methodist camp 
meetings have been put down and dispers­
ed by_ force and power, because of the 
doctiines they hold upon the subject of 
slavciy. 

Now, when we consider these things 
calmly, it forces a conviction upon the 
mind, that these mep who hold such pop­
ular political names, and such popular 
political doctrines' will when a little 
older in power feel less restiaint than 
heretofore, and that "feeling power they 
will linget right." We are not of„the 
Melhodibt Chuich, and therefore cannot 
be supposed to act or to speak from per­
sonal motives o." sectarian feelings; but be­
ing of another denomination of christians, 
we feel alarmed at tho attempts we sec 

I made against one sect; for in the pcrsecu-
I lion of them, we may read a piobable at­
tempt at all others; such bold and an­
gry designs by a prcuomincnt set ot men 
ought to alarm all Christendom; at such 
sights all Christendom ought to be in ar­
mour—not appealing to the weapons of 

j steel or ol iron, but to .fight the fight of 
fatth, with heads of fortitude and devo-

I tiou, with tongues unawed, with minds in­
tent upon a holy cause. Wo would not 

. i oh such men ol life, or ot liberty, but 
[ I He vVuuld strip them of power, we' would 

make, the adder as haimless as the dove. 



Nvtofalvon these things unjust a.id 
wrong in, themselves, but they havo the 
worst tendency in society) they tend to 
unchristiani^e, they are tne seedlings of 
implacable discord, volcanoes of the most 
destructive matter, l h a t m»n most have 
nearly approached to christian purity who 
can without emotion or without a mur-
mcr see his own minuter, of the gos­
pel diagged with contumely before a 
court and anaigned as a cttminal 
foi avowing the tenets of his church—K-
Vents like these must give rise to jealous­
ies, to anger & to revenge-they are calcu­
lated to sharpen those passions, that soci­
ety is interested in subduing, and to pio-
ducc religious conflicts as fierce as those 
of" politics. Let those then who have; 
biouglit about these things answer to it, 
when the fiery zeal of religious presbyt­
ism and martyrdom shall rage. There Is 
nothing more combustible than religious 
zeal; nothing more deadlv rancorous than 
religious contests. Intolerance is sure to 
piouW the fit st, and persecution never 
jails to breed the last. 


