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CHAPTER No.. /ﬁ :

AN ACT to propose an amendment to Section 52 of Article 111, fitle

e G0 b O 00 =1 o O W W B

-1 o &

Legislative Department, of the Constitution of this State, regu-
lating the making of appropriations by the General Assembly
of Maryland in regular session, and to provide for the sub-
mission of said amendment to the qualified voters of this State
for adoption or rejection.

Secriox 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Mary-
land, (three-fifths of all the members of each of the two
houges coneurring) that the following be and the same is
hereby proposed as an amendment to Section 52 of Article ITI,
title Legislative Department, of the Constitution of this State,
the same, if adopted by the legally qualified voters of the State,
as herein provided, to become Seetion 52 of Article IIT of
the Constitution of Maryland.

Sme, 52, The CGeneral Assembly shall not appropriate any
money out of the Treasury except in accordance with the fol-
lowing provisions:

Sub-Section A:

Every appropriation bill shall be either a Budget Bill, or a
Supplementary Appropriation Bill, as hereinafter mentioned.
Sub-Section B:
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First. Within twenty days after the eonvening of the Gen-
cral Assembly (exeept in the case of a newly elected Governor,
and then within thirty days after his inauguration), unless such
time ghall he extended by the General Assembly for the session
at which the Budget is fo be submitted, the Governor shall sub-
mit to the General Assembly two budgets, one for each
of the ensuing fiseal years. Each budget shall contain a
complete plan of proposed expenditures and estimated
revennes for the particular fiscal year to which it relates; and
shall show the estimated surplus or deficit of revenues at the
end of such year. Accompanying each budget shall be a state-
ment showing: (1) the revenues and expenditures for each of
the two fiseal years next preceding; (2) the current assets,
labilities, réserves and surplus or deficit of the State; (3) the
debts and funds of the State; (4) an estimate of the State’s
finaneial condition as of the beginning and end of each of the
fiscal years covered by the two budgets.above provided; (5) any
explanation the Governor may desire to make as to the im-

portant features of any budeget and any suggestion as to meth-

“ods for the reduction or inerease of the State's revenue.

Second. Each budget shall be divided into two parts,
and the first part shall be designated ‘‘Governmental
Appropriations’” and shall embrace an itemized -esti-

mate of the appropriations: (1) for the General Assembly

. as certified to the Governor in the manner hereinafter pro-

vided; (2) for the Execcutive Department; (3) for the Judici-
ary Department, as provided by law, certified to the Gov-
ernor by the Comptroller; (4) to pay and discharge the prin-
cipal and intervest of the debt of the State of Maryland in eon-
formity with Section 34 of Article 11T of the Constitution, and
all laws enaected in pursuance thereof; (5) for the salavies pay-
able by the State under the Constitution and laws of the State;
(6) for the establishment and maintenance throughout the
State of a thorough and efficient system of public schools in
conformity with Article VIIT of the Constitution and with the
laws of the State; (T) for such other purposes as are set forth

in the Constitution of the State.
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Third. 'The second part shall be designated ‘General Ap-

propriations,’’ and shall inelude all other estimates of appro-
priations.

The Governor shall deliver to the presiding officer of each
house the budgets and a bill for all the proposed appropria-
tions of the hudgets elearly ifemized and classified; and the
presiding officer of cach house shall promptly cause said bill
to be introduced therein, and such bill shall be known as the
““Budget Bill.”” The Governor may, before final action thereon
by the General Assembly amend or supplement either of said
budgets to eorrect an oversight or in ease of an emergeney, with
the consent of the General Assembly by delivering such an
amendment or supplement to the presiding officers of both
houses; and such amendment or supplement shall thereby be-
come a part of said budget bill as an addition te the items of
said bill or as a modification of or a substitute for any item of
gaid bill such amendment or supplement may affect.

The General Assembly ghall not amend the budget bill 8o asg to
affeet either the obligations of the State under Seeiion 34 of
Article TIT of the Constitution, or the provision made by the
laws of the State for the establishment and maintenance of a
system of publie gchools, or the payment of any salaries required
to be paid by the State of Maryland by the Constitution thereof ;
and the General Assembly may amend the bill by inereasing
or diminighing the items therein relating to the General
Asgembly, and by increasing the items therein rvelating to
the judiciary, but eseept as horeinhefore specified, may not
alter the said hill except to strike out or reduce items therein,
provided, however, that the salary or compensation of any
publie officer shall not be deecreased during his term of office;
and such bill when and as passed by both houses shall be a
law immediately without further aetion by the Governor.

Fourth. The Governor and such representatives of the execu-
tive departn:nents, boards, officers and commissions of the State
expending or applying for State’s moneys, as have been des-
ignated by the Governor for this purpose, shall have the right,
and when requested by either honse of the Legislature, it shall

be their duty to appear and be heard with respect to any hud-
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get bill during the consideration theveof, and to answer in-
quiries relative thereto.
Sub-Section C': Supplementary Appropriation Bills:

Neither house shall consider other appropriations until the
Budget Bill has been finally acted upon by beth houses, and no
stuch other appropriation shall be valid except in accordance
with the provisions following: (1) Every such appropriation
shall be embodied in a separate Dbill limited to some single
work, objeet or purpose therein stated and called herein a Sup-
plementary Appropriation Bill; (a) BEaeh Supplementary Ap-
prepriation Bill shall provide the revenue necessary to pay the
appropriation thereby made by a tax, diveet or indireet, to be
Jaid and collected as shall be divected in said Bill; (3) No
Supplementary Appropriation Bill shall become a law unless
it be passed in each house by a vote of a majority of the whole
number of the members elected ; and the yeas and nays recorded
on its final passage; (4) Each Supplementary Appropriation
Bill shall be presented to the Governor of the State as provided
in Section 17 of Artiele IT of the Constitution and thereafter
all the provisions of said Seetion shall apply.

Nothing in this amendnent shall be construed as preventing
the Legislature from passing at any time in aecordance with
the provisions of Section 28 of Article TII of the Constitution
and subjeet to the Governor’s power of approval as provided
in Section 17 of Article 1T of the Constitution an appropriation
bill to provide for the payment of any obligation of the State
of Maryland within the protection of Section 10 of Article I
of the Constitution of the United States.

Sub-Section D: General Provisions:

First. 1f the Budget Bill shall not have been finally acted
upon by the Legislature three days before the expiration of ifs
regular session, the Governor may, and it shall be his duty
to issue a proclamation extending the session for such further
period as may in his judgment be necessary for the passage of
sueh Bill; but no other matter thian such Bill shall be con-
sidered during such extended session except a provision for the
cost thereof.

Second. The Governor for the purpose of making up his
budgets shall have the power, and it shall be his duty, to re-
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quire from the proper State officials, including herein all ex-
ecutive  departments, all exceutive and  administrative
offices, bureaus, hoards, commissions and agencies expending
or supervising the expenditure of, and all institotions
applying for State moneys and appropriations, such item-
ized estimates and other information, in such form and
at such times as he shall direct. The estimates for the legis-
lative department, ecertified by the presiding officer of each
house, of the judiciarvy, as provided by law, certified hy the
Comptroller, and for the public schools, as provided by law,
shall be transmitted to the Governor, in such form and at snch
times as he shall direet, and shall be included in the hudget
without revision.

The Governor may provide for publie hearings on all esti-
mates and may vequire the attendance at such hearings of vep-
resentatives of all agencies, and of all institutions applying for
State moneys. After such public hearings he may in his
diseretion revise all estimates cxeept these for the legislative
and judiciary departments, and for the public schools as pro-
vided by law.

Third. The Legislature may, from time to time, enact such
laws, not inconsistent with this Seetion, as may be necessary and
proper to carry out its provisions.

Fourth. In the cvent of any inconsistency between any
of the provisions of this Seetion and any of the other
provisions of the Constitution, the provisions of this See-
tion shall prevail. But nothing herein shall in any man-
ner affect the provisions of Section 34 of Article ITT of the Con-
stitution or of any laws heretofore or herecafter passed in pur-
guance therveof, or be eonstrued as preventing the Governor
from calling extraordinary sessions of the Legislature, as pro-
vided hy Section 16 of Article II, or as preventing the Legis-
lature at such extraordinary sessions from econsidering any
emergency appropriation or appropriations.

If any item of any appropriation bill passed under the pro-
visions of this Seection shall be held invalid upon any ground,
such invalidity shall not affect the legality of the Bill or of
any other item of such Bill or Bills.
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Spe. 2. And be it enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That
the said foregoing Section hereby proposed as an amendment
to the Constitution shall at the next ensuing general election
being the presidential and congressional election, to be held on
the Tuesday next after the first Monday of November, nine-
teen hundred and sixteen, be submitted to the legal and quali-
fied voters of the State for their adoption or rejection in con-
formity with the directions contained in Article XTIV of the
Constitution of this State, and at the said election the vote on
said proposed amendment to the Constitution shall be by bal-
lot, and upon each hallot there shall be placed the following
synopsis of said amendment under the caption of

SCONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PROVIDING

FOR A BUDGET.”

““This amendment provides that the Governor shall present
to the Legislature soon after it is convened a Budget giving
a complete plan of proposed expenditures and estimated reve-
nues for the two succeeding fiseal years showing clearly any
saurplus or deficit in State funds. In these estimates he shall
make provision for the interest and sinking funds of all State
debts, for all salaries as fixed by law, and for the publie schools
as fixed by law. With regard to most other matters he may
revige the estimates presented to him either hy State officers
or State-aided institutions. The Legislature may not inerease
the estimates presented by the Governor or pass any additional
appropriation act except by a majority vote and must make
provision by tax for guch inerease or additional appropriation.
The Legislafure may not alter in an appropriation act the pro-
vision made by law for the State debt, or for the
judiciary, but may rednee all other items in the Governor’s

)

egtimates;’”’ and the words “For the Constitutional Amend-



SENATE BILL No. 76 7

32 ment”’ and ‘‘Against the Constitutional Amendment,’’ as now
33 provided by law, and immediately after said election due re-
34 turns shall be made to the Governor of the vote for and against
35 the proposed amendment, and further proceedings had in ae-

36 cordance with Artiele XIV of the Constitution.
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