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CHAPTER 416.

AN ACT to propose an amendment to the Constitution of this State
by adding a new Article thereto to follow immediately after
Article XI and to he known as Article XI-A, and to provide
for the submission of said amendment to the qualified voters

of this State for adoption or rejection.

1 SucrioN 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Mary-
2 land, (Three-fifths of all members of each of the two Iouses
3 coneurring), That the following Article to follow immediately
4  after Article XI and to he known as Article XI-A be and the
5 same is hereby proposed as an amendment to the Constitution
6 of this State, which Article, if adopted by the qualified voters
7 of thig State as herein provided, shall thereby by such adop-

8 tion be and become a part of the Constitution of this State.
ARTICLE XI-A. LOCAL LEGISLATION.

1 Segerton 1. On demand of the Mayor of Baltimore and

bo

City Council of the City of Baltimore, or on petition hear-
ing the signatures of not less than 20% of the registered voters
of said C'ity or any Clounty (Provided, however, that in any case

10,000 gignatures shall be sufficient to eomplete a petition), the
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Board of Election Supervisors of said City or County shall pro-
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vide at the next gencral or congressional eleetion, ocenrring after
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stich demand or the filing of such petition, tor the election of a
charter board of cleven registered voters of said City or five
registered voters in any sueh Counties. Nominations for mem-
bers for said charter board may be made not less than forty
days prior to said eleetion by the Mayor of Baltimore and S5
City Clouneil of the City of Baltimore or the County Commis-
sioners of sucﬂ County, or not less than twenty days prior to said
eleetion by petition bearing the signaturves written in their own
handwriting (and not by their mark) of not less than 5% of the
registered voters of the said Uity of Baltimore or said
County ; provided, that in any case Two thousand signatures of
registered voters shall be sufficient to complete any such nomi-
nating petition, and if not more than eleven registered voters of
the (Mity of Baltimore or not more than five registered voters
in any such County are so nominated their names shall not be
printed on the ballot, hut said eleven rvegistered voters in the
Clity of Baltimore or five in such County shall constitute said
charter boavd from and after the date of said election. At said
election the ballot shall contain the names of said nominees in
alphahetical order without any indication of the source of their
nomination, and shall alse be so arranged as to permit the voter
to vote for or against the ereation of said charter hoard, but the
vote east aguinst said ereation shall not be held to bar the voter
from expressing his choice among the nominees for said boarvd,
and if the majority of the votes east for and against the ereation
of said eharter bhoavd shall be against said ereation the election
of the members of said charter board shall be void: but if such
majority shall be in favor of the eveation of said charter board,
then and in that event the eleven nominees of the C'ity of Bal-
timore or five nominees m the County receiving the lavgest
number of votes shall eonstitute the eharter board, and said
charter board, or a majority thereof, shall prepave within six
months from the date of said election a charter or form of gov-
ernment for said eity or sueh eounty and present the same to the
Mayor of Baltimore or President of the Board of County (‘om-
missioners of such county, who shall publish the same in at least
two newspapers of general eiveulation published in said the Clity
of Baltimore or County within thirty days after it shall be re-

ported to him, Such eharter shall be submitfed to the voters of
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said City or Clounty at the next general or cnngl'essLmna] eleetion
after the report of said charter o said Mayor of Baltimore cr
President of the Board of C'ounty Commissioners; and if a ma-
jority of the votes cast for and against the adoption of said
charter shall be in favor of sueh adoption, the said charter from
and after the thirtieth days from the date of such eleetion shall
become the law of said Clity or County, subject only to the Clon-
stitution and Publie General Laws of this State, and any publie
local laws inconsistent with the provisions of said charter and
any former charter of said the City of Baltimore or County
shall be thereby hepealed.

Seo. 2. The General Assembly at its first session after the
adoption of this amendment shall by publie general law provide
a grant of express powers for such County or Counties as may
thereafter form a charter under the provisions of this Article.
Such express powers eranted to the Counties and the powers
heretofore granted to the City of Baltimore, as set forth in Ar-
ticle 4, Seetion 6, Publie Loeal Laws of Marviand, shall not be en-
larged or extended by any charter formed under the provisions
of this Article, but such powers may be extended, modified,
amended or repealed by the General Assembly.

Sec. 3. Every charter so formed shall provide for an elee-
tive legislative hody in which shall be vested” i;ilc law-making
power of said City or County. Such legislative body in the (ity
of Baltimore shall be known as the City Couneil of the City of
Baltimore. and in any County shall be known as the County
Couneil of the County. The c¢hief executive ofﬁr-m‘; if any such
charter shall provide for the election of such exeentive officer,
or the presiding officer of said legislative body, if such charter
shall not provide for the ecleetion of a chief exeeutive officer,
shall be known in the City of Baltimore as Mayor of Baltimore,
and in any County as the President of the County Couneil of
the Clounty, and all references in the Clonstitution and laws of
this State to the Mayvor of Baltimore and City Couneil of the
City of Baltimore or to the County Clommissioners of the (foun-
ties, shall be construed to refer to the Mayor of Baltimore and
ity Couneil of the iy of Baltimore and to the President and
County Counecil herein provided for whenever such construe-

tion would be veasonable. From and after the adoption of a
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charter by the‘("it}' of Baltimore, or any Cfounty of this State, as
hereinbefore provided, the Mayor of Baltimore and City Coun-
¢il of the City of Baltimore or the County Council of said
(founty, subjeet to the Constitution and Publie General Laws
of this State, shall have full power to enact local laws of said
City or County including the power to repeal or amend local
laws of said eity or county enacted by the General Asserably,
upon all matters covered by the express powers granted as
above provided; provided that nothing herein contained shall
be construed to authorize or empower the County Couneil of
any County in this State to enaet laws or regulations for any
incorporated town, village, or municipality in said County, on
any matter covered by the powers granted to said town, vil-
lage, or municipality by the Aet ineorporating it, or any sub-
sequent Acet or Aets amendatory thereto. Provided, however,
that the charters for the various Counties shall provide that
the County Couneil of the Clounties shall not sit more than one
month in each year for the purpose of enacting legislation for
such Counties, and all legislation shall he enacted during the
month so designated for that purpose in the charter, and all
laws and ordinances so cnacted shall he published onee a week
for three suecessive weeks in at least one newsgpaper published
in such Counties, so that the taxpayers and eitizens may have
notice thereof, This provision shall not apply to Baltimore
City.  All sueh local laws enacted by the Mayor of Baltimore
and City Couneil of the Uity of Baltimore or the Couneil of the
Counties as hercinbefore provided, shall be subject to the same
rules of interpretation as those mow applicable to the Public
Liocal Laws of this State, exeept that in case of any conflet he-
tween said local law and any Publie General Law now or here-
after enacted the Publie General Law ghall control.

Src. 4. From and after the adoption of a charter under the
provisions of this Article by the (ity of Baltimore or any Clounty
of this State, no publie local law shall be enacted by the General
Assembly for said City or County on any subjeet covered hy the
express powers granted as above provided. Any law so drawn
as to apply fo two or more of the geographical sub-divisions
of thiHlSia{'u shall not be deemed a Loeal Law, within the mean-

ing of this Aet. The term ‘‘geographical sub-division” herein
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used shall be taken to mean the City of Baltimore or any of the
Clounties of this State.

Spre. 5. Amendments to any charter adopted by the City of
Baltimore or hy any County of this State under the provisions
of this Article may be proposed by a resolution of the Mayor
of Baltimore and the City Couneil of said the City of Baltimore,
or the Couneil of said Clounty, or by a petition siened by not
less than 20% of the registered voters of said City or County,
provided, however, that in any case 10.000 sienatures shall he
sufficient to complete a petition, and filed with the Mayor of
Baltimore or the President of the Connty (‘ouneil, and when so
proposed shall be submitted to the voters of said ity or County
at the next general or congressional cleetion ocenrring after the
passage of sald resolution, or the filing of said petition; and if
at said eleetion the majority of the votes cast for and against
said amendment shall be in favor thereof, said amendment shall
be adopted and become a part of the charter of said City or
County from and after the thirtieth day after said cleetion.
Said amendments shall be published by said Mayor of Balti-
more or President of the County Couneil once a week for five
successive weeks prior to said eleetion in at least one newspaper
published in said City or County.

Seo. 6. The power heretofore conferred upon the General
Agsembly to preseribe the number, compensation, powers and
duties of the County Commissioners in each County, and the
power to make ehanges in Sections 1 to 6 inclusive, Article XI
of this Constitution, when expressly eranted as hereinbefore
provided, are herchy transferred to the voters of each County
and the voters of City of Baltimore, respectively, provided that
said powers so transferred shall be exercised only by the adop-
tion or amendment of a charter as hereinbefore provided ; and
provided further that this Article shall not be construed *m\ au-
thorize the exercise of any powers in excess of those conferred
by the Legislature upon said Counties or City as this Article
sets forth.

Sec. 7. The word ‘‘Petition’’ as used in this Article means
one or more sheets written or printed, or partly written and

partly printed; “‘Signature’ means the signature of a regis-

tered voter written by himself in his own handwriting (and
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not by his mark), together with the ward orv distriet and pre-
einet in which he is registered. The authenticity of such signa-
tures and the faet that the persons so signing arve registered
voters shall be evidenced by the affidavit of one or more reg-
istered voters of the ('ity or County in which said voters so
signing are registered, and one affidavit may apply to or cover
any number of signatures to such petition. The false signing
of any name, or the siening of any fietitious name to said peti-
tion shall be forgery, and the making any false affidavit in
connection with said petition shall be perjury. .

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the aforesaid Article hereby proposed as an amendment to
the Constitution shall be, at the next general election for mem-
bers of the General Assembly held in this State, submitted to
the legal and qualified voters thereof for their adoption or re-
jeetion in pursuance of the directions contained in Article XIV
of the Constitution of this State, and at the said General elec-
tion the vote on the said proposed amendment to the Constitu-
tion shall be by ballot, and upon each ballot shall be printed
the words, ““For Constitutional Amendment’’ and ‘‘Against

Constitutional Amendment’’ as now provided by law, and im-
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12 mediately after said election due return shall he made to the
13 Governor of the vote for and against said proposed amendment

14 as directed by said Fourteenth Artiele of the Constitution.

Approved: ApPR 16 1914
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President of the Senate.



