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George W.F. McMechan was a Baltimorean Attorney.  McMechan has many accomplishments and titles under his belt, and this paper will focus on his life.  The paper highlights his early beginnings as a child from West Virginia through his days as a practicing attorney in the Baltimore area.

George W.F. McMechan, the son of Mr. George M. and Mildred (Lacey) McMechan was born in Wheeling, West Virginia
 on October 29, 1871.
  McMechan attended Lincoln High School in Wheeling, West Virginia and from there he went on to attend Morgan College
 in Baltimore, Maryland.
  He graduated from Morgan College in 1895.
  McMechan was the first graduate of Morgan College after it changed from the Centenary Biblical Institute.  McMechan graduated with a Bachelors degree,
 and went on to pursue a law degree at Yale University.
  He obtained his law degree in 1899.
McMechan then traveled to Evansville, Indiana where he stayed for one year
 and then returned to Baltimore and continued to serve the Morgan College and Baltimore communities.

McMechan continued his commitment to education and to the Morgan College community while serving many years as a Trustee of Morgan College.
  McMechan was elected to the board of trustee of Morgan College in 1921 and served until 1939 when the college became a state institution.
  He also served as a manager of the Morgan Alumni Athletics from 1920 to 1950 and as trustee of the Morgan College Corporation from 1939 until his death.
  

McMechan was an outstanding Baltimore citizen serving on many boards and encouraging social development.  He was a member of the Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity (the Boulé), Gamma Chapter in Baltimore.
  In 1919 McMechan became the Grand Exalted Ruler of the Elks of the World.
  He served in this capacity as the Grand Exalted Ruler from 1920-1921.
  McMechan was the first African American and the first Baltimorean to server as the Grand Exalted Ruler.
  The Masons are another fraternal organization, where he enjoyed a membership.

McMechan’s political and legal affiliations in the Baltimore region included memberships with the local voters league and the Bar Association.  McMechan served as the assistant secretary for The Colored Republican Voters’ League of Maryland, Inc..
  He also served as chairman of the legal committee.
  The organization was compromised of many prominent lawyers, doctors, and lay persons in the Baltimore region.
  McMechan was a member as well of the Monumental Bar Association.
  He served as chairman of the Grievance committee.
  McMechan’s committee was appointed to investigate non-residents (African Americans) obtaining divorces in Maryland.
  His involvement with Bar Associations includes the National Bar Association, where McMechan served as a member of the convention committee.

His commitment to educational excellence did not end with Morgan College.  Former governor Theodore R. McKeldin appointed McMechan the first African American to the Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners in 1944.
  McMechan was selected out one out of three possible appointees, Roszel C. Thomsen, an attorney named president of the board and Dr. J. Ben Robinson, dean of the University of Maryland law school.
  The appointment of McMechan was a fulfillment of the mayor’s promise, that one of his appointees would be African-American.
  The appointment of McMechan was a surprise to himself as well as the public, at that time it was rumored that a former Morgan State President would get the position or that it would go to the grand Master of the Masons.
  McMechan was the fist African American to serve on the school board and the second appointee.
  Today, High/Middle School #144 for Special Needs children is named after McMechan, for his commitment to the Baltimore Community.

McMechan was an accomplished businessman.  He served as director of the Banneker Building,located on 14 E. Pleasant Street.
  This building housed a number of professional offices including the partnership of Hawkins and McMechan.
  The building was the first office complex solely established for African American professionals.

McMechan served as legal counsel to several investment firms along with challenging discrimination laws in the State of Maryland.  McMechan served as counsel to: Helping Hand Savings and Loa assistance, Patapso Park Building and Loan assistance, North Side Perpetual Building and Loan Assistance, and Mutual Benefit Insurance Company.

It is unclear how McMechan teamed up with W. Ashibie Hawkins, but they have similar associations out side of sharing a law practice.  McMechan and Hawkins were both members of the Boulé, but this was after they became associated with the firm.
  Hawkins also attended Morgan College, but graduated in 1881 almost fourteen years prior to McMechan.
  Hawkins was a known civil rights attorney in the Baltimore area outspoken against any manifestation of race prejudice.
  McMechan and Hawkins continued to practice together for many years.  McMechan and Hawkins moved their practice from 21 E. Saratoga Street, St. Paul
 to 14 East Pleasant Street in Baltimore.

As many African American professionals like McMechan continued to experience success and began to establish themselves in the community they began to experience many problems after the era Plessy v. Ferguson
.  One area this problem arose is within the arena of housing.  McMechan caused widespread concern in Baltimore when he moved his family to what was then a predominately Causation neighborhood.  Petitions were filed with the Mayor of Baltimore to prevent additional African Americans from moving to various places in Baltimore City.
  Although, McMechan was never involved as a defendant for any housing violations he served as counsel in State of Maryland v. John H. Gurry.
  

McMechan and Hawkins argued for the defendant, John H. Gurry, charged with violating a Segregation Ordinance 221 when he moved in to a Caucasian neighborhood.  The trial court with Judge Ellicott presiding ruled for a motion to dismiss.  The reasoning was that the Ordinance if strictly applied was unenforceable.  The Court of Appeals of Maryland limited it decisions to sections one and two of the Ordinance since those were the grounds for Mr. Gurry’s indictment.  The Appellate court held that the Ordinance was invalid and the Ordinance was affirmed.  However, weeks later the legislature passed a new ordinance with corrections to pass constitutional muster.

McMechan and Hawkins argued the State of Maryland v. Jenkins
 in a case challenging the constitutionality of a Maryland statute prohibiting the same seating for individuals of a different race.  Mr. Jenkins, an African American male, refused to take a seat when an authorized conductor informed him of what seat he should occupy.  McMechan argued on behalf of Mr. Jenkins that the legislation for the separate seating was void and unconstitutional.  The trial court, Judge Ellicot presiding, dismissed the case, but the plaintiffs appealed to the Court of Appeals of Maryland State and prevailed.  

Mc McMechan was married to Anna L. Mason with whom he had three daughters: Mrs. Edith Blake, Mrs. Catherine Wilson, Mrs. Mildred Allen, and Mrs. Georgeanna Chester.
  At the time of his death he had two sisters, Mrs. Ethel Jones and Miss Mamie McMechan, four nieces, and 2 grandchildren.

McMechan continued to practice law in the Baltimore area for more than 60 years.
  He continued to contribute to his community monetarily through various donations.  The legacy of George W.F. McMechan is still alive and present in Maryland.  Evidence of his commitment to the Baltimore Community is present with the George W.F. McMechan building at Morgan State University and with the High/Middle School that carries his name.
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