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As the daughter of Dr. Lillie Mae Carroll Jackson, Juanita Jackson Mitchell grew up in an atmosphere of civil activism.  In 1935, Dr. Jackson began her career as longtime president of the Baltimore branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
.  Through Dr. Jackson’s tremendous efforts, the Baltimore NAACP became one of the most powerful branches on the Eastern seaboard, and had more than 17,000 members by 1946
.  Lillie Jackson was an inspirational figure in her daughter’s life.  In speaking of her mother’s influence on her, Juanita said, “My mother trained us to be committed to the struggle…She was a wise woman…She knew how great the struggle was and how few the soldiers in freedom’s army.”
  Juanita emulated her mother so much that Judge Joseph L. Carter of the Baltimore City Supreme Bench would later write, “As I observed Mrs. Mitchell over the last twenty years, I saw in her many of the exceptional attributes of her mother, Dr. Lillie M. Jackson.”
  Upon reflection of Juanita’s life, one writer commented that she deserved the same epitaph chosen for her mother: “Servant of God, Champion of the People, Mother of Freedom.”
 


Juanita’s family roots can be traced as far back as 1801, when her great-great grandfather, William Bowen, was born a free man in Montgomery County, Maryland
.  The Bowens engaged in the profession of building churches and businesses near the Quaker settlement of Sandy Spring.  Juanita’s grandmother married a descendent of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, a signer of the Declaration of Independence.


Juanita Elizabeth Jackson was born to Keiffer Albert Jackson and Lillie Mae Carroll Jackson on January 2, 1913 in Hot Springs, Arkansas
.  Juanita had one older sibling, Virginia, and two younger siblings, Marion and Bowen Keiffer
.  In the early years, the Jackson family traveled extensively as a result of Keiffer’s occupation of showing movies
.  In those times, many blacks could only see movies in the basement of their church
.  While Juanita was still a young child, the family moved to Baltimore
.  

Juanita attended the public schools of Baltimore City.  When she graduated from Frederick Douglass High School with honors in 1927, Juanita was just fourteen years old
.  In a 1972 letter nominating Juanita for the prestigious award of “Mother of the Year,” Mary Goode Clark, Juanita’s twelfth grade English teacher, noted many of her outstanding achievements in high school.  She referred to Juanita as ambitious in the sense that she chose challenging courses that she believed would be of service later in life
.  Mrs. Clark also commented, “Completing class assignments in advance of her classmates, she would either request additional work or share her knowledge with those lacking her opportunities.  She was neither arrogant nor selfish.”
  Juanita’s achievements extended beyond the classroom and into the extra-curricular arena.  She appeared in many of the school’s theatrical presentations, and won the McCard Medal for excellence in declamation
.  

  Immediately following her secondary education, Juanita went on to attend college.  She attended Morgan State College in Baltimore for two years
.  However, because Morgan was a struggling Methodist college for blacks, Juanita’s mother found the institution to be unaccredited.  Because of their belief in the critical importance of good education, her parents insisted that she get a first-class education.  This seemed impossible in Maryland.  Juanita’s race prohibited her study at the University of Maryland and at Johns Hopkins University
.  Juanita’s aunt lived in Philadelphia, and her older sister, Virginia, had been studying art there for two years.  Like Juanita, Virginia had also been denied the opportunity of higher education in Baltimore because of her race.  Juanita and her mother traveled to Philadelphia in search of educational opportunities for Juanita.  Sure enough, in September 1929 Juanita transferred to the University of Pennsylvania.

Juanita was eighteen years old when she graduated cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania with a Bachelor in Education in 1931
.  Juanita’s experiences at the University of Pennsylvania taught her that there was a world more tolerant of racial difference.  In a speech to students of her alma mater, Juanita said, “At Penn I was able to lose my fear of white people…Gradually, I shed the shell I had brought with me to Pennsylvania, which had made me reticent, afraid to venture, afraid to speak up because of anticipated insults, expected rejection…It gave me confidence in my own ability.  It did something for me that lasted all my life.  I might be denied equality of opportunity but I knew I was not inferior.”
  The “shell” that Juanita spoke of developed in a state that did not accept blacks in its community.  In her speech, Juanita recalled the mean-spiritedness of Baltimore.  She spoke of lynchings and court-enforced racial ghettos.  Blacks couldn’t be firemen, policemen, social workers, or telephone operators.  While blacks were permitted to be teachers, the school system was completely segregated.   

Juanita’s parents made sacrifices in order for her and her siblings to obtain a first-class education.  They warned their children, “Now when you get it, you’re not to come back home and segregate yourselves with an intelligentsia.  We’re giving you what we didn’t get as a trust.  You’re to use it to help your people.”
  Juanita certainly learned this important lesson.  Mary Goode Clark, one of Juanita’s high school teachers, commented that it was on the university level where Juanita “became aware of the needs of the group and took an interest in work for the civic and social betterment of society.”
  And Juanita never lost sight of her roots.  Her Baltimore home on Druid Hill Avenue stood in the heart of the black community amongst abandoned buildings, coin laundries, and corner stores.  One journalist has commented that Juanita “lived right in the middle of the poverty of her people,” whereas another historian has remarked that her home “served as a staging ground for civil rights strategies for forty years.”
  Juanita once said, “If I am going to help poor people I have to live near where they live.”
  

Juanita was dedicated to public service, with a particular interest in Maryland’s youth population.  Shortly after graduating from the University of Pennsylvania in 1931, Juanita began her career as a civil rights activist when she founded the City-Wide Young People’s Forum
.  The Forum was held every Friday night at the Sharp Street Church and featured national leaders as speakers
.  The Forum was used as a vehicle for raising the consciousness of Baltimore’s oppressed black community and for crusading racial injustice
.  One of the central goals of the organization was locating jobs for blacks during the Depression
.  In a letter commending Juanita on her continued involvement in the Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church, the church’s pastor, Richard Clifford, noted the organization of the City-Wide Young People’s Forum as her most significant accomplishment.  He summarized the various purposes of the Forum, which included “bringing experts from various fields to discuss problems of the day; open avenues of creative employment for young people; and establish an intelligent, trained young people’s leadership in community activities.”
  

In the same year Juanita established the City-Wide Young People’s Forum, her mother, Lillie Jackson, formed an advisory council to address racial problems in Baltimore
.  The council meetings attracted large numbers of young people, and provided education, discussion, and opportunities for social action
.  The two groups, headed by mother and daughter, launched a “Buy Where You Can Work” campaign to break down economic discrimination
.  The activities undertaken by these two groups eventually led to the revival of the Baltimore branch of the NAACP, which had been chartered in 1913
.

Juanita’s other involvement with youth included a job as a vocational teacher in the Baltimore public school system from 1932 to 1934
.  While still concerned with issues affecting young people, Juanita decided to join her mother in working for the causes of the NAACP.  In 1933, at age twenty, Juanita served as a youth delegate to the NAACP’s Second Amenia Conference
.  Also beginning in 1933, Juanita spent three successive summers traveling throughout the country for the Bureau of Negro Work and the Department of Young People’s Work of the Sharp Street Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church, speaking and teaching courses on Race Relations
.  

When Juanita decided to pursue graduate studies in 1934, the University of Maryland was still closed to blacks
.  Therefore, she returned to the University of Pennsylvania, and earned a master’s degree in sociology in 1935
.  In September 1935, Juanita joined the national staff of the NAACP
.  From 1935 to 1938, in her capacity as special assistant to Walter White, Executive Secretary of the NAACP, Juanita developed the NAACP’s youth and college division in New York City
.  In describing her experiences as the NAACP’s first National Youth Director, Juanita recalled, “For three years I traveled all over this country, but mainly in the south, organizing young people, challenging young people that this is America, this is a democracy.  In states that were as bad as mine and even worse, I tried to tell them that we can effect change.”
 

On September 7, 1938, Juanita married Clarence Mitchell, Jr. in the Sharp Street Memorial United Methodist Church.  The couple had met at a Young People’s Forum meeting while Clarence was working as a reporter for the Baltimore Afro-American
.  When the couple wed, Clarence had just accepted a new job as Executive Director of the St. Paul Urban League in Minnesota
.  In the two or so years that the couple lived in Minnesota, their first son, Clarence, III, was born.  After returning to Baltimore in early 1941, they had three more sons, Keiffer Jackson, Michael Bowen, and George Davis Mitchell.  

Once in Baltimore, Clarence began an impressive career as a nationally known civil rights leader in Washington D.C.
.  From 1950 until 1979, he served as the director of the Washington bureau of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
.  As the organization’s chief congressional lobbyist, he rallied enough votes to pass the Civil Rights Bill in 1957, Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the Fair Housing Act of 1968
.  In a 1968 letter to Clarence from the Washington, D.C. Attorney General’s office, Sol Lindenbaum noted that the preamble to Title VIII of the Civil Rights bill read, “This title shall be known as the Mitchell Act.”
  Mr. Lindenbaum concluded, “I shall always think of it so.”
  As a result of his work in D.C., Clarence earned the title of the “101st Senator,” and in 1980 was awarded the Medal of Freedom by President Jimmy Carter
.  When Clarence passed away in 1984, Jimmy Carter sent Juanita a letter of sympathy in which he wrote, “You can take comfort in knowing that Clarence Mitchell leaves to all Americans a future of greater freedom and justice.”

Both dedicated to public service, Juanita and Clarence formed a team in the fight for civil equality for blacks.  Juanita once said, “My husband and I had an almost total commitment to the struggle for freedom…Clarence and I had this commitment of urgency, and of giving our all to the struggle.”
  One historian has noted that the union of Juanita Jackson and Clarence Mitchell “brought together two people committed to the battle for civil rights.”

After their marriage in 1938, Juanita Jackson Mitchell continued in the fight for human rights with greater force than ever.  In 1940, President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Juanita to the White House Conference on Children
.  The year 1942 was a busy one for the freedom fighter.  In April, she directed a Citizens’ March of two thousand people on the State Capital of Annapolis.  This successful event resulted in her appointment to the Governor’s Interracial Commission, the appointment of additional black policemen, and the investigation of police brutality
.  In that same year, she directed the first NAACP city-wide Register and Vote Campaign, which resulted in eleven thousand new voters
.

Under Lillie Jackson’s leadership, the attorneys of the Baltimore NAACP began filing cases challenging the University of Maryland’s refusal to admit blacks
.  As a result of this effort, the University of Maryland was required to open its law school to blacks in the 1940’s
.  Juanita became one of the first blacks to attend
.  Juanita attended law school at night, and worked as a teacher and raised her children during the day
.  Despite her numerous responsibilities outside of school, Juanita still managed to become the first black student to serve on the Editorial Board of the Law Review from 1946 until 1950
.  Near her graduation, Juanita was presented the Maryland Law Review Scroll of Honor by Dean Roger Howell
.  In 1950, Juanita became both the first black woman to graduate from the University of Maryland School of Law and the first black woman to practice law in Maryland
.  

After being admitted to the bar in 1950, Juanita was admitted to practice before the Court of Appeals of Maryland, the U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, and the U.S. Supreme Court
.  In a 1972 Baltimore Sun article, Juanita was quoted as saying, “I’ve found that the best ways to fight are with the ballot, through educating public opinion and through the courts.”
  Now equipped with a law degree, Juanita Jackson Mitchell opened her own law practice on Druid Hill Avenue, and took her fight to the courts
.  As a successful and determined lawyer, she fueled the desegregation movement in Maryland by challenging the state’s practices in the nation’s highest court.  She filed her first case in 1950 aimed at eliminating racial segregation at Baltimore City municipal swimming pools and municipal and state beaches, including Fort Smallwood Municipal Beach and Sandy Point State Beach
.  Five years later, she won this case in the U.S. Supreme Court
.  

In 1953, Juanita was counsel in the Baltimore school desegregation suits against Mergenthaler Printing School and Western High School
.  Through her efforts, Baltimore became the first southern city to integrate its public schools following the 1954 Supreme Court decision of Brown v. Board of Education
.  In 1965, Juanita won yet another Supreme Court desegregation case which led to the integration of Maryland restaurants
.  

Another successful case, known as the “Veney Raid” case, arose from warrantless mass searches of private homes of blacks
.  The Baltimore City Police Department conducted these searches following a series of heinous crimes committed by two blacks
.  As counsel for black homeowners, Juanita sought to enjoin the Baltimore City Police Commissioner from any further searches
.  Juanita won this case in the U.S. Court of Appeals in September 1966
.  Following this victory, in June 1967, Juanita was elected as a delegate from the Fourth Legislative District to the Constitutional Convention of Maryland
.

In speaking of the NAACP’s legal victories in challenging segregation in Baltimore, Juanita said, “Those were thrilling times.  It was thrilling to see what a people can do to liberate themselves, and thrilling to see how it can catch on, and thrilling to see how the decent element will respond and help.”
 

Throughout her legal career, Juanita Jackson Mitchell maintained an active involvement in various national and community activities.  In 1957 and 1960, Juanita directed two additional NAACP Register and Vote Campaigns, which placed a total of 51,000 new voters on the books
.  In 1963, President Kennedy appointed Juanita to the White House Conference on Women and Civil Rights
.  In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed her to the White House Conference on fulfilling the rights associated with the Conference on Children, to which she had been appointed in 1940.  Juanita served as co-chairman of the Mayor’s Task Force Committee on Police-Community Relations from 1965 to 1967, and as chairman of the Model Cities Education Committee from 1968 to 1969.  In 1970, Juanita co-founded Freedom House.  

Clarence and Juanita successfully produced a third generation of Jackson-Mitchell civil rights activists to join in the struggle for freedom.  In fact, Juanita has been considered the matriarch of Maryland’s first civil rights family
.  A graduate from the University of Maryland Law School, Michael Bowen entered the legal profession and formed the firm of Mitchell, Mitchell and Mitchell with his parents
.  In 1975, he was elected to the Baltimore City Council
.  Their eldest son, Clarence III, also pursued a career in politics, becoming the youngest African-American in the Maryland General Assembly as a state Senator from Baltimore
.  Keiffer became chief resident of internal medicine at Greater Baltimore Medical Center, and George managed the family property
.  In terms of their political activism, the Mitchell-Jackson family has been analogized to the Kennedys
.  

Juanita was very proud of her sons’ involvement in the cause.  She once said, “The most beautiful thing about our sons was that they never protested our total commitment.  They never argued about it.  They never rebelled at it.  They came in and joined us as comrades in arms and helped us do it.”
  People outside the family also recognized and commended the Mitchell sons on their contribution to the community.  In a letter addressed to Judge Moreland nominating Juanita for Mother of the Year, Thomas D’Alesandro wrote, “She has provided the community with a fine family whose children have won the respect and admiration of the people of our city.  Their fields of endeavor in government, medicine, social and civic activities have helped to establish the Mitchell family as one of the pillars of our community.”
   


Juanita’s tremendous efforts throughout her career won her various notable awards.  In February 1972, several people joined together in nominating Juanita for the esteemed “Mother of the Year Award.”  Among Juanita’s endorsers were Joseph L. Carter, a judge on the Baltimore City Supreme Bench; D. D. Pomerleau, the Baltimore City Police Commissioner; Thomas J. D’Alesandro III, a fellow Baltimore attorney; Mary Goode Clark, her twelfth grade English teacher; and Josephine O. Young, daughter of the 1953 Virginia State Mother of the Year
.  Letters written to Judge Allene L. Moreland, Chairman of the Maryland State Mother’s Committee, commended Juanita on her outstanding achievements not only as a mother, but also as a professional.  Police Commissioner Pomerleau wrote, “Five years of observing the attributes of the candidate qualify me to attest to her sincerity of purpose, uprightness and courage as a civic minded citizen, professional career woman and a mother.”
   Thomas D’Alesandro similarly noted, “Mrs. Mitchell not only personifies the best as far as a mother, but at the same time has established for herself an outstanding career in the legal profession of our community.”

Other awards for achievement include: Opportunity Magazine’s Certificate of Recognition, 1942; National Council of Negro Women Award for Special Distinction in the Field of Law, 1959; National NAACP Award for Outstanding Achievement in Voter Registration Campaigns, 1961; Afro-American Honor Roll, 1961; the National Sojourner Truth Meritorious Service Award, 1962; Mother of the Year Award, 1963; Distinguished Citizens Award of the Sophists’ Club of Charles Houston Junior High School, 1964; National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs, Eastern Region, 1967; Loyola College Andrew White Award for Distinguished Public Service, 1971; Black American Law Students Association, University of Maryland School of Law, Bicentennial Award, 1976; Virginia Union University Alumni Association, Miles W. Connor Distinguished Service Award, 1978; Distinguished Scholar in Residence, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, University of Pennsylvania, 50 years Alumnus, 1981; Honorary Doctorate of Laws Degree, Morgan State University, 1984; Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Award by National Education Association for Applying Martin Luther King Jr.’s Non-violent Philosophy and Techniques for Achievement of Human Relations and Civil Rights Goals, 1985
.


Most recently, in March 1987, Governor William Donald Schaefer inducted Juanita Jackson Mitchell into the Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame.  Fellow honorees included Clara Barton, founder of American Red Cross, Frances Watkins Harper, abolitionist orator, poet and novelist, Mary Shaw Shorb, research scientist, and Helen Brooke Taussig, the founder of pediatric cardiology
.  In the year preceding Juanita’s induction, her mother, Lillie Carroll Jackson, was honored with the same award
.  In 1985, Harriett Tubman was one of the first five women to be inducted into the Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame
.


On July 7, 1992, Juanita Jackson Mitchell, at age 79, died at the University of Maryland Hospital after suffering a heart attack and stroke in her home
.  She left behind two siblings, Virginia and Bowen, her four sons, fifteen grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren
.  Among those attending her funeral service included Governor William Donald Schaefer, Congressman Kweisi Mfume, Senator Barbara Mikulski and Honorable Robert M. Bell
.  At her service of triumph, Juanita was eulogized as “The Long Distance Runner on the Road to Freedom.”
  Governor Schaefer reflected on Juanita’s extraordinary life: “She was a strong proponent of civil rights and truly was a leader, never losing her vision in what she believed.  She was an inspiration, a fighter, and she never deviated from her principles.”

Towards the end of a lifetime dedicated to civil equality, Juanita Jackson Mitchell expressed a concern for younger generations.  In 1983, she said, “Look what has happened in this State.  The integrated schools, the barriers that have fallen in voting rights.  When we started out, we had no laws, no legal precedents.  And I think we’ve been so busy tearing down the walls that have separated our society that our children have come into this world of new opportunities and freedoms with no sense of what we went through to get here.”  Five years before her death, Juanita echoed some of these same concerns, and urged a remembrance on the part of youth of the historical battle for freedom.  In an interview with a journalist, she said, “Young people today…don’t have any guts.  They don’t want to file suit, stir things up.  They are afraid.  That’s why it is so important that the history of the struggle is not forgotten.”
  

While there are innumerable lessons to be learned from the life of Juanita Jackson Mitchell, perhaps the most significant is to approach life with an awareness of the struggle of those who came before us.  In reflecting on Juanita’s life, a journalist has said, “Kids take too much for granted.  They might not understand the humiliations she’d helped overcome for them, the fights to integrate schools and libraries and water fountains, the indecencies of walking into a department store and not being able to try on the very garment you might want to buy.”
  Juanita Jackson Mitchell’s name deserves to be more than a passing reference in a history lesson; her name symbolizes the rise to freedom for blacks in Maryland.
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