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Equal Rights In Parks

Mencken Calls Tennis’
Order Silly, Nefarzous

1 ’ By H. L. MENCKEN
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whole mlc!e may not be rebrinted without special permission.d

" When, on July 11 last, 3 gang of
so-called Progressives,-white and
black, went to Druid Hill Park to
stage an inter-racial tennis combat,
and were collared and jugged by
the cops, it became instantly. im.
possible for anyone to discuss the
matter in a’ newspaper, ‘save, of
course, to report impartially the

proceedings in court.

The impediment lay in the rules
of the Supreme Bench, and the aim
of the rules is to prevent the trial
of criminal cases by public outery.
and fulmination. I am, and have
always been, in, favor of ‘that aim,
1 was in favor of it, in fact, long
before  any of the Judges,_now
cxtant-arose to the bench from the
underworld of the bar, and I
argued for it at great length in
the columns of the Sunpapers.

But four months is a long while
for journalists to keep silent‘on an
important public matter, and if
bust out now it is simply and solely
because I believe that the-purpose
of the rule has been sufficiently
achieved, The accused have. had
their day in court, and. no public
clamor, whether pro or con, has
corrupted " the judicial process,
Seven, it ‘appears, have been ad-
.judged guilty of conspiring to as-
semble unlawfully and fifteen
nthers have hean turned loose.

Ta be sure, the condemned have
petitioned the Supreme Bench, sit-
ting en banc, for new trials, but it

is not my understanding that the
rule was designed to protect the
reviewing lucubrations of the Su-
preme, Bench, .1 simply can't
imaginé its members being swayed
by newspaper chit-chat: as well’
think of them being swayed.by the
whispers of politicians, Moreaver,
I have no desire to sway them, but
am prepared to accept their de-

cision, whatever it is, with loud

hosannahs, convinced in conscience
that it is soifid in both law and
logie, As for the verdict of Judge
Moser below, I accept it on the
same terms precisely. :

Bu. there remains an underlying
guestion, and it deserves-to be con-
sidered seriously and without any
reference whatever to the cases
lately at bar, 1t is this: Has the Park
Board any right in law to forbid
white and black citizens, if they are
so inclined, to join in.harmless
games together on public play-
grounds? Again: Is such a prahibi-
tion, even supposing that it is law-
\ful. supported, by anything to.be
rmmd in enmmon sense and com-
mon decency? - . .

I do not undertake to answer thc
first question, for I am too’ ignorant
of law, but my answer to the sec-
ond is a loud and unequivocal No.
A free .citizen in a, free state, it
seems to me, has an inalienable

|

right to play with whomsoever he
will, so long as he does not disturb |
the general peace, If any other
citizen, offended by the speclacle,
makes a - pother, then that other|
citizen, and not the man exercising
his inalicnable right, should be put
down by the police,

- Qe

Certainly it is astoundmg to fmd
so .much of the spirit of the
Georgla Cracker surviving in the
Maryland Free State, and under of-
ficlal auspices. .The public. parks
are supported by the taxpayer,-in-
cluding the colored taxpayer, for
the health -and pleasure- of thd
whaole people. Why should cops be
sent into them to separate those
people. against their 'will: into

but the

separate herds? Why should the
law set up distinctions and discrimi-
nations which the persons directly
affected themselves reject?

1f .the park tennis courts were
free to all comers ne white person
would hé compelied to take on a
colored’ opponent if he didn't care
to. There would be no such vexa-
tious and disingenuous pressure as
is embodied, for example, in the|
Hon.. Mr. Truman's Fair Employ-
ment Practices Act, No one would
be invaded In his privacy, Any
white player could say yes or no to
a colored challenger, and any
colored player could say yes or no
to a white. But when both say yes,
why on earth should anyone else
object?

It is high time that all’ such rellcs
of Ku Kluxry be wiped: out in
Maryland. The position of the
colored people, since the political
revolution of 1895, has been gradu-
ally improving in the State, and it
has already reached a point sur
passed hy few other states. But
therenis still plenty of room for
further ‘advances, and it is irritat-
ing indeed to see one of them
blocked by silly Dogberrys. The
Park Board rule is irrational and]
nefarious, It should be got Tid of
forthwith .

—C— N N
of equal, and maybe even warse
itrationality is the rule regarding
golf-playing on the public links,
whereby colored players ean play

on certain links only on certain
davr. Aﬁd white nla\mrc mnlu nn

certain othcr days. It would be hard
'to imagine anything more ridicu.
lous, Why should a man of one race,
_playing in forma pauperis at the
taxpayers’ expense, be permitted
:to exclude men of another race?
Why should beggars be {urned
mto such peculiarly obnoxious
choosers?

I speak of playing in forma PYU-
peris, and that is precisely what I
mean. Golf is- an sexpensive game,
and should he played only by per-
sons. who can afford it, It is as
absurd for a poor man to deck
himself in its togs and engage in its
witléss gyrations .as’ it would be
for him to array himself as a gen-
eral in the army. If he can't afford
it he should avoid it, as self-re-
specting people always avoid what
they ean't afford. The doctrine that
the taxpayer should foot the bills
which make a bogus prince of pelf

of him is New Dealism at its worst,
——0«—-—

1 am really astonished that the
public golf links attraet any ap-
preciable. enlnred natronage. 'Nm
colored- people; despmte the con-
tinued . efforts of .white frauds ‘to
make fools of them, generally keep
their heads and’ retain their sense |
of humor. If there are any ap-|
preciable number of them who can
actually afford . golf, : then they
should buy some convenient cow-
| pasture and set'up grounds of their
own. And the whites who pcsture
at the taxpayer's expense should\
dothe same.

In_ answer to s]l the Ioregoing 1
expect confidently to hear the argu-
ment: that _the' Jate mixed tennis
matches were not on the leve, but‘
were arranged by. Communists to
make trouble, So far as I am aware
this may be true, but it seems to
e to be irrelevant, What gave the‘
Communists . their- chance was the
existence. of the Park Board's rule.
If: §t had carried’ on its business
with more sénse they: would have
been bafﬂed . The way to ‘dispose of

their ch:eanems is.not fight them
when thev are right
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