12/20/01

Note to Emily et. al  from ECP re: citations to archival material:

In this affidavit we have three ‘types’ of archival records we are citing,  paper archival series, microfilm archival series, and government publications.

Our stand format for these should be:

AGENCY, (Series),  item title—often including date, and information generally contained on the folder or the salutation, etc.--,  MSA [series/collection acronym]  [series number]-[series unit number]-[and, where applicable, item or folder number]

We do not need to include any of the old accessioning information, or location, although on the circulation slip/SL/IS order, these would prove administratively helpful and can be included in correspondence that we know will be returned to us for imaging orders, but definitely not in legal or anyother kind of formal citation for court or publication purposes.

Short title citations need only be MSA  [series/collection acronym]  [series number]-[series unit number]-[and, where applicable, item or folder number]

Using the short title we should be able to find any series unit in our catalogue on line (probably by only using GOOGLE at the moment, but there is hope for the future with the work Greg is doing on our own search engines).

This is NOT true for government publications (acronym GPx, with the x meaning Diane’s idiosyncratic organizational letter for the subdividing of the collection).  Government pubs need to be sought in the Government Publications database which is not searchable by any web-based external search engines like Google.  This is a problem I hope we overcome someday, but until we have govpub loaded into the equivalent of an ecpclio server we MUST use the only index access, i.e. the GOVPUB search engine.  There the short tile will work and indeed only the sub lettering (e.g. L for ‘laws’) and the number will find you the full entry and (I hope) its location.

With regard to archival series on film, only the MSA plus [series acronym such as SM for State Agency Microfilm] plus the film number, with possibly the image number is necessary as a short title and for retrieval of the film.  I know that the Accession number on the listing of film is confusing and our web catalog listings should be corrected, but all you need to get to the film is the MSA no.   A full citation would also include the image number.

If any of the sources appear on the Archives of Maryland site, the citation system is infinitely easier.  Then you need only to cite the url to the page or pages.

From a philosophical standpoint my observations to Mr. Sullivan hold for all research and citations produced by the staff:

1) It would appear from our records (Karen is on her honeymoon) that we did not supply you with the proper citations for the records you chose to use.  I will have the affidavit re-typed on my stationery and returned to you in the morning with correct citations.

The reason why the Archives is as helpful as it is in ferreting out useful evidence  is because we do have a management and citation system for records that permits finding a record once it has been cited, thereby easily establishing its authenticity.   We have two ways of doing this.  One is to use the location of the original paper record.  The other is to cite the electronic location of its image, something we now do routinely for oversized materials filed with the courts (see www.plats.net).  All the materials that were pulled for you this summer and just recently were placed on our documentary web site and those citations would work equally as well as the citations to the original paper.

In this day of easily altering records electronically, it is, in my opinion, essential that the integrity of the record be quickly and cost effectively verifiable.  Accurate citations to originals (in whatever form) move us a long way in that direction. 

2) There are two exhibits which you did not get from us, two bills, 1943 and 1951, to amend the annotated code (I am off today and do not have them at home, so cannot give you the exhibit letters). Emily has a message into you about them. We can provide you with the citations to the original bills or to the laws as enacted? Or you can tell us your sources, we can try to find them, and I will attest to them if found.

For the record, this represents a 10% error rate on the exhibits that you wished me to attest/affirm to that we had in our custody. That is why citations are necessary.

3) note from Mr. Sullivan:  

I'm sorry. I just went back to look at Dick Israel's memo. The copy of the 1943 and 1951 Laws and bills were provided to me separately from Dick's collection.

If it's too much trouble to go search for them in the Archives, the 1943 and 1951 Laws and bills probably don't need to be attested to. However, the Affidavit would have to be corrected accordingly.

Thanks for your help.

Steve

I found the bills that Sullivan cites.  I suspect he got copies from the film from Dick Israel.  We have the film as well and I have cited the reel numbers here:

State Agency Series Listing on Microfilm

at the Maryland State Archives

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

(Bills and Resolutions) 

MSA SM73:

Dates: 1943 

Description: HB 570-818, HJR 1-21 

Accession No.: SR 753-1 

MSA No.: SM 73-35 

Dates: 1951 

Description: HB 570-773, HJR 1-20, HR 1-89 

Accession No.: SR 759-1 

MSA No.: SM 73-57 

Exhibit List Citations, as compiled by JH and EOS:

[note that my only changes were to clarify the GOVPUB citations—if we don’t use the govpub acronym confusion will arise between Diane’s subseries ‘C’ and the archival coagser--, and to eliminate stack location.  For what I consider a ‘final’ form of proper full citation see the affidavit]

A.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

B.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

C.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

D.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1940-1942 [MSA S 1041-612, 2/32/4/4].

E.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1940-1942 [MSA S 1041-612, 2/32/4/4].

F.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

G.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

H.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

I.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

J.  GOVERNOR (General File) Liquor Laws, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-746, 2/33/2/18].

K.  GOVERNOR (General File) Liquor Laws, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-746, 2/33/2/18].

L.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

M.  GOVERNOR (General File) Alcoholic Beverage Survey Commission, 1942-1944 [MSA S 1041-711, 2/33/1/23].

N.

O.  GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Laws) 1943 MdHR 820986 2/2/6/36, L984.

P.  

Q.  GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Laws) 1951 MdHR 820998 2/2/6/38, L996.

R.  COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TAX DIVISION (Annual Report) 1943/06/30 MdHR 782961 2/3/9/10, C3190. 

S.  COMPTROLLER OF THE TREASURY, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES TAX DIVISION (Annual Report) 1951/06/30 MdHR 782969 2/3/9/10, C3198. 

T.  GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Laws) 1933/11-1933/12 MdHR 820978 2/2/6/34, L976.

