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f’rofessor Heeren had opened up new vistas; he must get to Napo-
eon and strike while the iron was hot. The dazzling De Reiz
stein would have married him, settled him down to a secuerr;-
graceful, elegant position in a German court. His ambitions w ’
on a grander scale; they must be fulfilled. e
From Erfurt he continued his breakneck flight to Gotha, as
though he feared the siren might follow and he might weak’c;
"There he was royally entertained by Ernst I, Duke of Saxe-Cobur .
?rﬁ)dusmet ll?;ernar.d.de Lindenau, Director of the Observatory, f§:
torianmztngmauaan and astronomer, as well as Galletti, the his-
semed.d » on January 18th, he was in Frankfort, where he
 down to await word from Paris on his application for a pass-
port. I*xve' days later, he was still waiting, “ but there were adirices
fron; P:frls concerning me extremely unfavorable, and request-
llr:g m.lghF be advised by no means to hazard my person within
the territories of France.” *® Nevertheless, he made the hazard, and
on the 25th was in Mayence, in the sphere of French inﬂuencé No
passport was forthcoming, and he was placed under a modiﬁed
arrest pendlrfg disposition of his case from Paris. He found distant
?}Zscl}?shhzre in %\/I;y-emlz_ci, representing a branch of the Burr family
_had settled in Holland more than a century befor
;l;ﬁy glde:véxat they could to ease his condition. And,yat thoe %e;?ri
pur g ruary, came good news. Paris had decided to grant him
passport, and he was free to proceed.
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at once for an audience with the Duc de Cadore, the Min-

ister of Foreign Relations, which was granted, and he sub-
mitted his plans. Then he retired to his shabby lodgings and
waited for a reply. The wait was to be long and tiring. In the in-
terval he renewed his acquaintance with Comte de Volney, scholar
and author, and M. Adet, former French Minister to the United
States, both of whom he had entertained in the days of affluence
at Richmond Hill. There was also a joyful reunion with John
Vanderlyn, the painter, to further whose genius Burr had given
unstintedly of his time and money. Vanderlyn was famous now,
and in a position to turn the tables in the matter of financial help.
But Burr was singularly delicate in this respect. He had had no
hesitation in borrowing vast sums from usurers and those to
whom lending was a business procedure, but he resisted as long
as possible borrowing — with little prospect of return — from those
who were personal friends. Bentham, Liining, whose draft he had
cashed with the greatest reluctance only when he had not another
sou in his pocket, and now Vanderlyn.

His first flush of optimism was slowly dying. He heard nothing
from Cadore, French officialdom was cool, if not openly hostile,
and his scanty funds were steadily growing less. So much so that
on February 24th, he was reduced to * rice soup for dinner, 8 sous.
Go out at 6. Bought bread and cheese.” But, the same evening, he
records *“ two rencounters, one good; another, the third, 13 francs!
That’s economy for you! ” * Burr knew his own failings, but could
not resist them. He had no money for food, but the cries of the
flesh were irresistible.

A few days later Cadore informed him that he had appointed
Deputy Louis Roux to treat with him concerning the proposals he
had submitted to His Majesty, the Emperor. Burr dined with Roux
several times, and recorded mournfully, “ have no reason to be-
lieve that my business advances, or that 1 shall do anything here.” ?
Officialdom grew more and more rude and overbearing, doors re-

a. ARON BURR reached Paris on February 16, 1810. He wrote
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mained closed in spite
of repeated att
was hotosed in . empts to get past guards, f
s held 2 tgen;g;;r;ug;, ;.m(jl]}fe was kept bearable[c))nlygl;ly rep’ea(:(;g
rived from in yieldi
%haud, whoss e de ‘ a certain yielding Madame Pas-
ecause of her, Burr had i
, no time to make a ies in hi
naévflrom March 12th to March 28th Py entries tn his Jour-
hat jec i .
i ww}s;'iezle tl}llese projects .wl_nch he had submitted to Napol
Marer vhi }1] he Fren.ch I\/I.HHS[F)' opposed a discreet sileanePe(o)n,
et knm,vnc:*t afd written in desperation to the Duc (i’Otranle i
peleon ohn oB ame as Fouché, dreaded Chief of Police to N;
Pavins somn n;o u}:r, from the United States of North America_
et ome I nths ago seen published in the Moniteur the cx,
Rrmeron of b majesty’s assent to the independence of the Spanj h
that ohjent ;)n(;in;et; came to Paris to offer his services to accor}rjlpl;:h
ers connected therewith. H i
e Dbject : - He asked neithe
. amwezrs geh:;:l;fd only the authorization of his majesty . II"I;?{,
TEVious communications, h : -
en;: frqm ;he Duke relating to his schemes s ¢rowasks an audi
emingly this letter is plai in i
plain enough in its 1 i
e € ; 1ts language. The -
{)hee oy ;lgflslgirgzl:sé\megc;w?s the single objgectgof his hl:a(:‘f
; ussed. Nothing el i : ’
designs oo ¢ gelse. Nothing of ¢
the territory of th i et up 108 fon
e United Stat
ogns v of es. Yet, up t
iyn TS ago, there was no period in Burr’s long career P oudon
Impenetrable obscurity, he whisnaiied
galleries of history with treason

dressed to James Madison from Pari
chres m T ris, dated Dec. 11, 1811, i
“veraetgdapnc')lzxrtrizfllylth?t to the Duke [of Otranto], hg l[lBu};fIre]mfim
o o e r10:«1cuo 63 folio pages . . . The object of this mee—-
s o o to ;:ecur;e pe;:ice betweer} France and England. France
loan of 1o oo Secur to ngl:jmd, with all her forces, even by the
of the Unruroy o mer ,‘2’{ rlrlnore, the conquest of the Northern parts
between the o na[.ionlst 1 such a secret treaty or an understanding
carey, From v natior » 1t was proposed that English fleets should
troops, as would be jucrirgé,d tr(iefeas?:xf;a :H(? I'I:I rewalt andey many
o0 \ sary, and there wait u
gm::: txil t!u_e moment was favorable for the operat?gr(:r ';?}:ne
provisionally stated by Blurr] to be the next elect.ion :);
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P. & V. P. He added: that he strongly relied on his consummate
Jocal knowledge of the various dispositions & inclinations of the
inhabitants of the Eastern and Southern states, and of the local
prejudices which he could, between this and that time, encite by
means of his numerous friends, who were dispersed over every part
of the Country.” These were to act in “ concert with the Chief of
an insurrection that was to be raised in New Mexico, the Province
of Texas, W. Florida. This chief was to be himself with the ap-
pointment from his F. M. [French Majesty] of Generalissimo over
the armies in the South, 1,500,000 francs was required for this part
of the expedition.” *
Proposals that are obviously treasonable, even if somewhat con-
tradictory and fantastic in their total disregard of political, mili-
tary and nationalistic considerations. Yet they are set forth in this
letter with such a wealth of precise detail as almost to compel be-
lief. Who, then, had sent this warning to the Department of State?
One who merely signed himself “ Citizen of the United States,”
who received the information second-hand from another person-
age equally unknown. Such anonymity must naturally render the
warning highly suspicious — Burr had many American enemies in
Paris at the time — unless it contains internal evidence of authen-
ticity, or there is external corroboration. But only a crank or a
madman could propose seriously that France and England, bat-
tling for the supremacy of the world, with antagonisms that were
deep-seatedly political, economic and philosophical, could unite
on a scatterbrained plot involving remote and unessential issues.
Such a memorial, if offered, would have found its way immediately
into the nearest fire, and the promulgator himself clapped into a
lunatic asylum.
But Burr's letter to the Duke of Otranto, or Fouché, quoted
s no mention of such phantasms, but speaks
panish-American independence alone,
or money.” Joel Barlow, ex-Hartford
mercial mission to France,
usations against Burr. He

above, not only make:
specifically and sharply of S
and “ asked neither men n
wit and poet, and charged with a com
was asked by Madison to verify these acc
wrote back in cipher that such seemed to be the case, that both
France and England did not dislike Burr’s project of dividing the
United States between them, that the scheme was rather applauded
by Napoleon, and that “ it is with great inquietude that I contem-
plate these possibilities.” * But this seeming confirmation was
dated Sept. 26, 1812, long after Burr’s memorials had retired to
gather dust in forgotten archives, and the proponent himself was
safely back in the very country he was supposed to have divided.
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Furthermore, Barlow, a polemic writer chiefly, and the author of
suc!} poems as ““ The Vision of Columbus,” had not reached F rano
until late in 1811, after Burr had left, discomfited. And, thou hc'i
was I'Sarlow’s. mission to see Napoleon, he never achieved, even %h 1t
Obylously his information, such as it was, had come from the wha' .
pering-gallery of rumors that represented the American coIonls-
g}:i)t:(;l%[and ::1'11 hated Burr, or even from that “ Citizen of thye’
vestigate ates” whose anonymous letter he was supposed to in-
Thus the situation stood until a few years ago, when research
workers., under the direction of Dr. Waldo G ,Lcland 6?3:}cl
Carnegie In:ﬂitution, unearthed in the Arrhiv'es Natio;zales oi
Frar}ce certain memoranda and précis relating directly to the me-
morlalstanc,i proposals of Aaron Burr. Now indeed should the mat-
;ier_?f liurr s alleged treasonable designs have been cleared up de-
wr:)lrslevigfr,)fc;r;c:(;réd (fjo:fall. But, §ur;;]risingly, the darkness became
v . ortunately, the transcripti
ries of these documents have rcma);ned hid(rl]:::lrilnl; ttl}?: svzxrl]?irsluxgza‘
books ?f th‘e researchers, penciled in great haste, and seen ognly be_
?)evceary ev; in the safekeeping of .[he Carnegie Institution. Perhap}sl
e use o lthe c_r;.nbbed h:'mdwrmng. the vagueness of Burr's phras-
[aign—::il;igt(elrfa:htng'(,f his — the notoriously poor French, and cer-
o isinte ]I;re at;lox;;.by an openly puzzled and much harried
selves to assertioerlllscthat gllisrtrryz;ttlhese ‘dO}C]l.lmemS o o
, at least /
advocating treason against the Unite(;nStaltselsz.it((;ilze:fr i’h‘:ii)ﬁﬁizy
;;:(r):s e;'en goes so far as to explain the lapse upon the theory tha;
insa,;:eways mentally somewhat unbalanced, was now definitely
miutble; t;lrzd(;::l(xlments speak for themselves. The first is a sum-
" ay" I}\'] nch departmental clerk of all the others. The second
ote on the United States,” submitted by Burr through
Deputy Roux. The Americans, he said, are not content with ti
present form of government, but a great many of them would no(z
g::[senthto a c!lan'ge. Concemipg the political parties in the United
- e.s, e mamt_amed tha?, aside from the Republicans, whom he
anntted to be in the majority, the Federalists were without zeal
d energy, 'and without a leader. However, * there is a third art
q}:}_xte superior —in talent and energy . . . they wish for sfz)me}z
:n :r:ig g;a:ctl.and s.tszle, s.omething which, requiring the employ-
men ('E]'l]:?s spmtsi]wxll assure the tranquillity of reasonable
m foli - ’ party has a recognized chief [Burr]; they ask only
ow and obey him.” Three-quarters of the Americans, he as-
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sured the French, hate England. It is a favorable moment for per-
suading the United States to make war on that country. Forty
thousand sailors, idle because of the embargo, are ready to under-
take anything.

To which Note the puzzled clerk added his own admittedly
doubtful interpretation. His addendum has been the responsible
cause of most of the misconceptions concerning Burr's thesis.
“This note,” he wrote for the information of the Ministry, “ is not
at all clear: the author seems hardly willing to explain himself
openly — it seems that he is the chief of the third party which in-
clines to monarchy; and that this plan would employ the 40 thou-
sand sailors for the overthrow of the republican government — the
declaration of War against the English would follow this change —
it ought to be remarked, for the rest, that since the writing of this
note, the embargo has been lifted.” 7

Which is indeed an outrageous interpretation of a rather plain
document by an underpaid, much harried clerk. To his French
mind, obsequiously eager to flatter His Majesty, the Emperor,
a grand and stable government could only mean a monarchy;
though not a syllable is breathed by Burr relating to such a form
of government. Nor, even by a twisting of meanings, can any inten-
tion be ascribed to him for the employment of the inactive sailors
to overthrow the American forms. Burr, in fact, stated quite
plainly that a great many of the people would not consent to any
change, though discontented. He had been asked for an analysis
of the political situation, and he had given it. That was all. Of
course there was a third party, naturally it was superior in talents
and energy to the others, and he was its chief — what else could he

have told the French if he wished to be considered as a person of
weight and influence? But obviously, the whole tenor of the pro-
posal was for a war with England. Three-quarters of the Americans
hated England; the forty thousand sailors, idle in American ports
because of the embargo induced by England's high-handed Orders
in Council and seizures on the seas, would leap at the opportunity
to avenge themselves on the country responsible for their ills. The
third party — of superior talents — would follow Burr blindly to
the attack. The “ grand and stable " occupation of active spirits
would be war — war on England, on Spain as well, with strong gov-
ernments in the conquered provinces of Canada, Mexico, Cuba,
Florida — and the strong ruler would be Burr. Nowhere in this
note is there a hint of treason, except in the overheated imagina-
tion of a French clerk. Burr had simply enlarged his old scheme
against Spain to include a now hated England, chiefly because he
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had suffered indigniti
readily caughltniilimiles, anfl Napoleon’s interest could be more
States could ain bepd:«m aga.mst his formidable rival. The United
pending situation wrz_lwn o o grand scheme because of th
he worsa quiea] -V hile the big powers squabbled and fou hte
sionately desireg S:;Zg tl}llose provinces which he had always ias:
Boma , thus set up for all time the dynasty of
The nex i i
scribed i gtolj;t: in the. series is a Memoir on Louisiana. He d
of union, the inhargie::r,n"ijP;pmaﬁon’ and remarked that in SPilee-
o 3 s did not enjoy the privi
citizens, T joy the privileges of i
“has becom t1:& government of the United States,§ he coAr:ttlfr:lciin
districh ot Orlil:llsteatt))(;llotushto the Inhabitants. When I was inutehc;
: s it three years ago, 1 i
signed b ye go, I saw a memor
I%ldvise({ ts}f:slral respectable citizens, addressed to theliilx;lready
come to, ther o Sti(:t:lrxlppr_ess this memorial and promised thgrifot:;
ce in another i
fOYI me to Keep my promise manner. They are still waiting
tis on thi
tention thar SBI\lIl:;e ‘:,hat Waqdell and Minnigerode base their con-
anmesation o Franc:s ]I;lott;]ngrclhe seizure of Louisiana, and its
: ] . But the Memoir b :
intermre : ears no suc| -
itantfh;f;“v(v)ph%mte the contrary. When the disgrulx:tgirdf'et;hi)d
Bare hal advliieg X ht: nilddr'css Napoleon, obviously for assi:tr;nie.
1ac against such a i .
them  in n L course, and promis
his old schgx’r]lzgher manner. This “ manner ” ﬁt?in as i\c}e;? h?llr:
25 e Foas seenas wnh.hls new. They were still the same. He ‘}Tnd
e ad_Oini;]prsnmls_ed the ereaners the conquest o.f Mex:‘i ,
With himsJelf in gthgamlsh pr;)vmces of Texas and West Flori(lica0
g ! ruler of these territori i X
necessar : les rritories, pros
tramme;:(); con&e to Louisiana and New Orleans };)y fPr):erlly c;mlSt
population t;la e with ‘these dominions; and with pros raxrt1 u}?-
e anon u.st. soon mcrca‘se_ to the figures set by Ccmpe ess)? : (13
oo as T quxsl}tle for full citizenship. Here, however agsurhalmlla
in the initial conspi inge , A
whether or 1spiracy, lingers the va
Sidering thenot, anf)r.ne unspecified future time, Burr wf;“sl(:lo(iOUbt
o anang th iﬁg?i‘l 1'11}tlyhthat Orleans would find it advamagecon-
as: with his dream empi i ous
this only, m mpire of Mexico. In this
e Zoul(;};):i:gzgd l}:{e a(]llumbrations of possible treas;)r?nicz
idered, when the pl ;
of th ! e plan depend i
T heep::optle I:Involved, and not on forcri)ble seizpure ed on the wil
ex i i )
“ Spanish Coloztie is é stralghtff)rward proposal concerning the
sire ndenerd es.” Cuba, Florida and Mexico, he declared, d
Attt sas ne:v:e but have no means of achieving it. Engla,nd?s-
one of hostility to such attempts, because Spain
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has come for the Emperor to
h a course would natu-
in a war with England, and would
s of the English colonies to the

was her ally. The moment, therefore,
be the means of liberating the colonies. Suc
rally involve the United States
necessarily bring about the los
United States.®

“The next document is a Memorial on the means of wresting

the Spanish Colonies from the Influence of England.” Burr pro-
posed to make the Spanish colonies independent, and array them
under his control against England. He would begin with Mexico
and New Granada. With 1200 men he could take Pensacola. St.
Augustine, Mobile and Baton Rouge would fall without any re-
sistance. In West Florida alone he could enroll under his standard
a corps of 4000 men in six weeks; and as many in New Orleans and
along the left bank of the Mississippi. With this force he could
overthrow the Spanish power east of the Rio del Norte in short
order. There would be plenty of volunteers for this enterprise
from the Mississippi boatmen and the Western States, whose in-
habitants, he said, believed in him.*®
On March 13, 1810, an employee of the Ministry of Foreign Re-
lations was assigned to confer with Burr. This was the Deputy
Roux, who wrote out an account of a conversation, in which, ac-
cording to him, Burr discussed his plans for expeditions against
the Lucca Islands, Florida, Louisiana, New Mexico, Jamaica,
Canada, and Nova Scotia, or any of them.!t Aside from the vast
reaches of territory involved in these grandiose schemes, the chief
interest lies in the mention of Louisiana. The other colonies were
either English or Spanish. But already the written proposals of
Burr had been misinterpreted completely; how much more chance
for Roux to become wholly befogged in the mist of Burr’s cryptic
talk. Senator Plumer had long before remarked that Burr’s speech
was all things to all men, and that it required careful after-analysis
to discover that he had not actually said the things his auditors
thought he had.
This clerical memorandum was submitted by the Ducde Cadore
to the Emperor on March 14th with a notation that Burr could not
initiate anything except in Florida and Louisiana, “ and he could
not be employed without giving grave offense to the United

States.” 12

On March 1gth, Roux conferred again with Burr, this time to

receive a detailed plan for an expedition against Canada, which
was duly reported to the Ministry.* Almost four months later, on
July 27th, Roux submitted a final report in which he referred to
his previous notes, and gave an account of a new interview with
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Burr on July 14th, in which Burr had urged that the attention of
the Emperor be called to the plans he had presented for his con-
sideration. These were, Roux now stated distinctly, for the inde-
pendence of Florida and Mexico.1¢

The Minister of Foreign Relations, the Duc de Cadore, sent

these précis along to Napoleon on July 2gth, with the illuminating
comment that “ he [Burr] spoke only of the Floridas and of Can.
ada. It would seem then that he proposed to hush the rumor which
had redounded from the reports directed against his own country
(qui s’etait répondu des communications dirigées contre son
propre pays) and which he was accused of having made to the Duc
d’Otrante [Fouchg].” 1s

This communication of Cadore is most important for a final
view of what Burr’s somewhat involved, and always grandiose,
schemes actually portended. Had they been, in truth, treasonable
to the United States, and so known to the French to whom they
were submitted, certainly he could not now be protesting to them
that they entailed no such purpose, that the rumor prevalent in
Paris concerning his conversations with Fouché, not with Roux
or Cadore, was false.

It was that rumor to which Joel Barlow referred, and which the
anonymous “ Citizen ” had obligingly sent along to Madison. A
careful examination of the actual notes, memoirs and reports, as
elicited from the French Archives, discloses at once the absurdity
of those rumors. Instead of a proposition by Burr for an amicable
agreement between England and France at the expense of the
United States, all energies were to be directed to a war by France
and the United States, in association, against England and Spain.
The charge of treason on the last, and what has appeared hitherto
to be the most damning count against Burr, seems to have very
little substantiation in the facts.

Burr’s appeals to Napoleon for aid failed, not because his pro-
posals were impracticable, when limited in extent of operations,
but because, as the Ministerial clerk had justly noted, Madison
had lifted the Jeffersonian embargo, and relations between the
United States and England had eased for the moment. Napoleon
was also engaged, about this period, in diplomatic negotiations
with England over Holland, and did not wish to endanger these
by an open advocacy of Burr. Then, too, Napoleon must have rec-
ognized in the slight figure of Aaron Burr something of his own
boundless ambition and thirst for power, and had no intention of
aiding such a dangerously able and talented man to set himself up
as the ruler of a huge and glamorous territory in the Americas. He
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had no assurance, that, once in power, Burr WOl‘lld'CrOok the prflg-
nant knee to him and follow French leadership in vassal obedi-

ence.
2. DESPERATE STRAITS

On July 27, 1810, the very day that Roux submiuedﬂhxs ﬁn'(‘!l're-
port to his superior, Burr confided to his Journal thaf, despamr:g
of any success in my project, a few days ago asked passport tIo go o
the United States, which was refused. . . s Was told Fhat 'COl:.er
not have a passport to go out of the empire. Me votlzfz prztsor;nd
d’etat et presque sans sous.” (Here I am a prisoner of state

t without a cent.) 18 S )
alI11;(1)1Srr had given up al)l hope of French participation, and W{stl;‘ed
to return to the United States, there to take' hlS' chancesdwx a
vindictive Government and creditors alike. His friends ha ﬂmicfan-
while been active in his behalf, and Theo had exe.rted herse t(}
the utmost — so far, without success, though Burr did not know o
i the time. ) _

" ;thellfad made a desperate appeal to Doll): Madison, wife q[;h;
President of the United States. “ Why . . . is my Father banis e&
from a country for which he has enmu'ntered wgunds & (}ilan({iggrs n
fatigue for years? " she demanded passionately. Wl.l)' is he drive

from his friends, from an only child, to pass an un!nmned time in
exile, and that too at an age when others are reaping the h;lr\(;es‘;
of past toils? " Then, as if ashamed of her outburst: she concdu e

with dignified words, * To whatever fate Mr. ME.ldISOTI r;xa}y. ;)om
this application, I trust it will be treated with delicacy; (1)1 this kaIE
more desirous as Mr. Alston is ignorant.of the step 1 ave ta ;:,

in writing to you.” Dolly Madison1 must 1(rlldeeél ’z’xstnbute it to the

daughter for a “ Father almost adored. i

Zez:i;{)?l Burgr had peculiar claims on Dolly Madison. As Doll)lflP.
Todd, left a widow with an infant son, s'he had }}elped her rgobt er
run an exclusive boarding-house in Phlladelp!lla. Burr hah eerr:
of the greatest assistance to both. He had advised the .motf er (;l

points of law — without a fee; and he had been responsubl§ or the
introduction of Madison and Dolly to eacl} other_, and their conse-
quent marriage. So close had been their [rlendsh.lp that the you;llg
widow, in a will dated May 13, 1794, had appointed Burr as]ta tra
sole guardian of her son.!® Madison, too, had much to rﬁgnematr:e
gratefully of the friendship of Aaron Burr, b}xt thfzse tf ings are
soon forgotten in the heat of politics and the exigencies of perso ed
ambition. The record is barren of any repl_y to Theo’s impassion

plea, and evidently the application was discreetly forgotten.
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Napoleon’s course in refusing e;
o on's. efusing either to a ’ i
¢ an};e(:gll:rhé;n (;:t of‘ his realm is puzzling Il?:gr:let(;lf(eBu?;s desn_gns
Sy e é)corr:auon than the one offered. If Bl}::)r ol
poreorous as the quuero,r of Mexico, he was also suﬂicieﬁ?lu]g .
he mighs e he sompeero?l s grasp. Desperate, ambitious taly ed.
Which uon g e som }:)t er §cheme in that fertile br:;i Cme(.i,
and bnpennd disturb the delicate balances set up by N: °1f his
Tt would b ot tonkg to gn.ef, some of his own grandiosf . leon'
secret police e hamj;}: lxmdm France, under the e);e (P))falrxliss.
bassy, of which more will be'saircli l;}t]:rre s also the American Em-

sesed bt conts ough (0 an
edly disagreeable otherwi
money, Th Y € otherwise. H
for hi);n, a:g Ylist t:l)j’lcng }(;a_lrd in the United Statesetohgilgc(z fmore
prospect of Paris in acee 'N8: winter was approaching, andun;ll .
note o a fricas Edw};egmle§5 state was frightening. H,e wro s
guineas, and tohi him tl: Grlst%d. o oting the loan of 150
0 " the machiuaticor at he attributed the refusal of a ass ot
who has been. anq o qur.worthy minister, General AmristrpOrt
prejudice.” ® Armstr. 1l is, indefatigable in his exertions t o
Pad beer™ party & d(:ng was.related to the Livingston cla i
Clintas, y e shuffling of Senatorial seats with D:’\;?g
But Griswold i
reqorc:‘s mournfu‘;’lz;rs T;lifilrigir;;) i)rrl(e)nd},1 and refused the loan. Burr
uit the e » aches, no pr :
gconomiz:lxﬁgset, :irlc}dsltlll less of any means of ﬁv(i):xréeicr: ?tf lS‘::oave .
troubles Madameglla yhmy few' remaining louis.” To at'ld tm‘;?t
join het husbean al’ldsc" aud, his mistress, had left for Gen, va o
There wore tra,gic < truly, her a}bsence makes me sad.” zg"a to
keefl’ From starving an S);’sr :e};fitz(gi. a]l_‘x:fie became a constant'eﬂ"ort to
application s a weary routi
na{)disclo se: io;l :)l;f coveted passport. Item gter itté:: i(;f;:apeated
of bread woi Cheesep:u:istakmg economy in food and coal'e glou;-
Bure cat himslh o frn potatoes, 'and sometimes just c;tatea )
ered in his eold. oot ;).m the l}xxunes of tea and coffee all)nd }(:?S.
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hensive of'Ph)';ical c <. Hustling then to bed, peni’tenzl a "
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The stor
Y goes on and on — of dire poverty interspersed with

Yy vanity Burr might have pos-
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reckless extravagances in the things of the flesh; and of presents for
Theo and Gampillo, the grandson. Though it had become *s0
cold 1 should be glad of 2 fire,” he bought books to send to Theo,
and medals, ancient coins and toys to thrill Gampillo. ** 1 never
spend a livre that I do not calculate what pretty thing it might
have bought for you and Gampillo; hence my economy,” he wrote
pathetically.?* In fact, so determined was he on this, that on Sep-
tember 11th may be seen this proud entry: “Not a cent for muse
since last Saturday week,” but, alas, the sentence was thereafter
crossed out, as if he had remembered.?*

Meanwhile, he was cooling his heels almost daily at the forl?id-
ding door of the Duc de Rovigo, the new Minister of Police,
seeking a passport to get out of this most inhospitable country ax}d
return to one more inhospitable, perhaps. After days of weary wait-
ing, and wrenching agony of heart, September lgth. brought most
joyful news. The Duc de Rovigo notified him that his passport had
been granted; and Griswold, repeming of his former churhs.hness,
came through with a loan of 2000 francs, sufficient to pay his pas-
sage to the United States.

The silver pieces glittered in welcome profusion, but the equally
glittering words of the Minister of Police were a cruel mockery.
Day by day, the assurances were repeated, with no passport forth-
coming; until, on September 25th, Burr was stunned to hear that
the Emperor had in fact neither granted the passport nor returned
any answer to his repeated demands. ) )

Black despair enveloped him; he was doomed to a lingering
« alas! on my way a pair of demoiselles, and so 8
francs.” He knew his weaknesses, fought against them, but they
were too strong for will, for self-respect, for self-preservation even.
« How many curses have heaped on poor Gam.,” he upbraided
himself, “ and yet he is rather to be pitied; only see how for Fhe last
fifteen days he has been so good and considering his habits, and
considering, etc., etc.” **

Yet, in the midst of darkness, his keen mind remained un-
dimmed; his intellectual curiosity was as alert as ever. Every new
discovery, every new inventive process, of which he heard, at-
tracted his instant attention — from the practical as well as the
purely scientific point of view. “ A very important discovery has
been made here, viz., to make vinegar, of excellent quality, from
the sap of any trees,” he wrote. *“ The process gives you all the
moisture in vinegar, and all the wood in carbon. 1 shall get the

details if I can find money to pay for it.” And, also, he went “ to
see Mons. Cagniard, and his new invention of raising water and

starvation — yet, *
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venge, you know, is not in my nature, will be to publish his let-
ter.” 28 The answer was prompt and insolent enough. Said McRae,
on October 29, 1810, * that his knowledge of the circumstances
under which Mr. Burr left the United States renders it his duty to
decline giving Mr. Burr either a passport or a permis de séjour.”
And, if Burr felt aggrieved, there was always Russell.??

Feeling rather like a shuttlecock, Burr applied again to Rus
sell, this time with firm language. He was ignorant, he wrote, ““ of
any statute or instruction which authorizes a foreign minister or
agent to inquire into any circumstances other than those which
tend to establish the fact of citizen or not.” 3° This gave Russell,
who once had been glad enough to fawn on Burr, the chance to
extract a miserable triumph from the reversal of their fortunes.
He replied on November 4th, that ** the man who evades the of-
fended laws of his country, abandons, for the time, the right to
their protection. This fugitive from justice, during his voluntary
exile, has a claim to no other passport than one which shall enable
him to surrender himself for trial for the offences with which he
stands charged. Such a passport Mr. Russell will furnish to Mr.
Burr, but no other.” 3

The malice of the Virginians was pursuing him with vengeful
relentlessness to the farthermost shores. It affected even the Ameri-
can sojourners in Paris. For, reported Burr, “ the Americans here
have entered into a combination against A. B.; that every man
who speaks to him shall be shunned as unworthy of society; that
no master of vessel, or any other person, shall take any letter or par-
cel for him, and other like benevolent things; all of which amused
me.” 32 Amusing, yes, but with a bitter tinge to it. No matter how
armored with pride, with stoic philosophy, Burr must have felt the

keen sting. Scorned, hated, shunned, proscribed, a pariah in a

foreign land, forbidden to leave, almost forbidden to remain, the

last few dollars of a loan dribbling through his hands, the future
black, the present insupportable, the past but vain regrets, one

wonders that in truth, as has been claimed, the doors of sanity did

not swing slightly ajar.

Griswold was still willing to back him in the Holland Company
venture, if he could only get to Holland to buy and sell the neces-
sary shares. But Americans and French alike blocked the way to
seeming fortune. In desperation, he composed a long memorial to

Napoleon, in which he recited his grievances, the lack of response

to his proposals, the refusal to grant him his passport, the blank

walls he encountered on every side. He is hurt and surprised, he
told the Emperor; he merited better at French hands; his home
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bread, baked pears and milk, trying hard not to show his famish-
ment when he was infrequently invited out to dine; playing whist
without a sou in his pocket, and fortunately winning 6o before he
arose from the table; resorting to all sorts of shabby expedients to
keep body and soul together — yet discovering in himself an in-
eradicable need for women. He described his own condition with
unsparing pen. “ For some days past, and more particularly to-day,

I have been in a state of irritability very unusual. Answer brusque
ven to the good Valkenaer I

and rapid. Say things almost rude; e
was unkind. . . . Can you imagine from what this arises? The
want of muse.” For ten days the lack of a sou had deprived him of
such consolations, and “really I suffer and am scarcely fit for
society.” 8
By December 10th, he could sta
Again there was but one way, to rob ** poor little Gampy ” of his
cherished coins, which were duly sold, and the proceeds invested in
sugar, coffee, tea, ** segars.” The balance was intended for the pay-
ment of his debt to his washerwoman, but, meeting a girl of the
streets instead, the washerwoman, all unknowing, was perforce

compelled to wait.*®
These were the darkest days of his life. Then, on December 23rd,
came a faint ray of sunshine. “ I am about to undertake the trans-
lation from English to French of two octavo volumes for 100 louis.
It will take me three months hard work. Better than to starve. But
the most curious part of the story is that the book in question con-
son A.B.” %

nd his parlous state no more.

tains a quantity of abuse and libel
The Holland speculation seemed in dire straits. Griswold de-

cided to withdraw, and warned him against Valkenaer, with whom
all of Burr’s scanty speculative capital had been placed. But Burr,
in order to display his complete trust in his partner, made the
grand gesture of returning to him the receipt evidencing the de-
posit. With Griswold out, it was necessary to find another backer.
Crede, a friend, agreed to advance the necessary moneys for equal
participation in the profits, and, in the meantime, took 10 shares
for future delivery from Burr at a price which, at the existing mar-
ket, gave Burr a supposed profit of some $300. In high spirits now,
the eternally optimistic Burr noted for Theo's later edification,
« Now, if I can get a passport to Bremen and Amsterdam, I will
on of francs within six months; but one-half of it
must be laid out in pretty things. Oh, what beautiful things I will
send you. Gampillus, too, shall have a beautiful little watch, and
at least fifty trumpets of different sorts and sizes. Home at 10, and
have been casting up my millions and spending it. Lord, how

send you a milli
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r a time, by confinement to the limits.
h; openly see your friends; make your
I think, you will be able to throw off
' 48 Yet over

may be procrastinated, fo
There you can take breat
arrangements; and soon,

those momentary shackles, and resume your station.’
a year was to pass before the advice could be followed.

3. ENGLAND AGAIN

When the Journal resumes, on May 14, 1811, Burr is discovered
in Arras, headed for the French border. He had received his pass-
port, that precious document which had been dangled before him
so tantalizingly for long, weary months. Powerful French friends
had been working quietly and secretly to this end. Among these
were M. Denon, Director of Fine Arts, who had been captivated by
Burr’s knowledge and appreciation of art, and the Duc de Bassano,
who advanced him sufficient money to pay entangling debts and
leave the country. The vindictive Russell, even, under pressure
from Bassano, yielded to the extent of furnishing him with the
coveted certificate of citizenship.*?

Burr hastened by diligence to Amsterdam, seeking information
on the affairs of the Holland Company. But the directors were
cool to their stockholder, and refused to open their
Nevertheless, Burr subscribed to
more of the Company'’s stock, to the value of 7000 francs — so posi-
tive was he of its eventual enhancement. From Amsterdam he went
to Bremen, where he took ill with his usual stomach complaint,
and was forced to come back to Amsterdam for adequate treat-
t. There had also been a hitch in the matter of the elusive pass-

and attached papers had been lost in
ust spin inter-

noticeably
books or issue any statements.

men
port; the final application
one of the many French bureaus, and red tape m
minable coils, while Burr perforce possessed his soul in patience.

On June 14th, he fell in with an American captain of a 400-ton
ship, who was most anxious to serve me. Sais [sic] he has often
kept awake whole nights about me, though he had never seen me.
Will fit up a cabin to my own caprice, and appears to think he can
never do enough.” + Passage to the United States seemed at last
in sight. The captain was so amiable, so eager to please! How
should Burr know he was a smooth, cozening rascal, who was to
cause him more trouble and sickening exasperation than any one
in all the rest of his exile? This was but another example of Burr's
total inability to penetrate the superficial surfaces of men to the
mainsprings of their characters.

Burr, ill, suffering from headaches and piles,

went on to Paris
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for better treatment, and arrived there on June 22nd. But in his

Journal one comes across the gay nonsense that he had gone for “ a

thousand nothings, of which, probably, the most important are to

buy Gampy some beautiful marbles, and you some silk stockings,
and father a pail to water his horses on the road. A pail that you
may put in your pocket.” 4¢

But the passport continued elusive. Again he took up the weary

round of calls, to meet with the usual shrugs and futile promises.
Russell had repented of his former pliability, and now that all
papers were lost, refused point-blank to issue another certificate.
On July 17th a letter arrived from Captain Combes that he was
sailing on July 23rd. Six days, barely time to make Amsterdam
by hard riding, and the precious passport was still not in sight.
Combes’ ship, it seemed, was the only one sailing under a flag of
truce, and therefore immune from capture. Practically every other
American vessel that stuck its nose out of port was promptly seized
by the patrolling warships of the warring powers. Denon heard of
Burr's plight, and took it up with Bassano. The Duke intimated it
would be wiser to have Russell, the American chargé d’affaires,
issue the passport. Burr shook his head despondingly. That meant
his last hope was gone. But Bassano only smiled with Gallic sub-
tlety, and, on July 18th, the next day, lo and behold! the courtly
Frenchman had received the necessary assurances that the price-
less document was on its way.

The method employed by Bassano to achieve the seemingly im-
possible reflects the utmost discredit on the moralistic Jonathan
Russell, so touchy about his country’s honor, so ethically virtuous
in his judgments on Burr. Bassano explained it all in a letter to
Denon, *“ The person through whom I could have communicated
to Mr. Russell that he should not have refused a new passport to
Mr. Burr,” he said discreetly, “ was in the country. I wrote to her
[italics mine] yesterday to return. She arrived at the moment that
your note was received. I shall have the passport in the course of
the day, and shall forward it immediately to the Duke [Rovigo],
and I am convinced that you will receive it to-morrow, to transmit
to Mr. Burr.” ® The result was to justify his calm omniscience. He
knew that strait-laced Puritan, Mr. Jonathan Russell.

Posthaste, Burr raced for Amsterdam to catch the poised Cap-
tain Combes. But news evidently reached him en route of delay,
for he remained unaccountably at Anvers from July 22nd to Aug-
ust grd, while Combes’ ship was detained at Trexel, an island in
the North Sea. Something had gone wrong. So wrong, that on Aug-
ust 15th, Combes was begging Burr to use his influence to get him
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became enamored of a wholly new idea in steamboats —and, fi-
nally, there was a new kind of false teeth, made by Fonzi for him-
self, so excellent that he wished to promote their manufacture on
a large scale for all of suffering humanity. Visions, schemes, proc-
esses, inventions — which in another day and age, backed by his
restless energy, might actually have brought him the millions that
forever tossed about in his fancy.

But, with millions in the clouds, on solid earth “ held a con-
sultation with myself about dining. Instead of having bread for
the day, had not a mouthful, and was sick for want of Tobacco. To
dine and drink a pint of ale would just ruin me. So sent my little
maid for 4 pence worth of bread and an ounce of tobacco, § pence
half penny; for which had to borrow a penny and a half of her;
and having only coffee for the morning, and very scant.” %

On January 4, 1812, good news came. The Figilant had been
acquitted, and was ready to sail. But Combes was not through —
he had an infinite talent for causing Burr trouble. He had char-
tered his boat for a voyage to New Orleans without consulting his
passengers. New Orleans was the last place to which Burr wished
to go. There he would be directly within the jurisdiction of the
Federal Government, and of all his old enemies — Wilkinson,
Claiborne, et al. But Combes told him he could take it or leave
it. Finally Burr decided to go — it was the only way he could save
his passage money — when more blows fell on his devoted head.
The American Government had intervened in the persons of the
consuls at Yarmouth and London. Both warned Combes that if he

transported Burr to the United States he personally must abide
the consequences. Jonathan Russell had tracked Burr like an
avenging Fury, and was now chargé d’affaires in London. His fine
Italian hand was detectable in these proceedings. Burr tried other
American boats, and actually engaged passage on two occasions,
only to have the captains come to him with troubled countenances
and break the contract. The only way to get out of England now
was by British packet.>®

The month of March found Burr still in London -- almost six
months of weary sojourning. Finally there was a rift in the clouds.
He heard of a ship clearing for Boston, commanded by a Captain
Potter. The bluff sea-dog asked no questions, though he looked
queerly enough at Monsieur Arnot, Burr's latest alias. The price
for passage on the Aurora, he said, was 3o guineas, and she sailed
on the 25th.

At last he could get away — if he could raise the necessary funds.

Again he sold some of that lovely cambric —one begins to won-
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deru :;at‘;rfag.ic store of gifts he had on hand — and received te
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stemmed from Burr himself, and who, wittingly or unwittingly,
were but following in the paths he had indicated. It was the
hunger of the Western and Southern frontiersmen for Canada and
Florida, not the outrages on American shipping, that pushed the
new Administration into the War of 1812.

4. ExiLe’s RETURN

On May 5, 1812, M. Adolphus Arnot, “ a grave, silent, strange
sort of animal,” who had let his whiskers grow to disguise him,
Janded in Boston port. The exile had returned to his native land,
after four years of wandering which read like some fantastic ad-
venture out of the Arabian Nights — a tale of unbelievable hard-
ships and impossible splendors; one day hobnobbing with kings
and princes and ladies fair, and the intellectual giants of the
earth — the next lying hidden in a flthy garret, gnawing dry
bread, and making assignations with servants and prosti(utcs of
the gutter; feted and honored — and pursued with hate and mis-
understanding; exalted to the skies — and ground by a malignant
destiny into the mud; a rale of indomitable courage, gallantry and
defiance — and saturated with the lowest physical instincts of man.
A tapestry of rich and varied threads, a story which has quite no
counterpart in the history of man, and told, day by day, in un-
varnished, matter-of-fact style, always with humor, always without
complaints or bitterness or vain regrets. Here, if anywhere, may
the curious reader discover the man, Aaron Burr.

Aaron Burr was back, but not a soul was there to greet him,
not a person knew of his homecoming. For he had sent no word
ahead; he dared not. What welcome could possibly await the re-
turned traitor, the man whom all the nation cursed? Jail awaited
him possibly; jail, or worse. He must feel his way, remain un-
known, unseen, until he could be sure of his course.

He took obscure lodgings in a boarding-house in Cornhill
Square, and wrote at once to Samuel Swartwout in New York, and
to Theo, notifying them of his arrival. In every corner, at every
crossing, he expected some one to start, peer in his face, and ex-
claim, * But you are Colonel Burr! ”” No one did: his whiskers and
wig kept his secret. But his baggage was in the Customs, and the
Collector was the son of General Dearborn, knew him well, and -
was * extremely vindictive.” The gauntlet was run, however, with-
out the busy Collector realizing that the whiskers and wig of the

unassuming M. Arnot hid the presence of the family enemy; and

the baggage was freed.

m
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The next thing to do was to get in touch with friends in Boston
whom he could trust. He hunted in the directory for familiar
names. There he found a Benjamin Fessenden, who had served
under him as ensign in the Westchester campaign. Fessenden
seemed not delighted to see his old commander, but this was evi-
dently due to the touchiness of Burr himself; for later the Jour-
nal notes that he became most obliging, and helped Burr in sun-
dry ways. He found as well another name — that of Jonathan
Mason, a friend of college days. He sent him a letter, * 1 pray you
not to conjecture aloud who may be the writer of this note; he
wishes to remain incog. a few days . . . If you will take the trou-
ble of calling at Mrs. Goodrich’s, Cornhill Square . . . you will
find an old acquaintance who wishes half an hour’s conversation
with you.” s°

But Mason had grown cautious with the years. He wrote back
apologetically that he dared not come, and “ that the motive to it
is a respect to the prejudices of others.” Neither would he buy the
books which Burr offered in order to get cash, nor advance his old
friend a loan in any amount.

Better and more heartening, however, was the enthusiastic re-
sponse of Samuel Swartwout. A letter came on May 1gth, “ with
assurance that I have very many and warm friends and no enemies.
The letter,” Burr noted dryly, “is stamped with that enthusiasm
which marks his character. As regards business, however, things
are not propitious. The two creditors who have judgments against
me are inexorable. Nothing will satisfy them but money or ap-
proved security, neither of which are in my power. The alternative
is to be taken on execution and go the [jail] limits.” 60

There were serious objections in Burr's mind to the latter
course. There was the blow to Theo’s pride; it would interfere
with the prospect of marriage to an old and wealthy woman (as
a means of extrication from his financial difficulties) , and it would
confine him to the tedious practice of law within New York City
and prevent those larger speculations outside by which his for-
tune might be speedily recouped. He was already an aging man,
and impatient. But Theo's letter of a year before, which, through
unaccountable vicissitudes, had just caught up with him, was
strong in urging that very method — she would feel no blow to
her pride if her father were confined to the jail limits. Her hearten-
ing tone encouraged and decided him to follow her advice. But,
alas, another degrading circumstance intervened. His luggage was
being held in the boarding-house as security for the unpaid room
rent. Fessenden came o his rescue by introducing him to Presi-
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dent Kirkland of Harvard, who purch?zed his stock of books and
reby released him from durance viie. i
thgtillyin disguise, still hiding from pryng ey;;s, Mr]. g:rg;min 0
his latest alias — sailed on May goth out of ! ostor} arbor N e
sloop Rose, bound for New York. The captain Qf the boat ant
if P tran ]e]y enough, were Burr's distant cousins, an . Fairt
o pass n e% had known him well in those fabulous days at e
?ie}l)?lssgu&;r lfley did not recognize him. On june 7th, he;:;n(t)ed
after, years in the streets of New York, so familiar, yet so

with the pathos of distance.
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charted and the horizon anxiously ?canlne:.an
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and Robert, took their old leader into
while the future was
Here the ]ournal,
end. Aaron Burr




