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Introduction

This, the second phase of “Beneath the Underground,” will be undertaken thanks largely to a grant from the National Park Service.  The work focuses on the historical black populations of Frederick County and Prince George’s County, in Maryland.  This particular plan, however, concerns work for the latter.  A plan for Frederick County exists separately.  This phase will follow closely the form of earlier work done on the black communities of Baltimore County and City, and their role in slave flight – actual, feasible, and possible.  As a special focus, we will explore the communities of the largest slaveholders in each county.

In the various aspects of the project we will work to extract data and mine records for information that contributes to a broader understanding of the historical black population’s composition, locale within each county, physical proximity of one cluster to another, and cluster size.  We also hope to uncover “case studies,” which serve as evidence and examples of flight and the assistance of flight from a variety of sources.   Finally, this study will document, with select and limited interpretation, historic black communities’ interaction with the legal system, insofar as such interaction reflected attempts to control and shape black freedom and the possibilities thereof.
Resources Identification, Evaluation, & Imaging

The materials from which the basic information for this study will be drawn consist largely of government-generated records.  Some materials are of a private character, but are maintained in the special collections of research institutions (including, but not limited to MSA), and are also being brought to bear upon this study.
From the wide range of records available, particularly at the Maryland State Archives, numerous record types will be evaluated on an item-by-item basis so that relevant documents may be included in the study.  Those series and items of special or unique application to the subject matter of the study will be digitally imaged for web-based availability to the public.

The following record series and types have been identified as relevant to the study.  An item-level evaluation will be conducted.  Select items will be imaged.
U. S. Census:  Our primary goal for use of this record series is to extract data concerning all enslaved black Marylanders and all slave-owning Marylanders for the decennial enumerations 1830 – 1860.  Additionally, all free blacks in Maryland will be extracted (even those enumerated with non-black heads of household).  With specific reference to the focus of this particular work plan, Prince George’s County, for census enumeration 1840, extractions of all households claiming slaves and/or free blacks will be done.
  For census enumerations 1850 and 1860, extractions from the population schedule for all blacks (head of household and otherwise) will be done.  Likewise, for 1850 and 1860, slave schedules will be fully indexed by name of slave-owner.
  

Slave Jail Dockets: As part of early phases of “Beneath the Underground,” slave jail dockets from the [sheriff/constable] for Baltimore City and County have been extracted of entries relevant to runaway activity.  Persons so incarcerated hailed from seemingly all jurisdictions across the State of Maryland and beyond.  MSA Volunteer Jerry N. Hynson, who did most of the work concerning the Baltimore slave jails, has also published an extraction from the Washington, D.C. slave jails, parallel in scope and relevance.  Mr. Hynson has graciously offered us his working files from which a database will be made similar to that for the Baltimore dockets.

Newspaper Collections:  Selected newspapers will be mined for runaway advertisements and notice of committal.  Focus on Prince George’s County, and all contiguous counties and major cities.  For a list of newspapers, see Appendix A.  
Special Collection Items - William Still’s UGRR (1872).  Dr. T. Steven Whitman has graciously agreed to share the results of his work with Still’s classic.  Dr. Whitman has extracted all Maryland references.  As well, a microfilmed copy of Still’s “Journal C,” the raw material which was edited to produce, in part, the above referenced publication, is available at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.  A microfilm copy of this journal will be evaluated for its use to this study.  We are indebted to Kate Larson, doctoral student at the University of New Hampshire, for bringing this valuable resource to our attention.
Records of the Maryland Penitentiary: The following record series were mined as part of this past summer’s work: S270 (Commitments, 1850-1900), S275 (Prisoners Record, 1811-1893), S276 (Prisoners Record, Copy, 1811-1893), S277 (Prisoners Record, Index, 1840-1906).  Information pertaining to Prince George’s County has been collected.  An overall review and evaluation of the summer’s approach to this aspect should be done ensure efficiency.  

Maps:  To better understand any number of spatial relationships central to the focus of our study, it will be necessary to create image files for all available maps for nineteenth century Prince George’s County, and image files for a modern map of the county.  Where map books are available, image all pages.  

Select COAGSERS for Prince George’s County:

CIRCUIT COURT: C1169 - (Bonds), 1852-1949; C1175 - (Chattel Papers), 1852-1922; C1188 - (Court Papers, Blacks), 1856-1865; C1192 - (Court Record, Index), 1858-1861; C1151 - (Freedom Affidavits), 1852-1862; COMMISSIONER OF SLAVE STATISTICS: C1307 - (Slave Statistics), 1867-1869; C1308 - (Slave Statistics, Original), 1867-1869; ; COURT: C1168 - (Bonds), 1739-1851; C1171 - (Certificates of Freedom), 1806-1829; C1174 - (Chattel Papers), 1709-1851; C1187 - (Court Papers, Blacks), 1799-1851; C1189 - (Court Papers, Exhibits), 1832-1833; C1150 - (Freedom Affidavits), 1810-1850; REGISTER OF WILLS: C1172 - (Certificates of Freedom), 1820-1852; C1173 - (Cert. of Freedom, Original), 1831-1863; C1148 - (Estate Docket), 1858-1888; C1149 - (Estate Docket, Index), 1810-1957; C2500 - (Estate Index, Electronic), var.d.; C2119 - (Estate Papers), 1766-1881; C2184 - (Estate Papers, Digital); C1220 - (Guardian Accounts), 1789-1913; C1221 - (Guardian Bonds), 1703-1919; C1222 - (Guardian Docket), 1829-1893; C1224 - (Indentures), 1777-1881; C1228 - (Inventories), 1697-1897; C2730 - (Inventories, Index), 1697-1963; C1229 - (Inventories, Original), 1696-1793; C1300 - (Orphans Court Minutes), 1883-1904; C1190 - (Orphans Ct. Papers, Exhibits), 1869-1877; C1275 - (Orphans Court Proceedings), 1777-1903; C1287 - (Receipts and Releases), 1763-1921; C2728 - (Receipts), 1962-1976; C1326 - (Wills), 1698-1901; C2726 - (Wills, Index), 1698-1963; 
Indexing and Transcription
For each records series selected, an item-level indexing will be conducted, the results of which will be available for public use via web-based access.  When the nature of a records series so lends itself, a partial or full transcription of that series will be done.  As with other aspects of the project, any resultant transcriptions will be posted on the web.
The following records will be indexed
William Still’s UGRR (1872)

Select Maryland and Washington, D.C. newspapers for runaway advertisements and notices of committal (list available in Appendix B)
COAGSERS
COMMISSIONER OF SLAVE STATISTICS

C1307 - (Slave Statistics), 1867-1869

COURT

C1171 - (Certificates of Freedom), 1806-1829

C1187 - (Court Papers, Blacks), 1799-1851

C1150 - (Freedom Affidavits), 1810-1850

REGISTER OF WILLS

C1172 - (Certificates of Freedom), 1820-1852

C1173 - (Cert. of Freedom, Original), 1831-1863

U.S. Census, 1850, Prince George’s County, MD (Slaves)

U.S. Census, 1860, Prince George’s County, MD (Slaves)

The following records series will be transcribed

Maryland Penitentiary Docket

Baltimore Slave Jail Docket
Washington, D.C. Slave Jail Docket

U.S. Census, 1840, Prince George’s County, MD (Population); partial, free blacks

U.S. Census, 1850, Prince George’s County, MD (Population); partial, free blacks

U.S. Census, 1860, Prince George’s County, MD (Population); partial, free blacks

Special Focus: Large Holders/Population Clusters:  
Extensive population profiles will be conducted for selected large clusters of enslaved persons, and also free persons, where such clusters may be identified.  For these subjects, not only will standard census records be stripped, but possibly land records, plats, and maps.  Relative to plantations and slave owners specifically, probate records for owners during the time of this study will also be brought into consideration.  The aim for this aspect is to create as complete and specific an understanding of African Americans in these places as possible.  Many of these sites are still extant.

Prince George’s County: 

1. Belair Mansion and Plantation, Bowie

2. Poplar Hill Mansion on His Lordship’s Kindness, Clinton
3. Marietta Mansion and Plantation, Glen Dale

4. Mattaponi Mansion and Plantation, Croom

5. Montpelier Mansion and Plantation, Laurel

Interpretative Tools

Time-line: Statutes Addressing Race and Control

Interpretative Case-Studies

Flight and Assisted Flight

[to be determined for minimum/maximum number]
Legal Control of Antebellum Black Population

[to be determined for minimum/maximum number]
On-Line Accessibility
[to be determined with regard to grant agreement mandates]
Work Schedule and Task Assignments

Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse, State Archivist, will provide periodic consultation to the project team.  Project personnel will make two reports (preliminary and final) to the Project Director.  The Project Director will, in turn, make two reports (preliminary) to the Advisory Board.  

The Advisory Board

Dr. Ira Berlin

Ms. Nikki D. Smith

Ms. Agnes K. Callum

Mr. Jerry Hynson

Ms. Patricia Melville

U.S. Census Schedules

Jamal: 1830 and 1840; free black heads of household, and white heads of households that include blacks (enslaved or free)
Karen: 1850 free black population only

Jen: 1860 free black population only

David: 1850 and 1860 slave schedules; index of slaveowners by district, census page
Volunteers to assist in the above when available

Maps, Land records, Plats
Jamal (with assistance from Karen and Jen upon request): Create image files for all available maps for nineteenth-century Prince George’s County; create image files for modern maps of Prince George’s County; where map books are available, image all pages

Slave Jail Records

David: Analyze Hynson Baltimore City and County slave jail database for Prince George’s County case studies; create database from Hyson Washington, DC slave jail publication, notes, and attendant microfilm; analyze for Prince George’s County case studies

Newspaper Collections

Karen: [Charles County] Port Tobacco Times, and Charles County Advertiser, 1845 – 1860; [Montgomery County] Montgomery County Sentinel, 1856-1860
Jen: [Prince George’s County] Marlboro' Gazette, and Prince George’s County Advertiser, 1841-1860; [Montgomery County] Maryland Journal, 1847-1849

David: [Prince George’s County] Planter's Advocate, 1853-1860; [Prince George’s County] Planter's Advocate and Southern Maryland Advertiser, 1851-1853

t.b.d.: [Washington, DC] Daily National Intelligencer, 1830 – 1860; [Washington, DC] Washington Star, 1855 - 1860
Jamal to assist in the above when available

Each ad will be copied, scanned and recorded in database

William Still’s UGRR (1872)

David: Analyze Whitman Database for Prince George’s County relevance

Records of the Maryland Penitentiary 

David: Analyze Penitentiary Database for Prince George’s County relevance; verify efficiency of summer’s effort
COAGSERs
indexing

done: COMMISSIONER OF SLAVE STATISTICS: C1307 - (Slave Statistics), 1867-1869; C1308 - (Slave Statistics, Original), 1867-1869; COURT: C1187 - (Court Papers, Blacks), 1799-1851; 

David: COURT: C1171 - (Certificates of Freedom), 1806-1829; C1150 - (Freedom Affidavits), 1810-1850; CIRCUIT COURT: C1188 - (Court Papers, Blacks), 1856-1865; C1151 - (Freedom Affidavits), 1852-1862; REGISTER OF WILLS: C1172 - (Certificates of Freedom), 1820-1852; C1173 - (Cert. of Freedom, Original), 1831-1863;
Jen, Karen, Jamal, Volunteer to assist upon request
transcriptions/extractions 

done:  Maryland Penitentiary Docket; Baltimore Slave Jail Docket; Washington, D.C. Slave Jail Docket

see above: U.S. Census, 1840, Prince George’s County, MD (Population) partial, free blacks; U.S. Census, 1850, Prince George’s County, MD (Population)  partial, free blacks; U.S. Census, 1860, Prince George’s County, MD (Population) ; partial, free blacks

Special Focus: Large Holders/Population Clusters

David:
Jen, Karen, Jamal, Volunteer to assist upon request
Appendix A: 

Newspapers to be minded for Runaway Advertisements and Committal Notices:

________________________________________________________________________

Prince George’s County

Marlboro' Gazette, and Prince George’s County Advertiser, 1841-1860
Planter's Advocate, 1853-1860
Planter's Advocate and Southern Maryland Advertiser, 1851-1853

Washington, DC

Daily National Intelligencer, 1830 - 1860
Washington Star, 1855 - 1860
Anne Arundel County*
Annapolis Gazette, 1854 - 1860
Maryland Gazette, 1827 - 1839

Maryland Republican, 1826 - 1860
Calvert County (None extant)
Charles County:

Port Tobacco Times, and Charles County Advertiser, 1845 - 1860
Montgomery County

Montgomery County Sentinel, 1856-1954

Maryland Journal, 1847-1849

� NOTE: census schedules for 1830, PG County no longer exist


� Additionally, some documentable appreciation for the change in enumeration districts over the period must be gleaned from the Laws of Maryland.  The product of this effort should be placed in a database file that may be related to the Archives of Maryland On Line effort at some future date.


� Hynson’s book, District of Columbia Runaway and Fugitive Slave Cases, 1848 – 1863 (Willow Bend Books, 1999) is based on a roll of microfilm in the MSA Special Collections: M-9597 “D.C. Depart. Of Corrections, Runaway Slave Book.”


*This county’s newspapers were stripped during Summer 2002 as part of the this project’s work on Baltimore City and County
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