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Today was my first day at the State Archives.  I was very optimistic about the information I was going to find.  The staff member (Doug) was very helpful, and had pulled a few original documents: the docket, the opinion, and the miscellaneous papers.  He taught me the process he used to find the documents, then we went through them (briefly), and then---- I was on my own.  


This was a very frustrating day for me.  I am a fast learner, but this was a system with which I was wholly unaccustomed.  I felt that the majority of my time there today was spent simply trying to figure out what I was looking at.  I was there for over 2 hours, and really had nothing to show for it. 


Maryland Biographical Sketch Index:   This was a pretty good book.  Luckily, I found a couple of entries for the men upon whom I am focusing: Oscar Leser, William L. Marbury, and T. Scott Offutt.   The men were listed in the “Tercentary History of Maryland.”  Unfortunately, I found NOTHING on the women.  I was really hoping to make them the focus of my research.  I was curious----Who were they? Why were they chosen?  What type of background did they come from?  I didn’t find answers to any of these questions with this book.  But I was still determined.  Maybe I had to employ another strategy.  


Search the Archives:  I searched each of the characters using this method, and didn’t find anything.  All of the results related to other Maryland citizens.  So… I moved on to my next plan.


Newspaper Records:  I figured these would be helpful.  If I could find a good newspaper article, maybe I could get a feel for what was going on in Baltimore around that time!   I was very excited at the prospects.  Once again, however, I was deflated.  I searched the titles, and found the following:  Baltimore Sun (a Democratic venture),  Baltimore News American (a Republican venture), Afro American (because one of the women was an African American, I thought this could be helpful), Baltimore Catholic Review, (possibly a good avenue), Baltimore News, Baltimore Sentinel, Goucher College Weekly( I thought this would be GREAT!), Jewish Times (possibly another good perspective), Maryland Suffrage News (Oh my gosh!! This was the big one!! I was fired up when I found this!).  


Once I came up with the titles (the easy part), I had to figure out whether we had any of these in print for the time with which I was concerned.  I FOUND NOTHING!!!  The Archives didn’t have a single one of these for the time period I needed.  Deflated, yet again, I went home.  The Archives was closing, and I was just ready to get out of there.  

Monday, March 19, 2001


Today I decided to try the Pratt library.  I went to the Maryland Collection, on the 2nd floor.  The guest speaker, Dean Kimmel, told us in class that this was a great place to start in that library.  He said that there the librarians would be really interested in our project.  Once again, I was optimistic.  I went to the desk, and told them, excitedly, that I was working on this really interesting research project about women’s suffrage in Baltimore around in the early 1920’s.  The librarian, if she was really interested in my project, hid her excitement well.  She pointed me to the vertical files/ query catalog, and that was it.  

Vertical Files/Query Catalog:  Okay,  so I started, and looked up the following queries: Woman-Baltimore-Suffrage; Woman-Suffrage; Election Law; Baltimore Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage; Maryland Suffrage Association; Maryland League for State Defense.  The result:  NADA.  I found some interesting results, but they turned out to be red herrings.  There was nothing useful in the files that I found.  Unfortunately, I did find one result, but for some reason, that file was missing.  

Biography File: I looked up the following “characters” in my case:

· Oscar Leser:  found him listed in the Maryland State Bar Association Report from 1961, p. 249-251.  This was not helpful, as it was for a much later time period. 

· William L. Marbury: found him listed in the following publications: “Old Georgetown on the Potomac, p. 56-59; “Who Was Who in America,” v. 1, 1897/1942, p. 775; “American State Trials,” vol. 6; Maryland State Bar Association, 1936, p. 32-33.  These also proved to be of minimal help.

· Judge Offutt (who I found out what T. Scott Offutt----the first piece of helpful information!! I was once again, recharged, and ready to find stuff! Yippee!!):  he was listed in the following;  “National Cyclopedia of American Biography”, vol. B, p. 290;  Baltimore Sun, obituaries, 3/27/42; “Distinguished Men of Baltimore and Maryland”, 1914, p. 19 (with picture).  I was VERY excited after finding all of this.  I felt that now I had somewhere to go: I knew his name, and his date of death.

· Celia Street Waters and Mary D. Randolph:  although I found nothing at the Archives for these women, I had not given up on them yet.  After looking them up at the Pratt library, however, I totally gave up on them.  I made the decision at this point to just focus on the men. (sigh.)

The Newspaper Microfilm Section:  This was the best part of my research at this institution.  I had a REALLY nice lady help me “learn the ropes”  in this section.  She showed me how to find the periodicals that I wanted, and even showed me how to work the viewer!  I was very excited.  I looked at the Maryland Suffrage News, and the Baltimore Sun for the later 1920 period.  Unfortunately, they only had one reel of the Suffrage News, and the latest issue was from April 1920.  I looked at it anyway, and found some interesting newspaper clippings.  The most notable thing I learned was that this incident was not that big of a deal.  Oscar Leser objected reasonably, and there was no fighting or ANYTHING.  I was hoping to find something juicy, but didn’t.  I wasn’t about to complain though, I was happy I had something.

Tuesday, March 20, 2001


I went back to the Archives.  I felt better about my grasp of the characters, and what I was looking for.  Feeling much more organized, I started to look over the books Doug had pulled for me.  (I had to re-order the records, they had been re-shelved, I guess.  Luckily, Doug still had the order forms, so I just had to re-submit them.  This took a little more time than I had planned, though, so I was a little frustrated.)  I found the the Opinion from the Court of Appeals would be helpful, and had that copied.  I also thought the Miscellaneous Papers would be helpful, so I had those copied as well.  The Petition Docket, while I thought it would be helpful, was a big book, and would be too difficult to copy, so I decided to forgo copies of that.


Judge T. Scott Offutt:  I found a great book called the “Maryland Court of Appeals Photographic Collection,”  but for some reason, that record could not be found, so I moved on.   I was able to locate his death record though.  He died in Baltimore City, on CHRISTMAS EVE!!! That made me sad. 


William L. Marbury:  There was little on the Archives when I searched for him, but I did find a helpful blurb, and came up with the following stats:  born PG County, 12/26/1858, died Baltimore 10/26/35;  went to University of Maryland School of Law, got his J.D. in 1882, was the U.S. Attorney for the District of Maryland, appointed by Cleveland,  partner in the firm of Marbury, Gosnell & Williams, 1903, was a Democrat, and an Episcopalian. 


Oscar Leser: became a judge in Baltimore City at some point,  still don’t know when.


The Equal Suffrage League of Baltimore, Inc.: This was another good moment for me!  I found this name in one of the court documents.  I searched the Archives for this organization, and it found “The Handbook of the National Woman Suffrage Association.”  The Baltimore League was mentioned on p. 36.  I saved the entire document on disc, and printed it back at school.  It proved to be pretty helpful.  The President was a woman named Mrs. Charles E. Ellicott, who lived at 107 Brown Arcade, in Baltimore.

Wednesday, March 21, 2001


I went back to Annapolis, because I felt that I had had such luck there yesterday, I wanted to find more!!!  I again tried the newspaper route.  I looked at the Afro American, from around the time period.  Although I didn’t find any articles about the case at issue, I did find some interesting articles about the suffrage movement at the time, and the perspective of the African American population in Baltimore.  I also looked for a more recent issue of the Maryland Suffrage News.  I guess it wasn’t published any later than April, 1920.  The Archives had the same film as the Pratt library.   It was at this point that I got pretty frustrated.  The micro film viewers were different here than they were at the library.  The sign in the viewing room directed me to the circulation desk for any questions.  I went to the desk and was met by the RUDEST person I encountered throughout my research.  He was incredibly condescending, and just plain rude.  After this, I left.  

Thursday, March 29, 2001


I had some spare time at the school law library, so I thought I’d look at what we had there.   I asked Sara, a research librarian to point me in the direction of some biographical information.  She told me that we didn’t really have anything like that, but we talked to David, and he told me to check out the Maryland Bar Association Reports.  I was able to find some helpful information in these reports.  Each of the men I am researching gave speeches to the Association, and I photocopied those.  I figured that if nothing else, they would give me an idea of where each of the men stood, ideologically. 

Wednesday, April 4, 2001


I went back to that same section in the law school library.  I found the GREATEST BOOK!!!!! It’s called “The Lawyers’ Round Table of Baltimore.”  I found a little blurb on each of the men!!!!! I felt really good after that.   I feel like I’m ready to start preparing my presentation for next week! 

Thusday, April 5, 2001


While on my lunch break at work, I went to the Maryland Historical Society’s website.  They had some pictures that I thought would be useful in my presentation.  I downloaded them, and looked at some really great websites on women’s history and the suffrage movement.   I could’ve spent a couple of hours on this, but I must get to work!!!!

Saturday, April 7, 2001


I started to read through all of the materials, and figure out a “game plan” for my presentation on Wednesday.  

Sunday, April 8, 2001


Continued to work on my presentation, and began to work on the final paper.  

Monday, April 9, 2001


Today I visited the Baltimore Bar Library, at the Baltimore City Courthouse West.   I was very happy that I decided to go there on a whim.  I was able to find the Reports of the House of Delegates for the 1920 Session.  The best find was the Special Meeting called in September of 1920, where the Maryland General Assembly, defeated, adopted an amendment providing for the franchise of the female qualified citizens of Maryland.  

I also found a book, “Who Was Who in Maryland,”  which gave me some more biographical information on Judge T. Scott Offutt, of the Court of Appeals.  

I am now feeling pretty good about my project, and ready to present on Wednesday.  
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