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A TITLE IN DISPUTE.

Claimants to the Site of the Old
United States Courthouse.

SOUTH AMERICANS ENTER SUIT

The Case Hinges in I'art Upon a Deed
Made in 1765, When the Lot Was
Given to the First Presbyterian Con-
eregation forthe Ereotionofa Church,

The title to the ground at the northwest
corner of North and Fayette Ssireets, on
which stands the old United States court-
house, is involved in an ejectment suit insti-
tuted in the Superior Court yesterday.

The sult was brought by Michael A. Mullin
& Son and Jemes Pollard, attorneys for a
number of residents of Buenos Ayres, South
Ameriea, who claim the ground under a deed
made by Alexander Lawson. The claimants
are Elvira Romero, a widow; Allred Horne,
Marin Horne, Mualvina Vidiella, ¥rederico
Vidiella nnd Augusto Horne. They are the
descendants of Charles R. Horne, only son
of Mary Horne. Inaddition to the eround
they claim $100303 as profits on the prop-
erty which haveaccrued.

In 1765 Alexander Lawson conveyed to
John Smith and others, trustees, a lot of
ground nt the corner of Last lane, uow Fay-
ette street, nod North lune, now Nor:h street,
to be used for the erection of a’'church and
parsonage and for u buvial grounid by the
Presbyterian congregation then worshipping
under Rev. Patrick Allison.

A church <was erected on the lot and the
ground wus held by the Presbyterians until
1859, when part of it was sold to the United
States government for the erection of the
courthouse. The remainder of the lot was
sold for other purposes. The congregation
which worshipped there was that of the First
Presbyterian Church, which, in 1859, built the
present chureh at the corner of Madison
street.and Park avenue.

Mr. Lawson died in 1798, leaving his entire
estate to his widow, Elizabeth Lawson. Mrs.
Lawson death occurred in 1815, she leaving
the residuc of her estate to a number of
relatives of herself and husband. Amoug
these relutives was Mrs, Mary Horne. The
only child of Mrs, Horne was Charles R.
Horne, who was also her ouly heir. He left
the United States for South America about
1816, and since thut time neither be norany
ot his family bns been to the United States.

It is contended that upon the diversion of
the property from the uses set forth in the
deed trom Mr. Lawson to John Smith and
others it reverted to his heirs or devisees.
By virtue of the non-residence of the claim-
ants in this country, it is asserted that the
descendants of the Horne family are not
bournd by the statute of limitations. These
descendunts Ciaim an undivided one-ecighth
of the ground on which the courthouse
stands, and it is said that the claim cannot
be impeached. They are said to have had no
knowledge of the diversion of the property

from the uses named in the deed from Mr.

Lawson until receatly, when, havinog insti-
tuted a search for other real estate, they
learned for the first time of their title to the
property in question.

"There are said to be other persons living in
Maryland and Virginia who also claim title
to the property under the will of Mrs. Law-
son, and they will watch the progress of the
ejecttaent suit now brought with much in-
terest.

The suit is brought arainst Internal Reve-
nue Collector Murray Vandiver, as he is the
custodian of the bullding, and the Unlted
Siates eannot be sued. The proceeding in
this respect is similar to the celebrated case
to recover General Lee's properiy at Arling-
ton, when the suit was brought against the
keeper of the Arlington Nutional Ceweters,
uand was successful., ltis said that the same
question as to the title was raised in refer-
euce to the Universalist Chureh property on
Baltimore street, near Central avenue, which
was bought by the Redemptorists for a Cath-
olic church. When the title was examined it
was found that the ground had DLeen con-
veyed to the Society of Friends to be used
for burial purposes. The Court of Appeals
deeided thut the title was had because of the
diversion tfrom the purposes contemplated in
the orizinal deed.

Tho late Severn Teackle Wallis was con-
sulted uboutthe courthouse proverty shortly
bhefore bis death, and, it is suid, he gave it us
his opinion that the claim ot the heirs ot
Chas. R. Horue is vaiid.
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