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Research goals:

\vResearch and chart the publication history of the Afro-American newspaper. (I started a chart
but some information on it may not be correct. | was just beginning to make sense of it, but
didn't have time to check what seemed to be the case from the few sources that | consulted.) |
think that we agreed that the Afro's Archives in Baltimore was a good place to start
researching.

Here's the link to the Afro's own short online history: http://Mmww.afro.com/aboutus.him
Ve

“Keep a bibliography of sources consuited, which should include where the source was found,
i.e., what library, archives, etc.

«~Find out what institutions (libraries, archives, the Afro itself, etc.) have the paper, and give a
detailed accounting of their holdings, including editions and formats (microfilm, original
hardcopy, photocopy, etc.)

| can help you interpret online catalog record entries, which are notoriously incomplete,
~incorrect, and confusing. Let me know when you plan to go to the Afro’'s Archives so that we
can meet after that, i.e., before you go to any college libraries.

Do you need an Archives laptop for this work?
I'l drop off the file to you.

By the way, we have Sam Lacy's book:

Lacy, Sam with Moses J. Newson

Fighting for Fairmess; The Life Story of Hall of Fame Sportswriter Sam Lacy

Tidewater Publishers, Centreville, MD, 1998

Call no.: 1450

Accession no.: L29708

Location: 12-4-3

Subject: African-Americans - Maryland - Biography; Discrimination in sports - United States -
History

Library no.: 12529

Farrar, Hayward

Baltimore Afro-American 1892 - 1950
Greenwood Press, Westport, CT, 1998
Call no.: 1050 N7

Accession no.: L.29699

Location: mezzanine
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Subject; Newspapers - Maryland; African-American press - Maryland - Baltimore, Newspapers
- Maryland - Baltimore
Library no.: 12525

Christine E. Alvey

Librarian

Maryland State Archives

350 Rowe Blvd.

Annapolis, MD 21401

{410) 260-6438

fax: (410) 974-3895
http:/fwww.mdarchives.state.md.us
christia@mdsa.net
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Thomas Stockett

[Age 82] The longtime illustrator and
political cartoonist for the Afro-American
newspaper was also a noted portraitist.

BY FREDERICK N. RASMUSSEN
[SUN REFGRTER]
HOMAS STOCKETT, WHOSE
career as an illustrator and
political cartoonist at the Af
ro-American newspaper
spanned more than half a
century, died Wednesday of a heart
attack at Maryland General Hespi-
tal. He was 82.

Mr. Stockett, who lived in the Sut
ton Place Apartiments, was en route
to work at the Afro-American’s edito-
rial offices, where he had worked
for 53 years, when stricken.

"“{(hin he told a story with his art-
& s work, he told it completely, and for

HlS drawmgs the last 50 years, he captured all the
Stl.u I‘esonate, ©  important moments,” said Afro

©  publisher John “Jake” Ofiver,

and hlS “You could look at one of To:mn%ll’s
will @ cartoons, and you knew what he
leg.acY £ wassaying. You didn’t have toread a
live on " 4p0word editorial to know what it
' :  was about. He made it seem easy”
because of g Mc Oliver, who described Mz
i »aaid Stockett as a man with an “interna-
his art, said . tional reputation” who was “quiet

state Sen. o and pauuéhfu]lﬂylr bashful,” e Stocketts

* S Thro € years, B g
Catherine E, ;  work garnered him many awards
Pugh . from the Maryland-Delaware-D.C.
’ ; Press Association and the National

S e w2 Newspaper Publishers Association,
“He owned the NNPA,” ML Oliver
said.

“He cared greatly about his work and made sure that his art
spoke to whatever the editorial page was proclaiming that week.
He was an exgacting, calm and a peacefully sweet man,” said the
Rev. Dorothy 8. Boulware, editor of the Afro-American. “He told sto-
ties and wasn’t afraid to go up against the establishment.”

Mz Stockett worked from a cramped office filled with file cabi-
nets containing originals of his work and piles of ¢ld newspapers.
Colleagues estimated that during his career, he drew more than
7,000 cartoons,

“He worked in pen and ink — no computer — on an old drafting
table,” Ms, Boulware said.

Mr. Stockett was to be honored next week in Annapolis, where he
was to receive Black History Month honors from the state Senate,
said Baltimore Sen, Catherine E, Fugh.
d“’l‘uesday’s ceremony will still go on,” Senator Pugh said yester-

ay.

“For the last 50 years, he has recorded what has happened to our
community and the important moments in the city and state for
African-Americans,” she said. “His drawings still resonate, and his
legacy will live on because of his art.”

Senator Pugh added: “His cartoons were not just cartoons. They
were messages that asked us to exarnine our thoughts. They were
about social and political issues and asked us to find out what was
best for our community”

M. Stockett was born and raised in Baltimore. He was diagnosed
with polio when he was 2 years old, and doctors gave him only two
years to live. His recovery left him partially paralyzed on his right
side. Later in life, he lost sight in one eye.

*His right leg and hand never fully developed, and he drew and
painted with only his left hand,” said C. Allen Board, a Brooklyn
artist and longtime friend. “When he was a young boy, his mother
would leave a pencil and a piece of paper for him, which was a
hint to draw pictures.”

Mr. Stockett’s interest began when he was 4, and he was painting
by the time he was a teenager. He studied at Carver Vocational-
Technical High School and later went to work for a Baltimore sign
company designing and painting billboards for local movie thea-
ters.

It was his boss at the sign company that helped Mr. Stockett land
ajob at the Afro in 1954,

An Afro-American news release announcing his death said Mr.
Stockett “consistently poked fun at segregation and showed its in-
consistenicy with American ideals of freedom and democracy.” The
statement added that he used “his drawings to llustrate’an edito-
rial point and help readers envision a particular topic from a black
perspective.”

“When he did editorial drawings, he did them with ease and
made the subject matter come alive. He was thorough, took his
time, and was one of the most wonderful cartoonists alive,” said
Frances L. Murphy, former publisher of the Washington Afro and
author of the “If You Ask Me” column.

Mr. Stockett was also a talented portraitist who worked in other I
media, including oils, watercolors and acrylics. He painted all of
the portraits that hang in the Afro‘s board room.

Mr. Stockett was well known in the art world and participated in
many shows, where his work earned many awards.

“He loved talking to people and showing his art,” said Gary Ka-
chadourian, visual arts coordinater for the Baltimore Office of Pro-
motion & the Arts. “It could be the hottest day, and he'd be out
there talking to people.”

His wife of 40 years, the former Helen Weeden, died in 1988.

Services for Mr. Stockett will be held at noon Monday at the
March Funeral Home. 1101 E. North Ave.
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