TNPRISOVEENT OF W. L. LESPLIY.

We publish in anotber column an account of
the arreat and imprisvmnent of Mx Chapla. or-
erly elitor of the Alba

bear testimony against the institation, are de.
terred from doipg eo for fear of being mus
pected of Baving afimbes with thoss mea of
1be free States who are engaged io this bosi-
Dess. The masses of mazkind are not in the
Babit of making nice distinctivos, and they are
0 frequently obtuse to a3 are obrious
upon & momen's exsmisation If 3 men is un-
derstood to be opposed 1o slavery, 10 hare s
conscience on that subject, he naturally becomes
an olject of suspicion to the Soutbern yeople.
T i3 for this reason that 100 Wiy Southern
mea who Lave expressed sentimonts unfnendly
to elavery have taken great puics to disclum
Al eympathy for the slaves. it is only the inter-

Vests of the whites that they care for, they would

bave us believe, but we sre dupued 1o give
them eredat for » Lttle Bumanity, even st the ex-
pense of their cxndor  Thia state of things—the
Bitter prejodies againat eversthiog which lools

T
of thesleve, Lke Peter, (o deny the truth that is
in them, iy in n great degree owing to the exoesses,
i0 Word and deed, of the Northern eneaies of
slavers.

We respecifully submit it 10 1he satislavery
wen of the North, that the ehampions of Right
8 Trowb should bave clean banda ‘They
should come to the buly task of propagating
troth among men Wih guileless hps They
should be “wiseas serpenty” but ~barmless as
doves” They should practice ) double-deshing
invent vo pious fraada. nor act vpon the muxim
that “1he end Justifies the messa”  The chan
pions of Freadam shoul ] be the best, purcst, most
dusioterested and candii wen 1 the country
Theyshould inspire confidenee and recpeet.shove
all cliogs, amoxg the Sauthern people, by 38 hos.

oratle, Liberd, law-atiding coarse  Ilow el

to thei views?

Stephens o Washiogion city The Natiwn
Era 13 01 10 condemoation of bis m..ml We
Bave 00 heart 10 )0ic 1o this censure  Thealaven
holder is sunply a pieste holdiog bya thief's
hid fellow maa 19 bovdage, who hat precisely the
same yight £ be free a8 bnaself  Thus being the
case, it 19 not only the right, but the duty of the
slave to got free whenever Locan by lawfal meana.
The oly luwful meaos in bis yower is to run
It ia therefore bis rigbtand duty, whinev-
er 2 ehance of &cape 4 presented, to embrace it.
e right for bim to make bis exeape, it 13 of
Recesaty roght 10 0csst bin. Ther fore the ect of
Mr Chapho, for which be has beea arrestad and
commutted 10 Prison, ¥as, we honestly believe,
Hiewicg 1n the saght of Gol.

Ira quotea in condemnation of (his act,
from an article writen by the adtor, in Craem
Bals, exmmencing thos 4 The butnag mind is 8o
comntututed, that it will sttach something dis-
houcrzhle o that which hus «o be done 1n the
..uk orby stratsgem”

2 this prsciple. the editor would condemn

m pnmlxnve Chretiant, who assubled 10
dirk” and dens of the

by o -mr-mpx 1lew uld eon.
Jonn the \Vaumm anl the Albigenwes of
France the Covenautersof Soutland, an] the Py~

—'E

and by stratagem ™ Wonld 1t be “ dishonorable”
takeneapure by Algerine jinates 10
e the Jark or by stratagem?” Then
131t wrong for the apies of Toombs and
sxqmem-,.n.lnm ol prates,to dothe
mething? Wasit S ahanoruble or the per-
o 1 iwoners by the lndisns, durug the
Tras sesttement of thic coutry, 1y amul then
eelves of “utratagem and dirkness” (0 escape?
Yet slavery ia wore intolerable than Indian cap-
tivity for who doea not know that one olyect of
the Semmole and Florda wars
theslres esovped from the
1™ of Clridtian eisibzed elasery, tothe bare
Tors cf hie 1n the wigxam?? Ve funcy that
Af Dr Bailey's wife and chiliren were reluced
tostrery, and he had n chance fo recover them
10 the dark or by stratagem,” bis scruples would
vanuh marvellously soon  [f Mr Chapln shall
e doamed to follow the limented Torrey, it will
be foran act oa_which we have no_doubt Jewns
xnd Angels will sutle with approbatien —Free
Preshypenae.

Wehave not censured the slaves of Messrs.
“Toombs aud Stephets, or any others for attempt-
\ng to escape from slavery They are bound by
2o 10ral cLligation, no eompact, no law to which
they or their ABEestors kave ever given their us-
sent, exeept the law of Phywcalaeceswty. Inat-
temping 10 ackieve their freedon, they Lave only
done what every man with an honest impulse m
Bus breast will say prompily, that be weuld have
done  We bsve vot aad sball not condema them.

tat the case i diferent with an American cifi-
2en who assts thern in escapiog  He has incar-
red poiucal aud socisl oolizations which fortil
all efforts, open or covert, direct or indirect, the
otjict of which i, te belp & slave in running

from these obligations 1y any meutal resolves he
ey make, by eoying to hauself, the law isuojust,
and therefore [ will not obey it , because,
adoctrine were allowel, here eould de no such
thing as organized society  Every man would be
bus own Lawgrver, aud suveral anarchy pre.
wail Every citizen ia protected by the Liws, and
therefore he 13 bound by them. 1lis hiberty, cisil
and religions, 13 protected, ay well us his right
10 enjoy and dispose of whaterer property he may
possess. 1le is the.efore morally, sacially, and
politically bound to chey the laxs of the land,
whether he believea them 1o be just or mot. He
13 furtber bound to obey what be betieves 10 be
ubjust Liws, berause be is prinleged to remon-
strate, petition, and vole sgaivst their eoatin-
uance

Ta all these Tepects the condition of the slave
is diferent  [le is unpretected, debarred the
sight of petstion nd complaint, aal therefore be
is not morally bound to continue under a govern-
‘meat whach thus traumples on kis rights.

“The only way for an Americsn itizen to throw
off the obligations of the Constitation and laws
of the laud, is to leave the eauntry Or, if he
€hooscs 12 dinregard thoselsws while he remains
witkin the territory of the United States, be
should by all means, if he would 10aintain a char-
scter for good faich an | honor, mske a declaration
of war  Iteshould not skulk atout a8 a Liw abi-
Jing cuuizen, clamiing snd enjoyag the protection
of the laws, hile the business of Lis hfe isto
wiolate them.

The Fiee Pres/grernn remarke, that Gon this
principle the editor (of tle Nanoual Esa) wonld
condenn the primitisa Chnitians, who sssembled
“in fhe derk” in the < esves and dens of the
earth? o worhig their Saviour e wauld eon-
demn the Waldeuses anl the Albigenses of
France. the Coveounters of Scotlizd, tnd tke
Poritans of Englaud  whose ouly “freelom to
worship Gol w3 ohtained by meeting “1n the
dark and by stratagem” Notatall They were
not protected by the luws in & most sacred, natu-
rl right—therefore they were yustfisble in ex-
ercising that right i vielation of the law and
m«, by the wag,are the strongrt possllale ex-

we cocld des
eafurcing what we have suid, in regand to the
Tight ef slaves 10 recorer their hibertioa.

We bave spoken of tbe duties of the Ameri-
esn cvizen towards the slaves of the South.
Claiming and exercising the largest berty of
discussion upon the merits of sluvery, snd bold-
ing it to be our right un 1 duty to aswust in bring-
1ng about a state of pablic ferliag favorsble to
1he perceful and Legitimate exinction of that io-
stituticn, ¥e at the same time, while the law of
slavery exists, feel bound to acquiesco in ite
eulorcement, sod disclaim oy purpose o right
to siolate it. To the ezpedvary of alt effurta st
its violatoon, we have expressed a3 decided ob-
retiony  The effect of more than kalf the ef-
Torts that bave been mtle to rur: of slave from
the border States, where the iastitution i3 com-
paratively mild, is to itate them and their
Jouteriy fnto the Bopeless and eruel bondags
of the sugar plntations of the South, while
the whole communty 1 the wiciy of the
transsction becomes alarmed for the Recanty
of their “[roperty ® and ships off a dozen o

public miod is evil, and only enl. They cause
the nime of abolition to become & bugbear
1hrough the whole Southern conatry, where it
18 most desirable 10 diemumste might views
wpon the subject of slavery  Men in that re-
206, Who wWoald ctherwise freely and gladly

cun they expect to convers the Soutke-a T

axay from Las muster  He cannot free himself

|



