THE CASE OF WILLIAM L. CHAPLIN.

rrOX ‘“Tar mrrumLic.”

It will be recoltected that on the night of the 8ih of Scp-
tember last Wittrax L. Cuareax was arrested in Montgo-
mery county, Marylard, a short Jistance from the District
line, by Captain J. H. Godderd, assisted by efficers Handy,
 Wollerd, Cox, and Davis, and Mesers. Cook, Butte, and

Sniithia, havicg in bis possession twa slaves, the property,
severally, of the Ifon A. I Stevens snd the Hon. Robert
Toomls, of Georgia, who were at thal time sensicg in Con.
gress; that a epirited conflict of arms accarred Letween the
occupants of the carrisge and tke puteuing parties § and that,
on bring taken bsck to the city of Warhington, Mr. Chaplin
bail in the sum
of $6,000 1o appesr before the Criminal Court of the Dis-
tiict of Columbia to answer for the abduction of the two

was imprivoncd, and then released on g

elaves,

Subsequently, on the requisition of the Goverror of Mary«
1and, he was delisered to the sheriff of Montgomery county,
Maryland, where be has remained to the reserd time—a pe-

riod of about twa months,
On the former bearing of thi
trate 1o bail the priconer was

£ore Liix honor Judge Bacwsz, Julges Dorecy and Wi
being aleent.

There appeared tor the prosecution, G. R, Richardson, the

Attorney General for the Siate of Maryland, sud the Hon.
Robert I. Bowie ; for the prisoner, Messes. Charles I, Pitte,
of Baltimore 3 . KadelifT, of Wshington ; and Jobn Brewer,
of Montgemery county, Margland.

Me. Pirrs remuked to the Court that there were seven in-
Jdctments against Willism L. Chaplin ; three, charging an
n attempt 1 kill Meesrs, J. H.

ia, and Richard Butts ; two, Jarceny
of the dlaves of Megars. Stepheos and Toombs; and two
others, charging the prisoner with assisting the elaves to cacape
from their maxters, coutrary 1o the act of Assembly of 1849,
“The olject of the counw L of the prisoner at this time was 1o
ask that he be bailes), and that the amount be Gxed. Al the
cases, except the twa last, were simply misdemeanors. “The
indictments, he believed, were relurned to-day ; the prisoner
had had no time to prepare for biv defence ; and he asked that
hait be allowed asa matter of right ; and that the court would,
in granting
the cas-, including those uf the wecused.

Me, Bowik was instructed (o say that the State was now
ready for trial.  Ihail was inerely required as eecured for the
appearance of tha priconer ; and they were informel by his
counsel that the accused was not ready for trisl. He sup-
posed that the most material considerations should form a
Daria, some foundation, for the request which had been made;
such as the helief that a fair trisl could not be had, a long
delay, or an absence of important witnesses 3 and then the
matler of bail was tole lefi to the diacretion of the court. e
conld not concur with his friend in saying that hail was a
matter of right. ‘The cvurt must hear the testimony —as the
amount of bail slways depeuds on the circumstances which
surround the erime or the utfence charged.

Mr. Prrrs had never undcrstood that in any case, st
that which hisd been presented by the grand jary, bail could
not be gsked a8 2 matter of right in the Ntate of Maryland.
The gentlemsn on the opposite side enid that the State wae
teady for trial.  The indiciments were filed in court only to-

and therefore it was inpssible that the prisonet v is
couneel rould i make prepatations to meet the issue.
He was not familiar with the practice of this court, and could
notepeak of it; but the general practice elsewhere wus to
allow four daga tothe accused ta make preparations far his
trisl. The case of Chaplin was not now realy for trial, for
good and sufficient reassns.  Some of the witnesste livein
the District uf Columbis, elsewhere, ont of the
State of Maryland ; and vidence is material to the de.
x d it i d important to the 2
plin’s counsel should make preyarations.  They had
suppowd that the right to be admitied to bail would not be
cmtroverted,  Magictrates cannot bail after the parties have
Leen committed te the cusiody of the court 5 but eaces of mis-
Jemeanor, as five of these indictments were, are bailable.
The counscl for the defence merely submit the guestion 10
the coust.  1f they shall not Le ready hereafter for trial, they
will show reasons for the con‘inuance of the case. oy
the other xide are veady, they cught not to call for the en
counter %o early as this.

Me. Ricu, bad culy one remark toadd.  Whatever

may be the opinion of the court as to the right of bail, the
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1 the dicretion of the court, and it should be assured beyond
contraversy that the bail is to secure the attendance of the
prisoner. The notoriety of thia case, the presence of the
sunsel hee, the efforts which have Leen made to bail the
parly anterior 1 the term of this court, and now, when in-
dictments have bevn fonud, and eounsel are personally pre-
sent for the purpose of reeing to the interest of this man, a
suggestion must arise whether the proposition 8 buil kim is
noty in ffcety a proposition for Lim'to escape justice ; and
whether he is not paying a bounty for bis Liberty by fizing the
amouct of bail, which, leyond all question, it slways in-
tended to secure the attendance of the party for trial.  He
stands indicted for the aluluction of two sfaves; the larceny
an isting them 10 cscape rest 0n the rame state of facts;
but in ascisting these twa elaves to cxcape throvgh his instru.
mentality, he attempicd to take the lives of three individusle.
Under these circunistances, and in considetation of the facts,
the amount of bail should be rach as to secure, beond ques-
ion, bis attendance here for trial.

Mr. Perrs objected to the impropriety of suggesting that
the bail asked was intended to be forfeited.  He apprehended
that the rights of the prisoner etoad on the basis assigned to
all uther perans accused of oilences.  He is here charged
with asasult and Lattery with intent to kill ; he is indicted on
two other charges, namely 5 abducting two negroes, the pro.
peaty of Messra. Stephens and Toombs, and for assisting them
I scemed 9 hir that the Court is not to wre-
A he intention of the party in asking Dail is to escape
uial.  The party, by law, is innocent of the charges made
against him uutd be be poved guilty ; and the finding of the
erand jary, on £z parte testimony, and the Ging of bail, has
no weight and cousideration in the teial of this case.  \Weare
hete to ask bail, and make the application under protest that
itis not to be taken as presumptin that itis to epable this
man ta evade a trial, aad we cannot acquiesce in any such
presumption.  We do not otject to fixing the bail to the cir-
cumstances of the case, and the abllity of the accused to give
i, The fact that the Gaverrment is ready for trial ought not
13 pross tie dsstie on the accused with no time for preparation,
a0d he appealad 10 the extensive experience of the State's At
toincy to say whether it is not the daily and constant practice
o bail afier indictments are found, and his most usual prac-
tie et the indictments Lave been found, it is the prace
tice 10 fit the amount of Lail.  We have come 10 give bail,
and are not realy to try thie case,

Ms. Bowix read from Blackstone’s Commentaries to show
that bail in certsin grave offences was not & matter of right,
but & matter of fasor, addressed 1o the discretion of the court,

Tie said that the case tequired consideration, snd
that its decisicn on the spplication for bail would be made
known on the ecsuing morring.

. Oathe meetingot the Court on Wednesday motcing, Judgu
Bacwsa caid that he hal considered the spplication for bail
made by the counsel of Wim. L. Chaplin on Tuesday. Ac-
cording 10 the practice of the court, bail could be alfowed at
any time before casce ate resdy for trial. Tt was,
discretionary.  Bot indictmerts have been found
prisoner, and, unlest some resscrialle cause be assigned, the
court could not entertsin the apylication at present. The
eourt would, bowever, as was customary, allow time to the
counsel of the accused to prepare for Irial, (they baving as-
serted that they were rot now ready,) atd he was willing to
Tisten to any euggestions why there should be postponement
or delay.
. There was a large number of persors in attendance. Ex-
citement t the degree anticipated was not prevalent.

Dating the tial of an appesl case—

The prisoner, Mr. Chaplin, was brought into the court-
toom, accompanied by a Mr. and Mrs, Saith, of the Saciely
of Friends, ttom New York, and by Mr. Cameron and Miss
Gilbert. There wae much confusion st this stage, the spec-
tators rushing forward 10 get a view of the prisoner, who sd-
vacewd tothe desk of the clerk, and depasited with that officer
eeven several declarations, in the following words, viz :

“SraTe of Marreasp v, Wi L. Carvix,

4 In Mimtgomery County Court, November Term, 1850.
* Tndictment for ——,
¢ And the said William L. Chaplin comes into Court and
ggeats to the Court that he cannot have a fair aod impartial
trial of the case in this court. 1l therefore prays the court to
order and direct the record of its proceeding: the said
sase to be transmitted 10 the court of some adjoining county
for trial.

* On this 13 b da:

'y of Novemb.r, 1850, personally sppeared

case the power of tho magis-
ssed, but the demand was
wived by his countel, sud the case sgain came up on Tues-
day, the 12th instant, in the Montgomery county court, be-
ineon

it, take into consideration all the circumstances of

would net be bail on this occasion.  An individual isbrought
before court with sparse and slender means, and snother
brought before court with large sod ample means.  What,
be repea‘ed, would be bail in the one case would not ba bail
inthe other. There was a grave reason for t!
‘was more important than the other, and the
be forfeited by the prioper for the eake of his liberty ; there-
fore sounder discretion should be ezercised by the court. The
question is, whe'her this case is one of that character ; and he
apprehes that the court svould look, not 1o the means of
this fodividusl, but to the weighty consequences involved.
“There are in this country fanatics wha think that they are do-
ing God eervice Ly stealingaway the property of others. And
with this feelir g, and acting with those fanatics, this man bes
not only bezarded hisliberty, but has involsed the fortunes of
those who are antious fot his release. Mr. Richardson svg-
gested this as a question which ought to be considered ia fix-
ing the amount of bail. It was not the man, but the case ;
and in bailing the case, the feeliugs of this section of the coun-
ey are largely interested.

\Mr, Prrrs remarked that it was not necessary to make any
suggestion as 1o t| 89 he had said yesterday. And he
Lt this morning, that the case stands preciscly as
other cases stand under the laws of Maryland ; and the pro-
recution on the part of the State had no right to bring into

i lion of this 3 5 else-
where to influence the position which this man occupies. The
prisoner has been indicted for three misdemeanors—~assaulte
comuitted on persons who atteropted hisarrest ; for twoother
misdemesnors—allcged assittatce rendered slaves (o esco
std fur two larcenies of the negroes. He would say to his
friends oo the otber side, and with dve deference to the Court,
that the question is, what amount of bail (leoking to the cit-
cumstances of the party, acd these misdemeanors under the
Taws of Maryland) should be demanded to sceure the atend-
ance of the accused for trial.  There was no_evidence which
would lead the Court 1o believe that the application tor bail is
madein bad faith. This man's mesns ate limited § it may

that they sre greater than those of others wha are brought
bitber for trial ; but becaure a man has friends who sre wil-
ling to 8id bim in recovering his liberty, and to make prepara-
tions for the day of trial, is the tail to be sccumulated sone to
preventLim fiom oblainingit? Is i(wizhi: ':?a spirit of the ‘m:,;
itutional ion th: ivebail X

And shiall the amount required be beyord the means of the
party to give ? And is it to be ssid, becauso this man bas
#tolen, or atteraptad to steal, one kind of property, the offence
is greater than if he had stolen another kind of property ?
And that brcause persons in other parte of the country sym-
pathize with bim, the combined capital of the North is 10 be
brought o his sid * Is the Court to be told that, because the
uffence is egainst a particular institution, the amount of bail
must by excessive, to gratify thosn in anuiber region who
entertain contrary sentiments ! No: bail ehould always be
roportioned to the exient of the offence charged, without
looking 10 tho prejudices or predilections of any other pirt of
the country.  You are to look to the Iaw of the land anl the
means of the party, and then determine the bail, havirg in
view the principle that exceesive bail shall not be demanled.

‘The Court suggested that the venuo be changed to Heward
District, in the adjoining county.

The couneel for the prisoner expressc them elves perfect-
ly estisfied.  Therefore the trial of Chaplin is designed to
take place (not eatlicr than the next March term) ic the
Howard District Court, at Elticott’s Mills,

The wittesses for the State gave bail, $3,600 cact, for
their sppearance at the March term of the court

Ve did in in Rock il the Julge
the amount of bail required 1o be given for the sppearance of
the prisoncr, but learn from a friend that it wes fiscd at nloe-
teen thousand dollars; and that there was no indication that
bondsmen wers in attendance. They may, hewever, be pro-
cured st an estly Jay.

incourt the said Wm, L. Chaplin, and solemnly and sin.

cerely declared and afirmed that the matters set forth in the
aforvgoing suggestion are true, to the best of his knowledge
and beliel. » L. SToxzsTREST, Clerk.”

The.pvimner likewise s:ked for & change of venue on the
other six cases, wbich was granted : and he then retired with

hi friend-,
Mr. Prrra, of counsel for W,
the trisl could not take place anti

iam L. Chaplin, said thet
} the mext spring terms |

a?d be again made spplication to the court to fix the amount |
of bail,

Mr. Ricuanusox, for the State,

gestion setatbe amountof bail. This case was one, he said,

‘which not only exciles this part of the country, but excites
3 and it being a question of great |

otler parts of ite country

would merely make a sug- |

excitement, what would be bail under ordinary eircumstances |



