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Field. The first Hiss wrial was severely critcized by those who
believed Hiss guilty. Even before the trial ended, the press learned
that Kaufman had manipulated the calendar so that he could be made
the judge in the case.!1* Congressman Frank Keefe, a Republican
from Wisconsin, placed in the Congressional Record of July 18, 1949,
serious allegations of misconduct and corruption by Judge Kaufman,
some directly linked to New York congressman Emanuel Celler.
Kaufman had allegedly received bribes on behalf of Celler from com-
panies that wanted his influence with executive branch agencies.

Hiss in Venona

Hiss was released from prison in November 1954 and, until his
death in 1996, continued to insist that he was innocent. But evidence
in the trial and some developed after his conviction showed the
opposite. In August 1969 the NSA finished breaking a March 30,
1945, Venona message from the Washington, D.C., Rezidentura to
Moscow headquarters. It reported a meeting between the Soviet
“illegal” Rezident Akhmerov and an agent of Soviet military intelli-
gence called “Ales.” In reading the message, one sees clearly that
“Ales” was Alger Hiss.

The message said that “Ales” had been working for military
intelligence since 1935. (While most of the others were transferred
to NKVD) in 1938, Hiss remained with military intelligence.) “Ales”
maintained a small group “for the most part consisting of his rela-
tions.” Akhmerov’s report went on to say that “the group and “Ales”
himself work on obtaining military information only. Materials in
the State Department allegedly interest Soviet milicary intelligence
very little and he does not produce them regularly.”

“Ales” (Hiss) told Akhmerov that he and his group had recently
received Soviet medals. He reported “Ales” as saying that “after the
Yalta Conference when he had gone on to Moscow, a Soviet person-
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age in a very responsible position (Ales implied that it was Comu
Vyshinsky) allegedly got in touch with Ales and at the behest of
military intelligence passed on to him their gratitude....”!16

Hiss had been at the Yalta Conference and had then flows
Moscow with Secretary of State E. R. Stettinius, Jr. He worked
as deputy and then as head of the Office of Special Political Aff
which received a considerable amount of military information.

When this Venona message was partially broken back in 1950,
FBI tentatively concluded that “Ales” was Alger Hiss. A May
1950, FBI memorandum said, “It would appear likely that this i
vidual is Alger Hiss in view of the fact that he was in the S
Department and the information from Chambers indicated thar
wife, Priscilla, was active in Soviet espionage and he also h:
brother, Donald, in the State Department. It also is to be noted
Hiss did attend the Yalta Conference as a special advisor to Presic
Roosevelt, and he would, of course, have conferred with high «
cials of other nations attending the conference.”!17 The informa
that Hiss flew on the State Department plane from Yalta to Mos

confirmed the identification.

Hiss’s Last Report

On September 12, 1946, columnist Drew Pearson wrote an
cle based on a classified U.S. military study of British military o
ations against the Greek Communist insurgency. Although Pea
misquoted the report, it was clear that he had seen a copy. This
ated great concern in State Department security since the docur
also contained highly classified information on the British orde
battle in Greece. The document had been in the office of Alger

The investigation showed that the document, prepared at
request of the State Department, was missing. It also showed a .

ous security laxness in Hiss’s Office of Special Political Affairs.
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office had frequently ordered exira copies of classified documents
which then went missing. When Hiss was questioned about this, he
immediately denied responsibility. In the days before Xerox
machines, a spy had to copy, retype, or photograph a document, If
extra copies were lying around, it was refatively easy to steal one.
The investigation indicated that the document had reached Drew
Pearson, thanks to his reporter David Karr.!18

A sensitive document, such as this report, would first be used by
the KGB for its intelligence value and then passed to a different
agent to exploit in a disinformation operation. David Karr was the
other agent. Starting in the 1930s as a reporter for the Daily Worker,
and therefore a member of the Communist Party, Karr worked his
way into the legitimate newspaper business. After World War II, the
poor boy from New York turned reporter suddenly had a new career
as an international financier and wheeler-dealer, with access to
important Western political figures. Cynics suspected that he was
working for the KGB and that his vast wealth was supplied by the
Soviet government.

The cynics were proved right when in 1992 one of Russia’s best
journalists, Yevgenia Albats, found an important KGB document in
the Soviet archives. It showed that Karr had been regularly provid-
ing the KGB with information that was in turn relayed to the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
The 1978 document, which showed the extent of Karr’s political
connections in the United States, stated:

In 1978, American Senator Edward Kennedy appealed to the
KGB o assist in establishing cooperation between Soviet orga-
nizations and the California firm Agritech, headed by former
Senator J. Tunney. This firn in turn was connected w a
French-American company, Finatech S.A., which was run by a
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competent KGB source, the prominent Western financier D.
Karr, through whom opinions had been confidentially
exchanged for several years between the General Secretary of
the Communist Party and Sen. Kennedy. D. Karr provided the
KGB with technical information on conditions in the U.S. and
other capitalist countries which were regularly reported to the

Central Committee.11?

Venona also provided information on Karr's work for
Soviets. In 1944 Soviet agent Samuel Krafsur relayed to S
intelligence officer Vladimir Pravdin information that he
received from Karr.120 One of Karr’s last business deals—he
July 7, 1979—was with Armand Hammer to market 1980 S
gold Olympic coins.1?! President Carter decided to boycot
Olympics because of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, bu
coins were marketed anyway.

Despite his conviction, Alger Hisss defenders have tried in
which way to discredit the evidence against him, as, for examp
1962 when United Press International reported: “Attorney Ge
Robert F. Kennedy said yesterday that new claims of innocence by
victed perjurer Alger Hiss are not supported by the facts.”122 Bu
cessive American governments and courts have repudiated all of 1

The last attempt to exonerate Hiss took place in 1992, The
active supporter of Hiss, John Lowenthal, contacted the
respected Russian Colonel General Dmitry Volkogonov, whe
been assigned by President Boris Yeltsin to oversee the Ru
archives. He asked that the archives be checked to find mater
Alger Hiss.

Volkogonov asked Yevgeny Primakov, then head of the R
Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR), to examine the KGB ar«
and see if anything on Hiss could be found. Primakov respc
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State Department official and Soviet spy Alger Hiss (foreground) at a 1948
congressional hearing with his accuser, former Soviet agent Whittaker
Chambers. Elizabeth Bentley, another former Soviet agent, is to Chambers’
immediate right.
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Klaus Fuchs, who worked on the
secret atomic bomb project and

Julins and Ethel Rosenberg, both executed for later confessed to passing classified
information to the Soviets.

passing atomic secrets to the Soviet Union,
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William Weisband of the U.S. Judy Coplon, an NKVD spy it
Army Signal Security Agency, Department of Justice.

who alerted Moscow to the fact

that the Americans had broken

the Soviet code.
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3¢ March 1943

Furthber to vuy tslegras No. 333[11. As & vesuls of “{D8 A.'a)"{38]
shat with "AIES"[1%] the following has besn secertained:

1. ALES hsa been working wikh the NEISHBORS[SOSEDII(i14] contSmuvusty
since 1935,

2. For some ysars past be has dDess the leader of & swmall group of the
HETIGRBORS® probationsrs[STAZBERY], for the sost part cousieting of his
ralaticns.

3. The group asd ALES bimsads werk o8 chtaining militery information
oaly, Materisls on the “BANK'[iv] allegedly iotevest the KEIGHBORS very
1ittie and he does not produce thes regularly.

ha ALL ¥he Last few yssrs ALES has been vorking with "FOL'"[v] whe
also wasta other mwmbers of the group otoasiunally.

. Recently ALES and his whols group were swarded Sowiet decoretions.

e After the Tall'sA Conferwncs, vhen he had gone o to MOBDIK, a
Hovist personags 1n & wary tes ponition (ALSE gave to undorsisnd
ey 1t ver Dourede VISHIBSELY) allegedly got in toush with ALRE wad &%
the habest of e Military KEICKHORS passsd oo to him their gratituds
and a0 oO. v

Ba. 43t VAP wi])

Motes: {a] BNot avatlable.
Commutey "
£1] Act "A." seems the mvet 1lkely garble hare alibough A" has
pot baen confirmed elueviere in the VASEINOION %raffic.
[—n} ALRS: Probadly Alger HI88. _ ~.
{154] BOSEDEL: Mesders of sacther Sovist Intelligesce orgeairdtion,
{1“} BANK: The U.5. Btata BOWM.

{vl POL’: Z.e. “PAL," uniSantilied cover-name. _
{vi] VADIM: Acatolij Boriscyich GROMOV, MOB resident Sn WASHINOTON.

B Auguat 1969
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