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Lee House in Silver Spring was built by his great-grandfather, Francis Preston Blair (Blair House was their winter home)

Earned L.L.B degree in 1916

Father elected to U.S. Senate in 1913

“I had an interesting experience when the transport got into Norfolk Harbor or Newport News Harbor. They threw the Baltimore Sun on board, and the Baltimore Sun edition that they threw on board said that, ‘Senator Smith Favors Young Lee for Comptroller,’ and Senator smith was the Democratic state organization leader, headed the dominant faction in the State that had beaten my father for governor twice and also had beaten him for reelection to the Senate.” (p. 106)

Said that at the time Republicans were making headway – looked like the election of 1919 would be very close.

“..the Democratic leadership wanted to get the factions [Democratic] together. My father had [led] a very well developed faction, and his friends were the majority group in 8 of 23 counties, and they had substantial groups in half a dozen more of the counties that could put up considerable fights but didn’t often win. They wanted to win the governorship…” (p. 107)

(said his father didn’t know anything about it. Initially he (E. Brooke) was opposed to running because he wanted to work (in real estate). His father’s friends, though, convinced him to do it)

As Comptroller he wanted to remain with the National Guard. “The Attorney General Alexander Armstrong from Hagerstown ruled that a National guard commission was a second office of profit and trust and unconstitutional, and Governor Ritchie wasn’t willing to take a chance on somebody attacking the State bond issue which I had to sign, and so I had to resign from the National Guard.” (p. 110)

“I kept the office for two years and during that two years, I participate din a program to extensively reorganize the administrative setup of the State government.” (118)

“It was the first reorganization or modernization of the Maryland government for 40 or 50 years. It was a very important piece of work.” (119)

“At the end of my two-year term, I definitely decided not to run again for a whole series of reasons. One is that it was a statewide campaign which I would have to make by myself, and the salary that I received in the office was $2,500 a year 

which wasn’t helping me support my family or live and the work was not particularly what I wanted to do.” (120)

“My decision not to run for Comptroller didn’t get me out of the Ritchie administration. Governor Ritchie was very strong in his urging that he wanted me to remain available for work around the various meetings of the General Assembly – the Legislature- and in campaigns. I, at the same time, needed to go back to Silver Spring to work, so we compromised. Governor Ritchie appointed me Secretary of State, the salary for which in those days was $2,000 a year and I was expected to be in Annapolis during legislative sessions and to be active during political campaigns.” (121)

· he took the opportunity to get involved with real estate development and in the Democratic Party of Montgomery County.

“Now it is, of course, the patronage of the spoils system, but it wasn’t prone to the current system, but it wasn’t prone to the current system where with complete civil service protection they can’t get rid of anybody that doesn’t work, and they can’t get rid of the unpleasant people and they can’t get rid of the loafers. You’ve got to commit some minor crime before you’re removable. But I’m not defending the patronage system. It was the basis of the organization, the system of which I participated.” (141)

“As a part of my work in the Comptroller’s office, I cooperated with the very able Walter N. Kirkman whom Governor Ritchie appointed as State Purchasing Agent and later advanced to a Director of the Budget after the budget amendment was adopted and the preparation of the budget became of the immense importance of controlling all State spending, and Walter wrote me on 1/28/22 approving my statement respecting the covering of all funds collected by State officials into the State Treasury. He then went on to develop the needs of also expanding and legalizing or giving various jurisdictions to the State Purchasing Department which I agreed with in a letter of January 31, 1922, as Comptroller, which Kirkman enlarged in a letter of 2/18/22.” (171-172)

On going onto office of Secretary of State

“It (the office of Secretary of State) consisted largely of signing proclamations or appointments and could be done as they were made, and after the Governor made a bunch of appointments. I would go to Annapolis and countersign them.” (175)

“…in 1926 Governor Ritchie and his other advisors looked over the list of candidates for the House of Delegates from the various Baltimore City districts and various counties, and they didn’t see a name of a candidate that they wanted to have serve as Speaker for the next four sessions. The organization of the General Assembly, both the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House and the appointment of the committees are both of vast importance to the sitting administration or the success of a Governor’s administration…the Governor had just come through his third campaign and I had been designated by him to tour the state in advance of his announcement for re-nomination as Governor.” (176)

He traveled all around Maryland and talked to leaders. “We covered the State very thoroughly, and some place during that buildup of that campaign, Ritchie’s people and the Governor said, ‘Brooke, we want you to run for the House of Delegates in Montgomery County, and we want to elect you Speaker.’” (177)

“Well, I hadn’t thought of running for the House of Delegates and they said, ‘We think you can be elected in Montgomery, and we want a Speaker. We’re going to make David McIntosh of Baltimore County President of the Senate and we want you to get into the House, and then with the organization effort, we’ll elect you Speaker.’” (177)

On the topic of going into real estate development:

“My brother, P. Blair Lee and I decided to go into the real estate business in and around Silver Spring for the obvious purpose of making money and of converting land into money. Through the building of houses and the sale of lots, and we even participated in organizing the Silver Spring Building Supply Company.” (205)

When the Depression hit, “I was in a situation, a desperate situation, with debt. I owed 1 ½ million dollars to various banks, mortgage companies and a few individuals for land which I had bought in different locations close to the center of Silver Spring.” (206) {bought land during the 1920s}
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